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ME M O I R S 

OF THE 

. LIFE AND W RmNGS 

OF THE ABATX 

PIETRO METASfASlO. 

a % 

SECTION I. 

M ETAfitAsio having fiiiiilied his opera of^ 
// Re Paji^e in April 175I9 writes to his 
friend Sig. Argenvilliera at Rome, with ex- 
ultation. I have at length efcaped from the 
hands of thofe babblers the Mufes* I have 
teafed and tormented them to much, that 
they have Enilhed their web much Iboner 
than they would have done, if they had 
been left to their own direftion. I am now 
at the iervice of my dear friends^ particu** • 
lariy Sig* d*Argenviiiiers, to whofe pious 
VOL. zi. B prayers, 
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prayers, I believe l owe, in a great meafure^ 
my happy return from Parnaffus. 



LETTER L 

Still fatigued and covered with dull: 
and i^eat, after my luiexpeded and hafty 
voyage, I mftantly flew to your letter s 
reftorati ves. 1 have greedily re-pcnifed them, 
and frccjucully blulhed at the ungrateful re- . 
turn for your ebUgmg and atFeflionate zeal^ 
which I have made by a filence of fo many 
weeks. But you know that I am innocent 
of this fault, and merit your pity more than 
your dilpleafure. I can aflure you, witb 
great tnsth, that 1 hav^ iucli pkafure in Oif 
fit^rof y isittfCOtilrie with yot^ Ihut if I Wei^ 
deprived of it by tikj own faulty flay crime 
wOuU be tny {KiniihiiienI;. 

Now, that you may not thinks like the reft 
of the worlds that ^oet» ^fe b^d fkhieri o 
femilies) it wiU be neceflkry foi me to give 
yoo fymjs account of my oe^iomiad cam^ 

(Here he gives a minute detail of hid 
money cottcemj, loid baianjcrea aiCcotMS to ' 
the datse &t his letur. Afte.r which he adds) 

Thus 
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Thus all is fettled, except the fum of my ob* 

ligations, which far exceeds my imall capi- 
tal, and means of repaying the afliduous and 
affedionate care which you conftaiitiy take 
of my af&irs. And I fliould already have 
overdjawii my credit, if a good heart, like 
yours, did not regard as ready money, the 
gratitude, however inefFedual, of a poor 
debtor. 

My new opera is already in the hands of 
my moft auguft Patronefs, to whom both 
myfelf and all my produClions properly be- 
long. This drama is to be performed iii 
mufic, by gentlemen and ladies, but hot tilt 
the return of the court from Hungary. In 
the mean time, it would be an enormous in^ 
decorum, if I were to publifh it. So that 
there, are ix>th phyfical and moral caufes 
againft its appearing in Oiannini's Edition 
next June* However, 1 fo much reiped: 
his requeft, backed by your wiih, that when 
I can fafely and honourably comply with it, 
I (hall be happy in obliging him. 



•LET. 
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LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

You have found the way to make me 
your debtor, even in the number of letters. 
I have many of yours in bund which have 
arrived fmce my laft, and which I mull an* 
fwci by this one, contrary to the propenfity 
I have to be prolix with you* My Re Pafr 
tore appeared on the ftage laft Wcdaefday, 
and was repeated on Saturday, by the unani- 
• mousjuftrage of the whole audience; this 
very much furpaifed my expe£latious, and 
added, if poflible, to my experience. In 
truth; the lady performers charmed every 
one, both by their figure and iinging, as 
well as by their manner of aAing, and en- 
tering into their leveral characters. Our 
auguft ibvereigns were extremely delighted 
with them, and never ceafe praifmg them. 
All the portion of this incenfe which comes 
to my (hare, is infufficient to defend me 
from a return of the defluxion which I 
caught in Moravia, and which I had not 
<|ulte fubdued when I was recalled. Th» 

frequent 
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frequent attendance at court, two or three 
miles from the city ; the length of time I 
was obliged to remain in the empty and ex^- 
treme cold theatre, during the rehearfal^ 
the impertinence of the iealbn, and of my 
ridiculous machine, have reduced me to fp 
much worfe a ftate than I was in before, 
that if I was not afraid of bringing all the 
faints on my back, I fliould certainly be 
tempted to leave the mafs of the day among 
unpaid debts (a). Pity me therefore; or 
rather, be thankful to my catarrh, if I do 
not pefter you as much as I wifli.--*-Adieu, 
my incomparable friend. If I could write 
more, I ihould (ay a thoufand affedionate 
things. I give you full permiflSon to figure 
to yourfelf, the moft expreflive that you can 
^ think of ; and am certain, that they will not 
equal the affedion, ^^titude, or efteem, with 
whi^h I am, &:c. 

Vienna, November i, 1751* 



la another letter to this correfpondent, dated 

December 6 th 1751, he fays, "I have got// 
Re Pa/iore off my hands, but I ihall not long 

(«) Alluding to the feftival of JU Saints^ or the hi ft of 
Novgmberi tk^ d^y wiucb he was wriUB^. 

B 3 be 
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be fufFcred to remain itHe. " My Imperial 
Miftrefs, after the repeated clemency with 
which llie has approved my kbomrs, thrcat- 
<efis me with a new^ command ; and I already 
feci it vibraite ift my ears ; fo thirt itiy loccu- 
^tion& are like the fruits in the gaitien of 
Armida, 

£ mentre fpunta Pun^ takr§ imuri(b). 



This new produtticn is the fubje6l of a 
fetter to his Piemonteie friendt Sjg« Filippo* 
ui« who had complained of his negled during 
the time he was writing it* 

LETTER UL ^ 

To SIG. IILIPFONI. 

You muft not afcribe to the poor Mufes 
my reludance to writmg letters, I have 
not;, hke maiiy othei^o, tiic happy power of 
fpcaking eloquently upon nothing; fo that 
when matter is wanting, I am filent. Who 
can have :patie«ce to ivrite <very $>oft about 
rain^ ^or fine weadier f or m the maLiucr of 
i^liiid&r^ i^eftk<of wate^ ^0l4^<l^ beam^ 
tiful cows of GeroiiCj as a propos to tlic 

{h) Wh^ wie«iit»r6«, tbe bods and Mows, 

Olympic 
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Oiympie gatnesf Soni^of my h2i(imlimf 

however, may proceed from Jigiivie i4jju]^efs, 
butf at prei^uty the time for new vices or 
new virtues is pail ; fo that fuch as 1 am, 

' my friends mull bear with me. 

I approve of the diftributioii of my prints ; 
and if you want any more, you ihaU have 
them upon the flighteii hint you can give 

.me* 

This new editijjn df my works at Turhi, 
may be Aiperior to others, if jiot print«d kk 
the ufual fmall charaders, merely for a pal- 
try laving of paper. If you eouid -ifefid me 
a fpecimen in a letter, I would frankly give 
you my fentiments on the &b}^&. 

The title of my new opera is, U Re Paf- 
fore. The chief incident is the reftitution 
of the kingdom of Sidon to. the lawful heir ; 
a princc with fuch an hypochondriac name^ 
that he would have difgraced the title page of 
my piece : who would have -been able to ^ 
bear an opera intitled rAl^dohnimot I hav€ 
contrived to name him as (eldom as*pofible, 
as among all my faults, my labours iiad 
hitherto avoided this defed. 

It will be repreiented in mufic by ladies 
iand gentlemen, but not before December ; 
till when, it cannot be publiflied without a 

B 4 crime. 
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crime. I o^r my uCuai incenfe to the 
gmiablq prieftefsi ^ii4 am conftantly yours. 

Viemifh June ip> 1751* 

J. E T T E R IV, 

a 

TO THE SAMEf 

I s^ALL now aofwer your charming leU 

tcr from the Ipacioub regions of imagination ; 
in order to do which, I w^ite4 two or three 
weeks in the vain expectation of receiving 
Specimens of this new edition of my works, 
which you had promifed me; but as yet, 
none are arrived. I have feen the two &rQ: 

• • • • - • 

volumes of that printed at Piacenza, which 
in my opinion, is contemptible; hence it 
will certainly do no injury to yours. 

In an edition in i2nio. by Bettinelli, I 
have feen a cantata, and a canzonet, given 
undefervedly to me 1 linclpie a memoraa- 
dum of it, that the Turenefe editor may not 
enrich me, a^nft my will, vfith the ipoi)s 
pf another. 

When my Pafiqre has do|ie it3 duty at . 
this court, 1 (hall take care to fend it to dp 
Jiomage to you ; but you muft fell me how* 

i-iere 
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# 

'Here are fix more little Metaftafios, which 

I confide to your dire£tion, left they fliould 
take evil courfes. 

My complaints are enemies to the orien- 
tal ftyle, ib adieu. Remember my refpe£b 
to the Count and Countefs della Rocca; re- 
verence the priefteis ; receive the (alutations 
of all the Canale family. Love me, and be- 
lieve me, &c. 

Vienna Auguft 19, 1751; 

Wc are now arrived at the correfpondencc 
of our great lyric bard, in 1752; during 
which his letters to his friend Sig. d'Argen- 
viUiers, are the moft numerous. But 5u,fc 
being chiefly on bufinefs, as before obferved, 
we ihall not tranflate them entire, but ex- 
tra6l flich pafiages only, as bear our author's 
peculiar ftamp of wit, friendfhip, or urbanity. 

In a fliort letter, dated January ^d, 1752, 
we have the following conclufion : It i$ 
fo late, that I have fcarcc time to ackiipw* 
ledge the receipt of ypur letter ; think then 
of the impofSbility of anfwering all your 
good wiihes, ^nd thofe affectionate expref^ 
fions of partiality, wid:!^ w^uch you have load- 
ed me. Anfwer them yourfelf, who know 
bpw jtnuf h I owe ^ pij, ; aa4 wbp being in 

poif^^oa 
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pofk&am of my heart, cm ^mmmQ its moil 
iii^cret rcceflfes. ** 

The Mufes (fays he, .iu tii^ iiijsfequeiit 

3Lf c become 

very &y backward to me ; requuiag io 
be courted much more than I wifli. I hav^ 
.been very indidereac about theie ladies fa- 
vours for (bme time ; but, at prcftnt, now 
they defraud me ot the pleafure of dilcourf- 
iiag iwith you, they are become my averfion. 
But I beg of you not to Ipeak of it ; for if 
the D— 1 (hould contrive to let thenii know 
my 'ietitimeuts, tkey would ti-eat me worlb 
llia^ ever. ** 

bi tuiQther letter he lays : ^ Not being 
-able to fatisfy my impatience to embrace and 
^iverfe witiii y&a in peribnj 1 lend you my 
pifture, with a charge to preferve in you 
lj>ia/t gmd diipoikion towards friend&ip and 
partiality, which you have always manifeft- 
cd ^or me. Ilie painter has a little injured 
my beaiity, by marking my face two pahns 
Img, and plumping me isp without mercy* 
Th^y iavj however, that it is like.'* 

" Recei<?e the vifit kkKfly.; love the ori^- 
nal, and believe me oa all occafions^ yours.'* 

Harming ^his «year taken frigfaft at a few 
'•days^f bad weathoi'^ foon after his arrival 

I in 
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ill M(»ravia, and foddenly retiirned to Vien** 
na, he lays : ** Here I am again in the 

City, with remorfe for the injuftice wtiich 
tny cowardice has done to the conftancy of 
fmiling: autuaui, who now more than iuhil^ 
"every hope, by being uncommonly fcrenc. 
It is in vain to repine now ; but another 
year, I (hall not retreat with fnch precipita- 
tion, in order to imprilou Icii v\ illiiu tiic 
walls of a city." 

■ About this time, his fricfnd d*Ar«:envflliers 
having recommexiiied to the kind ofhccs c£ 
Mctaftafio, a youno: Roman of the name of 
t^ezsai^ we &aU extraS from the poet's let* 
tcrs, fuch palfages as tonoern this rccom- 
metidatioh. 

I have at length found Sig. PlzzL I 
bave been with him, ai)d he with me, t^eptc 
times. He is a fine young man, of neWe 
imd excetlent mannerB, and who promifes to 
tlo honour to the fi lend who recommended 
liim. He has no droughts of the army ; hut 
tpeaks of purfuing a different road, and Ifliafl 
•do weiy thing in my power to fecond 4ns> n 
views. 1 hope he has no doubt of my zeal, 
«s there is nothing which I would not 4^, 
or v\^hich 1 ought not to do, on your account, 
AU wiU depend on my power corre(pon<£ng 

with 
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.with my wifhes. At prefent, I ihall eadea-r 
vour to difcovcr to him the perils of the 
country in which he now dwells, and to in- 
form myfelf of his habits. ** Four or five - 
months after, he lays ; 

** Sig. Pezzi manifcfted a laudable diflike 
to being idle, and very little deiire tor being 
a Ibldier/ In order therefore to initiate him 
in politics, according to his wiih, I contriv- 
ed that he Ihould be advantageoufly 
known to our Count UUfelt, and other 
principal perfbns in admuiiftration, who 
ipoke of him to my augufl Patronels ; and 
it was fettled, that when an opportuni- 
ty oitered, he ihould be ient with fome am<- 
baffador, or envoy, to one of the foreign 
courts of Europe, where, by diligence and 
praftice, he might render himfelf qualified for 
ibme ftation in the Corps diplomatique. 

^* While things were in this fituation, he 
came unexpectedly to take leave of me, pre- 
vious to his departure for Berlin, whither he 
iaid he was obliged to go, for iome time, on 
family afFairs. I furnifhed him with a letter, 
wmch I wrote to a friend of minet of fome . 
credit in that court ; but from that time tp 
this, I liave been wholly in the dark, concern- 
ing the cffeils of my letter, his adventyres, qr 

3 ' bi4 
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his exiftence. When he returns, as he pro- 
mifed to do, I ihall reiume my duty in doing 
every thing in my power for your fake, to fa- ' 
cilitate the road which he means to purfue. 
If he Ihould have occafion for money, I \yill 
advance him whatever fum you pleaie, on 
the flighteft notice. But I cannot, with 
equal readinefs, promiie to conduft him by 
a fure road to preferment. Accuftomed my- 
lelf to follow the beaten track, I am wholly 
ignorant of all private and by roads; and 
my inexperience would do him more harm 
than good. But whenever he returns from 
Pruilia, he will find pilots here for Ibme . 
voyage or ot,her. Do not, my dear friend, 
fancy me a Don Quixote, For the manage- 
ment of bufinefles of this natufe, I want in- 0 
clination as well as pradice.'* ^ ' 

Soon after, he fays to his friend: " I re- 
gard diffimulation among intimate friends, 
as a rafcally vice. Therefore, you will, I 
hope, forgive my fiticerity. I by no means 
under ilaud the condudl: of our Sig. Pezzu 
He is a young man of a fine afpe^, of p6^ 
liihed manners, and, apparently, poffclled of 
a great Aare of prudence and difcernment* 
Yet I have been lutircrto utterly unable to 
penetrate his thoughts ; though-he conflant-* 

ly - 
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ly mc once a monih. Every time I 
jfeo hixtif he feem3 a diiferent tnan ; aiid al<« 
wii}s approaching mc with difFereut views 
from thofe in which, at his own requefi^ 
I had been trying tolerve him before. It is 
dii^cult to advife a man who is always 
changing his purluits, and who gives no no- 
tice of it» unkfs hard preiFed. I beg that 
you will not mention tliis to his brother. 
But it was neceflary for you to know it^ 
that ill cafe he Ihould return empty handed^ 
you may not be ignorant that the perfon you 
have recommended, has conlpired with the 
extreme narrownefs of my powers of fcrving 
him^ to delude the great and ferious deiire 
which I have to ferve him for your iake/' 

In another letter dated April 1753, 
he lays: *'Sig. Pezzi having wiflied to 
accompany iome Imperial minifter to a 
foreign court, in order to acquire abilities 
Efficient to entitle him to an employment 
in the CcrpsdiphrHaiique% I have been ib for- 
tunate ae to prevail on Count Colleredo^ our 
Envoy to the Engliih court, to take him 
into his fervice, with a fmali falary, and the 
confent and approbation of their Imperial 
majeflies. I hope the voyage will turn out 
profitable : particularly^ as he tells me, that; 

his- 
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his familv lias fome concerns in that country^ 
and that his preiuK^e will iiot be ufeiela 

there. '* 

Thou^ nothing nK>re occurs in our poet's 

letters to Sig. d'Argeiivilliers concerning 
his protegi^ Sig* Pezzi^ we ihall perhaps re- 
turn to this correfpondence again for fome 
intcrefting pa&ges on other &bje6is. At 
prclcnt, we lliall refume his intercourfe with 
Farinelli, to whom the following letter was 
Wfitteii iu February, 1752- 

LETTER V. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELU. 

In fpite of the obftihate and infiiiFerable 
impertinence oi my nervous complaints^ and 
Ae emplojment allotted to me by nay Im* 
pcrial £atr<meis9 1 cannot poftpone acknow- 
ledging the receipt of my dear Genaello*^ 
nuaJi welconae ij^ttcr of the 28 th of January. 
For my moft beiaoits fins, the dramatic la* 
die&ia II Re Fajiore^ and the muiic^ have fo 
much plea&d her Majefty the Empre&, daat 
Ihe has conuuaiided me to write another 
drama to be perfbrtned next May, made of 
the ianie metal. In the preient ilate of my 

poor 
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poor head^ from the conftant tenfion of my 

nerves, it is a terrible talk to be obliged to 
convene with theie harlots the Mufes ; but 
my labours are rendered infinitely more in- 
tolerable, by the manner in which 1 am 
manacled. Greek and Roman fubje£ts are 
excluded from my juridiftion, becaufe thefe 
nymphs are not to exhibit their chafte limbs ; 
ib that I muft have recourfe to Oriental hif- 
tory, in order not to Ihew the nakednefs of 
the land, that the robes and ornaments of 
thofe nations may entirely envelope the ac- 
trefles who ard to reprefent the characters of 
men. The contraft of vice and virtue is 
impradicable in thefe dramas, becaufe no 
one of the troop will aft an odious part. 
Nor can I avail myfelf of more than five 
perfonages, for the moil convincing reafon 
affigned by the governor of a cattle; who 
w^ouid act crowd the prefence of his fuperiors. 
The time .of reprefentation, the changes 
of icene, the airs, and almott the number 
of veries arc limited : now pray tell me, if 
all thefe cmbarralTments would not make a 
patient man mad ? Then imagine to your- 
felf their efieds on me, the high prieft of all 
the complaints incident to this miferable 
valley of tears. 1 have no other comiort 

for 
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for my (uppdrt^ than the conftant clemeticy 

of my moft benigu Sovereign, confirmed 
every day by new teftimonies. The laft^ on 
account of the reprefentation gf // Re Paf- 
tore^ was that of a magnificent gold candle* . 
flick, with au extinguilher and Ihuffers of 
the fame metal, of a confiderable weight, 
and of excellent workmanihip ; and accomr 
panicd with an obliging command taki 
care of my Jight. Now J . beg you will 
learn to refped my little peepers^ which are 
fo greatly patronized. 

I am glad to find that Monfig. Torr//, 
aniwers my defcription. Embrace him» I 
beg you, in my name* I love him, becaufe 
he adored you : now what will he do^ after 
having enjoyed your company in a more 
ample manner? 

With refpeft to my Neapolitan interefts, 
you think exadly as I do. Neither the de- 
comm of your court, my own pride, nor 
the mxierable and contemptible hopes which 
arc given us, can longer deceive any onf 
pofTeiTed of the leait refledtiom It is diffi-* 
cult to find a fimilar example of inhuma* 
nityt inju^ce, and avidity, for the poi]^- 
fions of others. Oh, my dear GemeUo^ how 
few Gemeiii are there in the world ! I thaiUc 

VOL. II. c you 
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you for the idea of trying other jftrings | and* 
truft to the experience of the archconful of 
harmony* The Colomba Mattei will ferve 
you well. I who am never fatisfied, believe 
that if this performer, who has a pleafmg 
figtire, and good voice, was a little taller, 
and had a little more power of voice, flie 
would be an admiiabie firft woman. But 
during the prefent fcarcity, we muft not be 
fo difficult. 

Oh, what fine things has Count Vemer 
faid of you, on his return from Spain! I 
feed on thefe relations, and wiih them to be 
eternal. Lovp me, my dear Twin, and be- 
lieve that I ceafe writing, for want of head, 
and want of time : but I never ihall ceafe, ' 
as long as I live, from being yours* 

Vienna, February i8di, I752« 



LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

Your laft moft dear letter of the 1 6th 

of June, has been received four days, and 
yet I am not recovered from the furpriicf 
and confulion in which the uuexpcded royal 

> favour 
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fiivourof your truly admirabk Sovere^ti hju, 
plunged me,. Good God 1 can clemency^ 
generofity, and greatnds of (cMil, go farther ?- 
To thiak^ ipeak, and ad in this manner^ 
sore qoalities affigned by Provideiwre Iblely. 
to her to employ* Her iupreme interpofition 
ih fupport of reafon, and juftice, when op- 
preiledy are e&>rts worthy of Monarchs; 
to expend their treafiires in repairing lolTes 
which they tbemfelves have not occahoa- 
od; is the attribute of royalty ; but to dc^ 
, icend to mmute enquiries, and refledionsj 
on the hardfliips of a poor mortal like me,- 
f^rrounded as ihe is^ by the cares which be- 
long to fo elevated a ftation, is a circum- 
ftance which lurpaiTes humanity, and not 
only merits gratitude and reverence, but 
adoration. The few royal words which 
you have communicated, form the grand 
chara&ereftic of this Sovereign^ She has * 
done me the jufticc to believe me to be a 
man who thinks more of his houour than 
profit, and has Jefigned to fet limits to the 
torrent of her beneficence, in order to Ikreeiv 
me from envy and malignity. Angels in 

heaven, I believe, think in this manner. 

I am more fcnhblc of the honour which this 
does my charader, than if I had been ap- 

' c 2 pointed 
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pointed vice-roy of Mexico, or prefentcJ 
with a Cardinal's hat. Theie may ieeta 
poetical hyperboles ; but you know me fuf^ 
ficiently to be certain, that they are pofitive 
truths ; and now your heroic friendftip has 
procured wc theie great honours and ad- 
vantages, you muft complete the work, and 
communicate my humble, grateful, and re«, 
vcreiitial acknowledgments. Throw me at 
the foot of the throne ; aliert, that if the 
Ihowci of royal munificence is fallen on an 
ordinary foil, it has at leail been beftowed 
on one that is not vingratcfuL Say all that . 
I ought to fay, but which I find uni|>eakabk, 
even with the afllilaacc of all the Mufea. 
Implore the continuance of iiich iiiblime 
patronage ; and I, in the mean time, in- 
ilead t{ returning thanks, will offer up my 
- lupplications to Heaven, that a foul fo great 
and elevated, may be long fufFered to con- 
tinue among mortals, for the ornament 
of all thrones, the felicity of the whole 
earth, and for an example to all Mo- 
aarchs (c). I have 

{e) To whit thde efiiiftons illiidev ^oes not clearly ap« 

pear, in the couife of this, or any fubftquent letter; but they 
Krell merit preferving) as models of heroic and poetical 
gratkudcy Aowiag from tbe wami lieart of a maa of 

geaius. 
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I have feen, for a fliort time, Count Eft- 
herhoiiy after his return from Madrid^' and 
have found him full of you. He regards 
you as a hero, and has defired me to tell you 
ib ; which will oblige me iikewife to love 
you more than ever. At this laft aflertion, 
I cannot help laughing ; but I own, that to 
hear you thus prai(ed, aflbrds me the fame 
pleafure, as if it was myfelf ; fo much does 
our old, true, and reciprocal friendfhip, 
ieem to have united us together, and con- 
(blidated our intcrefts. Odd preferve you, 
our dear Gemello, and infpire others to 
think as you do. 

Laft Sunday my Opera of L'£ro£ Ci* 
KESE, was reprefented for the laft time, with 
incredible applaufe of the ladies and gentle* 
men performers. I am worn out. The 
whole weight of the bufuiefs fell on my 
flioulders. I came home with a violent 
cough, which ftill continues; but as foon 
as it abates, I fhall alk permifSon of my 
moft auguft patroneis, to fly into the coun- 
try, to refit. If I fliould there obtain a mo- 
ment's peace, you will be my only thought* 
And who can poffibly deferve it fo much as 

geniiM, fervid and Utttmd by % fovcxeign Princefs, fen- 
fible of his fuperior talents. 

c 3 my 
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my dear Oemello ? I am obliged to you for 

the delcription of the magnificent xoydl 
feftival, which you invented and directed, 
and am impatient to fee it more amply de* 
fcribed in the Gazette. In the mean time, 
I do its office ipvery whare^^ to the admira* 
tion of ^11 hearers^ 

{ am not certain whether it was iail 
April or May, that I fcnt a letter to my 
agent at Naples, informing iiim of circumT 
ftances for a miniftcr who required them. I 
am forry tii^ requifition was complied with ; 
but it fhall be the laft time, 

I ought to Ipeak of the rqad which yo^ 
have attempted to Rome; but who can 
fpeak to you of every thuig.^ Qh what a 
iiear Gcmcllo you are! But at leaft, take 
my part with the Mi^rquis Enfenad^^ and 
recommend nictp his' prote6tion. Adieu, 
The Countefs of Aithan falutes you, and is 
^ much furprifed as myfelf, at the fdvours 
I receive. I really can writp no more* 
Continue to love me, aiid believe me yours., 
as long as liie remains. 

yienna^JuJy 8th, 1752. 
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LETTER m 

TP THE SAME. 

I 8ST out this moment for Moravia, in 
order to join the moft worthy Countefs of 
Altban, and the General her fbn, who ttave 
been there iomc days. I go flattered with 
hopes of being relieved, if not liberated^ 
from the cruel torments I liiffery amidft the 
•pertinacious perlecutions of my hypochon-* 
drtac complaints, violently increafed by the 
hurry m which I have lately been engaged. 
It is impoflible for me to explain to you, my 
dear Gemelio, the miferabie ilate in which 
I have been for thefc feven years paft. The 
worft of it is, that I iee no likehhood of ac« 
culloming myfelf to tl^efc fufFc rings, as frc* 
qneptly haf^^ens to others. And I perceive, 
that you are not better treated by your 
ftomach, than I am by my nerves. Oh 
poor humanity! But good GodI Why are 
not theie d<9Ught8 beftowed on a nimiber of 
blockheads and rafcals, who enjoy perfect 
l^ealth ? But the great Regulator of all things 

c 4 lu^ 
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has realbns which We are BOt allowed to 
penetrate. We have therefore nothing to 
hope, but from patience, and refignation* 

You think, perhaps, that I am now quite 
recovered from the furpriie and confiifion 
into which 1 was thrown hy your moft be- 
neficent and magnanimous fbvereign? But 
you are miflaken. I never fhall recover as 
long as I live. Thefe traits of royalty have 
been {jo little in faihiou for fbme ages, that 
it is impoffible not to admire and venerate 
them. I entreat you again, my dear friend, 
to bear teftimony, whenever you have au 
opportunity, of my moft humble, grateful, 
and iubmiifive ientiments. 

Adieu, dear Gemello. I have ipoken to 
count Efterhs^: he calls you by no other 
name than the Hero. The afiedion which 
you contrive to acquire from all ranks in a 
iituation ib enviable, encreafbs my tender* 
nefs for you & much, that I know not how 
I fliouid contain myielf if I were near you. 
Pray to God for my poor head, if you would 
have it think of you. Love me, and re** 
main thus aoiiable to t&e whole earth. 

Vknnst, Atiguft5,i7S2« 

LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

H$a£ I am, juit ^returned from Moravia^ 
after a long and tumuUuoue excurfion,which^ 
on account of my health, I have beai al* 
lowed by the maternal clemency of my 
auguil miitreis, to extend to full tea weeks. 
The firft perfon to whom I eagerly run after 
my an ival, is my deareA Gemello, whom I 
tenderly embrace in that kind of way which 
fo enormous a dxAance will allow. Among 
the moft fenfible pleafures which I found in 
this city at my return, was the meeting with 
our dear Count Efterhafi, who almoft before 
be ialuted me, which he always does, be-* 
gan to {peak of you : ftill calling you no- 
thing but the Hera. < He fays that you are 
the obje6l of all good people's alledioii ; that 
your heart correfponds with your fortune ; 
aiid has recounted a great number of your 

admirable, generous, and gracious adioos. 

Among others, the manner in which you 

treated au Indian candidate, who offered you 

an 
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an immenfe ium if you would procure him a 

government ; and he takes fuch delight in 
thefe narrations, and the ibund of your praife 
is ib ieducing to m^, that if CQunt Kileihall 
was not obliged to go elfewhere, I believe 
he would be fiill talking of vou, and 1 
ihould remain a conftant liftcner. I love to 
hear thefe things for my own fake» as W€;U 
as yours. I am not a little vain in having 
diicGQ/ered your character, long before for- 
tune Had furniflied occafion for the difplay 
of ail your diftin6t qualities. God pre* 
fcrve you, for the delight of fiich an illuC- 
trious court, for the honour of Italy, and 
for the tender friendlhip of your moft faith- 
ful Gemello. You were always m my heart 
during this excurfion into the country. My 
dear Farinelh accompanied me into the 
woods, over the mountains, through the 
valley, and bore a part, not only in my di* 
verfions, but cruel hypochondriac perlecUf 
tions. I propoled, and feveral times at- 
tciiiptcd, to write fpmething or otlier for you 
in order to fend it away before my return^ 
But in a body tormented as miac has been, 
and now is, the foul is too ill lodged to bo 
able to pcrforai its due functions ; and poeti- 
cal operations, as well as aiporous, are ib 

uvcrlc 
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averfe to violence, that they always difgraco 
the ra(h mortals, who attempt putting it in 
prafUce. Think what a defperate litjuatioa 
I muft be in, affailed T>y all my old com^ 
plaints ; incapable o£ daring to compofe the 
uiual little compliments in verfe, with which 
the arch-dukes and dutcheffes are accuftomcd 
to felicitate their axiguft parents on their 
name days ; and inflead of a new opera# 
that was wanted for ladies and gentlemen to 
p^form, at the next carnival, I have been 
obliged to propofe Olimpiade^ in cale the 
Muie^ fhould turn their backs upon me, 
after fo many years of wedlock! But I 
would not have you think, that, with all 
thefe pli^es and impediments, I have loft 
fight gf your request I ihall again attempt 
the ford,* and not defift till I am able to pais 
'\U I have now a crowd of friends about 
me, who are talking to me all the time I am 
writing ; lb that I know not what efcape^ 
from my pen* But my comfort is, that we 
underiUnd each other, and ihould not mis- 
take the meaning of our hearts, if we fpoke 
Arabic or Chinefe. 

I am obliged to write you a letter in fa- 
vour of a certain Mr^ Uufebir^ who is going 
fo Madrid in ord<^i to fei ve in the Spaiiifli 

cavalry. 
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cavalry. Though it frequently happens that 
theic offices are forced upon us, and we 
plague our tricnds with letters of mere form, 
thk is not of that kind* This perlbti i$ 
really of extreme good morals, oi great mc- 
fit, and well wortiiy of your patronage : {o 
that I not only folic it for him myfclf, but 
the general count d'Althan, a perfect judge 
gf his profeliioa, and your great admirer, 
reconunends him to your notice. 

Oh how impreifcd I am with the lumi^ 
nous grandeur of the Manzaiiare divinity! 
Why am not I a Homer ! Happy you, who 
hare occular teftimony of iuch iublime vir*: 
tue ! 

But it is time to conclude. And yet the 

countels d'Althan would kill me, if fhe 
thought I bad not obey ed her orders, in fitying 
at houiand kmd things in her name : fo that, 
to iave my life, I muft beg of you to give me 
a iittl^ nod in your anfwer, that may ferve 
for my juftication. Now remember^ that 
as one of two twins muft fuffer, and it ia 
my turn, I ihaU faa^ the generofity to bear 
it with patience,, in hop&s that you at leaft 
may enjoy that tranquil health which I htve 
fought ia vain thcfe feven years. Love roe, 
bowever^ in ipdte of my impertiibeiit aildi 

teazing 
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teazing complaints, and believe me ywirs* 
in whatever ilate I may be aUowed to 
exifl. 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You will receive by the hands of D. An* 
twtio Jk Abaaty together with this lettcft 
Semiramide ricQnofciuta^ arranged for tiie ufe 
of yoiir theatre royal. This trade of a cob- 
ler, I only exerciie for my iiiconoparable 
Gemello. However, I am obliged to you 
for having forced it upon me : as tins opera^ 
with which I never was quite iatisfied, isL 
now become my favourite. It has gained 
this^ cmqueft againft the grain, which you 
know was no eaiy matter ; but it tias now 
acquired a kind of conftant fire, which, be- 
ing compreifedy ought to become more . in« 
tenfe. In ihort, T am plcafed with it : which 
very icidom has happened to any of my 
own produdtions. Before I forget it, let 
me tell you^ that if you wiih to cut out any 

one 
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one of the foags, that of Mil tec, iii the 
third ady* beginning In irsem a mUk furkf 
might be omitted without much lofs (d)* 

I ihali now rcA myfelf for two or three 
days, and then take Adriano in hand, of 
. which I have not the leaf): idea; and I 
would not read it before, left my head 
ihould be crouded with a confiiiion of images 
hoftile to ^a*cK other. I fhdl expand more 
time in the bufineis than I ought, as I have 
had no amanuenfis capable of afllfting me, 
firtce M^gSa^cca entered intd the fervice of 
the court of Dreiden. . Hence, I am obliged 
to write and tranfcribe all with my own 
hand ; being hardly able to depend on that 
of a mere copyift for the laft tranfcript 
which 1 fend. Add to this all my numberlels 
complaints, and then accufc me of delay or 
negligence, if you have the heart. If ever 
you have any idea of machinery for the Epi- 
logue, let me know it in time, and the day 

{d) In tiie Paris Edit, of Metafhfio's Works» 1755, 
tbe fevenl dramas that are printed twice over, weie al- 
tered to oblige Farinelli, for the royal Aeatre at Madrid, 

To the title of each of thcfe, Calubigi added the words, 
Corretto daii" Autcre. Since thefe alterations have been 
publiihedt they have been generally adopted by coinpoler8» 
ia new fetting thefe dramas* 

for 
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for which it is defigned, that I may &tiA yad 
the words. 

When I have finifhed Adriano^ I ftiall 
zigaasx thiiik of the FefiareUa, or little enter-* 
tainment which you wifli. I fay that I (hall 
again thiiik of it; as ia the midil of all my 
fufFerings I have always had it in mind^ 
though no idea occured which pleated me* 
Thele little baubles are more difficult, with 
refpedl to invention, than great. If you 

wifli to have this aflci tion proved, pray re- 

colled that among the old operas, though 

there ai'C a few that are luiFerable, yet in the 
whole number of ancient theatrical pieces, 
there is not one Serenata^ Entertainment, or 
Oratarbf that is tolerable. I have an odd 
thought ill digefted, of a poliibility of writ- 
ing two parts that would (uit the Mingotti 
and the CaJieiU. But at prefent I drive it 
from my thoughts, as 1 (hould a temptation,' 
leil it ihouid confound my ideas. Stript 
as Adfiano will be, I (hall apply to myielf in 
accommodatmg it : in quantum l^etti^ajuma 
Jiragilitas patitur. 

iiy comparing your iudenngs with mine, 
you afford mc no kind of comfort, ; I know 
that the refemblance is fympathetic; but 
with regard to healtli, I vvi(h our ciicum- 

3 ftances 
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fiances to Be as diffimular as poflible. My 

patience is not lufficient to bear your furfer- 
ings as well as my own. Therefore get 
well as faft as you can, as I am unable to 
turn your illnefs to any account. But, good 
God ! while there are fo many idle people 
who can come into the world merely to rda- 
nurc the earth, and to whom the occupa- 
tion of a little bad health would be an in-^ 
terefting amufement; why arc fo many ho- 
neii: men to be tormented by it, who have 
employments that are ufcful to lociety ? But 
we muft not pry into the arcana of Provi- 
dence. 

Your Didane^ yours as my twin, and 
yours as being fo advantageouily transformed 
by you, has had as great luccefs at Vienna 
as at Madrid. It has been much talked of, 
and is ftill in every one^s mouth ; imagine 
then, whether on thefe occafions, your name 
is forgotten. In Smiramde you wiU have 
an opportunity of diiplaying to the world 
your magnificent ideas, worthy of the ib- 
vcreigns who know your worth. 
' Do you adore our royal patronefs, who 
are happily placed io near her, as 1 do on 
the banks of the Danube, and as fhe ought 
to be adored by all living creatures. Tell 

1 her 
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htr that I am more proud of her approbation 
than of that of the age we live iti, or of all 
the ages to come. You will not allow mc 
t to aicribe all this fhower of favours to your 
influence ; let me, however, owe its conti- 
nuance to your benignant prolperity, and 
take all polFible care, that my want of fuf- 
ficient merit to deierve it, does not tranfpire. 
1 know how little a thing I am, and dread 
the confequence of niy royal protedors 
knowing as much. 

I entreat you to iky for me, to the moft 
relpefted and worthy count Migazzi, all 
that efteem, love, and reverence, kneaded 
together, can fiiggeft. The countcfs d'Al- 
than has already read the chapter concern*- 
ing him, and is neverf atiated with admir- 
ing your incomparable heart, who thus re- 
member your valuable friends, even amidll 
the tumultuous favours of fortune. 

This letter is an anfwer to two of yours 
which arrived at eight days diftance from 
each other, one from the chancellor of our 
court, and the other from Meffrs* Schmitmer. 
I did not immediately anlwer the firft, be- 
cauie I wifhed to accompany my anfwer 
with Semiramide^ which I fhall confign to 
the care of Sig. Azlor, in a few minutes. 

ypL. II. D And 
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And now adieu. If you wifli my healthy 
fake care of your own : and believe that 
there is no tiving creature who loves you 
more than I do. 

Vienna, December i6, 1752* 



We fiiali now return to our Poet's corref* 

pondence with his friend Sig. Filipponi at 
Turin, to whom only two letters of the year 
1752, have been prefer ved. 

LETTER XV. 

/ 

fO jflO. FILIPPONI. 

ft 

I sifNT you long ago, by means of our 

friend count Canale, my Eroe Cinefcy wiuch 
you have doubtle& read aiid examined. You 
muft have oblerved, that to avoid the fim- 
plicity of // Re Pajlwre^ it was necelfary to 
have recourie to more comphcation and or- 
liament; whether thefe ipring from probap 
bility, whether they fuflaciently keep the 
mind of the fpe£faitors in iiiipence till the 
cataftioplie, and whetlier the unities are pre- 
ferved inviolate, notwithftanding the conti- 
nual change of fortune, belongs to iuch as 

3 you 
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you to determine. Here the piece has pro-* 
duced all the efFeft I had promifed myfelf J 
but performed hy four beautiful ladies, what 
opera would not be praifed tip to the Ikies* 

I am glad to hear agaui of this Sig. Rabj^ 
and wi(h him good hick with his edition; but 
you have not told me what iize and letter 
he has chofcn. This filencc makes me fcajf 
that the ii^e will be duodecMo^ and the Ict^ 
tcr of the minute and mierofcopic fe£tj in* 
vented by modern bookfellers for the bene^' 
fit of opticians. But enough of this: I (hall 
fuipcnd my iave^ive^ till the promifed ijpe« 
cimen arrives* 

My reipeds to the amiable prieftels ; let 
me hear from you and her, take care of 
your health, and believe me, &C4 

Viemia, June 5, 17 52* 

LETTER XVI. ' 

TO THfi 8AM£» 

OlTit friendfhip is at the proof, for negli- 
gence oa both fides. I have pardoned your 
rheumatifin^ and how you hav6 to pardon 
the date of this letter. It tells you I am in 
Moravia, and I add, that I have been there 

J> a fix 
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fix weeks in the hands of tyrants, who allow 
me no other liberty than to grow fat, and 
divcit myklf. What mifery! Even this 
anfWer is contraband, under heavy penalties; 
but there is no rifk to which I would not cx- 
pofe myielf for your fake. Curie on inch 
hafte! faid the Tortoife tumbling down the 
hill which he had been twenty years climb- 
ing. You think perhaps, that I allude to 
Sig* Habj — Oh what a miftake! Heaven 
keep me from imitating my executioners. 

So the pious prieftels has made a Nun? 
Oh what a bleffiug ! All breathes devotion 
around you. I recommend myfelf to the 
prayers of your whole family ; and, not . 
longer to prophane them, I embrace you and 
conclude. 

Tnun, Sep. 1752* 



Several of Metaftafio';» letters to anony* 
mous^correfpondents are inferted in the col* 
ledion, to fbme of which there are no dates; 
but the following, by internal marks, ieem 

to have been written about 1 752 or 53. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO A OBNTLEMAN OF MODENA* 

It is extreixielv difficult to imaguic greater 
politeneis or generofity, than tliat of doing 
any one a favour, and then, in the moft 
grateful manner poffible^ thanking the peribn 
on whom it is conferred, for having received 
it. , This is exadiy the cafe with you. Sir, 
wiio, after having favoured me with your 
company, and not only tolerated but court-^ 
ed my importunity, treat me, in your moft 
obliging letter of the 2oth inft. as if the 
debt of gratitude were not mine, but, on the 
contrary, wholly yours. If, after your de- 
parture, you had heard my opinions in all 
converiation, but particularly with the moft 

worthy countefs - t concerning your 

politeneis, complaiiance, and all the pro- 
duftions of your rare and happy genius, 
which we have had the good fortune (o ad« 
mire ; it might have convinced yoH, in ipite 
of your extraordinary modefly, that the oh* 
ligations are certainly all on our fide, in every 
jparticular. If, however, you ihould ftiU 

^ 
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have yowr doubts, we beg of you to return, 
and difpute the point with us in pcrfon ; aiid 
we fliall then avail ourfelves of your good-* 
nefs in furnilhing new claims, to oblige you 
to accept of the beft teftimonies we can give 
of our admiration and gratitude. In the 
mean time, receive this letter with the united 
i:ompliments of the lady mentioned aboyei 
ll^ teftimony of the regard pf^ &c, - 

X, i; T T E R XVIII, 

• TO THE SAME, 

I PEjiCEivB it is your benignant inten* 
tion, Sir, that I fhould terminate the year 
with fitch fatisfadlion and pleainre, as ) 
could not flatter myfrlf without prcfump- 
tion, by putting me in poffcffion of the ex- 
cellexat ietter which you have deigned to 
write to me ; for which, klfling the hand 
whence it flowed, I fender my moft 
humble thanks for the honour conferred 
upon m^, I have a due fenia of the 'obliga- 
tion I owe to my friends and patrons, for^the 
favourable light ifi which they have placed 
ill your c^ cb, and Inail al\vays try not 

tp 
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to diigrace their recommendation, or make 
you repent the having known me. 

At prefent, I ihall neither fend you the 
Drama nor Sonnet, which I promifed, a$ 
neither is iufficiently pohlhed for your in«» 
fpc£lion ; but you will hardly find, whenever 
they come, any marks worthy of a man in 
commerce with the Muies* A thoufand 
complaints, followed by a terrible, cold, 
have fo much dimini(hed my ftrength, and 
debilitated my mind, that all my producr 
tions muft of courfe be languid. Bear with 
them, however, fuch as they are, and beUevc 
me, &c# 

LETTER XIX, 

TO THE SAME MODENESE QENTLEMAN, 

AT PARIS. 

/ 

I NsvfiR thought that my litttle poem could 

arrive at fuch honour and happiuefs, as to 
make me envy its^fate* The being in every 
haiid and every mouth in Italy ; the having 
been fb often on the ^ ftage, in the prmci« 

* It does not appesu* what litde Poem is here meant % 

His celebrated Canzonet, La Liberta^ never was, or 
could be brought on the itiige, but as a Angle foj^ 

D4 pAl 



Digitized by Google 



( 4° ) 

pal cities ; the having fb rapidly pafled over 

mountains and feas : the becoming fo dear 
and familiar to the moft diftant kingdoms, as 
already to fpeak their .language; and pene- 
trating thoie famous regions of the ocean 
into which the world is faid to be divided, to 
' have had the honour of being printed there^ 
of being heard on their ftage and applauded 
by the people ; all thefe great and excc)lfive 
diftin£lions would not have excited in me (o 
much envy, as the information you give me, 
that my little Poem is become the delight 
of the moft beautiful, exalted, and reiped* 
able ladies of France. I have always wiih- 
ed extr<^mely to viiit a kingdom fb great, 
fb warlike, powerful, noble, and marvellous ; 
but now I confeis myfelf ib muoh aSk&ed 
by an invitation from fuch a worthy patron, 
and from ladies whom 1 fo much admire and 
venerate, that being neither able to tolerate, 
or gratify my exceflive longing, it is con- 
verted into pain. If the diftance from 
Vienna to Paris were not fo great, I fiiould 
certainly venture to undertake the journey ; 
but, my dear Sir, I am already old, or (to 
flatter mjfelf ) I may fay, that I ^m no 
longer young. And to undertake fo long a 
journey with fugji a weight of years, requires 

neceffity. 
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neceiTity, not amuiemeht. I have not fiif* 

•ficient ilrength to go and return, in Ihort, 
it appears that I am no longer fit for iiicfa 
journeys, and the lefs fo, as I have no time 
to lofe. May you. Sir, who are fo able to 
enjoy the pleafures of fo great a kingdom 
with honour and delight, manifeft your own 
worth, and receive the homage of fo iplen- 
did a Court and Sovereign ; and above all, 
of thofe moft beautiful and gracious ladies, 
in whofe fervice nothing remains for me to 
do, but to reverence them here, and to 
thank both them and you moft humbly, for 
deigning to think of me iu the midft of the 
numerous objects with which you are £ir« 
jroundcd* 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME, AT MODEHTA. 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 26th of 
laft month, written in the midft of the 
tumults of the Carnival, and your own 
affairs. 

You feem defirous of knowing my opinion 
pf the merit of your Biihop {e). The fub- 

{f) MoniigiiDrc Sabhatiiiu 

limit/ 
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limity of liis genius equals the profundity of 

his learning, aad the amplitude of his eru- 
dition correiponds with his felicity of feiz- 
ing and illuftrating the moft abftrufe aad 
difficult fubje6te. The books and paftoral 
letters which he hascompofed^ are fufficiently 
rich in lacred and profane learning, to make 
us comprehend the excellence and extent of 
his ideas« All Italy has confefled, that in his 
firit employment of minifler, as he had 
wholly merited the confidence of his fovc- 
reign, io m the iecond, of Biihop, he had moil 
worthily fulfilled every part of his minirtry. 
His fermons and writings ierve as flambeaux 
to thofe who wander In darknefs and igno- 
rance^ in fhewing them the way of ialva- 
tion. I fliall not mention to you the eafe 
with which he has traverfed Pamaffus. I 
lhallonly pray to God that the fruits of liis 
greater labours may encreafe the happine& 
of his flock, in proportion to their ex-? 
cellence. 

LETTER XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

I RETURN you, my moft refpedled Count, 
the Treatife of M, Pe^uet^ on the duties of a 
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minifter of jftate, which you were fo oblig- 
ing as to lend me. I have attentively perafcd, 
and found it extremely worthy of the praifes 
with which you have honoured it. It is in* 
deed, Ibmewhat lefs ample than it fhouid 
have been. But whoever would build on 
this foundation, might fin^ a very excellent 
\ plan, and materials for conftruding a moil 
perfect edilicc. But this brevity which in 
every other part of the work is innocent, feems 
reprehenfible, when he comes to treat of the 
fincerity and good faith of a Minifter. The 
author juil hints at their utility, but fo flight- 
Jy, that he leaves me in doubt whether he 
thought them fuperfluous or imprafUcable. 
In tbei faife reafoning of ihort-iighted men, 
utility always takes place of honefty, as if 
they could be feparated : but after the Flo-^ 
rentine Secretary, (Macchiavel) has elevated 
vice into a fclence, this principle, no leis 
falfe than mifchievous, wiiich he almoft 
Jufliiies, is become the myfterious do6brine of 
the cabinet. All the pretended proteftations 
of good faith, are now only ufed to deceive 
»nd impofe on the credulous fimpUcity of 
lis the poor prophane, and^ are of no more 
y^lue^ than the proted^tions of fervitude and 

pbediepc^i 
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obedience, wliich we every day indiicriml* 

nately ule iii mere civility. 

Now it feems to me, as if it would be no 
difficult talk to demonftrate, for the intereft 
of fbciety, and even of thefe falfe reafbners 
themfelves, that, the ufeful is conjlantly infepa- 
rabk from the honeft^ particularly in the con^. 
iuB oj grave and public affairs. And I feel 
the truth of this axiom fo forcibly, that I 
fliould not defpair of proving it to any one, 
not wholly initiated in political myfteries* 
What^ for example, iiiould we have to 
oppofe to any one who reaibned in the fol« 
lowing manner? An artful apd iijfiacere 
minifter, would find it impoilibl^ to conceal 
his fraudulent character, from the very na-r 
ture of falfehood, which is lb incompatible 
with an infinite number of circumftances 
belonging to truth, that if they were capa-i 
ble of being malked, it is impoiiible for them . 
all to be forefeen by the human mind. 

A minifter detected in falfchood, injures 
hu Prince^ the publiCy md himfelf. He in- 
jures himfelf, becaufe a prince of moderate 
underftanding, will never confide in a mi- 
nifter for operations which can be effeded 
by other means* The fpur for ferving hin\ 
^ell, and the bridle for not betraying him, 

would 
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would no longer fubfift. He will injure 
public afikirSy as he will have more chicane 
to guard againft : for every one will think 
himfelf authorized to cheat a knave* And 
he will likewife injure them from his want 
of weight and credit, which will retard their 
courfe, ajid fometimcs totally flop all treaty. 
Gontrads will either not be made, or if 
concluded after a long and tedious negocia- 
don, the buiineis will be tran&ded with a 
veteran negociater accuftomcd to fell'brafs 
for gold. And, finally, it will be mifchievous 
to his Prince, not only from the difficulty of 
treating above mentioned, but becaufe it is 
very natural for the fraudulent dealings of 
the minifter, to be the confequence of orders 
received from the Prince. A difcredit which 
will operate in the fame manner upon other 
Princes, as the miuiiler's bad chara&er upon 
other miniftefs. 

This, and otlier more clear and dole rea- ' 
(bnirig, amply extended In all its parts, and 
enforced frequently by pafTages and examples 
from the moft rcfpedable ancient and mo- 
dern authors, if not fufEcient to eradicate fuch 
a vice, would probably prevent it from being 
fo frequently pradifed without ihame or re- 
morle. You are certainly furniflied with 
4 taleutSy 

s 
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talents, learning, and experience, fufficient 
for iiich a laudable undertaking ; and it is a 
fpecics of duty incumbent on you, to fupply 
the public in writing, with the theory of tho(e 
truths which you Iiave fb long pradifed. 
' At my return to Vienna, I fliall prcfs you 
lb much to this undertaking, that in order to 
avoid teazing, you will at length gratify my 
wiflies. 

Vienna, O^bei 5, 1752; 



Antolne Pecquet, author of the work of 
which Metaftaiio has been Ipeaking, was 
Grand-mafter of the Ponds and Forefts of 
Rouen, and fuperinteiidant of the military 
ichool. • He died in 1 762, at 58. He was 
a man of a very cultivated mind, which he 
confecrated to politics, philofophy, and li- 
terature* His works confil): of an Anal^Jis 
of the Spirit of Laws^ 3 vol. 12 mo. 17 57. 
I'be Fareft Laws of France^ 2 vol. 4to. 1753. 
The Art of Negotiating. Thoughts on Man, 
An ^ay on the Employments of Time, Pa^ 
rallel of the Hearty the Mind^ and good Senfe. 
He tranflated the Pafior fdo of Guarini. 
The Amintas of Taflb. The Arcadia of San- 
imzariu^t and bis verfions are read with 

plcafure. 
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pleasure. Tl^e remarks which Metafia£a 

made ou his duties of a minifler, may not 
be thought deep, by profound and iubtil po- 
liticians ; but they will be admired by plain 
honeft people, for the rectitude and purity 
of their morality. 



END jOF the first SECTION. 
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SECTION II. 

« 

T H£ firi): letter which was written by Me** 

taftalio, to any of his correfpondents ia 1753, 
leems to have been the following : 

LETTER I. 

TO THS CAVALIER PARINELLI. 

Your very dear letter of the loth of Ja* 

nuary, wliich was fent by the courier, has 
been more than a month on the road. I 
am unable to folve the enigma. I know 
that Count UfFeldt, a very exad man, did 
not fend it to me till ) efterday. But I have 
no time at prefent, for examining the pro^ 
bable motives for its detention, as I am 
running to Court : and I have only this mo« 
meat to anfwer you. 

After I had done reviling the two Operas 
which I forwarded to you, I refted a few 
days ; and then tried to develope the half 
explained ideas of the entertaixunent which 

you 
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you ^fire. I have^ at leng^^ a^rtoged 

tliem ill my hcad» Qot without calling ont 
St. Antiio&yf aitd again reftiiig ilnyfelf ; but^ 
in ordei' that I might xiot have them to iibek^ 
again, I threw them rough upon pBspst*" 
When I was upon the point df deliiicatii^ 
the entire plan, withom which I netnrr 
the foundation of any ftrudure, behold & 
there comes an order from Cotot, for a littter 
Polyphe^nie Cantata, for two voices. This! 
termimiled, a thpuiitol othens began to g^^^" 
minate. But to fay the truth,, all together 
are not worth a as their pvc&m, forni is 
only fuited to a ma^uei ^de : fometimes W 
Jittle ilrpphe to be fung^ as an introdufiMW 
to a dance ; Ibme times as a complknentary 
Epilogue to a Comedy ; but the Carnival is; 
long, the Imperial family, thank God, nu*- 
merous, and if all tbele pickings at me aiftf 
not fuffieient to affiid me much, they oc*' 
cupy my tiioughts at leaft, aftid cheat me oF 
them, rather than engage them*- But do* 
not b& frightend at this, however. lam fo 
eager to ferve you, and the chara«^.lers of the 
two women' that I have imagined, pleaie me 
ib much, that next week 1 am determined, 
a£ all events, to. begin to heat the iron. If 
I am plagued with any further commiiiions, 

VOLIJU. E I will 
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I will employ the time I 6ugbt for thetn^ 

and for jou what I can. 

I have not yet delivered your lettei" to 

Porpora, nor ihall 1, till I can at the fame 

time fumtih him with work. I am fearful 

that he will be talking of it, and excite a 
general curioiity throughout the city, as is 
the cafe whenever I am writing. I have 
my reaions lor avoiding this buIUe, particu- 
larly In working for a foreign court ,A thing 
which has not happened before^ >for two and 
twenty years. • 
vl You-a6i prudently, according toyour cul-* 
torn, in having lomething ready in ckfe of 
&ilure; my uncertain health, the manner 
in which I am circumftanced : the flu2:2:lfh- 
<^^s o£ Porpora^: the uncertainty after being 
icile fo long, of his fulfillhig your ideas : 
Snifter deky. of the poA in fo long a 
journey, and a thoufand other unforfeen ac- 
cidents might overiet an unthinking being, 
but not fuch a one as my dear Gemello, 
who thinks of and provides for every thing. 

Adieu : I have now with me draughtfmen 
a.nd taylors, in order to transform my ferene 
Arch-dutchefleslnto Amazons, and the Arch- 
duke into a Grecian prifoner. In the midft 
of all your hurries, love me, as mucji as 1 

love 
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lov^ you, hi ^te of fo indifereet iind in- 
tolerable a diilaoee. 

Vientia» February 15, 1753. 

L E T T E R n. 

TO THE SAME. 

&Y. dint of perfeverance^ I have at lengthy 

thank heaven, accompliflied my defign. The 
day before yefterday I wrote the fiual chorus^ 
and ga\ c to my labours the laft paternal bc- 
nedidtiom But the havhig iiniihed is not 
my greatcft comfort ; it is the fancying that 
what I have done, is the leaft imperfedk of 
all my works* You vv ill ice comprefTed in 
a> (ingle ad, emotions, events, andpailions, 
abuudaiidy lufficicut to all up the time of a 
long drama* The fubjed is xmcommon; 
there is novelty in the characters. They 
weep without being theatrical, and laugh 
• without buffoonery : in fliort, if felf-lovc 
does not wholly blind me, the compohtion, 
confidering the ftate of my head, is fuch as 1 
cpuld hardly promife myfelf, and Ihews 
plainly, that the beneficent Deity of the 
Man^anare has not denied me her influence. 

£ 2 But 
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But» alas ! 9^ iM^hing k to be p6c&& iit 

this vale of tcud, an accident has happened^ 
which has very much imbittered the joy 1 
bad in fcrving you fa well, and in ftieh good 
time* W heu I had half done my work, and 
was thinking of CQmmunicating to our Por- 
pora the iicret,. and giving him lome of the 
words to fet, this fame Porpora, who not- 
withAanding his age, has,^ in general, the 
health of a Jcfuit ; at the very momenti I 
panted him, was ieized with a violent cold 
and fever, apd what is worfe, with a ftrong 
apprehenfioa of dying ; this not only wholly 
deprived liim of the power of prefeftt applU - 
cation, but threatened a very long illnefe*. 
Grieved at this unexpcdled inconvenience^ 
I. witlihekl my fecrct, and propofed to my 
fclf the waiting for his recovery. But in 
going home, and revolving matters in my 
tiiuiights, I found that by tlie leaft lofs of 
time,' it would be morally impoifible for the- 
ctttertainment to arrl\c at Madrid foou 
enoiigli for the deftined day of performa^ice^ 
I had tlioughts of fending )ou the word* 
without mufic ; birt on a fecond pcrufal of 
your letter, I faw that you had cxciuded that 
meafure, by pointing out the impraaicability,. 
after- fo long a journey as from Germany ta 

Spaiur 
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Spaiiiy to fend tbe poem from Spain mto 
Italy, to "be fet and returned in time for the 
prefent ieafon. During theic agitations, my 
great eagernefs to ferve you fuggefted to me 
a third refolution, which 1 hope will be ap* 
proved, or at leaft tolerated^ as an eSeOt of 
' my true and finccre zeal* 

' I fent for SIg. Giufeppe Bonno, chamber 
compofer to his Imperial Majeily, a man 
educated in Naples, at the expence of the 
Emperor Charles VL when it abounded 
with able profeffors, of good tafte, and en- 
dowed by nature, with that grace which is 
incompatible with extravagance ; and the 
only one in fliort among thoib who are in 
this country, from whom I could reafona-* 
bly exped any thing tolerabk^ I commu*- 
nicated to him the fecret, without mention- 
ing Forpora, impofmg on him profound 
filence ; I confided to him the work, animat- 
ed him with the hopes of acquiring honour^ 
and I flatter myfelf that he will fulfil my 
/expe^tions, from what I haVe already heard, 
as he is far advanced in the undertaking. 

Thus you will have the entertainment 
which I have written, in time, aad if you 
pleafe, fet to mufic | which will afford you 
the fatisfadiun of preienting a new picgc to 

* £ 3 your 
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your admirable Sovereign, on the deilincd 
day. If the inufic ihould not pleafe you, it 
may be laid afide, ai^d the delay will be no 
more than it would have been had we waitf 
cd for the recovery of Porpora- The whole 
inconvenienoe will amount to no more than 
a fmall preient to Boano> if his muhc ihould 
not be approved: a prefcnt indeed which 
will neither ruin tlie Spauiih monarchy, nor 
make the great heart of my Gemello 
tremble. 

Now this entertainment is finiflied, which 
lay on my mind, 1 ihall think of the Lk^M-* 
zay or complimentary epilogue to Semiramis^ 
and of the air which you wiih to change. 
In the niciii time, I inclolc for you the 
fcene, and the dreffes of the entertainment, 
for which I «iive vou notice, that there 
will be fome rehearfals neceflary for the 
Recitatives, if you wifli things to go they 
pught. 

But I can write no more. As fuon as the 
muiic is iinilhed and tranfcribed, I ihall pack 
up this little drama, and try to get it coht 
vcyed to you with the utmoft fpeed poiiible* 
If I fliould not have hit your tafte, give m^ 
credit at leail for ftrivin^ hard to do it, and 

prefervc 
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p^referve yourfelf with care for the fake of 
your affedionate and conftant friend. 

Vienna, March, 1733. 

LETTER 111. 

' to the same. 

By the letter which I received from Ma- 

diiJ, of the 20th of lad month; chiefly 
written by Sig. ILodolti^ I perceive that you 
wifli to have the court of Apollo for the fub' 
je£t of the Licenza to Semiramuie* My wiQx 
would be that the GoJdefs Iris fhould Ipcak, 
and not Apollo ; and by the leaf inclofed^ 
read with attention, you will perceive how 
your thought and mine may be conciliated : 
fo that I fhall dwell no longer on the fubjeft.. 
At the i^me time, inclofe the fiir fubfti*. 
^uted iijfteiici of that which begun thus: /(? 
veggo in hntamm^ : and I hope it will not 
pleafe you lefs thaia the firil. ^ 

i lh.aU write the ^o^ds for the J^icin^ as 
Ivoii I have breathed a little ; of which.! 
fc^ve great oQcai;oii« . , 

The mufic of the entertainment is not yet 
germinated : and I impertinently folicit the 
ppor gpmpofer every day. In the m^an time, 

94 1 have 
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I have acquainted Count Azlor of the occa- 
iioii we iball have for his aiiailiuxce ia fo 
warding it to you by the firft courier thatftirs. 

I muft beg of you to take care that Porpoi a 
does not hear of my packet. You know 
bim weU eaough to be qertaiii that he would 
not eafily Uften to reafon. His tongue ia 
flippant,. I am delicate : and Ihould be lorry 
if my impatience to ferve you, fhould bring 
OA an unplealant difcuilion. My hypoadriac 
fufferings arc in great want of peace and 
tranquillity, 

• I have pubhflied in every converlationt 
your exceffive gratitude for the gracious 
prejfent iiom my moft augull fovercign, 
and It is impoflible but fhe muft have 
heard of it by this time. I rejoice with my 
dear Getnello at the honour this will refle£k 
upon his charader. Thefe are illuftrious 
bccaiions which will manifeft it to tb^ whole 
world. Not a Spaniard . comes hither of 
whom I do not tnftantly enquire after you ; 
and all ipeak the fame language to mc; 
ibat your munificent £>vereign's love of you, 
might have been the efFeft of good fortune ; 
but to have aicquired the love of the wholQ 

♦ 

liatioii, muft infallibly have been your own 
WQrkt OQd bldi you, prefery^ you as 
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you are, andi what all thpfe who have tb^ 

coiiiideDce of piouarcbs ihould be* 

Vktioa, Marph 24, 1733, 

My packet is dire&ed to you, aud contains 
my original tranlcript of the entertainment : 
the original fcore of the muiic, a letter 
from m^ and a plan of the machinery for 
the Licenza to Seiiuraaiis, with a copy of 
tlie words. 

I have heard the airs at the harpfichord, and 

am much pleafed, particularly with that for 
Sylvia ; and have great hopes that it wiU 
Jikewife have your approbation. iVdieu, my- 
dear Gem^lo, 

VieniMb Apiil y, 1753* 

LETTER IV, 

TO THE SAME* 

I WBOT£ two lines in great hafte, merely 

to accompany the parcel which contains tho 
words and mufic of tlfiladifabitata. Oh, my 
dear Gemello, how have you contrived to be 
an honell man, amidil the corruption of the 
harmonic tribe ? This is one of the circum* 
ilanccs which renders you the moft worthy 

4 of 
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of admiration. Bonnoj tbe compofer of tho 

mufic I fend you, has difappoiiited me day 
after day, till this moment ; and yet he is 
one of the moft pundual mailers that I have 
ev^r known. His indolence has ocpafloned 
the miiiing ojie courier. But I was deter- 
mined, if poiiible, that you Ihould have thi^ 
parcel time enough for your fefliv<il, coil 
what it would. I therefore fend it by the 
poil ; and according to my calculation, you 
yill receive it the 29 th inftant. There will 
th(^n be a montl^ for iludying and rcheariing 
the parts. I believe their diftribution was 
pouited out to you before ; however, the 
repetition will coft but little: 

^o^TANZA Lfi Sigmra Mmgoti 
'Silvia La Sigmra Caftelfi 

Enrico // Soprano (f) 

This lail cannot well be changed. To 

reprefent the hufband, he ought of goiirie to 

be a tenor. 

(f) It does not appear viio was die prindpal male Sd* 

praiio wt this time, in the i'crvice of the court of Spain. 
Panzacchi, a tenor of confxderabie merit, I met with at 

1 

Munich, in 1772. His voice was not of the firil claTs, 
but his knowledge^ tafte, and expreHion, were excdlent^ 
Mtngotti came hither firft. in 1754, immediately from 

s^pain. Sgq Gtrman Toi^r^ iuiu i///^. vol, iv, 

I recom-t 
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I recommend to you to have the recitative 
rehearfed, and to infpire a little innocence 
into the Caftelli, at leaft during the time of 
reprefentation. Salute her in my name, and 
tell her to diflemble her malice, for my fake, 
if ihe'lias any. 

I fend you at the fame time, the words of 
the Lricenza to Smiramisy and an explana«* 
tion of the machinery, as it fhould appear 
in the printed book. And now I have f\xU 
filled all your commands^ 

■ 

I« E T T E H V. 

TO THB SAME. 

Last weel^.I received a very fktisfaftory 
letter from you, which merely an an- 
fwer to mine : hence, in cxpedlatiou of 
another, I waited ere I aufwered this, i^ 
order to fave you trouble. This week I re- 
ceive another, dated the aoth of lafl month, 
in which there are replies, propofals, and 
coihmiflions i and here I fhall try to fatisf j 

you ia every point. 

In the firfl place, I inclofe you, a new Xi* 

cenza^ which I produced ycilerday iii a mi* 

f4cvflo^s manner, during the moft cruel 

n^irvous 
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nefvous fufierings. You certainly remem- 
ber the fable whick fuppofes that when Her^ 
eutes was coiiceived, the Sun Aood ftill^ and 
lengthened xhe night : and this being pre- 
mifed, I hope you will find the idea of the 
Jjicenza not unworthy of the fiibjeft. 

The &me -machinery will do for this as 
for the court of Apollo ; but it muft be re* 
Bsembered^ that in the firft Licenza ApoUo 
jpoke, as conductor of the mufes; and in 
this, only as condudor of the day ; and on 
this account, 1 oever call him Apollo, but 
merely SoL For which realbn» • I wilh you 
to take away from his attendants, the inftru* 
ments which were probably affigned to them, 
that they may pais for the attendant hours 
jtiecdfltary in thi§ new LicenaktM The change 
is fo inconhderable, that it will be fcarce 
perceptible; and if you are unwilling to 
adopt it, need not even be made* What 
pity it is that I was not born a female ! can 
•J)oetical docility go further i But who could 
refill: a fellow twin ? 

Vienna, May 19, 1 75 J. 

. The Licenza mentioned here, is inferted 
at the end of the preceding letter, and is dif- 
ferent from that which is printed at the end 
of the opera of Semiramidd^ correSied the 

Author^ 
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AMthoTf in the hfth volume, of Callabigjt*a 
edition of Meta^afig's works, Paris ^ i7S5- 
Though this, as well as the other,t, tura», 
upon hyperbolical compliments to Ferdinand 
VI. yet, as it feems not to have, had admif- 
fion amon^ his dramatic pieces, the reader 
lhali be prefepted with a copy of it here, as 
*a fupplemejat to the letter m wluch it was 
incloied. 

L I C £ N. Z A. 

Lo fa: tacetty Orefeguad: alewfi 
Vol nCaffrettate in van : dal cielo Ihera 
UnL ffetaie ch'io porta mji^an giorii»^ 

Dfll ^oppefto emsfero 

Gla rinquieto abitator Jojpira : 

Sp ebe gid defto anumra 

Voftinaia fum mtu ; il ptrtinaci 

Scintillar ddk Stillij $ Ut dim^rm 

D§lla foi da fuoi voti infidu aurom* 

Jiiailfifffainpace: e pmfi 

Woggl mfceun Fernakdo. Jiuica m cUh 

SoUnne legge e qn^fta, 

Perche nafcangli Alcidl^ il Sol J' arreJJa* 

Ma d'^jfir uon fntenda 
Eptah al Numt IJpam 

Baiche PEroe Tebatm 
Pur nCarreJio cofi* 

La dlfftrenza intenda 
Chi dilaiar mi vide 

La mite per Jlcide 
Jida f€r i'ernando il dt» 

Lkenza^ 
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' Licenza, or complimentary <iip3ogiie iii^ 

tended for the opera of Semiramis^ when 
brought on the ftagd at the cowt of Spain^ 
by FarincUi, 1 753. r 

Apollo speaks. 

I know it well : fllence ye h^y hours i 
Invata ye prefs me to purfue my courfeu 
Think- not that I ftiall quit the Iberian fhorc. 
Precipitate on this illuftrious day. 
Th' impatien6e of the other hemfiph'ere 
I know, each chill'd inhahltanr awakes ' 
>And wonders lin^crini^ nigi.t lo long remains. 
While pertinacious itars Itiii fparkle rouad 
And make Aurora deaf to all theii: firayers. 
But let them patient bear the traniierit illy . 

■ 

And know that this aufpicious day 

Produced a Ferdinand. 

But when the great Akides firft had hfrUi, 

Whofe deeds from monfters waiB to fr«e the eardf^' 

I llopt my courfe— Be ftill ye diftant dimes, . 

*Tis the cckiUai law oi iuicicnt times. 

though at the Theban hcros' bir^ 
J check'd my fiery fteeds. 
The Spanlih chief's fuperior.woFtb 
A different homage needs. 

Great Jove himfcif I fure {hall pleafc 
By zeal I now difplay : 
I night prolong'd for HerciileS| 
For Ferdinand the day: 

3 . LET- 
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LETTER VL 

TO THE CAVAUEK FAAINEI.LI. 

m 

If I had been a prophet as well as a poet» 

I Ihould have predi6ted fo iuippy a reception 
to my lit^e piece, as to haye called it rather 
the - fortunate, than the desert ISLA^'D. 
The magnificent recompence which it ha^ 
procured me, fo far furpafles its intriiifiQ 
worth, that i find muclt. more difficulty in 
framing pepper thanks, than ia bringing it 
foith* 

You from whofe kiiid and friendly hands 
the royal munificence palfes into n^ine, muft 
aiiiil me in this dilemma : and humbly offer 
for me at the foot of the throne, thoie juft 
fentiments of relpeft, reverence, and grati- 
tude, which eagerly rife in fuch crowd&from 
my heaft, that neither the tongue nor the pen 
can give , them utterance. You who have 
not only long known, but been in pofleflion 
of my heart, can be anfwerable for the truth 
of thefe expreflions ; and accuftomed as you 
•t-e to. negle£t yourfclf for the advantage of 
others, do you procure me the continuance 
■ "of 
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of a patronage which will do me lb m\jtdh 
honour in the eyes of all Europe* 

It was wife in you to provide me fo light 
a waiftcoat. You forefaw that the weight 
of royal favour would have made me fweat 
even under the bear's tail. I am extremely 
obliged to you for ib ufeful and fidendly a 
thought^ in which you are dUcoverabic, 
though maiquedk # 

I have been prefent at Aranjuez ail 
the time I was reading your letter. The 
minute, ample, clear and lively defcription 
which you have given me of this feiHval, 
ha^ traniported me into Spain* J have fee4 
the theatre, the fliips, the embarkation, tSie 
enchanted palace ; I have heard the trills of 
my incomparable Gbmello'(g*) ; and have 
venerated the royal alped of your divinities. 
This aflfe£Honate attention* in making md a 
guell, as much as was poliible at fuch a dii- 
tance, in this delicious Iberian magnificence, 
and with fo much trouble to yourfeif, 
awakens tender reflexions on the ftability of 
your matchlefs friendfhip, and binds you to 
my heart with ftronger claims than ever. 

Q) This clears up the difficulty of jiainuig;the firfi^ 
from to whom the part of EwrU» ivas aiSgjoed* 

The 
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The Marquis del Paolo has written a very 
io0g letter to his brother at Vienna, in which 

he only fpeaks of you. He is charmed, 
aftouiihed, and confufed, at the polite recep^ 
tioii which you have given him on my ac- 
count. Imagine to yourfelf how I muft 
have been affedled by thclc coiiilant, amia- 
ble, and indubitable, proofs of your partial af- 
feftioii for me. Where is the wonder, that you 
(hould become the delight of this generous 
and enlightened nation ? I defy Envy her- 
ielf, not to deteft her own character, in con^ 
templating yours. Hcdven preferve you for 
the delight of your ibvereigus, the iervice of 
your friends, and the juftification of fortune ; 
whot by your fingle example, may defend . 
herieif fufficiently from all former accula- 
tions. 

I rejoice that the Counts Valmerana go 
on ib well ; and rejoice the more, at their good 
fortune being derived from you. I have not 
the honour to know them ; and my zeal for 
• their fervice is the child of the Venetian Am- 
baifadoi^v who entreated me to recommend 

them. I have told fo many people that I 
have an affe&ion for you, and you have faid 
to (o many others, that you have a regard for 
me, th^t at prcfent every body knows it. 
VOL, II, F Hence 
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Hence it is» that I am fo amtinually befiege j 
by perfoos who wilh mc to pefter you with 
reccHnmendations. I defend myielf from 
thefe attacks like a lion ; and yet there arc 
cafes in which it is impoffible to drive it into 
fome people's heads, that two lines of recom- 
mendation cannot be refufed without mdeneft 
aad inhumanity* Now in fuch flreights it 
is neceflary, that we fhould agree not to re* 
gard every letter as a draught on friendflbip^ 
which muft be paid by trouble and incmve- 
nience, any more than we mean to wear 
the livery of every owl to whom we fiy, 
your JervanU Whenever you fhall ferioufly 
permit me to make uie of your friendihip^ I 
will advertife you of it in a confidential let- 
ter ; and without this previous advice, I en- 
treat you not to regard my recommendations 
as transfers of your friendfliip: otherwife I 
lhall be full of remorfc, and tliink myfelf im- 
portunate, to the perfbn in the world whofe 
kmdneis 1 Ihould be moft unwillingly to abuie^ 
I have tpid Bcmm that his mufic fiicceed-i 
ed, without entering into other circumftan- 
ces, which would perhaps have mortified him* 
If ever he ihouid hear any thing of its mif- 
/^arriage, f fliall then explain the fads^ and 
convince him,, that neceffity, not diiapproba^ 

tion. 
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tion^ (Occa^cmed the variatioil whiehliapA 

peaed. In the mean time^ I am unwilling 
to apply the remedy before the difeafe is felt* 
I do not mean to . exaft from you the 
jmalleft iacrifice in behalf of the Duke di 

Junta Elijahetta, I mentioned him to you 

without a i^ond intention. This nobkmaa 

has long refided at Vienna. He was fre- 
4q[uently at the Gounteis ^jUtbatCt coHver/a* 
:ziom ; is very ftudious, and particularly fond 
of poetry* Hence, by lAeans of talking 
much together, we acquired a kind of fami* 
Uarity* This made me remember to men« 
lion him to you, when I found he was going • 
to Madrid; not without a little- of that envy 
which I feel for all thofe who have the hap- 
pineis to fee and embrace you* But put no 
kind of violence on your incUnation ; do by 
him juft as you would, if I had never men* 

tioned him to you ; as I have abiulutely no 
Other wiih, than that of leaving my incom* 
parable Gemelio to his iachnations. 

Your laft letter found me in an epheme^ 
ral fever, which obhged me to keep the. 
houfe for fbme days, and prevented me from 
anfwcring you as foon as I wiihed. Thank 
heaven I am now better, but the poor head 
fiill protefis againil hard labour* Be thank- 

F a ftfl 
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fill for this, if i do not plague you miich 

longer to-day.: as, according to my preleat 
humour, you would not otherwife have come 
ofFlb eaiily. 

Adieu, therefore, for this time. I do not 
entreat your love : as after fuch certain and 
frequent proo^, it would be ingratitude to 
doubt of it. But I beg yon, however, to 
believe, that my gratitude, friendfhip, and 
afFcfiiioxi for you, exceed all bounds ; and 
that with an unexampled conftancy, I lhall 
be eternally yours. 

* 

LETTER VII. 

TO TH£ SAMB. 

Thovgh I refpeft your occupations, and 
try, as much as poliibie, to avoid the de- 
corous title of tirefbme ; Yet I cannot refrain, 
every now and then, from giving ^ou a 
tranfient embrace, at leaft, Juft to awaken 
in you the idea of our tender frieadlhip. . . 
This temptation is conihmt ; but it is en* 
creafed to, a moft violeut degree, when any 
one either fpeaks or writes to me about you. 
This faaic Duke Janta Elifabetta^ has 
tal.ke4 fo n-uich to me of your being juftly 

' . adored 



Digitized by Google 



f 



( H ) 

adored by the Spamili iiatioa, aud of your 
isifFe&ion for me, that^ though I knew thefe 
particulars perfedly before, yet .X w^ut ta 
hear them repeated every inftftnt. * Circum-* 
Aauced as you are, to have coaverted inta 
love, that malignant fertnentatkm- which 
has contaminated all the poor defceiidants.of 
Adam, with the indigefticm of the- unfortu<> 
nate apple, is an enterpriie which has few 
examples. K\\ the reft may be afcribed tt> 
fortune ; but this can only haye beenaccom^ 
pliKhed by yourfelfc I have not now the * 
ieail doubt of it : my accpunts ^re too coa«* 
Aatit, numerous, and confiftent. If they 
are fallc, the whole vmiv^rfe muft have con* 
fpired in deceiving me : a thing morally im« 
poiTible. 

We fhall here have reprefented at court,' 
on St. Thereia*s day, my Clemenza di Tito* 
The command from my moft auguft patro- 
neis, has been fo entirely unexpected, that, 
from the extreme fliortnefe of the time, it 
will be milerably executed* The lingers, 
who have been collefted in eight days, aw 
not equal to the enterprife for which they 
are cailed. They either coniift of people 
unknown, or worfe^ The Cafarini, the 
Mariiii, the Ghiriugella, the Curioni, Ma-. 

w 3 riamuno, 
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Marianniao, and Ottani, a painter, are tho 
heroes and heroines of this feftival (/&). The 
compofer is a gertain Adolfati, a Venetians 
fettkd at Genoa $ all fruits whcdly fbreign 
^ - to our climate. I fliall give you no account 
of their fiiccefe^ bccaufe in iiich cafes, every 
one is ejodowed Vfi^ the gift of prophecy* 

Previous to this peiibrinance, I fliaU go 
into the country, to relreih my lungs with 
the hal&m!c air of the mountains of Mora**^ 
via, in order to fortify my fiomach for tho 
' dofe, But I Aould neither have been ablQ 
to hope for a fortunate journey, nor advan** 
tage from my reiidence, if I bad ftirred widv> 
out embracing my dear Oemello, and Umnlc-» 
ing him for his partiality to me, which I 
hear from ail (j\iarters. You may lafeiy be* 
lieve that mine is perfcftly reciprocal, and 
that I neither will nor C4a be otherwiie thai^ 
yours, 

Vienna, September 1 1, 1 75 

(h) Tha Cafarim was here in 1746, aa feooiul woman^ 
^ theCurioni in I755t ss thur^ ^ were in no bigliei 
Avour uritb tiiQ Englifh, dian with Metaftafio, Of Oe^ 
taoi fome account is given, in the Jtalian M^Jtcal Tofir^ 
lurtTuaiN, 

LET- 
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LETTER VIIL 

* 

TO TKx sXm. 

I* WISH to anfwer your letter of the lad 6[ 
laft mouthy moil amply^ with refpe^l to 
your indiipoiition ; aud very briefly, on ac-* 
count of my own. But what my poor head 
w3I fiiffer me to do I know not ; (b cruelly 
haa it been tormented for thefe four days, 
paft, by my uiual tenfion of nerve$y which 
irritate me^ from time to time^ beyond that 
j[>oitioh of patience with which I am fur« 
niilied for comtnon infults. But you are not 
to blame ; and it is not ftir that you thould 
be punilhed with tirefome complaints of my 
ailinents. , What I fpeak and write to you, 
my dear friend, is what I think, not what 
I fey ; and I do not write all, left I fhould 
be thought by thole who are not acquainted 
with me, one of the common worfhippers of 
y>ur fortune ; which 1 only love in you, as 
an luflrument, by means of which you dif- 
cover the good qualities of your heart: 
among which I muft, for my own fake, 
enumerate the admirable conllancy of your 
friendfliip. 

jr4 If 
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If it is true that you are pleafed at all the 

world knowing it, you. may be perfedly 
iatisfied: for our reciprocal afie^ion Is {o 
public in every part of Europe, that I am 
perpetually teazed by different people from 
Naples, ivonie, Venice, Milan, and a ii^u- 
dred other parts of Italy and Germany/ to 
implore your protedion. I am extremely 
flattered by. this ; but affure you, that I fre- 
quently pals for a miiauthrope, for not add- 
itig. my importunities to the too great num- 
ber of thofe with which you muft be coa- 
'.t' *'• 

Itantly peftpred. 

Befor<j I received your minute relation, 

I was informi^d of the royal pomp and maf- 
terly : e^adlneX^,. with which my Semiramide^ 
thanks to your experience and affiduity, was 
brought ou the ftage. I am pleafed, but not 
lurpriied ; it is eafy to forefee the reception 
of what yoy undertake. 

You have treated with Jomelli 'in your own 
way, and he has fulfilled the articles in hk: 
that is to fay, like a ihckhead of the firft cla&. 
1 pity him ; but his indolence is fo exceliivCi 
that it produces all the effeds of malice, I 
fear that fortune will be tired of favouring 
hxxxi. God fend he may ever fubdue thisiiv- 
firnjity. In the mean time, I ap|plaud your 

refolution 



Digitized 



( 73 ) 

refblution of nevei^ again ufing fo uncertain 
an inilrument. Signora Mingoui will many 
times in her life regret the banks of the 
Manzanare, which ihe now fo uiiadviiediy 
abandons. I believe the (acred words nefci^ 
tis quid petatis^ are particularly applicable to 
this kind of people. . 

I wrote you word iometime ago, that the 
Mattei was a woman not without merit; 
but I did not coiKeaifrom you, that 1 ihpuld 
have wilhed for a little more dignity in her 
figure and voice. Both are good, but not 
quite fufficient for the fir ft parts. However, 
fcarcity has feconded her pretentions in Italy. 

I hope fhe will not have the imprudence 
to overate herfelf in negotiating with you for 
the theatre royal. I am not in a fituation to 
affiO: you in treatmg with her, as we are 
not in correlpondence. She has made all 
Italy believe, that I was in love with her ; a 
falfity which does fuch difcredit to iny good 
talle, has lb much oiiended me, that J have 
never aniwcrcd the letters fhc hp^ written to 
me, for fear of giving weight tq .a fable 
which has no foundation in truth. If you 
fliould fee her, you will judge, and do Juftice . 
to your friend. ^ • * 
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I ihall turn the circumcifion of jUixanier 

in aiy thoughts. But my dear GeincUo, 
the ent6q>rifc frightens me ; for this drama 
is all action, nut words. The kcue^ aie lo 
conne^bd, that retrenching any one^ would 
diflocate the machine. 

If Semtramis was long, what opera can 
be fliort? However, what is the work I 
would not undertake to pleaie you I I muft 
tell you, however, that the obftiiiate perfe- 
cutions of my bead will not permit much 
appUcation. I ihould be ixiCOiifolabie, \^ \ 
a&ed the part of Jomelli, 

I beg you will prefent my affedionate and 
conftant refpeds to Mmfignmr Atigazzi^ and 
to the Duke of Sanfa Elizahetta ; I envy you 
their company, as much as I envy tliem tfad 
' enjoyment of yours. Oh that I could once 
more embrace dear GemeUo ! But how 
I rave ? Thcfc are poetical ideas i and yet 
I will give way to as much hc^e, as will 
cheri(h a wifli of which I would not be de- 
prived. Adieut my excellent GemeUo. Pity 
(ny head, and believe me, &c. 

P. S. i directed your letter to our P^r/^nVy 
aud he^has fcnt nac the inclofed in anfwcr* 
without a word to myfelf : and I forward it^ 
.j^ithout another word on tlie fubjedl. 

// 
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. // Sajfone (HaJJeJ left this place about two 
months ago* He ipoke much to me abo^t 
j^ou, and with that efteem that is jour due. 
However, he ieemed extremely mortified, 

that you had anfwered none of the letters he 
Jiad written to you. I fuggefted to him* that 
it was likely they had mifcarried, and he 
begged of me to inform you of tbem. I fuU 

' fill my promife to a man who dclcrves as 
much coniideration for his charadker and 

jnauners, for his profeihoiial excellence. 

Vienna) Noveihber 30^ I753« 

■ • 

LETTER iX- 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE now to anfwer your moil aflec« 
tionate letter of the 1 1 th of November, with 
whiclx I received a copy of Simiramis^ in its 
. Spanifh drefs. I thank you for your kin4 
< attention, and proceed to ^iwer your re-* 
quefl. 

When I wrote Adriano, I tried to makg 
the parts of Adriano and Famajpe as equal* 
as poilible ; as well as thofe of Emirena and 
Saima. Indeed AdrianozxA Saimava^ in 
the principal charaders ; they form the 

principid 
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principal fubjed of the drama, and their im- 
portance becomes more confiderable, as the 
bufinefs advances. Notwithftanding this, 
tfom the vivacity of the lirft iceiies of Far^^ 
nafpCy all the fingers have been 'deceived, and 
have often made me the fame requeft as you 
do at prefent* It feems a matter of choice 
whether Adriano and Sabina^ or Farnajpe 
and Emirenaj are regarded as the principal 
parts. But in fad, Adriano is the title of 
the opera, and between him and Saiina the 
principal buiineis is traxifaded. Emiroiia is 
only introduced to try the virtue of Adriano, 
who finally vanquiihes hiniiblf ; ^nd this tri- 
unlph of his virtue, is the adion reprefented. 
The diftributioii therefore of the parts, de- 
pending more on policy than fcience, does 
liot ieem to belong to me ; v^ho not being on 
the fpot, am ignorant of many circumftances 
neceifary to be known, previous to a decilion* 
All I can fay with fincerity is, that if I were 
a hril man linger, I would repreieat the part 
of Adriano^ and if a female Siren, it would 
pleaie me more to be a Roman Jimpreis, 
diU of genero(ity and virtue, than a llave^ 
enamoured like a cat* 

/ -I iiave already circumcifed the firft aft of 
AJfJjandro. Oh what a butchery! 1 have, 
!fc «ut 
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cut out two hundred and fixty-fix verfes, 

and three airs. My dear Gcmello, this moil 
ungrateful bufniefs ihould not have been 
mine. To make one's lelf a Eunuch with 
one's own hands, is a facrifice of which 
there are few examples. But it mull be 
done, and I hope the reprefentation will re- 
ceive advautdge from it. 

Yoii cannot poflibly wi(h more for a new 
opera of my writing, than I to fui rufh you 
with one; and I have it always in my 
thoughts ; but not to tire yon with the re- 
petition of all the cock and bull ftories which 
1 have formerly told you, I beg of you to re- 
fled, that on the birth-day of my augui); 
mlfbrels, there was an opera reprefented here 
at court, and this opera was La Ckmenza di 
Tito. This text needs no conoment. Addio. 

Vienna» December 15,. 1753. 



No more than two letters to his friend 
Filipponi, of this year» have been preierved. 
The firft is not very important; but the 
fecond, which conceriu the long meditated 
edition of his works, by Rabj of Turin, will 
furniih the reader with the author's-own 
ideas of all his productions, which were thci> 
ready for the prels. 

LET- 
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LETTER X* 

TO 816* FILIPPONX* 

YoTO laft letter of the 14th of April, af- 
forded me very great pleafure, like all the 
reft, except that this was rendered tintifiially 
reiilhiag, by long iafting. from your literary 
food. There has not been the leaft chano-c 
. in my health, either for better or worfe, in 
the courfe of the whole winter, aad fpring. 
I have been nearly eight years at war witli 
my hypochondriac complaints ; but, in fpite 
of iuch long trials, we have never yet 
fbund the way to an accommodation* In 
.other reipe^s, I eat, ileep, and in the midll 
of the moft cruel attacks, put fo good a face 
on the matter, that 1 am more regarded 
with envy than pity. The beft of it is, that 
I give myfelf no more trouble in trying to 
• * get rid of thefe torments, as hope has en- 
tirely left me* I reckon that 1 ihall have a 
hump*baek, which I am difpofed to carry 
patiently, for the reft of my Uie, with as 
much care and grace as pollible (/). 

' ($) Twenty years after this letter was written, the poet 

was fomewhat curved by age; but his clerical doak of 
A-bsite, rendered it very little viiible» 

. I I was 
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I was very glad to fee the ItaUc type of 
your Rabj^ becaufe it makes me hope that 
the Roman will be as good. Indeed I fhould 
advife him to ufe the latter for the verfe^ 
The firft will pleafe learned Italians^ but all 
the reft of Europe, particularly the ladies, 
prefer the Ronqan. I ihall'be glad to lee 
a proof; at all events the edition will be 
ieen by our great grand-children, and we 
lhall hear of it in the Elyfian fields. I thank 
you, for the beautiful fonnet which you com* 
municated to me, and partake of the pain 
it has coft you ; but we muft not unbind the 
wounds. 

Vienna, May 7, iJSi* 

LETTER XI. 

X 

TO THE SAME. 

In ^plte of all the eloquence of your ex- 
cellent letter of the 30th of June, 1 would 
not have you flatter yourfclf that your hy- 
pochondria is worthy of being compared 
with mine; for this plain reafbn, that it ad« 
mits of description. The complaints which 
honour me with their moft vigilant company, 
difdain the limits of eloquence, unlefs theie 
evils fhould be like wives, each of whom, 

they 
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they .iay is thought by the hiiiband^ more 

ugly than his iieighboui''s. 

The fpecimen fent me of the type intend-* 
ed to be ul'ed by Sjg, Rabj^ is entirci v to my 
fatisfa6tion. I fhali fend him a lift of all 
that I have written, or rather of all that has 
been publiihed for mine. And he will di(^ 
tribute to each vokime the operas and dra- 
matic compofitions, as well facred as pro- 
fane, according to the bulk of its contents i 
which by a mixture of long and ftiort, may 
eafily be rendered uniform. In fliort, the 
follQwing feems the proper arrangement. 
All the Dramatic poetry, facred and profane, 
long and ihort, ihould be afligned to the . 
firft volumes ; fo that each may contain four 
or five pieces at moft ; mixing Oratorios, oc- 
carioaal pieces, or other dramatic compo- 
fitions, fufficient to render the volume of a 
proportionate fize, without attention to cliro- 
nology, which is of no confequence to the 
author or reader (^). 

i * 

' (i) Such an attention, however, would havt been of 

great ufc to a mufical hiftorian, in afcertaining the time 
when a great compofer or linger, firft .began to flourifli ; 
and in the Jaft edition of his worksj printed at Paris after 
his own memorandums/ the time when, as well as occa- 
fion and (>!ace where, each of his dramatic pieces was - 
fift performed, have been recorded. 

3 After 
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After thei^, the Lyric poetry (Kould have 
l^lace ; that is, the Cantatas, Sonnets, and 
Canzonets^ And, finally^ the pieces which 
have been printed at Vemce, by Bettinelli, in 
the. third volume of his quarto edition^ under 
the title of jidditions* By thefe are implied 
Whatever I Wrote at a premature age, oi* 
rather in my puenie Hate ; as the tragedy of 
yujlin. pTBy defire him to place thei^ 
abominable Additions at the end of all the 
reft, preceded by th^ Venetian printer's ad* 
vertifement; with this runnmg title at the 
tbp of the page ; (like aft aft ii, &c.) 
in order, when the book is opened by chance, 
that my childifli produftibns may not be a(^ 
cfibed to mature age.^ I have reduced into . 
• a tetter form, Didontj AdriaHo^ SemiramiJe t 
and have added a fourth charafter to the 
Balio Cinefe. 1 have written a fliort drama 
for Madrid, entitled Ulfola difabitata. I 
have coUefted my cantatas, and freed them 
from the blunders of the prefs ; adding Ibme 
iiiedited pieces, and excluding thofe that have 
been falfely afcribed to me. All thefe I 
ihall make no difficulty in communicating 
to &ig. Rabj ; but he muft appoint fomebody 
in Vieima to tranfcribe ftnd tranfmit them 
to him. 

VOL. ii« a Say 
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Say to the venerable pmficisy and ami-* 

able aad lerene little Nun, in my name, all 
that a tender fi iend, father, and huibaody 
can fuggeil. i 

Vienna, Juljr a6j 1753* 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE ABATB PASQJIINI. 

Your gratitude goes beyond the pillars of 

Hercules, and I dare not ilop iliort of you ; 
a good journey to you : and may I fee you . 
well at your return. 

Aflifled by the fweetmeats of fome gra^ 
cious expreffioub in your letter, I have con?- 
trived to introduce a converfation concern* 
ing your affair with the Count de Richecuurt, 
hoping by this means to fhorten the long^ 
period of formality for which you have fucli 
an averiion* He laughed, applauded, and 
allowed that you merited the Idand of Bara^ 

taria ; but faid that it was impoffible to dif- 

penfe with the forms coiifecrated by cuiloni. 
So, my dear friend, make ufe of him with, 
ceconomy, that he may not fail you at your 
need* 

All 
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. All I can dOj will be done ; but that all is 
in atdlliy impalpable to the i^ll which I 
have to ferve jou. You arc not likely to 
grow fiit upon fuch ^al ; but it wiU at 
leaft be a manitedation of the conilancy, and 
fincerity, with xyhich I lhall ever be yours. 

Vienna, JuJy 19, 1753. 



No writer feems to tiate framed..coinpU-» 
.ment^ and felicitations with more grace, 
fj^cility, and elegance, than our author. 

The brother of his friend^ Sig^ jirgemiU 
liers^ the banl^ at Rome, having at this 
time, been created a Cardinali produced the 
two following letters, 

LETTER XIIL 

*tO SIO. ARGENVILLIERS. 

You know how mucli I owe ydu, and are 
not ignorant of my affe^tioa; you have 
therefore in your hands the meaiiire of iny 
joy at the deserved promotion of your moft 
worthy brother to the facred purple. Indeed 
my joy is lb exceffive, that it has degenerated 
into the ten^ierity of writing to him, without 

6 2 a fufficient 
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a fafficient title to his indulgence for fuoh ^ 
liberty. Do you, my dear friend, make my 
apology for the impropriety of this tranfport* 
If you believe that the iucloled letter will 
not offend, feal, pre{ent» and honour it with 
the advantage of your countenance ; but if 
you fhould be of a different opinion, fpare 
me the ihame of becoming importunate, by 
too great an eagemeis to ihew my refpe& 
and veneration : 1 (hall patiently await your 
decifion. 

Envy, which is one of the leaft defeds of 
which I feel myfelf culpable, has, however, a 
little difhirbed me at the number of friends 
who are furroundino- ^ ou on this occafion. 
And why caimot I be of the number ? Pa- 
tience ! 

LETTER XIV. 

i 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE now to anfwer your moft obliging 
letter of the 27th of November, which con- 
firms the well merited promotion of his 
Eminence the Cardinal your brother, and the ' 
enlightened dJfcernment of his Holinefs, who 
would not allow fo ufeful an inftrument to 

3 ti« 
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be far from the throne. I take fo rauch part 
in this event, that it feems as if I partici** 
pated of the advantages, and the honour. 
May you, my dear friend, to the utnaoft e:^* 
tent of my wiftes, enjoy a pleafure fo folid, 
and ib much approved by all good ment 
Continue your afFe6iion for me, and prefent 
tp his Eminence, your brother, my moft 
Aplpcdful duty. 

Vienna, December 17, 1753^ 
jL E T T E R XV. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

I WAS obliged to defer anlWering your 
l^ft letter of the 1 5tb of December, by the 
impediment of a little voyage to Parnaffus, 
which I have been ^onflrained to make 
againft my will, and wliich has been attend* 
/ 0d with more pains than profit. I am now 
to expiate the mora^Jacculo parato. 

You, who have procured me the ineftim*- 
able favours, with which the worthy 
Abate Pqfini^ and hb moft noble ibciety 
have honoured aic, will I hope, return them, 
in my name, with the iame eloquence, the 
moft lis wly prutcflations of my gratitude and 

G ^ reipe6t| 
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re(pecl, without parfimony of expreflions ; 
aiidv as d fs^oof o£ my acknowicdg^nieats, 
advife theni (mcerely, oh my pai t, to defift 
from ih& <lefiga of. hououriag my writiags 
With a Turift republication. 'There are 
adfcady ui eyejrjr city ^ italy^ i»ofe edition^^ 
than ottitribute to my credit. They can be 
pui'ckaipd every where %l the loweft price, 
and I am certain, that this ti6ble' feciety 
woukijnan the rifk 4sS heiiig great loiers, iu 
Ipite of their moft prudent precautions of a 
imall fize, iiifiguificant cuts, the addition of 
inedited fJieces, and dedicittidns, &c. But 
what ought ch^j , aud abioiulely, to deter 
them, is the iiew edition printing at Paris, of 
which I TikVe leen feveral proc^fs, and which 
id fo far advanced, that It will be publiihed 
iu a very fliort time. ^ " • 

* Vienna, 14, 1754; 

LETTER XVI. 

'4" \ ' •* 

, r»-^p SAME. _ 

T«K friendly impiduenbe of my dear yj*. 

lippoui^ at my M^J^^y .fwQctky ilimula4;cs ac- 
tsiHf^'mdv«m6hafiiom me-ia^ gratafcd 
ai;^i&wvkdgciiiie£d:» Your Ipttor^ are always 
/ [ir^i • moft 
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moft acceptable to me, and 1 Ihould more fre- 
quently deferve them^ if the number of mad 
Italians Mvho pefter me with their corref- 
pondence, allowed me a moment s leiiure on 
poft days. But my dear friend, I am the 
butt at which all the infedb of ParnalTus are 
conftantly fliooting. I leave the chief part 
of them to hum and buz, at tiieir pleafure ; 
but tho& whom the indifpeniible rules of ib- 
ciety oblige me to refpe£l, are more than fuf- 
ficient to ablbrb all my time and patience* 
I Jluow that I am not only fure of your for* 
glvene&y but compaflion. I ou^t to have 
aafwered the Paris editor of my works two 
months ago ; but have not been dHolc to ob- 
tain a moment for that purpofe. God knows 
what this good chriftian will fay of me. 
And, indeed, wLuc will you lay of me ? The 
hiftory is not Jong. The ijaapjreiEon ought 
to have been out next month ; but I fear 
that my involuntarily delays will prevent it« 

I beg a thouland tender compliments may 
be prefented in my name to the venerable 
prieftefs, and to all the lacred and profane 
Filipponic tamily. My health deferves no . 
notice either from its good or bad ftate ; I 
therefore haftely embrace you^ and beg the 

' \ 04 ' continuance 
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coutinuaace of your affedion, and belief that 
I am, &CC. 

- Vienna, May 17, 17545 

LETTER XVII. 

TQ SIG. RANIE^I DE CAL^ABK?; (/)« 

The informatipn with which Sig. Ca^ 

btgi ha., tav oured nic, concerning tiie elegant 
edition of all my poetical writings, of which 
he has lately been io obliging as to under- 
take the care, has not a httle excited my 
vanity. Reafoning in my own favour, as 
we are all but too prone tq do, I flatter my- 
felf, that the enterprifc iipplies fpme c^U for 

(/) The editor, panegyrift, and afterwards dramatic rival, 
and cenfureF) of Mctaftaiio*s ftyle. He is author of 
the three operas of Orfe^^ Alcefit and Paridt^ which were (et 
by G luck, in a new dramatic jl^le, that his been adopted by 
the French, and violently praifed by all ihofe who I0V9 
poetry better than mulic. The French who haye frequently 
fine voices, but no ^reat fingers^ do well Xp depreciate th^ 
vocal abilities of the Italians, which can enchant all other 
foreign nations, without theu having the lenfl: knowledge 
of the language in which they hng. Indeed it is noi 
fnercly the fimpllcity of Gluck'§ ilyJe that pleafe^ th^ 
French, but the having formed it upon liuUjf and Ramau^ 
to whofe ftrains Gallic ears wilt long continue partial. 

m 
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my works t that this call promifeS patrons ; 

aiiij that thefe may perhaps procure them the 
general favour of fo cultivated, ingenious, 
^iid ciilighiciiLd 4 iiatiou as tluu ot r range ; 
^ honour to which I never before durft elet 
Vatc fuy hopes, iui iher than merely to keep 
flefire alive. To hnd thisrefore the fuperin- 
tendance of this enterprife in fuch expert and 
friendly hands as yours, aflures me, that, in 
future, I fliall have no errors but my own to 
blulh for ; ^nd not thoie that, thanks, to the 
ihameful carelefliiefs of printers, abound in 
the num<?rous editions with which it i$ 
bard to fay, wh^her our country has hitherto 
perfecuted or diAingi^iihed me, 

Thpngh my patern^il tendernefs may iafe-r 
iy cpi^tide in the affedionate tutelage which 
yoi| have UQdertakeii of my children, it is 
however my duty to endeavour to eafe you 
as much as poifible of the weight and fatigue 
with which you have loaded yourfelf ; and 
not decline alfifting you as much as my in- 
di(penfible employments, unceitam health, 
and gr^at diftance frpm the prcfi, will allow. 

If it be true, that wholefonie council is of 
any vahie, 1 ih^U begin by advifmg you not 
to depend on the Venetian editions, not even 
^ hl^^t ^^to^ ^s %o the opinioa of 

4 ■ 



( 9«> ) 



its lupcriorltv over its corrupt followers, the 
the perpetuating many errors k due. Thefc 
cdiduas have been multiplied iVom year to 
year, and augmented in (ize, without my 
coiifciit, by cantatas, and canzonets, under 
my name^ which I never wrote ; or if mine, 
fo lame, incurred, and disfigured, that I 
fcarcely could recognile them. 

The editions therefore of Rome, Naples, 
Milan, Piacenza, and in Atort, all that have 
come from the Italian prefs, copied from the 
early editions of Venice^ add to their own^ 
all the impurities of their muddy fburce* 

To render your edition fuperior to every 
other, I ought to undertake a general correc* 
tion of all my writings, acdtranfmit to you a 
fair copy of them : An enterprile which I 
have no time to take in hand, nor yoii to 
wait for its compleuon. All 1 can therefore 
do, is merely to point out to you a few Ach 
errors as, from their enormity, are fixed in 
my memory ; and, afterwards, confign and 
recommend to your learning, diligence, and 
friendfliip, the difcovery and correction of 
the reft. Who knows but 1 may be a gainer 
hy this want of leifure, to do my own- work ? 
your partiality for the author, may inciiue 
you fbmetimts to^aferibrfa o the prirrters, hh 
ov. n faults, and procure hiiu corrections, 

I which 
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which your delicacy would perhaps have de- 
prived him of, had you known their true 

origin. 

But that my whole aififtance may not be 

reduced to mere advice, I fciiJ you, in th 
firft place, a very correft tranfcript from the 
original MS. of my cantatas, which have 
either not been publilhed, or are entirely 
freed from the injuries which they huve long 
jfufFered from uulkiiful hands. 

You have likewife Le Cinesi, formerly 
printed under the title of a dramatic compo^ 
fitioHy written as the prologue to a dance ; but 
now augmented with a new character, which 
by enlivening the bufinds, and renderings 
the conduft of the piece more interelling, 
may, perhaps, give it fome fmall prcten* 
Jiohs to novelty. 

To this I add mylfota dijabitata ; a drama 
in which I have ftudioufly tried to prelerve 
the unities, notwithftandjng the time of re- 
prefentation is ftri6tly limited to an hour. 
This, though lately printed at Madrid, has 
. not yet appeared in any preceding coiledion 
of my works. 

With thefe pieces you will receive four of 
my firft dramas, new written; and, as I 
think, wnfiderably improved. Thefe are 

Didone^ 
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Didoncj AdriunOy Semiramide^ and Alejandro ; 
in which I thought there appeared ibme te* 
dioufnels in the adlion, Juvenile ambition in 
(lie ornaments, uncertainty in the charadters, 
or coldnefs ia the cataftrophe : defefls which 
eafily efcape the thougbtle(Ihe& of youth; 
but whicli are noi To eafily forgiven by thai, 
mature judgment which U derived fron^ 
year^ and experience ; an advautage which 
cofts us too much^ not to make a good uf^ 
of It. Finally, I tranfmit to you a faithful 
lift of all my poetry of every kii>d, which 
has hitherto fqca the Ught, And with the 
afliftance of this, you may iafely exclude 
from your edition, a^ fpuriuu§, tbpfe pieces 
which, with too much generofity, have been 

alci ibcd to iiic ill the Vcnetiaii cJitions, 

I (hould have wifhed, that none of my poet;? 
cal compofitions might appear in the Pario 
impreilion, which iavourep too much of my 
adplefcent ftate ; particularly the tragedy of 
Jujlin^ written by me at fourteen years of age. 

Jiut I foiefee that you would b^ unwilling 
to render your imprefiion lefs ample than the 
others ; taught by experience, that the merit 
of an edition is more frequently determined 
by lat fize, than contents. I beg of you, 
therefore, to fpare m^* blv^ih^s as long as yo\i 

eau, 
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Can, by throwing into the utmoft confines of 

the laft volume, all the pieces which were 
printed by-BettinelU in the hril edition^ under 
the title of Additions^ and not forget to let 
them be prefaced by my chronological de-- 
fence. 

You muil not expedt any new protefta- 
tions of my gratitude,^ nor further recom- 
mendations of my writings to your care. I 
know that the firft would be infufficienty 
and the fecond unneceflary; I fliall there- 
fore add nothing to the fincere aflurances of 
regard, with wliich I have the honour, to 
be, &c. 

. Viennai March 91 1754. 

L E T T E R XX. 

TO THE ABATE PASOyiKZ.- 

You do me juftice, in believing mefincerely 
attached to you, and injure me much if you 
imagine that the infrequency of your letters 
can incline me to doubt of your aifedtion. 

The proofs I have tried to give of my 
friendihip, are fureties for yours ; and I defy 
all the iilence of Harpocratesy to make me 
doubt of it. Notwithftanding this, your 

letter 



Digitized by Google 



( 94 ) 

letter was moft welcome ; as by its chear£«l 
complexion, I imagined that neither moral 
nor ph) iical cauies obliged you at prefent to 
exerctfe your patience. I congratulate my-> 
iclf as well as you, upon this ; as I have 
conftantly participated in all the rigour of 
your ill fortune. 

And fo you are determined to pafe from 
the ilage to t|ie pulpit Sr Bonis aviius. Your 
extreme love of truth preceded this phenome- 
non. Happy you, who will be the Maeftro 
di Capella, and the aftor of your own dramas, 
and who will undertake to perfuade a people 
already perfbaded ! If Sienna was a few 
ports nearer, 1 Hiould feel myfelf diaboUcaUy 
tempted to be converted by you ; but at fuch 
a diilance, I can only recommend my con- 
verficm to your prayers, my friendihip to 
your memory, and my fervices to your com- 
mands. Adieu, 

Vienna, May 27, 1754, 

We muft not omit the ufual annual ex- 
trads from our iiard's letters to his friend 
the banker at Rome; to whom thofc of 
bufmefs are generally embellilhed with po^ 
litenefs, affe^ion, and fbmetimes with origi- 
nal wit and pleaiaiitry« 

In 
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In a letter wntteu to him July 29tli of 
this year, after accotints were ballanced, be. 

fays : " Thus all our bufiiiefs is ietticd ta 
the prefent time, except the ufblefs and in-^ 
jurious excules with which you have affront- 
ed me : as if I could be \meafy at fo trifling 
a delay in remitting the ufijal ballance of 
our accounts ! In the firft place, I (hall 
fairly own to you, that 1 never had once 
thought of it; as my temperament corre& 
ponds inarvelloufly with my circumflances, 
which have never oppreiTed me with many 
oeconomical cares. And I muft likewife tell 
you, that without injuring yourlelf and me, 
you could not imagine that a man could be 
at all difturbed about a paltry account, who 
knowing -and loving you as I do, would 
cbearfuUy confide to you his whole felf, cer- 
tain of its being in better hands than his 
own. I therefore expe6l an excuie for your 
cxcufes, and infift on it, that in* future you 
believe me to be a better judge of the weight 
and worth of fiich friends, as well as of ipy 
obhgations to you. Appeai'e me with fume 
commiflion.'* 

In his next letter to him, he fays: Advice 
of money placed to a man's own credit is . 
always fure oi being well received. Con- 

iider 
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fider then how welcome muft that be Mfhidi 
comes from you, who have the power^ by 
yo\xr letters^ of fweetning every kind of lofs^ 
I return yoti iriy moft fincer^ and lively 
thaiiks for your exactitude, aixd ftili more for 
that afiedionate friendfhip Ivhich animates 
your moft indifferent expreflions, and which 
I reckon th^ moft pleafaht and profitable* 
part of our intercourfe" — "The cold , has 
driven me back to Vienna, without any fcn- 
fible advantage from my excurfion this year 
into Moravia* I hope you have been more 
fortunate in your country retreat, and armed 
yourielf againft the afTaults of winter, who 
has already fent hither his precurfors."— * 
Your . affectionate letter of the i6th of laft 
month, confirms, by your obliging folicitudc 
for my health, the fincerity of your love ; a 
pofleflion of which I am more proud and 
jealous, than of the moft precious of my ae- 
quilitions* My extraordinary complaints, 
thank heaven > are fubdued ; and 1 now 
remain in the uflial moft faithful company 
of habitual hypochondriacs, which, during 
many years have exercifed ray patience." 

" Her Majefly, my Patronefs, was incline^ 
to vilit Triefte, and Croatia, during the fine 
weather, and preparations were made for it; 

but 
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but all at once the idea was abandoned, or 

at leaft its execution deferred. Concerning 
a journey to Milan, I have not heard a fylla* 
ble, nor do 1 believe it ever was in medita'* " 
tion. But if it were to take place, without 
a poiitive fovereign command, contrary to 
my repeated fupplicaticms, I ihouki not be 
in thq fuite. 

You cannot imagine bow inconvenient it 
would be, to fuch a little infefl: as me, to be 
obliged to follow the court. I have a journey - 
to Rome in my head ; but then it muft b« 
free, and tranquil, that X may enjoy with my 
whole foul, ihe company of fuch a worthy 
and dear friend as you are. In the mean 
thn0$ receive my moft affectionate ideal em* 
brftc^, and believe me &c/* 



Metaftaiio had been Simulated to think of 

a journey to Rome this year, not only by 
his fiUal afFe&ion for that city, and the 
many relations and friends it contained ; but 
by a letter from the Marchefe Fartrizi, who 
had been de(5red by the Pope himfelf to in- 
vite him thither, to whkh the following is 
an aniwer* 

vol.. 11. K LET* 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE MARCHES^ GIOVANNI PATRIZI* 

WiTHOtTT that natural fenfibility of heart. 
With which 1 have been long torcnented, my 
contagious commerce for lb many years with 
the moft violent paiiioxis^ wquld have beei^, 
fufficicnt to foften me : if, according to poet- 
ical canons, it is neccliary to feel ourfelves, 
before we can commiinicate- feeling to others} 
judge, tiijsa of the eifed: of your ingenious^ 
Dbligiiig, and unexpefied letter. If a few 
funple.^ lines from you, Sir^ in tefliijopuy of 
that regard of which I am ambitious, yet 
hopcleis of meriting, were fulSicient to af- 
fe6i and agitate me, where was the ncceffi- 
ty of attacking me with all the leducing 
powers of eloquence? why overpower me 
*with arms againft which there is no de^ 
.fence ? The exaggeration of the duties of 
a citizen .towardd his country ; the diiplay of 
-reciprocal friertdfliip; of the ties of blood ; 
and. the oiaiicious incit^meut of.py poetical 
vanity, by aflurances of a flattering reception 
from the public, were Jlmuli more than fuf- 

ficieiit 
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ficleftt to diilf efs me. But not content with 
thcfe, determined on viftory, to opprefs me^ 
- youprefent to my mind, not only the be- 
nevolent fbvereign remembrance, but almoft 
the beneficent impatience of a prince, whom 
I not only venerate with the llibmillion of a 
fubjccl, but relpcS with the gratitude of a 
diiciple, and honour with the reverence of a 
Ibn. If no other viclory was propoicd, than 
to inflame me with the defire of once more 
Vifiiiug the L cirpeian rock, I was vanquifhed 
before the affauit was made* I love my 
country ; remeni^ber my friends ; have a ten- 
der aifedion for my kindred ; and am not ex*" 
cmpt from the vanity of my peers ; and pro- 
pofei as the fummit of all felicity, to obtain 
that delired kifs, which I always flatter my-» 
ielf I ihall fome time or other imprels upon 
the moft holy foot. But who, my moft re- 
Ijpeded Marquis, who can do all that be wijhes ? 

Of the Pope it may be {aid : omnia potefi % 
but never of a poor infect of Parnaffus, like i 
me, obliged to proportion his defires exactly 
with his faculties. If you fhould happen to 
think that I have a hundred horiemen on the 
banks of the IJler^ as Alejfandro Guidi had on 
thofe of Alphoeus, you. do my ftable too 
much honour, wMch is by no means lb 

H 2 magnificently 
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magnificently fxirniihed. Befides, my joiff-» 
ney muft be by land, on which we do 
not travel fo rapidly as in the clouds* I 
know that to a gentleman who m his 
travels has merited the praife of Ulyfles : 
^/ mores bdmmum tnultorum vjdit et urbes^ 
the difficulties of a little journey from Vien-^ 
lia to Rome, appears ridiculous ; but in the 
iirft place^ it muft be remembered, that I 
am no longer in that ardent time of life, 
when inconveniences are the foundation of 
pleallirc ; and that what vigour remains muft 
not be laviihed imprudently, as it is iuffici- 
ently diminillied daily, by the treachery of 
time* Befides that, I hav6 been a bird of 
court, almoft ab immemGraoili-y not one in the 
woods, but ufed to eafe, comfort, and repoie; 
and unable to fly here and there, at a ven- 
ture, expofed to all the ieverities of the 
feafon ; .fo that to be fafc conduced, I mull: 
be tranfported in my cage, with my water- 
glafs, and keeper, to fupplj my wants. But 
to leave all thefe filly metaphors, I have 
li\cu four and twenty years under the au- 
fpices of an adorable fovereign, ^who fup- 
ports me with a munificence, more worthy 
of herlelf than of me. A ibvereign, wha 
when fiirroundcd by the new cares of ^ 

throne, 
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throae, and attacked by all the powers of 

the uiiiverie, not only deigned to tbiiik of, 
but provide for me. A fovcreigu whom 
then it became my duty to follow through 
all the viciflitudes'of fortune, and to refiife, 
as I did, during the moft violent rage of the 
tempeft, to enter at any of the doors which 
were fpontaneoufly thrown ppen for me in 
the different courts of Europe* A fovereign, 
in fhort, who, at the very time that I blufhed 
at the ufeleifnels of my employment, never 
ceafed conferring benefits ou me, and giving 
public and repeated teftimontes of her coa*- 
ftant clemency and diipolition to ferve me. 

Tell me now, my dear Marquis, whether 
the repugnance which I feel to the alk- 
ing fuch a Patronefs leave to abfeat myfelf 
from her, cvcu for a few moudis, arifcs from 
a romantic delicacy, or from that fenie of duty 
which belongs to an houcil: man ? And can 
I with propriety alk this permiffion, when 
the moft auguft and flourifhing Imperial 
&mily, which, favoured by heaven, is happi* 
ly become numerous, begins to be initiated 
in our language, and in the myfteries of har- 
mony, and to make me daily hope for an 
opportunity for the exercife of my obedience ? 

If 3 . Would 
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Would it be believed? aad yet, amidll 
all tiieie moft fblid realbns to the contrary, 
a voyage to Rome is not only deiirabie, but 
fay longing to put it in pra3ice rendered 
more impatient, by the difficulty to gratify 
it* Hetice the prefent neceflity of difobey- 
ing your obliging command, ni/ mihi rejcri- 
bas^ attamen ipfe venu does not keep imagi- 
nation idle ^ 1 aiiCaJy enjoy the hufpitality 
whichyou fo generouily have prepared forme; 
I pafs with you through ail the triumphal 
fireets of my dear Rome : I breathe the ve* 
nerable air of the Vatican ; et quo non pojjum 
corpore^ mente feror* Thii>, my dejir Mar^ 
quis, is at prefent all I am allowed to enjoy. 

Yicjw»» 1754- 

This irivitation to Rome, is further exr 
plained in the following letter, 

LETTER XX. 

* 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

The fmiling defcription of your padoral 
life, has niade me wifli to adopt it ; particur 
larly when I reflcfted on the chearful hu- 
jpour it had infpiied, lb different from that 
which uled to reign in your letters. I con- 
gratulate you on thp occafion, and hope the 

apoflqlic 
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apoftoUc miiuilry will opcsifiou no siUe^iir 
tion. . r 

. It is mofl: true, that at Naples, Rom^y 
Florence, Milan, and* indeed through alt 
Italy, there has been a report, that I intend*^ 
cd viiiting my native coiintry :. and^this ha^ 
circuUted durino: three or four months, with- 
out my being able to trace its origin : But, 
on the contrary, it is moft true, that I have 
no otherwife thought of it,, than I have done 
for thefe four and twenty years paft : that is, 
always propoiiag tliis journey, but never r^* 
folving upon it. The fable has gone fo far, 
that the Serva^ Jirv^rum has made the Ma- 
quis Patrizi write to me on the fubjeft. His 
Holineis was formerly my mailer, during 
my apprcnticefhip at the Forum ; and I 
ihould be very glad to fee him again, now 
he is become mafter of all the faithful ; but 
though this is a wilh in the catalogue of 
honeft dejiderata^ yet it muft not be blindly 
indulged. I have a million of little impedi- 
ments, which, united together, become as 
invincible as the hairs in the tail of the Ser- 
torian horfe. - I do not, hbw'ever, relinquifh 
the hope; and if ever 1 quit my ihell, you 
win fc9 xne at your Formiam^^- I wiib 

* Anthill, • ' 

^ *i 4 H more 
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a more abundant crdp from yO' pit, thaa 
you gathered from your heldsJ hank you 
for your afFedllonate remcmbr and af- 
fure, you that your generous auKnowledge- 
flients are far behind my wift to fcrve you, 
which greatly furpaffes my abilities- 
^ Vienna Auguft ig> 1754, 

LETTER XXI. 

To the Cavalier Montecuccoli, on his 
fending him a copy of chelonides, a trage- 
dy written by Monfigner Sabatini, Bijkop 
of Modena. 

Thanks to you, moft obliging Count, for 
your precious gift of the beautiful Chelonides^ 
and for the communication of the fecrct, 
I am proud of the keennefs of my fcent. 
From the firft time that I was permitted to 
perufe it, I difcovered the judgment, know- 
ledge, and folidity, of the author. I gave it a 
feconJ reading, and found new beauties and 
new m9tlves for admiration, in the mafterly 
manner with which our unknown tragic 
writer paffes through an unfortunate and 
ruined country, in which fo few have ven- 

4 tured 
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lured to travel. Tbe troth of the chanu}* 

^ers, the juil: fucccffioii of ideas, the very 
natural coa4u6l of the piece, without being 
common, and ^bove all, the couilancy with 
which learniQg is always made fubfervient 
to reafon, not reafou to learning, as is ufual 
with thofe who make amends for weaknefi 
of iiUelle£l, by ftrength of memory : All 
thefe, without a guide, would have conduced 
me to the iource of fiich a perfefl compo- 
iition* If the divulging the Jecrtt is not to 
be kept a fecret, I beg the Envoy ill con- 
gratulate the moft worthy author in my 
name, and confels to him, that I blefs myfelf 

that juftice has been done to his merits of 
other kindsi particularly, as it has freed me 
from the danger of fo formidable a rival. I 
hope ibon to confirm, in perfon, to the En- 
voy, my reipe^tful featiments of gratitude, 
^ndam, &c. 

Vjeima, J'uly 28, 1754. 
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LETT R XXII. 

TO A FRIJB AT ROME. \ 

Our Nuncio beiiig at Vefpers, and other- 
wife bufy in the facred occupations of the 

day, has communicated to me the letter 
which you have written to him, and com- 
miliioned me to thank you for it m his name* 
I do this with the more pleafure, knowing 
the kindnefs which this worthy prelate has 
for you, and the readinefs with which, in 
.preference to many others, lie has appointed 
you to be his fecrctary. And as I am very 
anxious that you ihould fill this office with 
fatisfaOion to him, and profit to yourfelf, I i 
think it right to advertife you, contidentialiy, 
of fome few particulars which it may be of 
importance for you to know, previous to 
your becoming the fecretary of a public 
miniiler ; which is certainly very dijfterent 
from that of a perfon in a private ftation. 

It leems necelfary that you Ihould always | 
carefully avoid prefaces and introduftions to ' 
your letters, particularly thole ot negociation; ' J 
but, with* an open franknefs, (hould enter di- 




reftly on the buiinefs; manifcfting, even in the 
firft line, that you are a perfect matter of the 
fubje<St, and fuppreiGng whatever may appear 
fuperfluous and epilodical. But in being as 
(hort and Ikconic as the nature of the bu(i« 
nefs will allow, take care to omit no e{Ien- 
tial circumftance ; and try with the moft 
natural iimplicity to give a .graceful and 
pleating turn to whatever you write. One 
happy expreffion is fufficient to enliven a 
whole letter* Aud, in your thoughts and 
language, you fliould try to rife above the 
9omn>pa, without adopting fuch phrafes and 
modes of expreffion as are no longer in ufe. 
The books uied by perfbns attached to the 
Corps diplomatique (hould merely furnifh your 
fir£l iuilrudion^. You ihould ieled: and 
form to yourfclf fomething that feems new, 
without extravagance. Monfiguor the, Nuxi- 
cio has a particular afFe£tion for men of wit 
and ingenuity ; and I am confident, that you 
^re iuf&ciently gifted with both, to iuit his 
difpolition in an emiiient degree, as he has 
likewife a particular paifion for the beUes 
kttres. 

I lhall detain you no longer, and flatter 
myfelf^ that you will receive thefe hints from 
pne, wjio having long relided in this difiant 

country. 



Digitized 



t 



( io8 ) 

try, has had an opportunity of making fuch 
obiervatxons on the mmiftry, as may intitlc 
him to pardon from a friend like you^ for 
the liberty he now takes. 



This letter feems to have been addreJfTed 
to the Abate Taruffi^ on his being appointed 
by the poet's recommendation, audititr and 
fecretaify of legation to Moniignor Vifconti, 
the Pope's legate at the Imperial court. 
The Abate was Metaftaiio's countryman, 
and early acquamtance. Their friendfhip 
continued uuninterupted till the poet's de« 
ceafe ; after which, he pronounced his Elogc 
iat a general meeting of the academy degli 
itrc^zt Rome, in Auguft, 1782. 

At the beginning of this year, Metaftaflo 
received an application from Prince Hil" 
berghaiifeHy for a copy of his Ifola dijabitata^ 
written for the court of Spain ; which not 
arriving fo loon as was expedied, produced a 
letter from the Prince, to which the fol- 
lowing is the anfwer. 



LET- 



Digitized by Google 



( »09 ) 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO PRINCE HILBBEOHAUSSK. 

My Ifaia difalntata (defert Ifland) did net 

merit the eagernels which your fereuehigh- 
tieis manifefted, to be in pofleiiion of it ; nor 

did my difbbedicace dcicrve reproof. The 

iirftdi4me too much honour, and theiecond 

too much wrong. My whimfical little poem ' 
would have been long fince at SchoffendodS^ 
if I could have depended on any other poeti- 
cal amanueniis at Vienna than our'»--Or if 
he had not been prcviouUy obliged to fumifli 
a copy of the ianne compofitioa to my ou>ft 
auL^uft Patronefs, who for what reafoii I . 
know not, eagerly requeiied one. At length, 
I have procured a copy for your highnels, 
,which I have now the honour to fead^ 
accompanied with my moft humble acknow^ 
ledgements for the many favours which I 
have received in your enchanted palace; 
£rom the chantis of which, however, as well 
as from the bad weather, my own impa- 
tience, and the folicitations of the company, 
-I ihoukl wiih to be dilenchanted. fiLecom- 

mending 
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mending my little drama and myfelf to the 
benevolence of your fercne highnefs, and 
your illuilrious gucils, I hav e the honour to 
be with the moft profound refpe6t and reve* 
rence, &c. 

LETTER. XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

' All the prmces of your ferene highnefs's 
rank, may form themfelves upon your model, 
for politene&f and all unfortunate poets, ou 
mine, for dngracc. What can be imagined 
inore gracious, generous, and obliging, than 
the invitation to partake of your royal de- 
lights, with which you deigned to honour 
me i And what more diiailrous, than my 
inriwlity to enjoy them? The arrival of 
the bad weather, and the rehearfals in the 
tefpedable, but cold theatre of Schonbrunn, 
have augmented my uiual complaints, with 
a moft fblemn Catarrh, embeliifhed with its 
cough, chillnefs, and fcbriie compaxuous ; 
fo that the merely thanfporting mylelf from 
one houie to another, is become an heroic 
• enterpriib ; and nothing lefi than the friendly 
violence and powerful influence of Count 
Canale can induce me to undertake it. .1 

fliali 
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lhall letuiii my moft humble thanks in per- 
fon, as foon as poifible ; and in the mean 
time, lhall not torture my brain in excuiing 
myfelf: as whoever lofes what I lofe, rather 
merits compaflion than paidon^ I have the 
hDnour to be with the moft profound tef 
pcft, &c. 



END OF THE SECOND SECTION, 



SECTION IlL 

W E fliail now return to the bafd's corref^ 
{x>ndence with his friend the cavalisA 

tA&INEJLLlM ' 

LETTER t. 

Some 'weeks having elapfed fince t had 
finifhed and tranfcribcd Akffandro for your 
court; of which, as I had gfven notice to 
Count Azlor, I did not think it neceflary to 
forward it by the firft poft, as you did not hur- 
ry me ; but having been informed yefterday, 
that a courier was c6t€<i t<) ict olt every 
moment, I haften to prepare my letter and 
pacquet. In the firft place, you will find 
the opera of Akffandro nelt Indie fliorter 
than it was before, by three hundred and 
fixty-one verfes, and nine aii s ; but encreafed 
in adion, intereft and fpirit ; particularly in 
the thml ad, which is entirely new moulded. 
What this curfed bufinefs has been, can only 
be comprehended by the genius and experi- 
ence 
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khc6 bir my dear Gemello, atid by {omb oflt 
Who hds bad the misfortuae to write operas ; 
\mt not by dl. I thank you, however, for 
having forced me to improve a drama, 
which though not devoid of fire and poetry, 
languifhed in the third ad; but which, without 
the ftitnulus of pleating you, 1 fhould never 
have thought worth the trouble 1 have taken 
^ith it. If ever there ihould be a decent 
edition of my operas, I now hope, that it 
tviil diigrace me lefs than in its former dreis« 
You will, moreover, find on a flip of papery 
all the entranices^ exits, ftage bu/inefs, and 
fitUatidnd of the feveral chafadlers, as I 
arranged them on my table in writing the 
opera. And this trouble is extremely ufeful 
for the performance of fome dramas, particu- 
larly MeJfandro\ IF lio einbarraffinetit hap- 
pens, you need not look at this paper; but 
if intricacy occurs^ it ivill iavc yoti the 
trouble of thinkinsr. 

r 

If Sig. ^uaglta^ an artiched of great ek- 
perience in this theatre of Vienna, and my 
friend^ (hall have bad time to favour me 
with them, you will find in the fame parcel, 
thre^ Iketches, rather than defigns^ of thofe 
long fcenes in which the fituations are diffi- 
cult to delineate. I begged this favour of 

VOL. n. I him, 



iiim, not with the teaft deiign of limiting Of 

reftraining your ideas, or thofe of your able 
fubalterii ; bulbecaulelhoped, by thics mcaiiSy 
better ^ ejfplain* what would be wanting in 
the refpedive fcenes, that the a&icuft may be 
dear, decorous, and apparent. The laft 
iceue oi the third a6t, for exampiey would 
entirely laliguilh, if the archited did not 
contrive a decorous and probable ikreen on 
the right hand fide, near the orcheftra, to 
conceal P<^us and Gandarte from all the other 
a£tors, and yet leave them vifible to the 
fpe^kators. I have imagined for this purpoie» 
the temple to be wholly adorned with very 
rich carpets, hanging from the architraves, 
pilaftres^ and columns : and that one of the& 
carpets, feparatiag For us and Gandarte from 
the other pecfbrmers, {hall leave them vifibte 
to the lpe£lators» So that thefe defigns may 
ierve to vmdicate my wilh, but not to fur* 
nilh ideas ur inventions for tlie Iceiie. 

if, however, as 1 begin to fear, thefe iket* 
ches are not ready for the pacquet, they 
ihall be lent after it, as foon as Sig* Qjiaglia 
lhall favour me with them. My eagernefs 
will, 1 hope, beexcufed, as I flatter my* 
lelf, that my dear Gemeljo has no occaiion 

for 
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for new proofs of m^^ finccre defire to be ufe« 
ful to him. J 

I am threatened with a new opera for our 
court. The worft of it is^ that there is no 
proper preparation for it. The making a 
'dreis without knowing who is to wear it, is 

the bufiaefs of a Jew ; 1 do not know, nor 

ought I ablbiutely to make it.. We have no 
fingers in the fervice of the court, no one at 
leail upon whom we can venture to found a 
charaflier. And thoie which can be had 
from other countries, however ordinary their 
talents, ought to be engaged fome years be- 
fore they are wanted. Hence it becomes 
nece(&ry to have the forefight of my dear 
Gemello, who does not poftpone making his 
cloak, till it begins to rain. Such care of 
the future, is not a drug of this country. So 
that there will be no opera, or it will be got . 
up in hafte, and for fuch performers as have 
been rejefted by other theatres: and then, 
either it will be impoffible to write a new 
opera, or it muft be done in {uch hafte, as, 
among us poor mortals, preclude^ all good : 
Hatlux^ et faSa efi^ is only refervedfor om- 
nipotence. 

By a letter from. Sig. Ridolfi of the 
end of December, I learn that your health 

X z \ had 
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had fuucrcd confidcrably at youi^ returrl 
to the Eicurialy and that it was not yet quite 
re-eftabliflied. This afflifted mc, as every 
things you iuffer ought to affli£l me. But 
my dear Gemello, forgive my affcftion the 
liberty of faying, that accordiimg to the ac- 
counts I have received, you have been a 
little to blame for this indilpofition. They 
tell me, that your zfeal and impattienCe, when 
you wilh to ferve your fovereigns in propor- 
tion to the favours which you have received 
from them, make you forget yourfelf, and 
that you have no reft, either in mind or body, 
day or night, 1'his character is worthy of 
you; biit it .would likewife be worthy of 
you to refled, that if you defti'oy yourfelf, 
you can no longer ferve them. And that 
your firft duty is to prcicrve for fuch Patrons, 
a fervant whofe lofs would not only be fen« 
fibly felt, but irreparable. 

'My own health is what it has long been: 
foil of flatulencies, acidities, tenfion of every 
honeft nerve, and profotind hypochondria; 
but with a countenance w hich rather merits 
envy than compafiion. Patience is the beft 
fpecific which I have yet found ; 1 lay in a - 
good ftock of it^ and yet it often foils me : 

• buC 



Digitized by Gopgle 



( "7 ) 



bvit that fiucere and coiiftaut afFcfl:ioa which 
xniakps me always yours, will never fail me* 

Vieiuia, February 4, IJJ^^ 

E; T T E R II, 

♦ - 

TO THE SAlUfEf- 

The patience of Sig. Azlor» in waiting foi^ 

an occafion to diipatch a courier in order tq 
forward Alejfandro to yon, is truly heroic* 
But mine is not quite fo fviblimp* It is too 
great ^ tri^ for it, after having nfed every 
effort poflible to oblige a friend, to have the 
defign fruftrated by negligence, I dierefore 
iind ) uu my Alejandro nelVIndk by the poft ; 
circumcifed, and trimmed to your tafte, and 
my own — What wiii be the confequence of 
Vf^y icnpatience \ My verfes are not affairs 
q{ ftatc \ and though the curioUty of others 
may have fome pleafure in perufmg them, 
they will neither be rendered better nor 
worfe by this hurry. To wait for ^. courier 
during folicitude, would be prudent ; but 
waiting with tranquillity while my diligeacQ 
is rendered ufelefs, and your wifhes remain 
Vngratified, \t paying too great relped to 
jceppnomy. My impatience niay 'perhaps 

i 5 m^^ 
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arife froih poetical vivacity; but between 
us twins, there ihould be a reciprocatioa of 
indulgence, and I have no doubt but I fhall 
be forgiven. My friend Sigf ^agUa^ who 
promifed me defigns, has npt yet brought 
them, and I IJiall not wait for them, I told 
you in a former letter, that I did not depend 
on him for the ide^s, which cither you or 
your aiiiftaiits may ivant : it i$ fufficient that 
IhavepQiute4 out to yqu the, places where I 
imagined, while I was writing, the principal 

buiiueis and fituatious that might be ahhl:ed 
by lcenery« Theie clearly knowni it wil) 
remain with you to avail yourfelf of my ex- 
pedient^,. or thofe of others, at yourplealuret 
As foon as this ^ good man, who is really^ 
flurried to the lait degree, by the two thea- 
tres here, and by a thoufand whims of the 
pourt, ihail be able to oblige me, you ihall 
have his Iketches, and make wh^t ufe of 
them you pleaie, 

I am extremely anxious to receive ibmc 
news of your heaich : particularly^ as the lafl 
I received from Sig. Ridolfi was by no mean$ 
what my tender afteiliqn wilhed. Take 
care of yourfelf, my dear friend, for your 
own lake, for mine, and for tfie admiration 
of all good men. Examples of moderation. 
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in eircumftances fuch as yours, are fo rare, 
that jour preiervation becomes a common' 
concern. Adieu. Commaud me, and never 
i>e weary of lovii^ me. 

Vienna, February 23, ijs^ 

LETTER IIL 

4 

TO THS SAMS* 

Yov complain, my dear Geniello, of not • 
hearing from me, and yet to three letters 
that I have written to you, I haye received 

but one anfwer. Your iilence occaiioned 
mine, after the account of your indifpofition 
from Sig. Ridolii, and the luppoiition, that 
you were very bufy in preparing for your 
feftal loiemaity ; fo that inllead of accufing 
me, you fhouki thank me for my difcretion* 
I became a ftone, but not a precious one, 
when I iaw the magnificent prefent of an 
enamelled watch, and a pocket-book fo rich- 
ly and elegantly bound, come from the Im- 
perial cuftom-houfe. What can I fay to 
you, who are fo much more abundant in 
gifts than I in words ? The thing fpcaks 
for itfeif, and I, in order to manifefl my 
gratitude, will endeavour to make the world 

14 4o 
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do juftice to the munificence of that hafi4^ 

which is never tucd of difpenfing favours. 

You are truly a Sea monfter. What], 
pan the Goddefs of Manzanare con4efi^a4 
eyei^ tp reffiem|!>er.fuch a being as me ; and 
to recommend to you the talk of advifing me 
to make ufe of the pocket'^book in, writing ihwjf 
my thoughts, for the opera ivhich you have fo^ 
hng requejied from me ? And you, like a true 
friend, have not inftantly taken my[part I 
pid not you d^fcribey I have tp yoi;^ a 
thoufand times, the irregiilaf ftate of my 
health? as an iiidubkable proof of ti^s truth, 
did you not fey that ihy moft auguft Patro- 
ueis, in order tp ipare niy poor torinented 
head any new labour, had confented to let 
the old pper^ of Tito be brought out laft year ! 
and have you fiifFered me to appear either 
guilty of lazinefs or ingratitude I And ^5 
you call friendfliip ? Twmfliip ? Chriftiaa 
charity \ And yet I am not to call ypu a 
Marine mpnfter \ £fyt I will vindicate my? 
feif, if I di§ for it. Frepd as I am at prefent 
from ?irranging ^ny little comppiitions for my 
fatronefs, I flxail neither i^t foul uor body 
yeft, till I hs^vcj chofen a fqbjeQ; fqr thi^ 
tlelfed opera, which hke a trap Swifs, ypq 
lire abfolutely determined to wreft frpqi my 
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^ds; wdif h fliould iavour of the flaUi? 
^eiicies, torments, tenliou of nerves, and of, 
att the other agreeable qualities of the hy- 
pochondriac writer^, it will be jour owu 
^uilt. I am, however^ Mi able to draw up 
^ mar^ifefto in verfe, to fet it to muiic, and 
publifli it in all the newlpapers of the four 
quarters of the world. You laugh ? but 
there is up caufe for laughter* An angry 
poet is even mofc to be feared, than a Sea 
monften jPi^y for my health arid favour 
with the mufes ; and that after lb many years 
pf matrimoi>y, tt^ey would have the famf: 
complacence for me,' as yv^hen they fifll 
courted my acq\}aiat^ncp. 

The contufion in your leg pyts me in a 
paflipn. I^ray favour it, my dear Gemello, 
I' know you >vell. Yqur zeal to ferye others^ • 
piakes ^on negle£t yourielf^ and I fear that 
you do not take that care of it which you 
ought. Remember that a uieful and grate- 
ful "^ferva^t merits preferyation ; and tha^ 
yoxx fulfil the moft confiderable of your du- 
ties, in endeavouring to be long ufeful tq 
your beneficent lovereigns. 

What did you expedt from Afmgotti ? Do yoi^ 
begin only now to know the grotclq^ue cha- 
pter of our tragi-cotnid Sirens ? I vvondec 

4 mora 
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more at your wonder, than at her condud^ 
She has done what (he ought to 6o^fecundum 
ordinam of fingers : and you flattered your- 
ielf with that hope which it was unreaiba* 
able for you to form, if you expected her to 
be prudent. Give her your holy benedittiou, 

•,and let her run after repentance {m)* 

You who have had long experience, and 

' are prefent, can beft tell whether it will" be 
expedient to chufe the lEtroc Cinefe for next 
September. The whole opera depends on 
the part of Leanzo; hence, whoever repre- 
ients it, Ihouid not have his hands in his poc* 
kets. I am unable to prefcribe any cure for 
its brevity, as you have no danceis ; but I 
fliail rely on the relburccs of my twin. I 
have read the piece by the Abate Antonia 
della Mirandola^ and find it very happily 
verfified : 1 thank you for thinking of fend* 
ing it to me* 

I wifh your Italian EmiiTary, Marcbefini^ 
good fport; but according to the accounts 
which I have received, there is not much 

(/;;) It was to come to England, ^t this excellent pert 

former quitted Spain fooatr than Farinclli wilhed. Her 
iirft appearance on our ftage was in thi- opera of Ipermejiraj 
written by Metaibilo^ and fet by UjUle, in th^ Avtumii 
of 1754. 

choiQC, 
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choice. The Mattel has lately performed at 
R^ggio but firom the advices lent hither^ 
not with her lUhal fuccefs. Beauties have 
their day, and applaule does not xxiakc them 
better. Whether flie has advanced or re^ 
treated fmce I heard her, I am wahle to 
fay. I entreat you to thank Monfignor Mt^ 
gamij the Duke di Santa Eltzabetta^ in 
m naine, for the honour of their remem- 
brance, and to afiure them of iny conftant 
re{pe6):« Oh that I could make a fourth 
with you ! 3ut thefe are pia defideria. 

Adieu, my d?af Swifs Twii), my Sea 
l»oftfter| 

Vicnnat June % 175^ 

I.^ T T JS R IV, 

70 THS SAI|(I£. 

I r6cbivbi> your very 4ear letter, which 

found me eqg^ged with the mufcs, ia com- 
pliance with your wiihes, notwithflanding 
all the infernal regions fe&m to have con- • 
ipired iu djilurbii^g me^ I have a whcd^ 
volume of inftrudions to draw up for the 
printer of a new editigu of my works at 
I'ariSf \ ought to new write a whole opera: ^ 
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< tQ accommodate three feftive dramas for 

SchloJj}ro§\ whither the court goes at its re- 
turn from Bohemia ; to write and mak^ 
additions to longs and chorulcs for the 
fame occafiou ; to furnifli an idea, in writing, 
for a German comedy to be reprefented be- 
fore their majefties in tjie military college pf 
Neufiadt\ and, moreover, have been obliged to 
invent and dra\v out at full length, the idea 
of a magnificent pi£hire, which my moft au- 
guft miftrefs has ordered to be painted for 
the ceiling of the great hall of this univer>* 
fity, that is now building at her expence. 
What does my dear Sea monfter fay %q ail 
^his {ri) \ Do you tliiak I am furniihed with 
a fufficient dofe of buiinefs ? Have patience* 
With all thisj I have advanced a good way ■ • 
in the iirft fi^, aiid am not dffatisfied with 
what I litivc hithci to been able to write. If 

fn) The appellations of Gmeti^^ M^ro Idarim^uA 
Bvfzzer^ beftowcd by Mctaftallo on his friend Farinelli, 
.in pleafantry, may want explanation. Why he called him 

Twifi (Gemello) has already been explained. Sea monjler^ 
Moflra Marino^ doubdefs alluded to his birth on the Sea- 
ihore at Naples, and his voice and profeifional a^biiities ex« • 
ceeding the common limits of hununity. And hftly, by 

Svizzero (Swifs) added taTwin, Aleuflauo meant to com- 
pare Farinelli and himfelf to Swifs troopSf who quit thejr 
pTifti country to enter into foreign fervicet 

afffcaioft 
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a^Tedion can do any thing, you will likewi(e' 
be contented. It is impoflible to Icngthcif 
my letter. If you will have me work, you 
muft allow me to be quiet ; and if health 
does not fail me, I ihali certainly get on* 

• I fliould write a feparate letter to Sig. Ri- 
dolfi, but I hope, tliat at your mterceiiion, he 
will generoufly remit the formality of two 
covers, and receive thele thanks and faluta-^ 
tions with the fame cordiality as if they 
were conveyed in a different letter. I there^* 
fore thank, reverence, and embrace him. 
always : wilhing for the Acuity of being ufe- 
ful ' to him. Do you my^ dear and admirable 
Swifs, love me, bear with my infirmities, ' 
command, and believe me, &c. 

Vieiuu, Auguft 17, 1754. 

LETTER V. 

TO TH£ SAM£, 

My iincere cagernefe to comply with the 
wiihes of my mo ft amiable Swifs, has made 
me work with fuch a good will, that yefter* 
day I iiniflicd the fecond act of the promifed 
opera : and if my dear Sea monfter wiihes 
for grandeur of exhibition, and energy of 

tendernels. 
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tcndcrncfs, I have reaicm to hope that h& 
will fiad hknfelf rewarded for the padenctf 
which my abominable impediments have 
obliged him to exercifey ia bearing with my 
involuntary delays. At prefent, I m\ift con- 
fe&y that I find myieif in want of repoic# 
1 have writtOT two a6ts without taking 
breathy and without the third would 
fulFer. 

It now happens, tliat the prince of Hi/* 
bergbaufehy who expeds tlieir Imperial ma- 
jeilies on a viiit at Scbojirojfj his country 
>lea)t, the d3d inAant, thinks he fliall want 
me to fay gpace to the magnificent entertain- 
ments preparing on this occafion, and folicits 
me witii the obftiiiacy of a Swifs, to be of 
the party. Indeed^the fervice of my fovc- 
reigns is in queftion, though indiredUy, as 
well as the pleafing a prince to whom I am 
indebted for a thoufand diftindions : fb that 
as I ihall at the fame time enjoy the necefTary 
reft from my poetical labours, I havqrefolved 
to pay my duty to mypatrons/and the prince, 
in the country next TuelHay, and afterwards 
to make a viiit to the Counteis of Althan in 
Moravia; whom I did not follow this year, 
that I might devote myieif wholly to your 
fervice ; and at my return, repofed and re- 
fitted. 
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fited, give to our opera the termination and 
laft poliih* So that I may iay» that my dear 
.Gemello is already obeyed ; as what remaiui 
of the labour, is already included in what is 
done, like the chicken in the egg, which only 
wants to be ikte upon* 

I know not whether vou have ever heard 
of a Neapolitan compoier caUed Coccki: I 
have feen an opera fet by him, my Semra^ 
mide^ which pieafed me much* Pray take 
notice, that though I recommend him, he 
neither knows me, nor I him, and no one 
has fpoken to me in his favour ; but I was 
fo flruck with the brevity, fire, expreliion, 
and judgment, manifefted in his Smiramx, 
that I Ihould not wiih for better muiic to my 
new opera. I repeat it,* that I have not the 
leaft view iix praifing him; and only fpeak 
with that candid abundance of heart, which 
I naturally uie to all, but particularly to my 
dear Gemello. 

What I beg of you moft earneftly is, to 
infift in the moft peremptory manne;*, that 
whoever lias the opera to let, lliall keep it a 
great fecret, and on no account fuiFer a copy 
to be taken. The hungry printers, greedy 
of the fmaUej[¥gain« are always on the watch 
in Italy; and you may perhaps have the 

amufe* 
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amufement of feeing it in print, before it 
is performed. I have ibmetimes fuflered 

tliiough the fault of my patrons themlelves,' 
who having had copies of fome of my pieces 
forperulal previous to performance, andfroni' 
partiality to the author, iiiiFering thetn tp bd 
read by t)thel-s, without knowing liow, they 
have got iiito print before the proper time; 
As I fliall not Ipeak of this new compofition 
it cdurt, to avoid all rilk; and (halll be parti-^ 
cularly careful on my fide, I hope you will be 
id on your*. Perhaps you will tell me^ that 
the inconveniefite would not be great, a3 the 
opera will always be new when it is repre-' 
fented, and muft be known to have been 
written cxpreisly for you ; yet this manner 
of reafoning does not fatlsfy my delicacv. 

And now, my dear Swils, adieu. The 
tnufes have kept me a prifoner in my den ; 
and, atprefent, propriety requires thatUhould 
lee fome particular perfons, previous to my 
leaving the city. I lhall therefore dilpatch 
a lift of vifits,. and away. 

r rain, Sept. 7, 1 7541' 



A letter written about thiS time to SigV 
franeefco Ridolfi at Madrid, who fecms t4 



I 
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have been Farinelli's friend and iifTiflant in 
the^^opera regency at the court of Spain, 
would hardly be worth tranflating, but for 
the intelligence it contains relative to mufical 
tranfaflions. The flisrhteft letters of Metat 

o 

tafio, in the original, have an elegance of 
diSioh, and felicity of exprcflion, that in- 
cline me to think them of more importance^ 
than I am aUe to prove in my own lan- 
guage. 



LETTER VI. 

4 

TO SXO. P. RIDOtFI. 

■ 

1 REckivE your mbft obliging letter in 
the forefts of Moravia, where I intend to 
fpihd the rexhainder of the autumn the 
company of the Counteis d'AIthaii, the ge- 
neral her fon, and many noble giierfs of 
both fcxcs; and where I hope for a little 
refpite from thofe diabolical hypochondriac ! 
complaints which lo much afflid me. Your , 
moil welcome letter foundme ftruggling with 
a catarrh and fevcrette, for wliich I receive' 
compliments, as a faiutary thmg ; but 1 apn ' 
more inclined to grumBle'andBe ungrateful, 

VOL. XI. , K than 
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than to thank my friends for their felicita- 
tions. To-day it has not viiited me, and 1 
begirt to hope that it has taken leave. I am 
extremely afflided at the perfecutions which 
my dear Gemello fufFers in his ftomach: 
embrace him tenderly, in my naine, I entreat 
you; and alTure hiui, that I feel all his fuffer- 
ings in my foul, aggravated by the anxiety 
incident to a long and finccre friendfliip, 
which has too much time to torment itfelf 
in the intervals between letter and letter, at 
fuch an enormous diftancc. 

I rejoice that he has at length received 
the defigns for Alejandro^ Pray remnid him, 
that thei^e are not meant to cramp the inven- 
tion of his own architects; but merely to 
explain the iituations, and to leave the in- 
vention of fcenes to their ple^fure. 

In the firft week of next month, I ihall re- 
turn to Vienna in order to intrench myfelf 
againft the cold of winter, and to put the laft 
hand to the opera which I have promifed 
my Swiis Twini who has had the art of 
foi cing me, in ipite of all my complaints, to 
break my firm reiblution not to teaze the 
Mufes. But who can relift a dear fea inon- ' 
iler, difguifed like a Swiis. 

I am unacquainted with the merit of the , 
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Pi2r{gt\ but I hear a very g6od account both 

of her figure, and abilities. The Ghiringhella^ 
who has been much apptwed here in xneu's 
parts, is a graceful young perfon^ with whom 
I hope you wiU be plea&cL 

I entreat yOu, once more, to embrace my 
idear Gemelio afFedioriately,^ and believe mt 
to be with the moft perfe6i; eilee'm and friend- 

(hip. 

Frainin Moravia, Sept. 27, 1 754. 

The firft letter of the year 1755, which 
feems to have been j^rejerved^ is addrefled^ 

X 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

Your, letter of the 20th of iail month, 
which I received yefterday evening, has been 
a painful compamou to me all niglit, and is 
jftill obftiaately fixed in my mind. The 
dreadful dano;er of lofin* the moft excellent 
organof the foul, puts you.in fo pitable a • 
ftate, that it drives every idea from my mind, 
which I ought to recoiled for your confola- 

* %,% tion 

/ 
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doit. iJfy dear Fa^mnil what can I pofli* 
My ftiggeft to you ? Y6ti know as well &9 
any oue, all the afiiilaiice that reafon atid 
fiietoric can adminifter m fimilar cafes; 
and it would be a tirefome piece of pedan- 
try, to' attempt ringing tfaem in your ears* 
Religion and philoibphy are the tmA ufeiul 
eompanions, durix^ fuch tempefts: h6pe 
firmly, or heroically relincjuifli that remedy: 
there is no drug more pcnibnous than feeble 
hope. It is indilputable, that our burthens 
are rendered more light> nr more heavy, in 

proportion to its iervor. An enormous 
. weight does not opprefs us, if well placed on 
' the (houlders, though an incortfid^srable one 
becomes iniupportable, if awkwardly carried, 
I cotifole myfclf in my miferies, which 
though not to be compared with yours, ai'e 
confiderable,. by refle£^ing, that I am not al« 
ways to be confined to this troublefome and 
dirty inn; tbkt there isih inftiiiCehvtriDer of 
i^^ortais more Wretched than niyielf i and 
^h^t |)FdVidence puts our mdsforiiftiito on ft 
tevel, by out virtue; Be aiiured, my dear 
rrtdn^ that pa W^l extheK^lGmf fit ibt firft 
diminiftied, or feel tfaefecondencreafed. If 
)^u^h-pto^iy€Ol)tm«;h<$w mfucti ixi&rSk 
being able tol affbrd you no better coufolatiott 
*^ * ' * •I* I th{ti!i 
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words, you wiU return me put oi t\M 
compafiion which is fi> juftly due to yo\xs 
fituatioa from my fiiendihip. Adieu^ my 
dear friend* Let me hon rejoice m your re- 
covery, or atknire your 'Ibftitude— atf leaft^ 
fpare me, if poiiibie, ihe paiaiFul office of 
pitying- yog. 

Vienna) Feb. 31 1755* 



E T T E R YIII. 

« 

TO SIO. FILIPPOKI. 

Thanks, my dear friend, for the acqui- 

fition of the moil worthy count AUJfa)idro 

Bvgmi^s partiality, which your kindne& has 
procured me« The pifture which you have 
drawn of him,, no leis than his fonnets, tell 
. me how much you muft be delighted with 
this uncommon aflemblage of lb many en* 
viable qualities. Aflure him of my devout 
acknowledgments; offer him my lincere 
iervices; tell him, that from the gay flowers 
which his happy genius has already produced, 
I judge of the excellence of the fruit which 
will follow ; and tell him not to fuffer the 
finalleft weed or error to take root in fb no* 
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Ue a ibily unleis it be that which feduces him 

to honour me with his frien4ihip, 

La Corona is a coipp<^tipn» whicht in 
fortune, has far exceeded my hopes. It is 
not for my intcreA tp examine the merit of 
it ; and If it fhould be ftill of lefs value than 
it feems, I ought, at leaft, to be grateful fof 
the difcovery of fq confiderable a number of 
friends. 

Adieu. Sahite, in my name, the venerable 
Prielllefs ; embrace the whole facred and pro- 
fane moft flourifhing family ; love me, take 
c^e of yourfelf, and believe me to be, &c* ' 

In his correfpondence with his Roma|i 
friend, Argenvilliers,thisyear, Metaftaliowas 
provoked to attempt a long period in Spaniih, 
in anlwer to one that he had received from 
that Gentleman. At the end of his labour 

he exclaims: 

• 

^- E T T P B. IX. 

" ♦ 

Oh what a terrible fatigue ! I am in a 
violent perfpiiation from head to foot. I 

hope 
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hope you will never attempt to put xpte to 

fuch another tnah I have never v^ritteii or 
ipoken Spaniih : and die chief part of the 
many books that I have read, have been 
poets ; ib that my profe niufl be much in- 
ftded by the fantafticalneis of Parnaflus. 
But 1 ihall iay no more, as my hlk with 
luch a friend as you, is not very great- For 
if my rhetoric ihould make you laugh, I am 
certain that you will have the charity tp 
laugh alone, 

I hope you will neither rejoice nor grieve 
* much, concerning the choice of dramas for 
this theatre. The ,iingers of the prefent 
times wholly forget, that their buliuefs is to . 
imitate the ipeech of men, with numbers and 
harmony : pn the contrary, they believe 
themfelves more perfect, in proportion as 
^heir perfprniauce is rempte ^ fiom humaf^ 
nature. Their models are Nightingales, Fla« 
geoLets, Criekcts, and Graishoppers j not the 
perlbnages they reprefent, or their affe£lions» 
IVlic*^ ^^^y have played their Symphony 
ivith the throat, they believe tiicy have ful- 
filled all the duties of their art. Hence the 
audience keep their hearts in the moil per* 
fc€t tranquillity; and expeft the performer^ 
fner^ly to tickle their ears* 

K f for 
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this purpofe, there is no occafion for 
jB^d i^ajoaas i on t^t contrary, I ^hould ^t/iih 
that, not only words w^re baniflied from eur 

j^^atrfis, but the whole aiphabtet^ .^9PP^ 9 



L£ T T B R 

TO THE SAME. 

I AM obliged to teaze you to day, my dear 
friend, from' ncceffity. But among your 
other virtues, as you are ppfTel&d of a large 
portion of patience, there is perhaps no harm 
in my putting you in the way how to make 
life of it^ Having a finall capital at Nat>les 
of 900 Ducati, and there being at Rome a 

fo) U Metaibiio were now livings he might have faid, 
except a Jingle Vowel." In his time, divifions were fre- 
flufiody given to thp yo^el O > bu^ at prelent^ Italiancom* 
pofors affif^a tfaem oidy to A; cm whidi more Jabour is 
iN^owied by die Maiikftro, aiid atleallon by the audience, 
dian on a1] the poetry and Yenttmeets of ^e fmgers. 
forty years ago, Metaftafio fpeaks with fo much indignatioa 
tbp abuie of execution, ^hich ha& bppa iflCf ca6ng cvcy 
finoe^ what would be iky now? 
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Unall fum unoccupied in your haads^ as a ' 
good father of a i&cnily, it ieems my duty 
not to let this money be idle. In Rome it 
will produce little more than three per cent^ 
and here it is eafv to get five : fo that, I have 
determined on the moft profitable ^rgain. 
I hope, my dear friend, that you will ap- 
prove my reiblution, and excufe» with your 
ufual partiality, this new trouble. Such in* 
pinveniences, are unavoidable taxes on thoie 
excellent qualities of heart and mind, with 
which you are endowed. Adieu. 

Vienna, September 9> I755« 

i. E T T E R XI. 

* 

TO TjlE SAME. 

Hurried away by the torrent of letters, 
whicli have been accumulated, during three 
weeks ^bfence in the country^ I jC(iuii aulwer 
in the greateft hafte your two admirable let- 
ters of the X3th and a 7 th of laft montht 
which are this moment arrived together. 

If my Sp^nUh letter does not abound with 
granmiatical errors, I ihall he vo-y proud, and 
am obliged to you for difcovering in me a 
^culty of which I was ignorant. Find out 
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fomc other, I befeech you: as you have fo ex- 
cellent a knack at inveftigation. > 



The reft of Metaftafio's letters to this cor^ 

refpondent during 1 755, having been written 
merely oil fubjeAs of bufinefs, o6Fer notbnig 
but what may have flowed from an iiiferior 
pen. We ihall therefore refume hia more , 
interefting, and conftant correlpondence, 
with his friend^ the Cavalier Carlo Baos^ 
CHI, better knowu by the name of Faki^ 

LETTER XIL 

I NEVER, my mofl dear Gemello, wanted 
the alliftance of a true friend like you, (q 
much as at this moment : and you, without 
knowing my diftrefs, have beftowed that 
affiftance in your laft moft affe6Honate let- 
ter, by your kind expreilions with wiiich I 
confble myfelf, in imagining that I fhall not 
remain in 4 delert after the unexpeded, 
affliditig, and eternal lofs, which we have 
fuftained of our moil worthy Countefs d'Alr 
than! A Rheumatic inflammatory fever, 
cancelled her from the number of the living, 
in iix days; at i x o'clock at night, on the 
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I 

firft of this moath. She died as Ihe livedt 

that iS, heroically fulfilHng, with fcrene for-, 
titude, all the offices of a chriiUau aud a 
mother. There is no one that does not feel 
her iois moil iciiixbiy, and admire and extol 
her virtue, from otrr aiiguft Sovereigns, to 
the lowefl: order of the people : circum- 
ibmces, my dear friend, whioh in ibme 
degree afford me coiifolation ; but do not 
reftore Her! A friendfhip of more than four 
and twenty years, free from remorfe^ are ties 
which cannot be broken without a cruel 
ftiock. You are involved ipi this calamity, 
for you have Iqft a good and true friend. 

I am obliged to you for the reception 
which Big* Bonecbi has obtained from you on 
my accoaat, and am proud of the obliging 
zeal which the Archhiihop, Monfignar Mi^ 
gazzif ha$ manifefted in favour of our poet. 
He is a man of genius and knows the world. 
This laft quality inclined me to recommend 
him to you, even more than his rank in Par* 
nalixis. And now he has been the means of 
proving the extent of your kindneis for me, 
I love him better than ever. 

Thirty-five days have elapfed fince the. 
departurerof my packet, fb that I now (up* 
pofc my new opera is in your hand§., I per-, 
3 ?^ivo 
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j^tim that it wis not arrived when your la^l 

letter \ns written, and hope that no accU 
ckat OS i]ldlipo^ltiQn cf the moil obliging 
lietror, has ooetfioned its travelling (b flow. 
The weather has been iahoriiblo, that it is 
natural to throw oil the blaine vpon that. 
If he ihould hav^ ce^hed Madrid when this 
afrives, I hcg yo\i to preibnt my relpeds, 
'and to affuie him of my perfe^ eileem aivd 
gratitude* 

Pray endeavour, by every means poffible, to 
perfbade our mnft venerable prelate, Migazzi, 
^ continue his generous partiality for me, of 
which 1 am fix jealous and lb proud. Reve* 
fence him devoutly in my name, axid pro- 
cure me a littk of hda afie£tion« Adiou, 
dear Gemello : take cai e uf yourfel^ if you 
wiih weti tpL yoiir^ &o. 

Viemu, March xa, 1755, 

i. T T fi R xni. 

TO THB SAME. 

I to f«M that my Nitteti was 

a&am^ to. ^pear at the court of Madrid^ 
aofi that retrealing into fiune bennitago oat 

the way> ihe had reiblved iq pais a (oiitary, 

life. 
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Hfe* X quitted .Vieotia the zath inilaiitit 
without knowing what was beeomb of her. 

You lee plainly^ that after a fuipeafe of live 
knonthsv I had reaibn to be unea^. Thank 
Heaven, ihe has at length found the road; and 
now enjojSy near you, the conTexdent and 
delicious abode, which as a fond father, I 
had forefeen would be gnmted to her, for 
your fake; whole kiudiieis was likely to i ap- 
ply the defeds of fuch merit as fhe had beerit 
able to draw from the exhaufted treafury 
h( her iire# 

Regard her as a little niece of a good dii- 
pofitkxn^ and (hew her off* to fuch advantage^ 
that fhe may at Iczik feem beautiful. The 
demency with wiiich fiie ims been received 
by your benigndriit fovereignsj comforts, but 
does not furpriife, me. This is not the hr 
ttibe th^t nly fortiinate f>rodu Aidns have dx^ 
perienced their goodnels. They have beeik 
long atcculbibed lid the moft iBoftrion^ pre- 
miums, merely for my obedience, which ha» 
'l^efierdly beecr preceded by betiefits. 

I am. v^y much obHged to you for yout 
afi^idibnate condolencre^ and the confoktioof 
wbicfc you have endeavoured to adminiClei^. 
fbr thfi istefBa^lb lofi which we have: bibth 
liiiigined, of a worthy and perf<^ friexitd i, 

but 
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btit I mufi: coufeis^ that my mind has hot yet 

JdCOVCred its former tranquillity. Nor to 
f accompliih this, my dear Gemello, do I 
know whether I fhould become more wife 
qr more fooliih. But I am certain, that I 
muft be very- different from what I am at 
preient. What I am unable to do ior my- 
felf, time and neceiTity, the harih, but cer- 
tain mailers of our miferabie feelings, will 
do for me. . 

For heaven's fake, give me a better ac* 
count of your own health. It feems as if 
your headachs, and relaxed Aomach, had a 
fecret correfpondence with my obftinate and 
moil uncivil nervous affedions : and if I 
could once hear of your good health, I (hould 
have great hopes of mine, Like true Twins, 
we fufficiently refembfe each other in our . 
lufferings ; it is time w e fliould begiu to be 
limilar in happinefs* 

• .Say a thoufand rcfpcdful and afFeftionate 
things for me to our moft worthy Monfignor 
Migazzu 'Why, alas ! am not I allowed 
ibmetimes td make a third in your confabu* 
lations! Be afliired, however, * that I very 
&equently enjoy that happinefs, me^tail}^ ^ 
1 long for the arrival of Count Torrcpal- 
ma, and ihall avail- myfelf of the prejudices 

in 
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m my favour with which you have poiTe^Ted 
him. Adieu, xny dear Gemello, 1 am and 
ever lhall be, &c* 

/ • Vienna, NJay 24, 1755. 



With his opera of Nittetij Metaftafio fent 
the foUovy^iag Souaet. 

Al Cavaliere 
CARirO Broschi 

VAutare di Nitieti. 
S0N£TT0. 

J 

^tfla nata pur or qui prejfo al polo 

Afia proUy ch'io confacro al foglia IberOy 
Raccogliy 6 Carlo, tdaprojlrarji alfuok 
Li infegna^ ^ilr, amc9^ a c0idittiir§^ 

^PiUjiii ch il fuo deftin pdn a U fob^ 
Che fei deWopra iccitatw frmiin ; 
E'che apprefer gemeUt a fitmrre U 

La iua voce in Pixrnafo e il mio penjlers* 

P«j^, che quando Te ^Italia oflenta 
Per onor delP Armwiea famiglia^ 

L*$rno de^ Car mi un iua dover divintu : 

E fe quffid dover non ti tonfigliaf 

Grata l*a?nor del padre al men rammenta*, 
' ' £. del fadri Vamr rendi eiHa Jiglia* 



SoAoet 
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♦ 

Sonnet tb PAHiK&lli. 

Addrefled to him from Vienna, with th^. 
opera of Nitteti^ written at his requeft, and 
to be performed under his direction, at the 
court of Madrid*' 

My offsprii^ ddlia*d kx the Iberian fiiore 

Prated) Oh Charles \ though foller'd near die pole | 

Teach her> when proftrate, fnrour to tm|^oc« 
With all the ar Jor of thy friendly foul. 

Remember that on Thee (he calls for aid» 
Whofe kind fuggeftioiis drew her into light. 
And that my Mufe and thy fweet voice efiay'd 
Like TwinS) in youth} to fcale Parnaflus* height 

When o'er hdr tuneful fona of hi|^h renowxH 
Italia gave the fov'reignty to tfaee^ 
It then became the duty of thy erown 

To aid the iifter art of Foeiy. 

But if this duty no fuchcounfcl give, 

Thy bofom let an old afFcdion fire ; 

And let theheljplefe child that love receive. 

Which has ib long beealaviihed on her Sire; 



LETTER XIV.^ 

f m 

TO THE SAME. 

Oh how numerous, and how different, arc 
the feoiationsy my dear Gemelloy which 

■ 

I your 
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tdiii- letter ot tke l Oth of September has ex* 

cited! Love, teudemefs, confufion, grati* 
tude, terror, wonder, and a thouiand others 
which are felt, but cannot be defGribed, I 
have experienced at the bottom of my foul, 
the mofl violent afflidtion for the deftniftioii 
of the unhappy Liiboni What horror I 
What a fcourge ! What mifery ! Poor hu- 
manity l-^Yet among all thefe motives of 
terror and forfow, the ample field which 
providence has opened to your benevolent 
fovereign, forcxercifing the great ai|d admir^ 
able qualities of his heart, afibrds me fbme 
coniblation. What he has done, and is itill 
doing, on this dreadful occafion, would ap«- 
pear nothing but poetical inventions, if a(^ 
cribed to my Titus or Alexander Thefe arc 
anions, my dear Oemelio, which do. honour 
to human nature. Happy the mortal des- 
tined by Heaven, to be the inilrument of 
fiich glory to all our fpecies. 

And among inch tragical events, have 
your admirable fovereigns deigned to lend 
an ear to the humble ientiments of my 
grateful fubmiflion? Oh matchlcfs clemency ; 
unexampled benignity! and has my dilcrc* 
tioil been commended for being (atisfied 
with their profufe beneficence ! Ah, my dear 

VOL. II. L Cemello, 
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GcmdiOf if mine been di&retioa, I defy 
your great' rnionarclis, with all their pDWer^ 
to find to indiicreet peribu among mcH:tals« < 

I Venerate the juft rei<»lutkn your 
pioiis fovereign, to fufpend the celebration 
of the intended feftival. The thought is 
Urcll worthy of the mhid which piod^jced 
When heaven (hall be appeafod^ and 
mental traiiqinllity reftored, give what di- 
re6ltoas yen pleafe for the decorations of the 
new drama. It cannot be ia hands more 
friendly^ or tnore expert, than yodr own* 

Whether Egypt appear o in a car, or on 
ah ekpfaant, i know that you will be at- 
tentive to his dignity, and careful that the 
fe{»refeatatioa ihall he fumifhed with all 
the biirbarous pomp with Which my head 
was hiiody while this drama-was writiag. 
' Before I fniilh, let mc make a confcliion 
to you. i have been a long while liberal of 
fnuff at your expcnce. AO the dilettanti 
nobility, pay th^r (Mtxrt to me on your ac- 
count, vloA my £ittff ti«&^fiirped yoor name, 
%fany have lent coonniiiious to Madrid^ tor 
iome of the taint idnd, but none have fm* 
eeeded. Stimulated, not only byxny indiiV 
(net Bbfe, but by vaiiity, I was on the point 
of begging your charity^^ before I was quite 
' i a bank- * 
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a bankrupt, when your lafl: magnificlenf 
and elegant present ariiWd. This approff^d 
to luch a degree, tUat I lofl all courage 
to torment you again^ as it appeared to me, 
an unpardonable infatiability to have any 
want remaining, after fuch excellive remu<* 
aeration. During tbis tune, th^ Marquis 
Paul came to viiit me, in order to expreis 
his iiihaite gratitude, for the favaurs which 
vou havcf conferred oa iaar brother. I proud- 
ly diipiaycd to him the prcfcut I had rc 
ceivedi and hiiloricaily related my diftreiS| 
lu being unable to mufter fufficlent courage 
to apply to you for ammunition for my nofe, 
and the nofes of others. He then only 
laughed ; but, when I met him a few day^ 
after, he confefled to me, that he had written 
my whole melancholy ftory to his brother. 
I blulbed at this information, and fcolded; 
but to own the truth, (as twins Ihould always 
do to each other) when the firft traufport 
of my wrath was over, I did not feel much 
injured. Your royal Patroos call me dif- 
creet. Ah, for charity's fake, my dear Ge- 
mello, let me enjoy their good opinion, and 
conceal this trait in the liiftory of my hfe» 
Adieu* It is late. Love me as uiual, 

L 2 and 
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and be affured of the pct{tcl and inviolubic 
^ttp4tby. of your moft faithful Gemello. 

! » ■ • * . * • ■ • Vienna, December 5> 1755. 

^ » *. * 

L E T T E R XV, 

TO ItfOKSlGNOK SABATINI, BISHOP OF 

MODSNA. 

Thid moft learned, though partial judg- 
ment, which, you have pronounced, mofl 
iUuftrious and reverend Sir» on my fortunate 
little vcrfes, and wliich has been exadly 
communicated to me. by our dear cavalier 
Montecuccoli^ demands my warmeil: grati- 
tude.. Thia opinion, which has more weight 
than that of a whole pubUc, can never have 
been given witli a view- to excite and foment 
my vanity, by one dcftlned and formed by 
pravidence^to corre£i the frailties of others* 
Yo;ir reverence - mull: therefore have ima- 
gined me gifted with<a modefty, and mode-. 
ration, fiifficient to refift a ihock which 
would have have aoaihilated all the faua* 
tical ftoiciim of the. proud family of 2^nOr 
I confei^ myielf ^tered by the credit which 
you have given mc oft this occafion; and 

hope 

i 
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hope to enjoy it without the remorie a£ un- 

decelviug you. I can never, without the 
greateft ingratitude, forget, not only the 
generous fricAdfiiip, but paternal af!e6lion, 
with which your reverence ^ defigned to 

honour me* I am that.. ..^ , 

•► - "■ 

. 'Jppellat ptttum pattTg et fulbim^ iMhfunmu*^ 

Hoa. Sat Lib. i« 44. 

ihould we to their faults be more reverCj 
* Than an indulgent father to his h^ir, * "^^^ 

If with diftortfld eyes the itfchinglaresi 
(«Oh,thedearbq% howpfettilylieftireil!*^ t^-.r 
Is he of chiraHUh and abortive fise \ 
<^ Sweet little moppet," the fond &ther cries. 

FaANCits. . 

So that I do not eftinmte my poetical 
merit by your favourable judgment, but by 
your ajffeAion, which cannot be a mediator 
in degrading your equal: an honour, of 
whieh I am more ambitious, than of the 
laurels of Homer. Among all the favours 
which you heap upon me, I beg your Loid* 
ibip to grant me this, of regarding you as a 
brother poet, without diminifliing the juft ve^ 
deration due to your other fuperior qualities. 

The learning and meAod- with which 
your Lordihip has analyfed my Epigram, 

3 . has 
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has not furpnlcd me. It is done as I 
ought to havp cxpe&Q^ it would be» by one 

wi^o uiuLcs the dieofy of ii maflcr^ ^vltli the 
prai^ce of a work^up. Tfa^ novelty and 
viviicity of youi" thoughts aad (lyle have de- 
lighted me, as emanatiiMis q£ a nu2a4 fraught 
with all that folid information, and original 
geniu^t whichbave ib lon^g excited the; r«ipe6b 
and veneration of, &c. 

' . • . ' ' Vienna, January A7S^ 

/ " • • % ♦ 

9 » 

In writing to his fiicnd, Sig. Argenvilliers^ 
at Rome, the begipnjng of this ye^ur, he iays i ^ 
.^^1 am v^ry curious. $o know wh^ reception 
the ma&c of our Gluck will meet with at 
Rome. H<e 5ceci|i9fe$ with jpeeuliar ipii'itv 
aiid scc9r4i«g to tbp prefent tafte, which i& 
' faid to, neflgn isi (that city, I IhouU iinagiae 
that fee w<puitl giye. fatii>faiSU<Mi." April tli^ 

Wc have jftiJl here as deep a fiiow, and 

as -Q^H a North .wtiid, a$ wc hjjive beea 

affiiabed wildi during tl^e whole wujtei^ io 
4^t Uttie Ju^pe reiT)ai(k8 of our efijoying 
ipjthg tJai* year : a Jfeafon which very oftei| 
w^y ia thj/$ io its cocnpaaion^. 

Xto yijiila noy deaf ftiwid, enjoy cji a)y (Wad, 
• i ' the- 
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the fmiling days of your warm ficy, while I 
remaia iuffocated by the iloves of this counf 
try." 

In another letter, which feems an anfwer 
to one which gave an account of the extraor-» 
dinary fuccels of his dramas at Rome, he 
fiiys : ♦* The partiality of my native city for 
my produ6lions, is a very equivocal proof of 
their merits The being infenfible to the de« 
fe6is of Qur children, is a weaknefs fo much 
the more pardonable, as it is common to all 
mothers ; fo that if her blind a|)probatiojii 

c^annot ferve as a foundation to my vanity, 

it • merits, at leaft, that hlial tenderaeii 
which I fincerely feel for her*** 

The explanation of pafTage iu one of his 
letters to his Roman correipondent which 

had alarmed him concerning a young mau 

whom he had recommended to the notice of 

our poet, is pleafant. 

Your letter of the 6th of June, made me 
laugh at the unexpected agitation into which 
you were thrown on account of Sig. Nscco* 
lino^ Pavefe, He had been to vifit me four 
or nve times ; and, notwithftan^ing I had 
entreated him to favour me with his com- 
mands, I never was able to get a word from 
him, by which I could difcover his wants. 

I* 4 So 
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So that concluding there was nothing. ia 
which I could ferve him, I made ufe,. in 
writing to you, of the following expreffio^ ; 
bis wants, mufi be impalpable^ that is, cannot 
be felt, have no exiftence. Indeed it ap-» 
pears to me, that the young man has judg^i 
foent, talents, and, according to hisaccouiit^ 
that he has acquired by his refidefice in Vi*^ - 
enna, ail the ufeful knowledge which an ex-, 
perienced and wile merchant wpuld wiih ta 
poffefs. Therefore make yo\irfelf ea^,, 
4ear friend ; and iince ypu.hig^ye patiefice tp 
correfpond with a poet, try to familiarize 
yourfelf a little with the language of Parnai^ 
fus. Never fear mj exceeding your iiiftruc^ 
tions, in the credit I give to perioos whom 

you rcconimeud* I underilaud you perfedtly^ 
know the limits which, you wiih to be ob- 
ferved, and fhall never exceed them. 

Commaixd me with more freedom, and dq 
not let me have the mortification of. always 
recognizing in yovir order^ themfelyes, a cer^ 
tain apprchenfion of incommoding me, which 
feems a tacit cenfure of the manner with 
which I have abufed your a£tive friendlhip. 



LETr 

• - • . r 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO TH£ A^ATE PASQ^TINI. 

I TAK£ time, my dear Pafquini, in anfwer* 

ing your letter of laft February, becaufe, the 
buime& it contaias^ wiU not be injured bj 
delay; and becaufe my negligence will be * 
tre^t^d with more indulgence, by fuch a 
man as ypu^ than by a thoufand others, who 
iexa£l witl^ x^ore rigour the performance of 
every duty, in proportion to the infecurity 
of their friendfliips. 

Your imagining my laft letter artful, is a 
.cerjtain proof that we are not agreed about 
the idea of true and falfcy of fmpk and arti' 
Jicial* The confeffing that I had received a 
letter from you ibmetime fince, but did not 
aiifwer it, left it ihould bring on fome dif- 
agreeable difcuffitins, appears to me a truth 
fo naked and unadorned, that to have fup- 
prefled it from a confidential friend, would 
have been harfha arid uncourteous. That all 
men are bound by the laws of nature, to af- ' 
fift the unhappy, but that the obligation of 
protefllng merit, is referved for the power- 
ful. 
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fill, are fimple and inconteftible propofitions. 
Tliat it would be as inhuman not to iuccour 
our equals, as ridieulouf to pretend to pro* 

tc€t them, is a corollarj which hecelTarily 
arifes out of the precediiig axiom. Now 
have the charity to tell me, how you were 
able to diicover in a letter which contains 
truths fo folid and io undifguifed, an artifice 
io iubtil as to be as much out of the reach 6f 
my penetration now, as it was diftant from 
my thoughts when it was written f If the 
tenour of that letter was artful, the coiUj arv 
' will be fimple: the followhig is therefore, 
according to your opinion, the manner m 
which 1 ihould have written, in 6r4i^ to 
avoid being aitful : / hrje kce?i jneveiitcd 
Jrm aftjwering pur letter by the muHiplkity of 
my avocations^ the ivant of healthy the fault of 
the f oft wbicb has-been later than ufuah ^c. I 
am extremely imhafpy at my inability to per^ 
form tbq/e o^es for you which you require^ 
having already expended my intereft in favour 
of another 9 previous to your application ; or elfe 
1 fhttll do every thing in my power to fecond 
your wijbesy and then without lying, avail 
myfelf in negotiating the bufinefs of the cpn- 
^tigu, as much as fojiile, 

this 
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T!ii^ may be the frauk and fimpie manner 
which you wt&ed for in my laft letter : but 
before I adopt it, my dear Paiquiui, I muft 
make the experiment : md hoe epus. Adieu^ 
my dear friend. Take care of your health, 
and beUeve me, without the leaft £hadow of 
art, - « ' 

« 

Vfeima, April i^, 1756^ 

LETTER XVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

You cannot be ignorant, my dear Paiquini^ 
of the circumftances in which the Emprefs 
Queen finds herfelf at prefent. You know 
that in order to avoid being fwallowed up by 
a greedy neighbour, j(he is obliged to have 
in the field, one hundred add fixty thoufand of 
her own troops ; without enumerating thofc 
of a fmgle ally, or mentioning fcvcnty Or 
eighty thoufaud flationcd in different garri- 
sons. And in knowing this, you may ims^ine ^ 
how empty diat trcafury muft be, while the- 
. uiual revenue of her anceftors, who were 
never put to half this expcace, is fo much 
diminilhed; and yet, in Ijjite of this infor* 
matioQ, you wifll to draw water • from fo 

exhauAed 
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exhatifted a fountain. But though this is an 
indubitable proof of the urgency of your 
wants, which penetrates me with CDmpaffion, 
yet it does not infpire me, for a moment, 
with iufEcient courage to attempt a naeaiure^ 
wh^ch without being of any ufe to you, 
would juftly entitle me to ccniure for my 
ifidifcretio^. Yqu muft be certain that pub- 
lic diftrefs muft necefiarily occafion private ; 
and will therefore, I hope, pity me, if to 
iympathife in your diftrefs, is all the aiTift* 
ance, prefent, in the power of your, &c, 

Vijenna^ September 2fi^ ^75^, 

r 

: LETTER XVlir. 

* ► • ■ ^ * . ; 

TO TH£ SAMB. 

I AM extremely dii&tisfied with youi^ 
filence, and fhould be infinitely more dif^ 
contented, if the occafion of it diipi^aied me 
lefs. Your fiiffering under an infirmity is a 
iiifficient excufe for you, but is no coniola^ 
tibn ftir me-; nor at ftich a price do I wilh t6 
be innocent^ % If ever it ihould happen, again, 
that thfough the temptation of the devil, 
you Ihcadd think me guilty of negleftuig 
ycu, take care fiot tp have recourie to the 

ftlfttagerft 
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{^ratagem of illnefi. You may be miftaken 
for once in your mealures ; and {vtch errors 
are pardonable, hct me rather fcold ; but 

■ 

what will be the confequence i Your ears 
muft already be caiious to my paternal ho* 
milies; and'you know, by lo ng experience, 
that I bite like a Iheep, and not like a wolf. 

My nervous affections are this year much 
cncrcafed by the arrival of winter, and my 
patience is proportionably diminiihed. But 
what can I duf I have nothing for it but 
to fuifer and hope : every weight ill carried 
is encreafed in gravity. And as it is impot 
fible (or us to make human miiety accom- 
modate itfelf to our will, it is more prudent, 
and lefs iruitleisy for u$ to try to accommo- 
date ourfelves to human mifery. 

But let us not plunge into the moralizing 
gulph. This is very often an hypochondriac 
effed, which, by encouraging complaint, be- 
comes itfelf a new caufe for it. 

Viennaji Odober 8, 1756* 



We are enabled, by the correfpohdence 

with Pafqumi, to judge of the frank and 
open manner with which our poet treated his 
old and intimate friends; and the foUowhig 

• • iettet 
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letter iriay ferve as a ipccimcn of the delica**- 
cy and^ politeneXs with which he received the 
proffered friendfhip of new correlpondciUs, 
who wiihed for hi& optiuioii of their works. 

k 

* ■ 

LETTER XIX. 

jTOTHE CAVAUER ANTON-FILIPPO ADAMI. 

1 SH AX.I, not dwell long on the exceflive ex- 
preiSons of efteem with which you are pleaf- 
ed to honour me, in order to ihun the fa- 
tigtie and difficulty of defending myfelf fitmi 
the ailaults of vanity^ by which, authorized 
by your approbation, I may be infidioufly fe- 
duced« I am coixfufed at the favourable 
judgment which you pronounce ; but fliall 
not try to undeceive you, for fear I -fhould 
lhake the foundation of that friendihip'which 
you offer me, and which I wiih to merit. 
I have repeatedly penifed^ Sir^ and always 
with juft admiration, the ioanets which you 
have been pleafed to communicate to me. 
1 have found in them all, a robuft and noble 
Ikyt^f deep learning, lively fancy, and, final- 
ly, that ujiity, proportion, and correipondencc 
*of the leveral parts, which diftinguiih an 

inhabit- 
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inhabitaut of Baruailus fiom. » tcavellcsr. 
Though I am pleaied with them all^ yet the ' 
founct3 on Providence have ftruck me th6. 
moOi^ Perhaps the leis a\iftere phyfiognomy 
of thcfe, exalts their comparative merit* . 

Whenever you fhaU be.pleafed tocom* 
municate to me your corre6t and poliflicd 
produ<Stions, they will always afford me plea- 
iaic ; paiticularly if they are accompanied 
With fuch commands as may afford mean 
opportunity, of mani&fting with how much 
relpei^ly and zeal, I have the honour to be^ &c. 

r 

I 

« 

% 

f 

1, E T T E R XX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

1 AM proud, my dear Gemelio, of the cu- 
iriofity Which you tell me I have rai&d in " 
you concerning SiONOHA Gabrielli; as, 
to the peculiar and uncommon merit of this 
youi>g perion, there is a coincidence of 
opinion: and tiiis you may know from our 
friend Count Rojenljer^i wiiofe teftimony is 
of weight; and you can ^Kamioe hun at your 
leifure. But as to the commiftion which you 
. iiave gtrea ibuading this virtuoio in 

• . ' oi'der 



Di 



( ) 

order to difcover her icntimcnts concern-' 

ing an engagement for your rojal theatre, 
I am a great novice at it, and indeed have a 
natural averfion to this kind of bufinel's : 
however, 1 have executed it cxadtlj-. What 
would one not undertake for a Gemello ? 

The ibunding ^3 reduced to this : whether 
fhe 'will^ can, and on wiat condttims f It is 
uuneceffary to enquire whether flie iviJI ac- 
cept of an honour at which all are afpiring; 
but to the common cagernefe, Ihe has the 
ftimulus of wiihing for a perfbnal acquaint- 
' ance with You ; being perfuaded, that by ob- 
fervatlon and attention, Ihe might acquire 
from your kindneft, fuch intelligence in-her 
profelGon as i$ not to ht obtained eUewhere^ 
So that the firft pomt meets with no impedi- 
ment. 

Whether flie can engage herfelf, is aa ar- 
ticle of ftill lefs dif&culty : for ihe is not 
only able, but can do k at your convenience: 
this muft be explained* Signora Gabrielli is 
Hill engaged at this Imperial theatre for two 
years more ; but our auguft patronefs having 
lately refolved to (hut the lyric theatre during 
the. prefeiit war, has had the clemency to 
acquaint this performer, that though her 
contra^ will not be terminated thefe.twa 

years. 



years, Hie is at liberty to engage herfelf elfe- 
where, if fbe ihoxild not chufe to remain idle* 
So that flie can immediately enter into your 
iervice, and for as long, a time as you pleafe* 
And finally, as to the conditions upon 
which Ihe chufes to engage, they feem ex«^ 
tremely difcreet. She propofts the lalary of 
MingoUi as a model ; to whom Ihe is iupenor 
in voice, agility, and figure, in female parts, 
and in other theatrical circumilances. She is 
ignorant what was allowed to her predecef* 
^br for traveUing expences; but doubts not 
that the diftance, and the companion which 
ihe mufl: inevitably h^ve iix her journey, will 
be confidere^f 

• 1 have now executed your comxraffioui 
and in return for my pun^hiality, I beg of you 
to be Ijpecdy in your anfwer, as this virtuofa, 
^ing unemployed, will doubtl^fs have offers^ 
from other quarters ; and it is but juft that 
flue lho\)ld know whether ihe may accept tjii^m. 

I difcoyer new rivals every day : Count 

Kaunitx has fpoki&n to m$ pf you with great 

clleem and affeflioa 5 and has particularly- 
dieiired me to. alk you, whether he flood a^ 
high in your favour now^ as he did formerly, 
at Bologna. 

You, my dear Gemellp, area Swifs,gfjrft? 

\QU II. ^ cd 



on a Plemontcfc ; that is (among friends) 
obiUnate as the one, and iubtile a^ the other* 
I wrote far you : Non prenda ancor rimpegno\ ' 
aad jrou, like a good Piemontefe, praifed my 
verfes, and explained them in a contrary 
fenie : and like a perfed Swifs, return at 
midnight to your cups. Ble&you! my dear 
friend. You are in poiTeilioa of a colouring 
wandy and can do what you pl^fe. But let 
me .now ipeak of mylelf. 

I am unable to iet about my new work at 
prefcot, ha^ ing four little auguft patronefles, 
who* are fond of finging> that inoefibntly 
honour me with their commands^ In fun^^ 
mer they go into the coimtry, and rural 
Wiuiements ufualiy ierve as a parenthefis to 
xnufic* I then hope to be wholly yours, if 
my nervous, complaints do npt drive me out 
of m^UAL In the mean time, I am trying 
to find fome fubjedl which will admit of the 
decorations wJiick you have in your' bead. 
The aflault, fc^ling-ladder, and taking a fort, 
in the 4incient manner, are not incompatihto: 
with the decorations of our theatres at prC" 
fent, which a^e quite heroic ; but a F4it% and 
illumined jSiip^i, aire wholly comic, and, I know 
not jhow they would be received by thefp^c-* 
t^tots, . Stam^iglia introduced thtm during 
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ihc c6ntiAry In oii;ke4^: Jw ^^maa: exiled 

SL principal this drama^ mi operas 

were th^ ^ Wfairdi iof . cdiliiedy aiSdrtfli* 
^ed^r- which b|y <legr€eii i»re become legiti* 
mate and i«pdisitci 6milim% YiMt ibky iferjrr 
"well hiiLve an illum^ied iqwre the night, 1 
and inAtsid of 4kop8, mayifiuounate pottxmit 
Teftibles of teiupies^ dud othdr public btiildfr 
ihgs ; hat 1 dare tsot mention citfasr Ftfifr* jor 
jSi6i?/>in my dircaionsfor (hifting the fcenes: 
9s it woiOld be givkigal^ndlc to the flippaaC 
impertiiienc^ of our Iktle Rooian Abatet 
vith wboli^ modeftjr yad lup vmM \ ac# 

j^uaiuted. . 
Youj who know the country in whkh yon 

refide, caa judge whether ita inhabitaiiU are 
* jequallj deUcate: and in 4ca&x they are not^ 
you might auiiounce in the book of the. 
woids a ffuarc ^nuMUd it a f^ivi iaanmr 
during the mgbf. And in this fquare you may 

repreient jbch archite£Uire as you ihall think 
tUcely to delight the fpedlators. Give mft % 
word or two, at your laifore^ that I may 
meet your ideas, when the occupations in 
which I am engageid, and my capricious 
bcakh, fliaU. cbance to gii^e xne permillion; 

uz I could 
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I could have fworn that I had fpoken to 
yoxi concerning MonJigmrFAugier (f). He w 
charmed with You, with your heart, and your 
condud. He often vifiu me, notwithftanding 
his immeafurable corpulency ; and mounts 
t& the third Aory^ - where I reiide, with the 
lightnefs of the moft Aim dancer. I ihall 
for your fake, embraee as much as pofiible 
of^ his majeftic circumference. 
*: iMonfignor M^azzi is at lus bifhopric : and 
he is deflined by many here to iucceed the 
dying' archbifhop of Vienna* I believe he 
does not. aipirc at this honour. He would 
not be. a gainer in revenue, and would lo(b 
in tranquillity more than he would aci^uhq 
inranfc. . - . 

• Before I finifh my letter, I mulT: add two 
xefledUons. Thehrftis, that Signora GairieUi^ 
like the Mhtgotfi, expefts to have the prirttU 
fal jmak part ailigned her, and^ that it 
' ihotdd be 'txprejjid in the contra3« The fe- 
' cond,retle(iiion is xny oMcn, and is toadvif^ 
yon, if you .have any . intention, that ihe^ 
'' ^^uid iet -out^Jie^t fummer, inftantly to 

(p) See Gim, T^ur Vol. I. Art. V^enpa, • Th^ 

• ^ phyfician of the Pope, aiid, I luppofe, the Imperial phy-5 
fician,are c^ualiiipd with the TiUc of Mon/t^nor^ my Lord, 

- fcn4 
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fetid a cohtraA for her to iign, to coutiteraA 
ail fuch temptations as ihe will^ certainly ^ 
. have from other quarters* Adieu, my dear 
Gemello. I can write no more. > 

Vienitt) Februsuy i2> 1756. 

L E T T E R XXI. 

to THB SAMB« 

In fpite of my involuntary delay, I am 
hot in much fear of my dear Gemeilo accui^ 
ing me in his own heart : he is perfedUy ac- 
quainted with mine, and therefore incapa- 
ble of believing me either cold in my friend- 
Ihip, or infincere in my promifes* My ob- 
. llinate nervous complaints ; numerous inevi- 
table diftradions ; the certainty of your not 
being in a hurry ; but above all, the ill- 
humour of my capricious mufe, have con- 
i^ired to impede my fending you the littk 
cantata which you dciired fur two voices^ 
fo foon as I wiflied and had promifed. Ndv^ 
that you may allow me to be a confcientious 
man, 1 Ihaii pay my debt with an intereii: of 
cent per cent; and; inftead of one cantata, 
fend you two, written exprelsiy for your 
ule. The one intitled, L' ^pk^ ftie Bee J 

M 3 more 
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more iportive and chearfol i and the e^<nv 

which I have baptized, La Ritrosia dis- 
^AMATA^ f peeviflittefs dtfarmdj more Iwelj . 
andchafa6leriftic ff). Both are calculated 
ibr attion ; and eacb^ wkh two iimpie dreiTes, 
and ^ little verdant fcene, itiay, on fliort 
notice, be performed as occafion ihall ierve^ 
If you find nothing to pleafe yoil in? thefe* 
productions, they will at leaft ferve as tefti- 
monies of the anthor*s friendly zeal ; wha 
hopes that you will eontiaue to love him 
with* the iame a^fiiear a& he toves you. 

* 

LETTER XXII. 

V 

TO THB SAME. 

On Xuefday eveiung^ the 2d in^l* (No^ 
vember) 1 received from the chancery of our 

ccMlrtr 

(q) The date of thefe cantatas, Which is erroneous in 
liie laft ^mris editioot has been copied in aUihe fiijifequeat' 
jmpreffioiis of our autbor's wcnrksy down «o iliat of Nk€y 
* liie moft accurate and-ample of Aem all* ape has been 

fkid to be written for the Catholic court, in 1760; and La 
.E.1TR0SIA DisAiiMATA in i759> miilakes which will be 
mmaed by d«da<f of thia idltc^ mdi-ttligfih^ \a§m^ 
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Courts your.ktter of the 29tli of September. 
So that to tay great impatience, you (ee that 
it was thixty-four day^ on the road ; which 
occafioned me the fliame, «nd mortification, 
of . thinking that you had negle£):ed me, or 
been cfaildiihiy myfterious concerning the 
feteofNiTTETi; tiiat was delivered herewith 
leveral letters, a fortnight ago. God- know$ 
wiicrc the courier has diverted himielf; but of 
this I sun certaiot that your letter has not 
' been, detained a moment at the chancery. 
The rifts of private conveyance^ my moft 
beloved Gemello, have long determined me, 
" to fend my letters confhintly by the poft, on 
the certainty of their being delivered to you 
in two and twenty days. But let us wafie 
no more time in luch a ufelefs dxlculiion. I 
rejoice wi$h you futcerely, . in die univerfal 
applaufe and admiration, which the n^gni- 
ficence and l^lendor with which you have 
feaibn^ my Nitteti^ have procured her* 
Who would not gladly write operas with the 
certainty of their becoming prodigies in 
^our hands ?. 

You tdU me, that by the time your letter 

«f the times: the princes, for die nfe of whoTe court tMe 
litde pieces were written^ 1>eiag boik decesied at the time 
^tt^r hive beon (si4 to W produced 

M 4. ariives, 
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arrives, I inuft have received two copies of 

the opera. Thefe are not yet arrived, and 
I know not where , to feek them, as yoa 

liave not mentioned by what channel they 
were to be conveyed. The beft part of the 
ftory 18, that the opera is already printed at 

Rpme^ and it may happen, that this editioh 
will arrive at Vienna before that of Madrid* 
I ha^ve now to tea2^ you. Cardinal Landi 
has a fecretary, who is a poet; he is an Abate 
of the name of Bandini. He has writtea 
leveral dramas, one of which, entitled Sylla^ 
I have .fecn, and find it very happily verfified, 
and not devoid of theatrical merit In (hort, 
he is, in my opinion, the beft writer, in that 
wayt among thofe^ who are at prefent em* 
ployed. .He afpires much at the glory of 
leeing Ibme of his ofispring appear on your 
royal theatre; and his Cardinal has written 
me a long and preffing letter about him, as 
if a word from me were Efficient to 
efiabliih him in vour favour* That word 
you have now received : its efFe6! depends 
on your convenience. All I require is aa 
attellation from you, that 1 have pertormed 
my pait in the bufinefs ; therefore in your 
next letter to me, pray iiifert fuch a para- 
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graph as I may tranfmit to the cardinal, 
unburthen myfelf of the commiffioa. < 

i am proud of th^.aftedionate coateutioiiL 
between you and our dear C^unt Rofinb^rg ; 
hut I laugh at the impofTibility of either 
of you imitating, the inimitable tender* 
nefs with which I am both his and your 
iervant* 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME* 

At length I have been informed, that twt> 
little books dire£led to me were in the cut- 
tom-houley and (he day before yefterday they 
were brought to me, with a letter incloied 
from my amiable Gemetlo, written Septem- 
ber 12th; fo that malignant fate has kept it 
back two months, in ipite of all your care 
and diligence. It feemed neceflary to in- 
form you of this \ left from the tenout df 
my laft letter, you fliouid imagine both the 
books and your own letter loft. Your est- 
preffions perfedly agree with the partiality 
which you have always had for me and my 

writings. 
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S^ritings. Such convincing proofs of" dteetn 
and afieifUoa arc gcatcfiilt even ixotn iudif<» 
^rent perfons ; confider then- what delight 

when they axe bellowed by 
perfi>ns beloved in (uch a manacr as you 
iy yw moli faithful Gemeilo* 

1 know: not. whether the niiodel of my 
Beroe^ refemblesyour Spaniihyoungfemales ; 
Wt this I know,, that compared with ours» 
I feem to have violated the rules of proba* 
hility. 

Migazzi has not yet appeared* Embrace 
my tyrant Rofenberg ; but with fuch hearti* 
nefs that he fliall remember it : my Uighted 
tendeme& merits fuch vengeance. You 
muft not forget aa oftenfible period for Car^ 
'Jmal fdOttdi^ and believe me bomb proof. 

L £ T ..T E R XXIV. . 

I 

TO THS SAME. 

I SHALL anfwer tiie two letters, which 

though written at the dillaace of a mouUi 
ifrom each other^ are now juft arrived 
together ; I know not whether from that 
.wl^h was fit& written travelling too flow, 

or 
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the fecood toe faft ; but however tkit 
inay have been, I fliall now give you an ac^ 
count ot my coouniffioos. 

Wkk refpeA the duet, t ^k/k yciu / 
too compkiceut in humouring ail the ca^t* \ 
ce» of our fiftgen* Ever dnce I begin 
wrke poetry for mufic, I, who am not bf 
Aiany ini]e» ib good as yo\l are^ hatve Ant, 
na^ed, er rather built up, the door, againilf 
all changes of words. We ihould be faaow 
raffed iadeed, if every maggoty theatrical 
Nymph, damtjr Adoiris, or fii^^fli Coni^ofer, 
were to decide on theiaerit of the poetrjv 
and make iis diange the parts of an edifice^ 
as if if were cfompofGd of cards* You who 
are Mm fubje^t tathefe plagues^ telt me if 
it does not feem nTCeffary to reprefs the ua- 
kidied impefljiie&ee «if thefe people^ BiC 
do not imagiu€y moA beloved Gemciio^ ihaST 

^ thi»;{^eachmg ariies from an aimrfioti tiy 

labour, or unwillingnefe to oblige you : to- 

aemoveaft d»MHi of my reluance, I Jadoie 

die duct, not only changed ui oae, but ix^; 
iwo diierent way6 ; ibeite k nothia^g . 
agreeable to me, which pleafes my dear 
i^onello ; but k is neceiSiry to check your 
«(aal fiicility, that you may not be always 
she, victim of unreaionable feoplis, who arc 

4 Mvor 
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hever to be fatlshed* If you had afiigned a 
fea£bn for wifhing to change the duet, I 
fhould have adapted myfelf to the opinion of 
Others ; but this is to diviine it blind-fold : 
and though I pafs for a middling poet, yet I 
have nothing of the prophet in mci In your 
fecofid letter^ you fay: "now they will 
have no duet I'^ Jlat lux^make it tben^ 
fays Arlcquin. Well, Heaven grant you 
patience. Though, as far as I can fee, you - 
have already as much as Job of St. Hilary. 

At length our noble and Vfoxihy Mo^gnor 
Migazzt is arrived in Vienna : and at our 
firi): meeting we have almoll fudbcated each 
other with the number and violence of our 
embraces, and thofe which he brought frofXI 
you, by commiffion. I have put his patietee 
to extraordinary trials, with my numerous 
and xninute queftions concerning your health, 
way of life, friendfhip for me, and the pub* 
lie approbation which you have iaweU con^ 
trived to merit. . He went fo far as to tell 
me, that, confcious of your heroic conduct 
in circumilances.fo feducing, he might ven- 
ture to canonile you without the fear of op* 
puiition. Figure to yourfelf, if you can, 
how fweet fuch mudc mtift be to the ears of 

. . ♦ your 
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your moft faithful aiid afFedioiiate Gemello* 
Heaven preferve and blefe you. Amen* 

I am told tljis iaitant, that my moft 
auguft Patronefs is happily brought to bed of 
a little Arch-duke. TV Dcum laudarms. I 
hope that providence, w^hich has hitherto 
prelerved her in fimilar circumftances, 
protedl her from all accidents. The chriK* 
ning will be at 7 o'clock this evening, and 
the new terreilial pilgnm will be named 
Maximilian. This is being ^ very obliging 
confort, to prefent her huiband with a male 
child on his own birth^day. Bat what can- 
not the admuable Maria Theresa doi ( 
write amidft the hannonious acclamations 
of the peoplci who are running in crouds 
towards the conrL The opera which will 
be reprefented to-night in the public theatre, 
will certa:inly meet with applanfc : what is 
there that cannot pleafe on fuch a day! 
The drama is my Re Fajlwe^ fet by Gluek; 
A Bohemian compofer, whofe fjpirit, noiie» 
fxA ext'ravagan(:e, 'have iupplied the plate of 
jnerit in many theatres of Europe, among 
ihofe whom I pity, arid who do not confti^ 
tute die minority of the folks of this world. 
Thank God, we have po Want pf fuch audi«. 
^oib here, 

Tbi? 
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Thefirft womu hSign&rp Catarma GAB%lm 

^LLi^ Romanai a young performer, who cer- 
tainly has not her equal for excellence in 
voice, tafte^ or action* (Pniy take notice by 
way of Parenthefis, that 1 am not in love wit^ 
her.) Our Monjlgmr tAugier^ when h^ 
firft heatd Iier» burft into rapturoas expre£> 
fions of wonder and delight; and it was 
jonly doing her yalXy^p The firft man i$ 
JSig. Mazzanti, ^ great player on the vio* 
£11 infalfet ; but even He has his admirers, 

as we have palates for every kind of laucc 
When I hear finging, I am not iatisfied with 
inere furprlfe, but wilh the heart to have 
% ihare in the delight^ of the ear* But this 
is a fcience granted only to few ; and nature 
does not often go out of her way to make 
Farinellis. The other fingers of our 
o^tjai^ tcy Ihorten . my nai:rative, ^ou may 
jmagine what you pleaie. ' , 

I am glad you eileem our moil yfjas^k^ 
Count de Rofenbirghx in this particular, I 
have no preteafioiis to emulate you ; but a^ 
to love, 1 fliall claim my ancient rights with 
piy utmoil vigour. If you are guilty of any 
foul play, expeft a furious iatire in your 
l^raife, in which my rival .will have tl|e 
principal part. In the a^l of rev^renckif 

a»d 
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and embracing him in my name^ I leave 
you to chant the Antiphon. 

Cruel Gemello! and do you Aill want 
me to fufFer the pangs of child-birth again J 
After fo many labours, do you think I 
have-not loft the power of bringing forth? - 
Do ail the nauieas, the breeding qualms; the 
throes, and fears of mifearriages and abor* 
tions, which I b^ve experienced, go for 
iK^tfiing } any more than the apprehenficmt^ 
Occafioned by the rank and penetration of 
the demy-gods for whom I am to encreafe 
my offspring? I have been fo rewarded^ 
^t I have not tihe courage to refofe ; but I 
fear the enterpriie fo much, that I dare aol 
Dttdcrtake It, 

. Non tl ffunaccio fJe^m^ 
Non ti fremiUt amor : 
NiH fnnd$ sneer rimpepn^ 

I beaten not difdaln, > 

Nor flatt'rino; language ufcj 
My lentence I reftrain, 

3ut 4o not ^uice icfiife^ 

Adieu my ever dear and admirable 6emdlo« 

Viexuu, December 8, 1756*' 
(r) Patgdy of an air in tke fidt aft of Cttm <" 
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TP THE SAME. 

Yau tell fomany people t^atyou love rac, 
sad publiih it fo expre^y in prints that 
there is not a corner of (he habitable earth 
fo ohlcttre, 99 to ti^ igaor^t of my enviably 
good fortune (/). I pay you with int^reft ; 
and am pkaied^ that a kind of public comf. 
pa6l, fecures to me a fnciidlhip which in- 
deed has no occafioii $pr props to fuppprt i( ; 
4£ it founded upon au aucicat reciprocal, 
afie£tioaate» ^nd difinterefted, prqpenfityf 
But as every med^l ha$ its rcverfe ; this, my 
dear Gemello^ is not in wapt of one. In- 
pumerable are the people who afpire at the 
patroimge of your court, wiio figh for your 
fupport, and who apply tp me as to your 
J^ojapiin* T^hcrc is no chara^er that I 
fiUior fo much as an encroaching and Impor-^ 
tunate ac(juaintaxxcp. And a$ I know yoi^ 

(s) Atfudtng to the account publifhed in all the gazettes 

and ncwipapcrs of the tirne, concerning; the fuccefs, and 
/Iplendid manner in which the dramas of Metaftafio wcrt 
leprefenled at tht oourt of ^pan* 
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muft be teazed from morning to night by 
indilcreet pretenders, I am feized with a 

ihivering fit, when any one of the hundreds i 
of this kind of cattle accofts me with the 
mehguous interrogation of ; w^en^ Sig. Abate^ 
Jballyou write to your dear Getnello t But in 
order to parry the thruil, I immediately re« 
ply that I have jiift written, and that we only 
correlpoiid at the moveable feafts. Some 
underftand me, and are filent j but the m^jor^ 
part are ticks, and Itick fo dole to me, that 
it is impoliible to get rid of them, b(kt by 
(peaking the truth, and protefting, that I. 
neither will nor ought to importune you, to 
expend your intereft for perions utterly un^ 
known to you. But when by this and other 
means I have freed myfelf from a hundred 
aJaults of a iimilar kind, comes the hun*» < 
dred and firft petition, which from refpeft, 
obligation, or the influence of a friend, and 
perhaps from a little Tecret pride of keeping 
alive my credit with you, I have not the 
power to reiiiL. 

Of this laft kind is the requeft which has 
been made to mc by Count Figuerola, 
counfellor in tlxe fupreme council of 'PIslUt 
dcrs ; a moft worthy man, of great credit, 
and my particular friend. He has a brother 

VOL. II, N in 
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in Spain, caUed Antmm Figuirola^ who i$ 

in great \\ ant of jour iiitereft, in fupport of 
his pretenfi<ms to be appouited Lieuinumi 
Corregidor of the city of Tarazonay in Gala-- 
hgna: and I implore your kindneis in his 

favour. From the repugnance which yoU 
know I have to trouble you on inch ooca« 
fions, you may judge of the impulfe which 
has forced me to fubdue it. I can oSex you no 
return but the pleafure which your beneficicnt 
nature finds in performing kmd d&ces. ThQ 
petition will be made to you by C&unt Rofem* 
berg J to whom Count Figmrola tells me he 
has written: and in this buiineiSy I enter 
into partnerihip with him, m ipite of our 
rivalfliip. But that the length of my letter 
\ may not be more fatiguing than the recom« 
-inendation, I embrace you with my accuf- 
tomed affedion, and am, &c. 

Our auguft Patronefs thinks no- more of 
her lying-in ; (he has already admitted many 
ladies to kiis her hands, and cannot be pre« 
vented from refuming her attention to pub* 
lie affairs. 

Vienna, December i8> 1756b 

» 

EUD i>F TH£ THIRD SECXIOlf* 
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SECTION IV. 

M ETASTAs^o feema never to have plunged 
into politics with his pacific friend FarineUi i 
but during the heat of the war of 1756, be- 
tween the King of PruiGa and the Emprels 
Queen» he appears in his letters to his bro- 
ther, and a fe^ of his othef correfpondents, 
to have efpoufed the interefts of his Imperial 
Patrmefs with great seal, and to have men*' - 
tioned with heartfelt pleafure, every advaa*^ 
tage which fortune eonceded to her aims. 

In a letter to the Mar(]^ui$ Carlo CavaUi 
of Ravenna, January 3d, 1757, he feys: 
the news of this great emplre is fo iatereft- 
ing to the reft of the world, that there is 
hardly a corner of the earth which does not 
feel anxious for its fate. Its caufe is to vior 
dicate all humanity from the injuries which 
it fuffers from the violation of charity, yiC* 
tice, and good faith, th^ moil neceflary 
« bonds of ibciety* 
**Our moft beloved fovcrcign has in Bohe- 
miai one hundred and forty thouiand men» 

X % well 
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many. On the nth of the prefent month, 
the diet of Ratifton will proceed to declare 
this a war of the empire ; and laftly, the 
grand Signor of the Turks will concur in 
helping to opprefs the opprefTor ; fo that if 
fome unforefeen accident does not prevent 
it, I know not how the enemy can efcape 
deftrudlion.'" 

But previous to this period, at the begin- 
ning of hoftilities, he writes his brother 
word, that "on the 28th of Auguft, (1756) 
the King of Pruffia entered Saxony with a 
confidcrable army ; laid the country under 
contribution, and the good King (Auguftus 
II.) who had given him no offence. It is 
pretended, that the extraordinary number of 
troops which we had fcnt into Bohemia and 
Moravia, had made him expeft to be aflailed, 
and determined him to prevent us by an 
irruption into Bohemia: but hearing fbme 
months ago of ' his motions, thefe provinces 
were out into a ftate of defence.*' And he 
afterwards tells his brother, that the two 
armies of the Kin^^ of Pruflia are retirinof 

from 
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from Bohemia, notwitbftanding his boafted 

viflory at Loboiitz, in which we are now 
certain that he loft ievea generals* The 
King of Poland is at Warfaw, but all the 
royal iamiiy ftill remains at Dreideu. Tbefe 
are curious times. 

•*We have here (at Vienna) our modern 
Faihis^ and our Marcellus ; fo that martial 
ire ileeps at preient. The declaration of 
war by the King of Spain, furnifhes much 
lubject for converfation. Hoiliiities will now 
acquire frelh vigour^ inftead of becoming 
more calm, if the EngUih do not lower their 
imperious tone* A difficult metamorphofis 
to bring about. 

** To the common news of the Czarina's 
death, which you and every one muft have 
heard, let me add the following information, 
which is juft come: Tejlerday arrived a 
courier from Peterjburgby at this caurty witA 
Jwo ktUrs written by the ne*w Czar to the 
Emperor and Emprefs\ in wiici is confirmed^ 
the alliance and engagements contrasted by the 
late fovereign with the court of ^ujlrta^ in ail 
their mojl nwiute circu^jijiances.** 

This declaration, however, was enfeebled 
fi>ou after, by the following information.— 

-W'S Acour-* 
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"-rf courier from Peterfiurgb iaft Tuefday^ 

brings word, that WarantzQj\ the Czar's 
prime minifter, had communicated to ours, 
and to tlic minifters of other co aiu, that hii 
majler^ Simulated by motives of bumamty^ ar^ 
dently wijhed that the horrors of this objiinale 
mar Jhould ceafe ; and that bis alUes might adopt 
his pacific fentiments^ he war ready to relinquijb 
ail advantages^'" — This declai-^tion was but 
the prelude to neutrality, and the prefage of 
that difuuiozi of the courts of Peteriburgh 
-and Vienna, which foon happened, to the 
great relief of the King of Pruiiia, at a time, 
when his ruin was thought inevitable. Me« 
taftafio details to his brother, the principal 
events of the times, till the year 1762, 
when the Czar was depoled, and th^ prelent 
Emprefs, his confort, aibending the throne^ 
.declared war agaiuft the King of Pruffia. 

In 1757, our poet, always a 6uthful fon 
of the church and city of Rome, and con-^ 
fequently no well wiiher to die King 
of Pruilia, and the proteilant powers; 
though he conftantlj exprefles himfelf with 
moderation, yet b^ writes triumphantly to 
his friend Sig. ArgenvilUers, that ^^on the 
1 2th of November, our Marclxal Daun, 
after three vigorous , attacks, had feized on 

I ' ^chweidiutz. 
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Schweidnitz. On the 2 ad, after thirteen 
attacks, he had entirely defeated the army ' 
before Breflau, commanded by the Priuce 
of Bevern, in their horrible trenches, which 
were thought infuperable; an inftance of 
valour, of which there has been no example 
for many ages* And this moment further 
intelligence is brotight, that the commander, 
thePrmce oi Beverniumielf, is ma^. prilbn-^ 
er; but I am not yet acquainted with the par- 
ticulars, lihould write more, but am going 
to fee the general Duke d'Urfel pais by, 
who formally brings the news, preceded by 
a proceffion of poftillions.** 

But ibon after^ he is obUged to confeis tQ 
tht &me correipondent, that the unfortunate 
battle of the 5th of December, and its 
neceflary coniequence, the capitulation of 
Breflau, were but too true. A body of thir- 
teen thouiaud men who abandoned our left - 
wing, rendered it impoiSble for our brave 
Auftrians to lave the town. We muft havcx 
patience. Our troops are at prefent in 
winter quarters^ but in that oomfortlefs re<* 
pole, wluch prepajrcs for new fatigues,'* 

>f4 'LET- 
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LETTER 1. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN. 

I AM more, late tlian 1 wiihed in anfwer* 
ing your letter of laft February, depending 
on your Indulgence, more than on that of a 
number of troublelbqie correfpondents to 
whom I am obliged to write, in anfwer to i 
letters full of nothing ; which, however, I 
dare not treat with negleft. You know 
that I am (hot at by all the infe£b of Par* 
naflus ; anc) not a week paifes that I do not 
curfe the inventor of pofts^ and'wilh him 
with all my heart in one of Dante's infernal 
bogs, with the little devil who made the 
trumpet^ you know of what (/). But thefe 
are days of penitence, fb we muft curb our 
anger, and regard our perfecutions as expia- 
tions of poetical fms. 

If my Nitteti has found favour in your 
fight, I ihall congratulate myfelf on this new 
proof of your partiality. But if tlic Alarqui^ 
Ormea has any intention of bringing it on 

(0 See Dante, Inferno^ Canto xxi, at the end* 

youi' 
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your ftage, I miift inform him, that its fuccefs 
will entirely depend on the character of 
Nitteti being well a£led. 

I do not lend you my cantata on the 
Calidonian Chafe ^ becaufe your curiofity may 
begratihed by the Cavalier Raiberti^ to whom 
Sig* Canale has furnifiied a copy. As to 
the performance and printing of this and 
Nittetii with all the correclions and altera* 
tions that may be neceffary, I leave them 
to my friends, as I never lick my own 
cubs ; T Ihould have too much employment 
•if I did. 

The type and price of the new edition of 
my works are quite what they ihould be; 
but the paper merits no praife. As to 
corre6tnefs» God help us ! 

Vienna, Mardi 14, 175;. 



L£T. 
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L E T T E R IL 

TO THB SAME. 

I SHALL anfwer your two letters of th^ 
zgd of laft monthi and the 7th inAant^ 

together. For the commiffion 111 the iiril 
concerning Covnt Goveano, you have ad* 
drefTed yourfelf to a poor commilTary ; as I 
have but little communication with the 
military hierarchy. Add to this, that all our 
heroes are at preient in (he held ; and that 
Prince Litcbtenfiein^ who is ftill here, and to 
whom I mtended to addreis myfelf in favour 
of our ftudious Cavalier, being extremely 
occupied at court, in the preient agitation of 
public aftairs, is not eafily acceflible ; and if 
he was^ I flxould not find hnn in that tran^^ 
quil ftate of mind which I (hould wifli, for 
the furtherance of our bufinef^. However, 
when a fevourable opportunity prefents it- 
felf, I fliall not forget your petition. Now 
for the fecond letter. 

I envy the fate of my pifture, which is fo 
much carreiTed ; and for a thou&nd reafbns 
would change fituations with it for fbme 

time 
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time to come« I am told, that it i$ extremely 

like ; fo that you may fafely fet your friendly 
and affe&ionate imagination to work. 

I thank jou for the folickudc concerning 
the corre£iiou of my works iA this new 
edition. Pray defire the printer to regulate 
his prefs by that of Paris; fupplyiag, ia my 
facrcd dramas, the omiflions of the texts of 
fcripture, and citatioits from the fathers. 
Thefe being no lefs neceffary for the honour, 
than fafety of the author. 

I entreat you to exprefs my moft grateful 
fentiments to the worthy advocate, Signor 
Bruni, for his partial commemoration of 
me ia your Licaeum. Though I defpair of 
ever deferving it, yet I cannot help being 
ambitious of his frieadfhip^ of obeying his 
commands, and of manifefting my opinion 
of his worth. Eefides public occafions for 
ill-hufyiour, a humour in my eyes gives me 
private caufe for peeviflinefs ; I fliali tiiere«» 
fore haften to aflure you, that in all humours, 

Vienna^ May 23CI, 17^7, 
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L _E T T E R III. 

t 

TO THE SAME. 

1 SEND you il Sogno, correSIy tranfcribe^ 

for the prefs ; and a fouuet on the lail vic- 
tory, . which may fcrvc as a counterpoifon to 
the maligiiaut piety of thofe who would 
afligu it to a miracle, in order to diminiih the 
glory of thofe who have earned it. 

1 have fcnt a copy of the Roman edition of 
Nil^eli\, which has been corrededi but Imui): 
beg of you to tell the compolitor to ufc no 
capitals, except at the beginning of a verfe, 
and tb proper names. > This drama ought 
abiokitely to precede the juvenile poetry, 
which is ufually called additions ; but I ihall 
be content with whatever place you ftiall 
afEgn it. The fonnet to my dear Farinelh ' 
ihould have admiffion among the lyric 
poetry, and not at the front of NitMu 
Forgive my unavoidable laconifin, and be- 
lieve mc, &cc, 

Vienna, Augufl 29, i'JS7* 
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LETTER IV. 

' TO THE SAME, 

With your mofl afFedionate letter of the ' 
22d of October, I receive proofs of three fron- 
tifpieces to the Turin edition of my works. 
They appear to me in very good tafte; grace- 
ful, well defigncd, ami well executed, 1 am 
much obliged to you for your care in this 
particular, and if the accuracy of the prclsis 
correfpondent, we {hall have reafon to be^ 
fatishcd with the impreflion. i 

I fhall be glad of a few proofs, to gratify, 
parental curiotitj ; but do not lay too heavy' 
a burthen on the editors. You who have 

long known mc, IhoulJ make nic a little 
known to them. Adieu. 

Vienna, November 7, IJST* 

4 , 

I 

LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUIKI. 

The lively defcriptiou which you make in 
your letter of the 1 3th of laft month, con<: 

cerning 
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certtmg your TufFerings in the city of Siend^ 

more honour to the rhetoric than thephilofo- 
phy of the writer* If ever it (hould come into 
your head to undertake it, I am certain that 
you could give a fimilar alpe^ to a refidence 
at Rome or i^Vthens. 1 admire this feducins: 
faculty^ and (hould treat it with ftill more 
reipedl, if you knew how to fet a proper va- 
hie on the advantages which are in your 

power ; icflcdlirig oii all thofe dcdrable cir- 
cumftances which can render life tolerable^, 
if not happy. For though mortals are not 
gifted with the art of accommodaringcircum-* 
ftances to their convenience, they may ac- 
commodate themielvestocircumftances. But 
methinks I hear you fay, that it is ea(y to 
preach up failings upon a full ilomach ; and 
J tell you, that we have all occafion for com- 
^paffion, though all are not willing to beftow 
it* For my own part, I muft confefs, either 
firom moderation or pride, that 1 avoid, as 
much as poffible, the finding from the pity 
of others, proofs of that mifery which I wifli 
to conceal from^myfeif. But enough of 
moralizing. 
Count RicHECovRTt who fet ofF for 

Florence this evening, told me a few 
nights ago, unfolicited^ that he believed he 

fhould 
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Ihould accompliih your buiinefs; as tlothiiig 
but the fbvereign's iiat was wanting, which 
from the dilpoiition in which he had brought 
. and left him, he had no doubt of obtaining. 
The Empq^or i$ in JSoheaiia: fo that, at pre- 
lent, I am to give you no further information 
about it. But if the thing is done, you will 
perhaps hear of it before me* Suipend your 
thanks, however, to the Count, till you canon- 
ically know that the favour is granted:' as I 
had no commiflion given me to teU you thus 
much. If ever this ripe apple has occafion 
for another fliake to bring it from the bough, 
I ihall borrow the arm of Count Losi. 
Do not paint misfortune with all the vigour 
of your genius. I am, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1757, 

t 

Poor Pafquini's appointment was not con- 
firmed till the next year^ as appears by the 

following congratulatQry letter from Metaf- 
tado. 
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LETTER VL 

TO THE ABATE PASOpINI. 

Having this moment received your moll 
welcome letter of the 6th inft. containing 
the long wilhed for information of your 
being clc(^tcd to the oiEce of Vice-rc£lor of 
your college, I congratulate not. only you, 
but myfelf, and the Siena Lycc^um^ on this 
event* 

1 am extremely obliged to the Abate Can^ 
tiuy who has fo well leconded my zeal, and 
I wifli you may long enjoy the fruits of this 
appointment, in that philoibphical tranquilli- 
ty which gives to neceflaries all the cfFeft of 
opulence ; not indeed in the fuperahundaace 
of wealth, but paucity of wants. Take care 
of your health, continue to love me, and to 
alTure yourfelf, that I am with invariable 
conilancy, 

Vienna, Febniaryao, 



This is the laft letter in the colle6iion 
from Metastasio to Pasquini. He is 
frequently mentioned with attention in fub- 

fequent 
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iequent letters to bi& other correijpondeatSy 
particularly to Lrvi A Accarioi, a poeteft 
of a xiobie family at Siena, who feat Me* 
TA«TASio her works for his advice, or ra- 
ther approbation. In concluding a letter to 
this lady, in Odober 1763, he feys: "you 
•enjoy the company of my admirable frien49 
U Padre maefiro Azzoni. Pray puthioi frer 
quently in mind of my eAeem and fincere 
affedion. How will Pasquini triumph ifi 
y having raviibed him from jne ! I muft have 
patience^ But let him, at leaft,. appeaie my 
^avy, by giving nae frequent proofs of hi$ 
pwn aiFe^iion/* 

In December following, however, addrell- 
ing himfelf to the ibme lady at Siensi; 
fays : 

The unhappy and unexpeded lofs of our 

poor Abate Pasquini has truly wounded 
me to the heart.^ He was a man perfedly 
amiable in his natural charafler, dlftinft 
from his* talents ; and one whp returned, 
. with exemplary gratitude, the affeftion of 
. his true friends, 1 feel, and ihall loxsig led, 
' the want of him j and the moj-e fo, on reflefl- 
ing ho.w great a lofs he mull be to you, and 
to our moft worthy Padre Azzoni, who 
. }^new his merit, and how to prize even his 

' ' .■•Aim 

voii. ij, 0 tranf- 
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trani{>ort6; whichy though they Vaci^. hi^ 
ChjmAer, never ^diet>raycd it. 

The cootinuation of your moil valuahb 
frientUhip will be a great iburce of eonlbla^ 
tiou to me } an acquiiitiqu £ox which 1 ihall 
always grateful to the tttemorjr of , my 

friead^ from whole kitidiieis it ws^ job^ 
riv^d. Try, debt Moofem^ to diyert your 
atteatioa from this ^afill^iing evem, by an 
idtiQC^at commerce with th^ muies, wfab are 
f6 ready to favour you wheacv^r you ci^l 

U|)oa them," 

LETTER VU. ' 

TO 9PHE CAVAUER FARINELW^ , 

■ 

Having this inftaat read a cstk^atio^l 
aiilwerfromSiGKOkAOABEiifet^Li) I huft^to 
communicate it to you, in order to Ik'^^ the 
poft. Your letter to me,t rky GelMilO, 
was divided into two parts; the one con- 
tained a plain propoiitioA, atid ^ef ftn 
infinuation, to be ufed difcretionaHy. T^e 
plam pro^itidb, Hrafc tn dSt^ of the ^ce 
of SiGNOKA Parigi to the Gabrielli, at 
Eafter 17^9. Tbo icceod ctotfe, o!r infi^ 

ttuatiopj 
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neceflaryio^ply the pkce immediately?, f>f 

©f returning to Italy. ' : ' 

. To tliff plain propafitioii or o&^f^ 
Gabrielli fays, that Jhe accepts ^^wixh lUt 
- maft refpediul iiibitaui ^af - the tbcmcRiri pPD» 
pofed to iier of fucceeding Signqra •Pj^rigi 
in the iervice of th^ moft clftimnt liiaj«fti«s 
of ^pain, at the f^ft of the reiurrhAkm, in 
1759 ; foriaattf the j^caiftotnedattidrisfcut, 
in which (he is allowed tij^e title xif iifft woman, 
wkh a&l^ o£mie t^oufitad tvodiundrAdibiiir 
t^loons, Jikp that graij^d to th^M^Hi^XU 
4ho ndU ]moic4iaiol;ro£btu2!ii. a|rili^l^ii»;of 
it, ilgiied and executed. u;i .the uiua.linaan£lr« 

^Shft aiUii; it i^ }^^hoifmi iiafiJ^^.f^ 

which was made to the MiNGOTaex^^f jihre^p 
inmdri^ doobloona. 'xntxmyii'iik te gamlild to 

her, .bjr.thc royal mualficencf of tljei^ iove- 
-Migni^ dbfrajr «ipenfic:Df:ib long .a 

jou;-uey. Aiid if this requeft i;^ (complied 

wi^h bjr t^ir Oatbolk: majefticpy ib« * 

to have it fpecified in the aontraift, ^as an 
fcoaourablc teAunooy jof ihe genm^lily ivith 
which Jhe wof treated by fo great a amrt. So 
that this iiril haafin^s iecuns 
aa4 to np obje^n. 

Q 2 The 
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Tht other has beeiv infinuated^ &iid itmm . 

very fcafible. The Gabblielli is fo dc4 
firous aiid impatient to throw herfelf at^ tbo 
feet of fuch magnificent fovercignsycin hope* 
being honoured with their approbation, 
that Ihe will be very ready to obey their 
commaBds at Madrid, before the £aft^ of 
1759, or the prefent autumn, if neceffary ; 
nolwithftandingthat it depends onlyonherfelf 
to remain here in repofe, during the two 
years which are unexpired, of her co|itra£k, 
or to accept of the place of firft woman af 
Milan* But/as ifae is perlbaded, that the 

^emency of thefe auguft fovereigas, and the 
•quily of mf dear Genlello^ would not wifii 
that fhe fliould iujure.her future interefl: by 
•l^r Mai, ihe prefume^ to propoie tbe.^UoWff 
ing expedient. • ; ' * • 

. That with the article for the Eafter^^of 
J 759, in which flie has the title of firji wa-* 
mn^ another may be &nt for an mr^er per 
riod, without the expreffion of either Jrjl o^ 
fecfrnd^ with the iame annual falaiy and pre*; 
fent, fpecified in the firft article. 

And in coniideration of. her re%e(^l 
compliance with the feoond propofal, by Fe- 
V Jinquiihing the title of firfi woman^ flie hopes 
that it will be fupplifcd by that of Kirtuofa di 
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Crimera^ or fimply, Vhtuofa in the fervice of 
iieir Catbolic majejlies, which is left to their 
Ibvereign pleaftire and your difcefmnent ; 
&nd hopes;* ttet hfcrfteal^ ahdtlil$efice will 
enable her to obtain that benign notice, which 
her limited talents may fiul to merit. 

I ought to be difFufe in expreffions of gfa- 
'titude,« ftrpe6t^ slud jpr^yers oik' the p^ of 
SiGNORA GabrieLli, for the continuance of 
>)rouf partklity % but if -I lengthen my letter^ 
the poft will go without it* You muft there- 
fore fet year imagination to work in her be« 
half. I lhall only add, that you will have a 
good bargain, which in your hands will ibon 
be greatly cncreafed in its value : as there is 
excellent ftuff to work upon* 
* His excellence, Count Kaunitz, embraces 
^oa affectionately* echoing moft gratefully 
your own expreffive language. My nofe 
is afhamed of your generofity* Adieu* The. 
reft jis reforved for another letter. 
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iJ'^taEi'mlf'^fi^ft -iV-IIfc-;- L 
Tdi* -urtkbs ^ y^r letter of .dic7,th.rf 

June, concerning 4iie> ma!afifchdy:acokl0iift 
ibat^aiipeiiedAt ibe fireworks, has given me 
a high opinion ^'tkfcfeiOHfiK^^^^ 
l|*<illii.iaatf.>iw)WieM^, occalion remorfe. ^'I 
congfatulate yow tl**?h!li»We ifefttiiaeftia 
j«f^ch*fit^)i¥^ch th4§ 0\tent iiwakenQd hi 

of gratifying i^^o^ir :^ : v^ it ^ ' 
i^li^\^^mi^^99M^^it Andamcpiiin^iliioii- 

fyi^ll&iSon, witli wliich flie has. jcccivcd 

the royal 1^k»€^|ii jait^WgWJlinft^^s 

^Sovereign's favour: and the indehblc grati- 
tude wWrfl flie fliail always retain, for the 
benevolent and frieiuily hand tu;it has pro- 
cured her fudi emriabk honours. She wiihes 
to teftify all this in her own hand; and if her ^ 
letter arrives, as I expedt^ before this is ieai- 
^^,Ji ikall iucluic It, ^ 

WhUc 
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' WbiU I write» ypu will parMke of 90f 

felicity* You a>ufl. l^ave heard how the he-» 
tqk conftimcy qf our Bipft auguft iav^reigOt 
the Wifdom of our cabinet, the mjiflerly con- 
Av& of Marshai. PAUiiy 4pd ibfi prodigious 
valour of our troops, have cUaiiged, in fi^ 
bpurs tiqqie, the fate of Eurppe. You pre*^ 
didled this in your letter : io that I (hall exn 

p^4^t^ tQ ia Iprui, n ibkma pat^at of ' 
prophet. I fhould gladly write more on this 
agf^^^ fubj^^^i but befidfis jour being 
previoufly informed of this event, a violent 
ia^mfMUw ia my ^yeaba&r^odered wi;itu2g 
9 very painful operation ; fo that I fliall deny 
mykli the fatis£i&ion of repeating an old 
ftorj;. 

VleiiMt July 1X9 1757* 

. . L E T T E R IK. • ■ 

Oh what fauff t Oh what nediar for the 

Gods! Oh what a deUcate and delicious 
4nig t At length, day befcot yefter day^ 
a lid not iooncr, the long wi(hed for cheft ar* 
civedf after # thouiaad dangers, iiBpediment$^ 
and wanderings, niore ftrange than thofe of 
' ' 04 Ulyifes« 
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Uiyifed. And yet it is Ml in the higheft: 
perfedlion, without having (iiffered the lealt 
injury from lb long a voyage. It was hardly 
entered the houfe, before my impatient nofe 
went to work with great fenfiiality: and 
found tliiee admiiable different forts; but 
that in the two vafes, upon which was writr 
ten Haiandy is as much fuperior to the other 
twOf as my Gemelio is to ail other heroes^of 
the harmonic family. During theie two 
days, every intelligent nofe of this country 
has admired and envied it: and I fatten with 
the glory, that all theproudei): fnuff boxes in 
: the city give way, without the-leaftdiipute, to . 
mine. And as there is not a mole that is 
ignorant of our twinfliip, whenever my jfib-* 
vanai is handed about in company, I hear a 
fweet murmer, which, in repeating the name 
of my dear Gemelio, exalts his lupreme dif- 
cernment jn great as we^ as little things « 
Imagine to yourfclf my pleafure, and iiovv 
certain, if I had not beeh yours before, you 
were now of taking me by the nofe. 

When you required nie to return Signoea 
Parioi's letter, X trembled left I Ihould 
have beejD^.lb. though tle& 9^ to burn it : as, 
in order to avoid confufion,,! ^eaqraily do 

'^U l^tt^rs that bav^ jbeen aofwi^red* But^ 

thank 
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tiuink Heaven, I had preferved this, and 
now return it. I cannot however avoid 
telling you, my dear Gemello^ that you are 
too good a chnilian, and pay too great atten- 
tion to the follies of our tragi-comic nymphs^ 

who only deferve laughter, or at moft, com- 

paflioUt I ihall be-glad if our Gabrielli is 

au exception to the rule. She commiffions 
me to preient her beft compliments to you, 

and protefls, that you are her Cynofure^ and 
that the^e is nothing of which ihe is {o am<- 
bitious, as of becoming your pupil. 

I have not written to you a long while, 
partly not to teaze you about trifles, while 
I knew you were lb bufy; partly from 
cxpeQing the fnufF every moment, and partly 
from the diiorder m my eyes, rendering 
both reading and writing very painful. And 
it is an enviable quality m me, not to bear 
to be alone when any evil has befallen me : 
You fee how amiable my company muit be 
at luch times. 

My mules, more harlots than ever, hardly, 
• deign at preient, to come near me ; though I 
. am now called upon bymy little lerenePatron- 
efles, who are all more mufical than ever. 
How ever, if 1 had met with a happy fubjc6l, 
i ihould have made them come whether th^ 

would 
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always next my heart ; I tliink of you, 
whea I fliall lay // promctto amor^ the law 
will be inviolable. In the mean time, par- 
don me for writing little things for others ; 
they coft as much trouble as great, becaufe 
the difficulty is in the invention, not the 
number of verfes; and at laft, do little 
credit. If you wifli to put the mufes in 
good humour, it muft be by a better ac* 
count of your health. Regard my nofe as 
your flave to all eternity, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, Odober 22> 1757. 

/ L E T T E R X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your little, ftiort, and myfterious, letter 
of the 17th of laft July, from AranjueZi to- 
gether with the news received at this court, 
and fpread among us, tells mc but too 
plainly, the ftate of your mind, and anxiety 
of all good people, concerning the health 

:• . I of 
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of youf venerated fovereign. Would to 
Heaven this ftorm may blow over, iu fpitc 
of t&e terrible defcriptions which are fent 

hither from all parts, 

SmNon Marchssini, whom I cordially 

and gratefully lalute, writes me word in 
yoUr name, tiat ytm are impatient for an 
Mnfwer frm Monticelli. How is it pofliblc^ 
^at in (o long a time, you ihould not ^ave 
received my rinal anfwer to this bufmefs, 
together wtb Monticelli* s ordinal letter % in 
which this Virtuofo explains himfelf in the 
moft tttieqiii vocal manner, by faying: that 
the Jalary offered to bim is inadequate to his ex- 
feShitimt^ and that you are at liberty to fiek 
mother finger ? I rather believe that Sig. 
Marchefini has mi(underftood your commif^ 
lion, and applied to Monticelli, your impa- 
lieiKe at the tardy arrival of Monfigmr 
fAugier^s anfwer ; who, (by way of paren- 
tiiefis) upon being iderrogated by me, Iwears 

upon the agnus dei^ tYidit he w rote to ygu 
dn^be^t'bth of June. Now ■tJie{e enormous 
. irregularities in our correfpoudeiicc, are 
^anen^ena 'for which I am utterly uni^ble to 
■feccouat. I recommeiided to you, in tlie dif^ 
<:reet tenn^to which I ^ways reftrain my:« 
^If, the afiair ^of the Marquis D^ria^ Ibcoadr 

r ing 
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Sng the wilhes of otir court. This 2$ anothdif 

firrup from which I am unable to exempt- 
jrou ; throw it down, and afterwards throw 
• it up, if your ftomach diflikes it 5 but, for 
Heaven's fake$ anfwer me, or employ ibme« 
body elfe to favc my credit. 

Cardinal Akkander Albania with whom 1 
never was in correipondence, writes to me 
in the moft prefling manner, to defire, that 
in confequence of our public and notorious 
^ftei^tion^ I would recommend to you fo^ 
your theatre royal, Sig. GiuseppjeJ TozzIi 
a foprano, whom I have never known, ieen^ 
or heard ; nor did I fuipe6t, till now, that 
inch a perfon exiAed among us miferable 
mortals. Tell me, in charity, how* I caii 
refufe writing a letter, at the inftigation of a 
pillar of the holy mother church ? Tell me^ 
in mercy, how far you think yourfelf obliged 
to attend to a recommendation, which is nQ 
further fecondcd by me^than it may happen 
to iuit with your intereft and conveniencei 
Tell me, in compaiCon, what it will cofl 
you to give me two words of anfwer, that I 
•may fliew them for my juftification ? Adie^u^ 
my dear Gemello ; if you knew how de^r 
you are to my heart, you would^take care of 
your health. This letter is intended as the 

4 letter 
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letter of r eeommendation.of Sionoe Tozez t 

that I expert no JormaJ axifwcr to aa/ 

Vienna, Au^uil 1758^ 

I, E T T E R XI, 

TO THB SAME. 

I HAVE not the heart, my deareft friend^ 
fjo irritate your woiiad;^ \>y long complaiou i 
J judge of what you muft fufFer, from th^ 
impreifion which our irreparable lois has 
made on my own mind ; and (hou}d rather 
fhink the attempt tp confole you, a cruelty^ 
fihan an office of kin4nefs* Time, necef- 
fity, religuation to the wiii of provideace^ 
ind your own pnideiipet and chriftian 
fle:^ions, will obtain you that t^an^uillityji 
y^hich it would be in vain for me to attempt 
to recommend to you* Take carp of youiv 
felf, during this ievere trial, andTemember 
^lat you have innumerable companions" in 

ovir jy^pft ^uft ^nd l^ucjable affliction f u 
.i J call 

. (u) This calamity, was the death of the Queen 'Of 
Spain, Maria Barbara^ in^ta of Portugal. She was mar* 
jiei to Ferdinand, Frme Qf- iV^urta? in 1728^ who 
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I can longer doabt^ my dear fricndt 

that many of my letters to you have mifear- 
hed. The occafion of this failure, caonol 
, baw been ftt Vienna. I have made all 
poffible enquiry, but 5nd no caufe for blame 
here. Pp you do the feme at . Madrid, and 
try to difcover, whether lome ingenious per^ 
ibnage has not tried to feve you thc^ tire&mc 
taik of reading my letters. 

cended the throne of Spain in 1746. This Priiice^i was 
the (cholar and Patrone(8 of ISfomnw Scarlatti^ who Com* 
fcftd hh itpft two books of harpfichord Idlons, lltat wert 

publifhcd in England by Rofeingravt', for her ufe. When 
atkd went to SpaiU} in 1728, Scarlatti followed b^r tlu;h££| 
and continued to enjoy her favour till the time of his d^ti\^ 
in 17579 at feventy-fbur. This original compofer a|id 
great perfbrmer, like many men of genius and taients, was 
io inattentive to common concerns, and io much addicted 
to play» that ho waiS fre^ufistly dif^rcfled in his circuok^ 
ftanoe^ and as often extricated by the bounty of his royil 
miftrefs ; whO) as Farinelli alTuned me^ not only often paid 
his debts, but, at his intcrcellion, continued a penfion of 
four thoufand crowtts to his widow and three daughters, 
«ho were left deilitute at his deceafe. The death of tkts 
t^inceis, wholie libecaKiy equalled her tafte jnd Juipwki^ 
in mufic and poetry, was feverely felt by Metaftaiio and 
i' ariiicUi ; who, though they long furvlved their royal 
Patronefs, enjoyed but ieldom, afterwards, the fragrant in» 
cenfe of public acclan|arion, or of royal praife equally flatter* 
ing, with that wfiich they had To long been accufHxned to 
receive from this Q?een, whofe name is ftitt mentioned 
uith. grateful reverence by tiie Spaniard?, 

. ' This 
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^ r Xbis failure may have been occafioned by 
tbe irregularity of the poft, as I ient my 
letters by that channel, in order to avoid 
iocooimodiiig the miuifter more , than was 
Ij^eceiSirj ; but, as my letters had hitherto 
bcfen regularly delivered to you io this cooa- 
ipoxi .way^ it becomes an accident the more ' 
txtra^rdiiiary, pairticularly, as letters ta 
jfou concerning Montkdli are mijing^ Tlii$ is 
m «ire^mftailGe that may lead to a difcorvery . 

far as I can remember, the following 
firere^the eiautents of thefe letters. 

When you cominiiiiougd me to treat with 
MonticeUi for Madrid, \ had the propofition 
pi^d^ to him by th^ banker, and not by my-» 
felf^ up fi^picioos may be raifed by th^ 
ufe of my name, during fuch troublefomQ 
tlixies at Drefiim^ Moaticelli anfwered, that 
he was at liberty to accept the engagement, as 
his article with Dr eidea expiredexadly at the 
time that you fliould want him, I gave you - 

advice of all this ; end with that fincerit/ 

which is due to luch a friend as you, who 
i^iifided ia tsay report, I gave you a minute 
defcription of the prefent qualifications of 
^Cmtio^iiiy as to votoe, maiiiier» diligence 
^ion> afid way of thinking ; in order that, 

ih^wii^j^ you )x>th ^ides of tlie medaU yoii 

might 



A 
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niight judge of bis powers, and a& eccotcIt 

ingly. To all tliis exacUtude jou have givei^ 
me no kind of anfwen You, however, icnt 

mc propolals for Alonticclli, ^nd I had them 
trsinicribed, word for word, and forwarded to 
DrefHen. The anfwer of Monticelli was 
fent to me, and was in fubftance, that the 
terms offered to him were not equal to tlie 
great expence and length of the journey : . 
that he thanked you, and left you at liberty 
to treat with any other finger.*' For fear of 
altering a fingle word in this anfwer, I ient 
you the original^ in Monticeiii's hjuid writ* 
ing, fo long ago as laft May. 

Another buiiaeis, concerning which I 
have had no anfwer,* was the recommenda^ 
tion, by order of our court, •f a certain 
Marquis Doria* And ftiU another, concer;i« 
ing the indifpolition of our Arch-biflio^ 
Migazzit Item, In all thefe letters, I com<» 
plained of your cruelty in fpeaking to me of 
writing operas, while the enemy was withiii 
nine pofts of Vienna, bombarding Olmutz* 
And gave you to underftand, that while fb 
furious and bloody a war raged at our doors, 
it was not a time for a poor frightened 
gentleman, to be thinking of Arlets^ or 
theatrical amours. But you took not t^ 

Icaft 
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lead notice of thefc impediments iii your 
anfwer. 

Item. In my letter of the i8th or 19th 
of laft month, 1 recommended a Soprano 
finger of the Jiame of Tozzi^ for your theatre, 
at the inftigation of his Eminence Cardinal 
Aleflandro Albani; but to this no anfwer 
has yet arrived, 

' The pleafantries which you liear from 
Italy concerning our Signora Gabrtellij are but 
too true. She io young, an Italian, favoured 
by nature, i^nd of tranicendant abilities iu 
niufic : fo that it is not extraordinary, that 
like other Sirens, ihe ihould be capricious. 
But in Your hands, I hope flie will be more 
prudent. She is perfectly perfuaded of her own 
merit, and yet is extremely timid. In order 
to moderate that impetuoiity which her ta** 
iehfs* may infpire, it will, perhaps, be necef. 
lary to imprels her muid with great refpeft, 
or rather, pofitive fear of the fovcreign and 
the court ; but that it may not deprefs her 
Ipirits too much in performance, it will be 
neceflary likewife for you to encourage her 
by your approbation, and the applaufe of your 
friends ; and I aiiui e you that flie will merit 
it. Indeed you are a more expert pilot than 
me, and I doubt not but you will turn your 
VOL. II. ,p fciencc 
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fcience to good account. At Vienna, MHan» 
and Lucca, where this young performer was 
dexteroufly managed, flie enchanted eyery 
mortal who heard her ; but at Padua, wheie 
they wiihed to ufe the whip mote than the 
fpur, they threw away their money. 

I can write no more, my dear Gemello : I 
therefore embrace you tenderly, and am, &c* 

Vicnoa, September 23, 175S. 

LETTER. XII, 

THE SAME. 

; I HAVB> now tp anfwer two of your desM? 
letters, the one dated from Villavizioia, the 
2d of Odober^ and the other the i6th; bqth 
filled with that juft affli6tion which the pre-? 
lent forrowful fituatiou of your court infpires, 
even at a diftance* 

* . . ■ 

The death of ib admirable a Queen, and 
her royal cohfort oppreffed with grief for fo^ 
irreparable a lofs, are objeds for a difin- 
terefted fervant^ obhged, honoured, and fuU 
of aftcdion and gratitude ii^e yourlelf, that 
muft inevitably plunge your mind in an 
abyfs of defolation. I kiiow iiot what to 
fay to you, my dear friend, equal tq what I 

■ ' * . feel 
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feel for yxSa. - Yet I have nb douk^, but. tliat 
you, who have fhewn the world how capable 
yott are of refiAing the flattering fmiles of 
fortune, ivillkaow how to fupport adverfity ; 
and that your prudence will not wait for the 
affiftance of .neceffity, to manifeft wiidom 
and chriftian reCgnation. 
. Ypur. royal benefiiilrefs odF glorious me- 
tnory^ knew, your worth* Her teftimony 
does honour to^our difintercftednefs, and her 
jiuftioc. 

MonticcUi died at Drefden, they fay by aii 
accident. Requiefcat! 

I am., no performer on the harp, the ^ 
inftrunventis too imperfect, ai»li envy no 
one who knows how to fcatch it Let 
Ine h^ar from you whenever you can, and 

to be allured if ever I loved you, it is now, 
when .affection is inflamed by piety. Adieu, 

lay dear Gemello, 

Vienitai November, zysS* 

I 

(u) This levere cenfure of the harp, wa> nmde heforo 

the invention of pedals, and rubfequent cultivaticn, had ren- 
dered it an inftrumait of fuch ejcecution, that Metaftafio, 
had he heard it pla]pe4 on by the admirable Mai^^me 
Cr^m>i|oIiTZ, would have diangipd his (atire into 9 pane* 

' . V 2, This 
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This was a m&ncholy period of odf fa^'s 
life. ' The lofTes which his Imperial Patron* 
frequently fiiftained iu &e confliit Math 

JCing of PrulFia, mull Ijave afllifiled as well 
as inaommoded him i and thje taere narni« 
tions of the horrors of war, muft at all times 
have harrowed up tie foul of a bein^ whoie 
native difpolition was benign and gentle. In 
1757 and 1758,. he wrote few letters and 
fewer poems : indeed the only verles of this 
time, which I find in his works, are tho 
few lines ^hicla he addreffed to the Emprels 
Queen, on the vi£lory at Coti/t. . ' 

lii the early part of 1759, he addreffbd his 
friend Fariudii, on a futycifi which, it is to 
be feared, arrived at his kaowkdge at too 
inaufpicious a time to produce the deiired 



LETTER Xin, 

TO TH^ CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

: Ik fpite of the violence of my nervousi 
complaints, of a number of dii^ereeable em- 
ployments, and the rifk of teazirig you, I 
ain unable to reiiil the compalSon whi9l\ 

^ ' our 
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t)ur poor friend Parpora excited in me yefter* 
day^ when he entreated me to baqk the letter 
which I now enclofe, with one from m) felf. 
It is a ciixmmftance, my dear.Gemello, fuf- 
ficicnt to draw tears from every one poileired 
of httmanity^ to*{ee a man of fuch merit in 
his profefiion, reduced to an abfolute want of 
Jaify breads by the well known misfortunes 
of Saxony, whence he derived a certain 
penfion, fufficient» at leaft, for his fub£ift« 
ence. Thcfe arc the only .cafes in which I 
f«el the narrow limits of my fortune ; as I 
9m unable to find m all philofophy, any pre- 
(ervatives that can mitigate the pain of 
being ufclcis to the unhappy. 

He fuppofes that your companionate 
fovcreigns, from their munificence and 
charity^ uied to grant little penlions» under 
the title of Eleemo{) naries, to pcifons in diP 
treis; and he entreats me to recommend 
Tiim to your mtcrcciiiou, that he might ob- 
tain one which would juft enable him to fub- 
fift, and this is not faying much. 

It will be better explained by himfelf in 
his own letter, which I have not read ; and 
' to recommend him to my dear Gemello^ is 
doing an injury to his good heart, of which 

? 3 
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he has given, and daily gives, (lich numerous, 
and honoutrable proofs. 

Wc are bocind by every duty to iuccour 
the poor Porpora : be is a man, and we are 
obliged to aflift our fellow creatures : he is 
m want ; he is of eminence, and a friend ; he 
is old, and a finall pittance will £ive him from 
periihing. Do you perform this meritorious 
work, my deareft Gemello, ifpoifible. It 
beloi;}gs particularly to your department in 
benevolence, to aflift a perfon well known 
to all Europe ; it will juftly encreafe the 
fame of your generous, beneficent, and well 
refpefted charaQer; and 1 lhall beperfonally 
obliged to you, for faviiig me from the pain 
of beholding the wreck of a man whom we 
have eftemed from our early youth (x). 

(x) FoRFORA, though not the greateft compofer of his 
time, was univerially allowed to be the fftaltd!tfaigm£» ' 
maftir* Farinelli had been his fcholar, and they were ii^ 
England together. Moft of the great fingers, male and 

jcmalc, of the firfl forty or fifty } cars of the prcfent century, 
had been formed x>r iinira d by hini» The late iLlcclrcfe 
Dowager of Saxony, who had advanced into the myilcirics 
of the art of mufic, further th?.n moft profef!brs> had been 
his fch:)1ar. MetaftaHo htmfelf had been initiated into the 
vocal art, a.i-i into that of compofition, as far .is was 
iieccTiry lor a "lyric poet, by Porpora \ and even the ad- 
miraole Dr, Haydn confefles obligations to hinii early in 
lifei during l is refidence at Vienna, in the artof flnging. 

Adicir, 
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Adiet), my dear Gemello. Do what j^our 

heart advifes on this occaiioa. 
, If ever, the eyil fpirit fhould call to your 
remembrance, any of Porporas irregulari- 
ties; forget not that the infirmities of the 
mind, merit equal companion with thofe 
of the body; and though Porpora ihould not 
even deferve afliftanee, Farinelli deferves to 
be his beaefador* 

Vienna, Alar ch 5, 1759* 

LETTER XIV« 

TO TtlE SAM£* 

Yesterday was delivered to me, your 
moil welcome letter of the 2d of Auguity 
dated from Villaviziola: and tho\lo;h tine- 
tared with the gloomy colour refleded from 
your painful fituation, it was great confbla** 
tion to me, to find, that» with your feeble 
ftate of health, you have had fufficient vig- 
our to refiil fo tremendous a fhock. The 
fatal news of your beneficent king, having 
been delivered from his fuiferings, arrived 
at Vienna four days before your letter. It 
is to be hopcd^that the melancholy ilate in 

p 4 which 
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which he loixg rexnaiaed without the kail! 
chance of recovery, diminifhed the violence 
of a blow which muft have been expedcd, 
and which delivered a poor prince from the 
painful exifteiice in which he languiflied* 
And jet, with all thefe foUd reafons, I judge^ 
my dear Gemellp, by the emotions of mjr 
own hssLXU what yours ^luft be ; but I pro- 
mife myfelf much more from your virtue 
than mine; becaufe the examples of modera- 
tion with which you have fo long furnifhed 
the world in the midft of the moil: intoxicat^^ 
ing fmiles of fortune, give us affurances of 
your meeting her frowns with equal forti«A 
tude. Be of comfort, my dear Gemello: 
Inconftancy in human affairs, is^ the uni- 
verfal condition on which we live, as every 
mortal knows by woeful experience. No 
misfortune, however, can rob you of the 
praiie of not fuiiering yourlelf to be ieduced 
or dazzled by the blaze with which you 
were ib long lurrouoded. Your true friends^ 
and all good men, will for ever love and 
honour you for fo uncommon a quality* and 
will be always attached to you ; but if there 
Ihould be any one- who thinks differently, it 
will be no difgrace, but aa, advantage to 
know and. ihun him« 

a I iTiall 



I Ihatt read your letter to our Archbifhop^ 

In the mean time, take care of your health t 
and be aiiured that I lov6 you better thati 
ever, and ihall be always yours, whatever 
may happen to you. 

P. S. The Jefiiit fathers of this college^ 
commiffion me by means of our Neapolitan 
father Cito, to thank you for the chriftiaii 
fervor with which they know you have 
pleaded their innocence at your court. 

Vienna, Septenriier i, 1759^ 



The death of Farinelli*s royal Patron^ 

Ferdinand the Sixth, king of Spain, fo foon 
after he had loft his partial Patioiieis, the 
Queen, not only deprived him of his import- 
ance at that court, but feems la have bereay^ 
cd him of all comfort during the reft of his 
days. The EngHfh were generally at war 
with Spain during the reign of this Prince; 
and juftice is ieldom done, by the natives of 
a rival nation, to the virtues of a Monarch 
with whom they are at variance. We heard 
of nothing but his imbecility, fuperilition, 
and partiality to our enemies. Hiftory, 
however, has treated liim with more candour 
than the-editors of EngUih news papers, and 

allows, 
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allow s, tliat he began his reign by afls of be- 
neficence. He liberated prifoners, pardoned 

fmugglers, and deicrtcis, and appropriated 

two ckys in the week to hear the complaints^ 

and redrefs the grievances of his fubje£ls. 
He took part in the war of 1 741 ^ and, at the 
peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1 748, procured 
for one of his brothers the crown of the two 
Sicilies, and for another the Duchies of Par- 
ma and Flacentia* He availed himfelf of 
the fliort peace, to reform the abufes of his; 
government, and to proted arts, commerce, 
and agriculture. By his encouragement, 
manufa&ures of all kinds began to fiourilh, 
and the Spaniards now few, for the firft time, 
the original materials and produ6Uons of 
their own country, worked at home, into 
ufeful and ornamented produdxons of labour 
and ingenuity, for which they ufed to be 
tributary to the induftry of other nations. 

About this time, a correfpondence ieems 
to have been revived between Metaftafio 
and Count Fhrto^ who fent him ibme of hia 
poetical compofitions. . Though this is the 
firft letter that has been preierved of the cor- 
relpondence, the Count feems to have been 
an old acquaintance; and a confidential in- 

/ tercourfc 



tercouri^ between them, was continued for 

fixteen years after the date of the following 
. letter. 

LETTER XV. 

TO COUNT DANIEL PLORIO OF VDIN£« 

Among the many agreeable coniequences 
of the triumph of our wife and valiant Mar- 
Ihal Daun, the moft interefting, to me, has 
been the opportunity it has afforded my moft 
worthy Count Florio, of ornamenting the 
Italian Parnaffus with his moft elegant com- 
poiitions, and honouring me with his letters* 
None of your produdions had come to my 
hands till the receipt of your laft letter, ex- 
cept the fonnet addrelfed to the Gboft of 
Scbwerin : and this had very much occupied 
my mind, with its lively and poetical images, 
and with the dignity of the thoughts and 
cxpreflions; particularly in the firft trip- 
let, which, in my opinion, is the firft in ex* 
cellence, though its brethren are very beau- 
tiful. I was.not only ignorant of th<s exift* 
eucc of thcfe poems, till the arrival of your 
letter, but even afterwards^ quite at a lofs 
where to find them. , I had rccourle, how- 
ever. 
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ever, to foreign book&Um who hire at 
length put me in polIi^Qn of them. I found, 
in a fmall colledion, your moft beautiful 
ode^ accompanied by five ibnnets; and in a 
ftill imaller, three Ibnnets only, among which 
is that on the myAery of the RoJ and the 
jlrif with two others which I am not certain 
are derived from the fame fource. But they 
merit it at leaft* The incloied note will in- 
form you of the contents of the two col- 
le£Hons, and the beginning of each piece. 

I am proud of tiie public opinion of the 
cultivated talents of my dear Count Florio^ 
who has pcrfcdlly verified my predi£lions of 
bimmany years ago: and I not oiily congratu^- 
latemyfeif and you, but Italy, on your fucccfs. 

My fonnet has no other merit, than the 
truth with which it tries to defeat the ma- 
lignity of thofe who wifhed to afcribe the 
victory to a miracle, in order to diminifli the 
merit of the >vi&or. Indeed the fonnet is 
not my province : I lie down very unwill- 
ingly on that bed of Procurfies: and it is a 
miracle, when I rife from it with whole bones* 
Believe me to be with the moft conftant 
efteem. and refpe6l, &c. 

Vienna, Au^uft 17, 1757. 

The 
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The fonnet by Metaftaiio, alluded to ia 

this letter, is the following, addreffed to the 
Emprefs Queen. It wat written on the vicN 
tory obtained at Co/in^ ia Bohemia, by the 
Auilrian army, under the command of Mar« 

chal Coyat D^ujj, June 18, ly^J^ 

ALL* AVGUSTISSIMA 
IMPERATRICB RBGINAt 

SONETTO^ 

Oh qmk Terefi^ al fuo fpleiuUr nath ' 

NuQVo aggiunge fplendore oggi N99i! 
Mem a Jeconda del cmun dffih 

Tu i0 JH9 gdfijih Jugufta D^Httdi # JX§ 

Jlnfnv9rtmfidifbiar9:nmcmf? 

ftoft Sarriffi nel gran cinunto : 
II mar non fi divtje: il fus favor c 
iJan cofto alia natura alcun portentf^ 

II Sonnoy la Cofianza^ ed il Valore 
Fur fuoi mniftn j e iiW itiufirt wim 
%i dii il vantaggi^ i ti lajm tmru 
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. . ' SONNET, ' 

TO THE EMPRESS QUEEN, 

Ah great Thece^ what new glories flow 
To grace the native fplendor of thy name ! 
See the proud Phalanx of the common foe 
Subdu'd and fcatter'd to* enhance thy £ime ! 

The cloud of war, big with impending tils. 
Threatened to blaft each laurel <mi thy browj 
Thy truft was plac'd in God, who gracious wlUs 
Fiotedion ^o thy ftatc'v-fliould man afk> how? 

The fi^n was not impeded in his oourfe i 

Kor did the great abyfs become dry land : 
The work was done by human fl<ill and force, 
Without one Portent Uom. the Alniighty hand; 

Wifdom and fortitude, with valour join'dt 
- / The late of this tremendous day decree $ 
Thefe Minifters the way to vidory iind» 
And leave the honour of th* event to T)ic«» 



LETTER XVJ, 

TO.CPVNT .FLORIO, 

You muft already, .my dear Sir, have re- 
ceived a ftill* aecount from our friend the 
A^ATi^ . Freddi, of the executipu of the 

com- 
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I 

«ommiffions with which you honoured me; 

fo that to ipeak further on the fubjed is ufe- 
le£i. I congratulate you on the conftant and 
happy fecundity of your mufes, who inftead 
of diminifliing in vigour, acquire new 
ftrengUi every day.' It has afioidcd me very 
great p^leafujre to find, that the few peribns 
here who are capable of producing works of 
genius, do juiUce to your talents: particular* 
ly, our moft worthy Nuncio, who yefterday 
contended with m^y who could beilow the 
higheft praifc on your poem upon Providence % 
which truly abounds with learning, genius^ 
and all the charms of the moft beautiful poe- 
try* Take care of your health, for the lake 
9£ the Italic Parnaffus, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna^ O^ber 22, 1757^ 



jL E T T E R XVII, 

TP THB 8AM£. 

The confidence, my dear Count, which you 

have placed in my friendfhip, gives me the 
greateft pleafitre^ I find by your laft moil 
obliging letter, that you know me fufi^ently 
Qot to blame my inability tQ pomply with 

♦ 3 your 
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jCHtr reaibnaUe requeft. I am obliged from 

fyftcm, temper, want of health, and inexpe«» 
f ience in the management of ewry thing 
that relates to bufinefs^ to live philofophical- 
ly by myielf: I never go to court, unlefs 
commanded by my Ibvcreign ; and never mix 
With the iliining iatelUtes of our iW& of the 
ferft magnitiiife, unlefi by aecid^; In cMf* 
iequence of this kind of litcr whenever any . 
thing that is. diiagreeabte to^ nfle happens, I 
endeavour, to bear it as well a& I can, withf 
ovt the hope «f affiifonto fuMV eiheFS. In 
£lO» during the courfe of the prefent war, I 
kive loft two liM&ni two hundred fl^rintfj 
whiph.I had lent; and have not only had my 
pcaiiaoi redoiced, twcdve per ctfnt, but bedif 
obUgCfi ta reoeive.it in paper; which will 
not be taken in payment, unlefs at a lois of 
another twelve per cent, at leaft. Add to 
all this, the numerous new taxes, which are 
daily impofed-on ua here; and judge whether 
fuch burthens are., not too heavy for the 
Ihoulders of a popr poet. But aotvvithftand- 
mff alt i?be& grievance?,, being mtA certain 
tb^t. perturbation, and complaint would have 
pib eiSe& om thie i^iism already ^abliihed> | 
^vug uiykii^ iiudtulibleis labour 5 dmitto au^ 
Li'. ' ] . ^ . ricula^ 
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rkulds idnquam intqucs mentis afellus'^. I obey, 
iin^ recommeud myfelf to providence. But 
^ if you dould find anyone at Vienna more able 
and more a£live than me, i am of opinion, 
that in the prefent iituation of affairs, it 
would not be poHible to obtain attention to 
fmall private grievances; and that all the 
I'edreilsyou could get, would be the referring 
Jrou to an examinatioii of the deputies at 
Goritsi and Gradifca^ At thefe places, and 
' Hot at Vienna, you ihould therefore ihcw 
the validity of your reafons. It is in vain to 
flatter yottrfelf that the bare aflertiond of an 
individual can overfet the dilpofitions of an 
entire deputation. You fee that I have a 
fellow-feeling for you, and beg you to be- 
jieve, that I am eictremely mortified at my 
InfofBciency* 

Vieniui Sept. 42, 1759. 

* 

* Like vicious Afs, that fretting bears 
A wicked kxid, I iiang myeam 

Francis's Hot. tSk. u Sat. 9. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

It appears by your letter, that the fyftcm 
of life which I love and have thought necef- 
lary to adopt, docs not meet with your 
approbation. But before you peremptorily 
decide, I inuil: beg of you, my dear Count, to 
remember^ that you are here only in the pit 
of the theatre where I fpcnd my time ; and 
that your iitusltiou prevents you from feeing 
all that paffes on the ftage, and behind the 
fcenes: fo that you cannot depend on the 
fblidity of that reafoning which has only an 
iliuiion for its baiis. After this, tal^c into 
the account my natural genius, which from 
infancy has inclined me to the love of a imail 
fociety, and the fear of crowds and noife, 
thoie enemies of the Mufes, among wiiom.it 
has been my lot to paft my days. Add to 
all this, that from the time of my firft arri- 
val here, I have been convinced that our 
poetry only pleafes when it is feafoned with 
mufic, and interpreted by a£lion.: fb that all 
^tlie beautiful images, happy expreflions, cle- 

gance 
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gance of elocution^ harmonical charms of 
our verfification, and other lyrical excel'* 
lences, are generally unknown here, and 
coniequently never appreciated, unlefs by a 
few judicious foreigners (y). You may 
therefore have obferved, that during thirty 
year^ conftant refidence in this country, I 
have iiifiered all the important events of this 
period to remain uufung ; nor have I ever 
tuned my Lyre, except iu the lingle inftance 
of the fonnet for the firft viftory that was 
gained by Marihal Daun, which I could not 
decHne without incivility, as the talk was 
recommended, in caprice, by a great perlbn, 

who thought he was obliging me by the 
commillion. The being ufeful to my bre- 
thren, would be the moft hkely motive to 
make me change my fyilem; but you muft 
not imagine It to be a very eafy operation to 
do it effed:ually» I am ignorant of more 
than half the neceflkry ingredients in this 
recipe, and 1 ablior the reft ; fo that if I have 
not fucceeded in fcrving others by my own 
nuga conoray I fear that I lhall go out of the 
world without fulfilling this firft duty, 

Vienna, February 13, 176a 

fy) It is to be feared, that this, at the Italian Opera, ia 
nearly the cafe in England. 

02 L E T- 
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LETTER XlX. 

TO SZG. FiUPPONI. 

B£Si0£S the new dramast for which I beg 
you to accept my thanks, 1 am indebted to 
you for the account which you have given 
me of your heal^^ and that of your family i 
as every thing concerning luch an old and 
afFediionatc friend is extremely interefting to - 
. .me. Tins tender iblicitude occaiions ire- 
quent trouble to ottr worthy friend, Count 
Canale, when much time has elapfed with-' 
out hearing from you, as was the caie before ' 
the arrival of your laft letter* 
. I am" very glad that your poet, Sig< Ctgnd 
Santi of Turin, has been able to iucceed 
in making the iubje& of Mneas m Latiumi 
theatrical. I have had it in my mind 
more than thirty yesti^j and yct^ though 1 
often tried, I have never been able to fee it 
in a point of view that iatisiied me^r If ever 
1 fliould be lucky enough to difcover its 
theatrical properties, I ihould perhaps fiill 
be induced to work at it, for the fake of 

: 4 Take 
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Take care of your bealtht mjr dmr 

• and advance ia the road through life as 

Mliaa, hoping for gpQdt mi be»ring bad. 

' Reverence 4evoutly, ia my nanie, Signer 
Brunii and believe i^e to b9 Its «^u^h )^pvif% 
;is an ojd and faithftil jfo^ant ought to be. 

L E T T E E XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Thb approbation which, according to your 
letter of the 25th of laft month, has been 
granted to Bay Ajlqide ai. bivio, by your 
enlightened court and inteUigent public, is 
fweet flattery, Of yoUr favourable opinion 
I had no dpubt ; being certain, that what* 
^ver wa$ mine, would be honoured with 
yoyr aaoient propenilty tp proteft it ; which 
pleafes me more as a proof of the contiau- 

Mce ef your tov9f ihanr^igid wA inpprnipti-^ - 

We judgment. The mpil dangearqus .rodf 
of this compoiitioQ, wa$ the rugged and 
fpvere morality that the fubjpft required, 
to contraft wit|i .tb« deUpiitP wd fedu^jing 
fentiments which m^ft inevitably reign \xi it. 
On this account, I was obliged %p oaU in all 
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the flowers of poetry, and illufions of repre* 

fijntation, and (hew, to difguife it. Here 
the artifice has happily fbcceeiled ; and the 

public has run after this moral entertain- 
ment in greater crowds, at every reprefenta- 

tiun, than 41. any other opera full of events 
and paffions* This is perhaps more a 
panegyric on the nation, than the author ; 
but at leaft it is no diigrace^ that my vanity 
Ihowld have fuch a hook to catch at (2;). 

LETTER XXL 

TO COUNT DANIEL Fi«0KI0» 

In expedation of our Abate Freddi^ I 
have deferred writing to- you in anfwer to 
your obliging letter of the 20th of July, for 

(z) This opera, written ^ die marriage 6f the Arch* 

duke Joicph, late Emperor, with the Pnncefs Ifabel of 
Bourbon, was the firft which Metaftafio produced ex- 
l^efsly for the court of Vienna, fijice the death of the Em- 
peror, Charles VI, It was fet by Hafffs who^ mtfa th^ 
whole celebrated band of Auguftus II. King of Poland, 
had quitted Drefden, on the King of PruiEa's taking pof- 
fe&oaof it^ in 17^6. ^ 

more 
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more than a fortnight : but as he has not 

yet made Ins appearance, and fearing that 
the delay ihould have an appearance of neg- 
lect, I can no longer poftpone Informing you 
of zny impudence to read and admire your 
new poem, which I have no doubt will be 
worthy of you; and thanking you, nu>il~ 
gratefully, for the honour you do me in. 
imagining that I intereft myfelf in your fame, 
and in that of our Parnalfus, which are fo 
plofely conne£ted. Indeed I have wilhed a 
thouiand times to animate you to undertake 
fome heroic poem; not knowing, among 
our preient bards, any other who would 
have breath fufficient to fill the epic trumpet, 
and bid defiance to the moft celebrated and 
fonorous champions. It is time that you 
ihould vanquiih your exceflive modefty, and 
launch into a wider ocean. 1 will.bd anfwer- 
able for your making new and glorious dif^ 
coveries, and for the rich and valuable 
merchandize with which you will be freight- 
ed at your return. I fliould utter a thoufand 
imprecations againft the obftacles which 
prevent your failing, if they were lefs facred 
and lefs reaibnable. The inexpreflible plea* 
fure of embracing you would be too dearly 
J^chafed, by the uheafmeis which yqur good 

0^4 heart 
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heart would fufkr, in being feparated from 

(o worthy a companion, I wifh myfelf this 
happineis, without ^ts being embittered by 
circumftances which may throw the leaft 
ihade on (he perfed ide^ which I have 
formed of your chara6};er. 

You may be oertain, my de^r Sir, thgt 
the enhghteiied Italians refident here, arc 
yoyr partial admirers ; but good God ! how . 
linall is tlieir number ! I hardly believe ihey 
would exceed the number of the graces ; but 
am certain that they would not amount to 
that of the muies. 



t 
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g E C T I O N V, 

# 

k 

L E T T E R L 

leagth 1 caa no longer doubts my dear 
Gemello, of ypur being a fea'monften 'Y'dl 
< now I iinagined that the numerous letters I- 
had fent to you into Spain, by the commoti 
poft, and by Count Rofenburgh, had mif* 
carried, and flattered myfelf that this was 
the reafon of my not hearing from you. 

4 

At prefent, I hear from all quarters, that yoa - 

in Italy^ and thank God, in good health ; 
and yet, notwithftanding this, I have not 
jjeen remembered by you. I can conceive 
that the agitation occafioned by {o great a 
^ crifis in your affairs, and way of life, may 
have occupied you fo much as to allow you 
no time for thinking of all your numerous 
friends ; but I hoped that you reckoned me 
^mong the fe\y yv^iio would be always at- 

taghfi4 
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tached to you In whatever fituation the vi- 
ciiiitudes of fortune .may throw you* However 
your afFairs have hitherto gone, or may go, 
I entreat you to fettle fome plan for our future 
correfpondcncc J let me know, inftantly, 
how you do, and how I ftand in your 
thoughts; or if this is incompatible with 
your prefent plan, at leafl: remember, when- * 
ever you lhall chufe to enquire after me, 
. that you will find me imprefled at all times, 
and on all occafions with the fame efteem, 
the fame fricndlhip, and the fame atfeclion 
as ever, 

Yiennai Jul^ 31, lySot 



LETTER II. 

^ TO THE SAME. 

The fatisfaftion which you cxpreffedinyour 
dear letter of the 2 ift of laft month, afforded 
me great coniblation, as I deduced from it 
the affedionatc difpofition of your good 
l>cart towards me. And I can only lay in 
return, that you have the entire poffeflion of 
mine, ui the fame maiuicr as you always 
pofleiTed it. 

My 
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My nofe, from which evonr tribute of grajti* 

tude is due, infifts on my thanking you for' 
your aitiedioaate attention to its gratification. 
Our deaf and honoured Car/ani, who reve- 
rences and worlhip3 you, has undertaken, at 
my requefl, to regulate with the affiftance 
of his covifin, the importation of fiiufF : {q 
that I now hope it will have an aulpicious 
^pailage hither, v > 

I hav6 inclofed a letter frbm our fecretary 
of iiate, and hope it will arrive fafe at the 
place of its deftination. 

Your Pilgrimage to the holy chapel (at 
Lifretta) pleafes me, but I cannot diflem- 
ble to you my inability to fay the fame of 
your expreflion-r-tf/r^ then go an. I quite 
uiiderftand your grateful and relpedful mo- 
tives ; but am not certain that I comprehend 
the reft. I comfort myfelf ir^i knowing that 
. you are prudent, have friends, and are fure 
to do nothing raflily. 

You will forgive the anxiety and folicitude 
of your afFe£tiouatc and fincere friend. 

Vienna, Kovembcr-j, 1760. 



LET. 
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I. E T T E R III, 

TO THE SAME, 

Your moft welcome letter pi* the 19th of 
Ijift month, has aSbrded me great cofiiblar 
tion, both by the new proofs of your affe^:^. 
tion, and the laudable gratitude which you 
feem to exprefs at the uaiverfal loye sL^^id af-^ 
feftion with which you have bqen received^ 
and will doubll^ ^ontinue to enjoy, in the 
bofom of your ni^merous and tender family, 
indeed my pleafure would be perfed, if you 
could aiTure me that you were become more 
jrobuft in body, and more pliilofophic io 
mind* Try, my dear Gemello, at the^e two 
mofl importants points ; that tbe premium 
oif your honourable and wife condu^i, maf 

oorreipoad with that which has rendered j^ou 

illuOxious in felicity, when it was much 

more difficult to preferve an equilibiium. 

Oh that I Were allowed to make a . third 
in the long converfation, which I figure 
to myfelf, between you and our moft worthy 
Princefs of Belmonte ! But thcfe are dreams 
and fables which produce nothing but mor- 
tification. 
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tification, at the impoliibilitjr of realizing 
them* 

Our honoured CarUmi fet off, iuddenly^ 

the firft day of lent, to my great affliftion. 

From a wandering planet, I hope you 
will loon become a fixed ftar. When that 
happens, pray mform me of your Iphefe^ 
that I may know where to point my tele* 
Icope {d). 

Adieu. Take care of your health, and 
continue to love your moft faithful friend 
Wid twin. 

P. S« The moft excellent^ (huff, which 

will be the delight of mine and of many 
noibsy ready to ibund your praiies, is arrived* 
I fliall carry your compliments to our facred 
Pafior* Adieu, once more. 

Vienna, February ijdl* 

(^)^This beautiful metaphor in playful profe, had been 
dill more beautifully expre&d in verfe^ by our Southern, in 
ftis DriMr«b| which it is very mi|M:obtble that Metafta&e^ 
who did not undarftand Englifli» ihould ever have ieen. 

^ Thou God adored ! Though ever glorious Sun 1 
« If flit .be yet on earth* fend me a beam 
. Of thy all feeing pow'r to light me to her ; 

Or if thy fifter goddefs has preferred 
*Her beauty to the Ikies, to be a ftar, 
^ Oh tell me where ihe ihioes, that I may fiand 

^ Whglemj^aod gaze upoaher.". 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

TO TH£ SAME, IN BOLOGNA. 

Your dear letter, of the 17th of July, was 

only ilcliveied to mc three davs ago : lu that 
my incomparable Gemello will perceive by 
the date of this, that it has been near a 
month on the road : Heaven knows by what 
wicked contrivances fo much time has been 
loft. It is well for us, that our affairs will 
not be injured by this delay, and that my 
chief folicitude, which was about youf 
health, had been .aheady appealed from 
another quarter* Though I ihaii not obtain 
the pleafore of feeing and embracing you: 
yet it is fome confblation to me, that we are. 
not quite fo far from each other : and to 
make me pertedly ealy on your account, I 
long to receive fome letters from you, in 
which I (hall difcover none of thofe maaifeft 
indications of a iwind that has not yet quite 
recovered its tranquillity. I fliould certainly 
have condemned you, had you been infenfi- 
ble to fuch an unexpeded and affliding 
cataftrophe. Every excels is an excefs ; but 

that 



Digrtized by Google 



( 439 ) 

that which ariie^ from gratitude, meritd not 
only pity but praife. And yet, my dear 
Gemello, yoti have already lliperabundantly 
given way to the emotions of your feeling 
heart, and the laws of duty : it is now time 
to put in practice that ierene refignation 
which enabled you, in the face of the whole 
World, to give fo many wonderful proofs of 
heroic moderation, amidft the moft feducing 
flattery of fortune (b). Accomplilh this, my 
dear friend. Settle your domeftic aiBiirs, a 
work which you fay you have begun j and 
eftablilh a placid, wife and ierene tenor of 
life, in which you may fweetly pafs all thofc 
days which providence has allotted you, in 
pleafing occupations among your friends who 
adore you. Forgive my afFe6kion thefe, per* 
haps too familiar, remonftraaces. The pri- 
vilege of a twin will I hope authorife fucH 
liberties : and it is very exculkble that I 
fliould wifli you liberated from iuch agita-* 

{b) Mctaftafio, by his frequent repetition of this enco- 
miiiin, feems defirous of ftimulating his friend to that for- 
titude of which lie now fo much ftood in need \ having not , - 
cmlybeen bereaved of his royal Patrons^ but driven irom 

tliat court in which he had been treated vviih luch cliiiinr- 
tion, and fevered frem thofc friendlhips aiid habit$, which 
he had enjoyed more than twenty years. 

I tions 
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ttoils as tHxe friendfliip obliges me td pHrtid* 
pate with you. 

Our good Prince& of Belmoiite has fre-^ 
quently written to mc^ and magnifies thct 
pleafiire which ihe enjoyed in your cocnpanyi 
and the cfteem for you which your amiable 
charafter and converiatioii had encrea&d 
and coufirmedi I envied you both : but we 
are not born to be perfe&ly happy. 

Our facred Paftor is always in motion, and 
dtching him is not the feat of a common 
Iportlman. He is at-preleut in the country 3 
but I ihall contrive, at his return, to exe-^ 
cute your commiflion. ' 

I am well in quantum Metafiqfiaftafragi* 
iitas patitur. I fliould be much better if I 
were afTured of your tranquillity : and if I 
could convince you of the conilkint aiie£tion 
with which I ihall eternally be, &;c. 

Viennji} Auguil 19, X76K 

L E T T E R V. 

TO COUNT FLORIO. 

Th£ light, but frequent, commands of 
0iy court, rich in eight or nine angelic Arch- 
dutchefTes, all lovers of long, added to the 

irregularity 
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irregularity of toy healthy often make tne 
ieeoGL to negled the very perfons wit^ whpjji . 
I am mold ambitious of being in conftant cQf * 
reipoudence. From this caufe, niQit re- 
ipe£led Count* is derived the flowneis^in 
anfwering your letter, for which I rather 
. claim compafloqn than pardon^ as it is more 
, my misfortune than fault. The great work 
.which you have un4ertakeDt will not be^ 
precipitation. Great travellers do not ride 
pod. In Ijpite of my impatidnee^ I cam;gt 
help approving the wife and well ordered 
lexlure with w^ich you proceed in your glo- 
rious enterprife. JV^oye.flow, but ney^r dif^ 
continue your labour, and I am Certain that 
you will add new fplendor to our {taliaa 

Vieonay September^ 1760* 

LETTER VI. ^ 

TO THE SAME. 

1^ the laft moft obUging letter with 
, which you have been pleafed to favour me, ' 
* all the enviable q^ualities of your good heart 
. are clearly diicoverable ) thefeit is impoffible 
; Jgr.any one to deny,, without injuilice, and 
VOL. ti. i^' whg 



( 44* ) 

tirho wilhes not to injure his own charafier. 

I congratulate you on this amiable difpofition, 
as an excellence extremely rare in thele 
times, efpecially among perfons iii that ele- 
Tated rank of literature to which your cuL* 
tivation and talents have fo juftly exalted 
yoa« Continue^ dear Sir, to gratify my 
wiflies, in honouring the Italian Parnaflus ; 
tod at one of its moft ancient inhabitants, I 
ihall think luyiclf obliged to you for that 
Iplendor which will be refleded by your 
works, upon all our numerous tribe In com-* 
mon. 1 am unable to tell you what regret 
you have left in all thofe who, during your 
ihort reiidence at this court, had the happi*> 
ileis of enjoying your amiable and learned 
company. 

I am extremely impatient to hear that all 

Italy echoes your heroic trumpet — 

Vienna, January lo, 1761. 

' ____ 

Metaftafio feems, by his prudence, good 
breeding, and candour, to have been the only 
poet, of the hi ft clafs, in modern times, who 
* enjoyed a long peace with his brethren. The 
lives of Drydcn, Boilcau, Pope, and Vol- 
taire, were embittered by per p^tuial quarrels 

with 
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with rival authors ; who though hot all duIi^ 

ces, were treated as fuch, iadilci Imiaately, by 
tbefe impatient and i]:ritable favourites of 
Apollo. Metaftaiio, indeed, was leldom at* 
tacked ; but if he had intempef ately an*: 
fwered the few whofe envy he had excited, 
his foes would have been multiplied, and he 
would have been regarded by his competi* 
tors as their common enemy: as his fuperior 
excellenee was certainly injurious both to 
their fame and fortunje. ; but by forbeai ance^ 
urbanity, and a politenefd which bordered 
upon flattery to thole who lent him theit 
worksi or confulted him as a critic^ he 
efcaped all that warfare, which though 
uflially generated by envy, if notfoftered by 
arrogance and a viiididUve ipiritt would die 
, in its infancy* 

The civility between authors in private- 
letters, is no more to be underftood literally, 
than the humility of the great, when they fay 
to atradefman : Your humble ferVant^ Sin'* 
Metaftafio, fond of quiet, and unwilling to 
difquiet others, when confulted by authors, 
which from his great celebrity frequently 
happened, treated them with fuch candour 
and lenity, as were conftrued into approba- 
tion ; all, indeed, that confulting authors 

K 2 xifualiy 
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filaally want. Whether this \\;as the cafe 
of the writer to wboih the two foUowidff 
letters are addrelTed, I knoW not ; but his 
^merit muft have been very great, or his 
Imodcity little, if he Wks hot flattened By their 
cottteats. 

LETTER VIL , 

to SIG, MARIO COMPAGNONI. 

iToUR moft obliging letter of the 8th 
of laft month, with which I was unex- 
pectedly honoured, gives me lb advantage- 
ous and a[mial>le an idea both of your difpo- 
iition and cultivated talents, that the plea- 
sure I feel at the acquifition of fo valuable a 
friend, leaves me no time for remorie, at 
having ufurped iuch exceilive efteem and be« 
hevolence. 

- I find in your profe as well as verfe, be- 

lides the elegance and felicity of your ftyle, 
that uncommon choice and connexion of 
ideas, in which even writers the moft cele- 
brated, feldom abound. This can only be 
the child of that perfeft judgment which 
ftem$ fvmbolized in Apollo, as talents are 

in 
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ifi the mvKes : apA I am firmlj- pexfuade^t 
that ^nothing great can be producfcd by the 
latter, without the mafterly guidance of the 
former. Upon luch a foUd foundation, I 
bulla my hopes, that-you will loon become 
a new ornament to the literature of Italy ; 
and I feel as much vanity a$ gratitude hi 
having been the mbjed, however barren, pf 
your firft poetical eflays. 

Vienna, January 3, 1769. 



L T T E R VIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I AIRWAYS feel delighted and honoured by 

your letters, particularly when feme new 
compofitiou patters my vanity in fulfilling 
my prediftions, and germinatiug frefli hopes 
of your future, poetical iame^i 

The beautiful cantata which you hav^ 
written on the nieht of our Saviour's birth, 
is the more worthy of pralie, for partaking 
Jefs of the diladvantage of a fubjeft fo fre- 
quently treated. The language is flowing, " 
without lofing its dignity, ^he images are 
pleafing and poetical, and there ' reigns 

I*- 3 ' thrpugh 
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through the whole, a judgment, without 
which, . as 1 ikid in a former letter, J fet lit- 
tie value on the admirable faculties of the 
moft happy talf iits. I congratulate yo\J^ fiur 
cerely on your fiiccefs, and ei^hprt you tp 
continijc to delight in the commerce of the 
mufes, who finile on you witlj fo much par- 
tiality. 

yienns^ February 13, 1761; 



Mjstaftafio feems to manifeft fome difplea- 

fure at the public ufe which a yv'ritcr men- 
tioned in the following letter, had made of 
the politenefs with winch he txad treated 
him in a piivate corre^pondencc• 

3L E T T E R IX. 

TO SIG. FII.I£BONI. 

Tbstimonies of the cpnftaiit friendihip 

of my much loved Sig. Filipponi, are always, 
extremely dear to me ; for my efteem and 
afFeftion for him, being conftantly alive, and 
prefent to my mind, the proofs which I re« 

ccive of fuch a kiuJ return, cannot be indif^ 
ferent tome. 

-■ • What ' 
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What cacoetbes could have ftimalated the 

author of Aimeria to pubhlh my letter con- 
cerning his drama, and the dedication to 
it, ill fpite of my moft ferious remonftrance 
that he would fupprefs fo diabolical a temp- 
tation, 1 know not. That you may not iup- 

^ pofe, for a moment, that 1 ihould be delight- 
ed with fuch inccnfe, I inclofe the copy of 
a letter which I wrote to the author, to diC* 
luade him from any inch defign ; but you 
fee that 1 have no reafon to be flattered witl| 

' the efficacy of my eloq^uencCf 



TO SIO. COLTSLLINI AT LEOHO&N, 

From the great hopes which your happy 
talents had inipired, in the perufai of ibme 
of your beautiful poems, particularly the laft, 
written on the Nuptials of our Arch Duke, 
I rejdicc to find that you have fo fiir fubdued 
your diffidence, as to put on the bulkin^ and 
try to add frefli ornaments to our theatre. 
The fea is certaiijy ftormy and difficult ; 
i)ut as far as we may venture to predict of 
that .dexterity and intelligence which has not 
hitherto ventured tp quit the ihore, you feem 
in poifeiJiQn of all that is neceflary for the 

» 4 ent^r* 
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cntcrprizc; and I am impatient to join my 
approbation to that of the public ; but if it 
was tlie premiuni for a dedication, it would 
too much diIIli^ilh its value. Such a ijpeciet 
of inceixfe does not belong to a commerce 
among the. iuhabitauts of Parnaflu^, aadby 
immemorable prelcription, is only due to tho 
^endid (om of fortune with ^borjot I Hev^r 
have had, nor am ambitious of having, any 
a&xiity. Icoiifefs myfelf ipuch oblige4 by 
your partiality, but it would be exti-6mely in- 
judicious^ if you began your career with ti.ie 
bad aufpices of a ufeleis, or rather, a hurtful 
irregularity. Abandon therefore this idea, 
and afford me a fitter opportunity of publicly 
declaring myfelf your panegyrifl, as 1 already 
have doue im -pny^tSs * . 

Preifent a thodimd com^imentsf in my 

name to the learned advocate Brum; and 
add, that neither. ! Cmz/ Ca^ufk -rior imyfetf 
have waited for ^ ftimultis to forward the 
iale ofhis golden book ; byt mt <are too thucli 
confirmed in our formdr opinior^ that this 
foil is not favourable :to Uk^atl^r^. Of fi|c 
popies which Count Gtoale fent for, none 

lows if^&ecoistia6«»qf the biifdyiet^taSig^Filippciiu 
, - " are 



Digitized by C 



( 249 ) 

are difpofed of, except thofe which he pre* 
fented to )us frientls ; and two cdfiies, which 

I left on return m the hands of an^miaeat 
bookfeller, in ipite of all our ffreaching, re** 

main very quietly on the counter. If they 
were Fretich romances for the improvement 
of the minds, and mending the morals of our 
youi^ gentlemen and ladies, they would 
have enriched the booklciler. What a hap- 
py age ! 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1761, 



TO MONSIEUR CKLLOY. 

I HOPE, Str^ that you will not ascribe the 
late arrival of my anfwer to your moft oblig- 
ing letter, and thanks for your courteous 
prdent<>f Titus, either to negleft or want of 
efteem. The frequent poetical commiilions 
of our ddurt, rich wltli moft amiable and 
accomphihed princeifes, all lovers of muhc ; 
the neceffity of frequent perufkls of the dra* 
ma with which I have been favoured, pre? 
vious to the anfwering your letter ; and the 
gpeat uncertainty of my health, have depriv-r 
cd me of that leifure which I wiihed to de- 
dicate to gtnius ^id frieudfliip. Stimulated 

moro^ 
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more by duty than convenience, I now Ileal 
a few moments from my unimportant, 

though inevitable, avocatioiis. 

As there was a neceflity for accomodating 
yourfelf to the genius of your nation, ni treat- 
ing the fubjed of Tuus fo diftereatly from 
me, it is a matter of pure generofity in you to 
afcribe to me any part of the merit of a tra^ 
gedy which, in your hands, is become origi- 
nal. Painters would aimoA all become co- 
pyifts, if this title were given to every one 
who was not the firft to paint the death of 
Abel, the facrifice of Abraham, or any other 
event. Incidents, fimilarity of fentimeat, 
and human paflions, are in common, and re- 
femble each other like our minds, which art 
the more apt to think alike, in proportion to 
their being natural. And, vvith the ^fliftance 
of leifure and pedantry, I could adduce an in* 
finite number of examples of the greatefl 
ancient and modern poets, who, under fimi- 
Jar circumftauces, ^have been obliged to ufe 
the famp thoughts and exprellions. This 
truth will render me unworthy of the fecond 
praife which you have been fo obliging as to 
beftow upon me, of having ingenioufly, and 
with wonderful art, adapted French tragedi^^ 
' %o the Italian iia^c ; at kaft 1 can yentiue 

t9 
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to fay with truth, that this, is what I never 
intended* Having perufcd the beft drama- 
tic produdions of other countries, I always 
meant to write originally. And if the cir- 
cumfcribed condition of our natures, or a 
memory, too faithful in retaining fuch things 
as it had received with admiration and plea'" 
fure, has fuggefted to me beauties which I 
had read before upon fimilar occafions ; fiip- 
pofing I was the inventor of them, I had 
taken the credit to myfelf : and whenever I 
Iiiivc difcovcred the contrary, I thought there 
was Ibme merit in th^ fele£Uon and ufe of 
the precious materials which the moft illuf- 
trious miners had fupplied, and I fliould have 
been afhamcd of my weaknefs, if I had been 
induced to reiinq^uiih the belt, for the chiidiih 
vanity of inventing fomething different. 

But this digreiiion is already too long for a 
letter haftily written, and for that reafbn I 
ihall exercUe your patience no further on the 
|ubje£t. 

1 therefore proceed to tell you, tliat I have 
read your tragedy feveral times, and always 
with equal pieafure^ The ftyle is fo har- 
monious, noble, clear, and full of uncommon 
thoughts, as convince me, that the bounty of 
nature has been happily feconded by appli« 

catioq, 
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catiQU and ftu4j« You fljoulsl npt tlierefqre, 
with &cb a rich capit^U g^YP way to tl^e 
ca|)!ncio^s infults pf theatrical viciffitudes. 
You ca;uaot igng^^t that the faiQC tern- 
y.efts have in ever/ ^e ^^i.tated the firft lu-r 

miu^ies of 4riimatip poeKy i but the ftorm 

gqafes, while merit remains, and is j endered 
viore bright aud iUuftripvi^ by time t^l^fs 

(^). This tranilatcd and uiifucccrsful drania, was th^ 
author's firft attenjpt. It was brought on the Jtage 
PariS) in 1758. The 5^/// of Calais in 1765, feems to 
liflve been the onfy one of Bellow's tragedies, that was 
crcavird wilir ftill ^ujd unequlvocaJ fuccefs. T^c JCing pf 
France honoured hiai with a goW medal, weigbiog^'cnty- 
Ave Irouis d'ofy ' bcij^^ a confidcrable prefent, in money. 
The piagiftr^tes of Calais, feat him the freedom of their 
Cown> in a gdd i>ox } and placed his pi£fcure in the towQ 
ball, among dieir boneladors. Such tefttmonies of gratio 
t« He, were due to a poet who, by a iiutiunal and hiftorical 
event, had thp ppwer to awaken fuch unbounded patriotic 
cnthufiafmy in fpite of the incorre^ and har^ verfifi^^tio^ 
imd bombafi, of which his countrymen in their cooler mo- 
ments, have acciifedhim. But notwithftanding his defet^s, 
juilice ought ,to be .rei>dqred to die bold and impafliqned 
ftrokes^.the noble and generous fentiinentSt pathetic 
fttuations, which q>ntrit)uted to the extraQ);dinary fucce^ 
ot the Seige of Calais* 

- -With refpei^ to his f.iilu-e, in iaiitatiiig Ln Ckmenxa di 
\Tito of Metaftaiio, a tirama for muilc, and a drama for de- 
^]iur«atio^} are fudi <ii^6fit things, that a go9d oferay .with- 
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ii part, h6\vever, in your jafc complaints. 
Indeed tiie partiality which you profeis for 
itie, yoirr diftinguilhed tdents, andthe'flttiU . 
litude of the rilk we run in faiimg on the 
fame lea, renders it a dtity ; bilt 1 wiih that 
the obftacles which you encounter, as gene- 
rally happens to great minds, may accelerate,, 
not impede, your progrels. 

With rd'peft to the incidents "and cdnSttiEl 
of our tragedy, I have only to fay, that if -I 
'had imagined any other would bare been 
more likely to fatisfy the genius of my nation,, 
I fliould certainly have preferred it to 'that 
which I adopted : lb that it is clear I faw no 
further. You have doubtlels had the lamie 
end in deviating from me : that is, of flatter- 
ing the French tafte* I know that your 
genius and , theatrical experience ought to 

out numy changes and additions, will always be a bad 
tragedy; and the moft excellent tragedy, without comprcT* 
iion, an inftipportable opera. In tragedj, amplification is 

not oiily allowable, but neceflary to difplay the powers of 
poetry and eloquence, as well as to difcriminate charat^ers, 
and paint paffion. In an opera, the narrative muft be 
Ihort, the incidents numerous and rapid in fucceifion, the 
di<Stion rather fweet and flowing, than ftrong and nervous: 
as the words of an air Ihouid merely fervc as an outline for 
«a»c{ody to colour* 

3 hkvp 
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have enabled you to judge fcj; but it Would 
have been too arrogant in me, who am igno-* 
*rant of the cuftoms, prejudices, and way of 
thinking of your countrymen, to dare to pro- 
pofe my own. It is extremely falfe, that a 
young German officer ever ient, or (hewed 
me as his own, the (ketch of your tragedy of 
Tituf. I am acquainted with no officer of 
this nation, who writes French verfe. So 
that thofe who have irritated you by fuch a 
fable, have either done it through miftake,^ 
or malice* Be not therefore difiurbed by 
phantoms which have no exiftence; but cou- 
rageoufly continue to make ufe of your ta* 
lents, and of the folid and noble ftyle to 
which you are naturally prone ; and I have 
no doubt, but that you will add to your na- 
. tion's glory, and acquire thofe laurels which 
I have predi61ed, and of which I fincerely 
wiih you in poifeffion* 

Vienna, Apr3 30^ 1761; 
(tj Belloy began bis dranudc career by being an aclor. 
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LETTER X. 

TO FATHER JOHN BAPTIST MARTINI^ 
MAESTRO DI CAPELLA. 

Your extreme readiiiefs to oblige, reve- 
rend Sir, correiponds with the other admira* 
blc qiuillties by which you are fo much diA 
tiuguilhed* The youog female compoler, 
- who fent you fomc Ipccimens of her ftudies, 
was only ambitious of your corrections and 
advice; but you have been pleafed to hotiour 
her with your approbation and praife. They 
will however inlpire her with an ardent 
wilh to merit them in future, in availing 
herfelf of the mafterly notes which you have 
fo kindly fent her for guides; and wliich 
fufHcieiitly fhew, that the author of them has 
been able to unite, m a moft uncommon 
manner, profound fcience with humanity 
and grace (d)* 

When 

(d) Thi$ female ftudent^ who had fent her cotnpofitiens 
'to Padrt Martini^ was the accomplifhed MademmftUk 
Mariinetx^ the daughter of a friend of Metaftafio, in whofe 
houft; he refid^ from his firft arrival at Vicmia, till his 

death. 
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When yon kindly honour me with the 

precious gift of the firft volume of your hiCr 
tory of mufic, be pleafed to confign it to the 
care of our worthy and amiable friend Sig. 
Carianiy whom I have requefted to tranfmit 
it to me by the firft favourable opportunity. 
In the mean time, I entreat you to honour 
me with your commands, and to believe me 
to be, with due relpedt aiid-gratitude, &c. 

Vici|na, M^uch 9, 1^61. 

vleatli. She had been educated by the Poet, and her virtues 

and talents, in riper years, amply rewarded the pains which 
her illuf^rious tutor had taken in cultivating them. See 
^ermi Ttur* Vol. i. Article Vienna, 

\Tfae adotirabie Dn rHeyiity in the beginning of his 
-career, and previous to his great celebrity^ was the mufic- 

maller of JliudcinQijt.iic AIurtiK^tZf rcfiding, dmiiig lii;cc 
years, under the fame roof as Metaftafio, from whom th\% 
great mufkian himfelf received inlhucfcions in the Italian 
J^ngmge, said the adapting melody to its accents. It was 
dbout this tiniey that' he obtained a few leflons in iinging 
from the celebrated Porpora: in whofe favour Metaftafio 
wrote fo eloquent and pathetic a petition to Farinelli. 
See Letter XIU. Sea. IV. of ^s vd. 
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L E T T E it XL 

TO THE SAME, 

I DID act anfvver your laft moft obliging 
letter^ till I had made enquiry after the mu* 
fical manufciipts in the Imperial library,. 
Yeiterday I received an account of them^ 
which to-day I religioufly indole. 

I have written no other drama for the 
nuptials of our arch-duke, than Alcide al Br* 
^io. There is now performing, a ferenata 
intitled Vhetts^ written by Sig. Mtg/iavacca^ 
a poet in the fervice of the King of Poland^ 
which has great merit. In the courle of the 
carnival, ^vill be performed in the public 
theatre, a little opera called Armiddy imi* 
tated from the French, and from my IJipile^ 
by the fame poet. My Alcide thex'efore, 
-with betide and -<4r;; / will be delivered to 
you by the courier of Count Alberti^ who feti 
off in a few days for Florence, and will then 
pais on to Bologna* ' 

r am impatient to admire yoiir bookj 
though, as I have not been initiated in the 
niyileries of harmoii^ , or at icaft but (lightly, 

voLt II.* « I fliall 
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I (ball judge of it as a blind maji does of 
colours. 

My avocaciom, will not allow me to 

lengthen this letter: I therefore haften to 
prefent to you^ the refpeds of our female 
compoier, who ammated by your approba- 
tion, works incefiantly at her mafi> tod beg 
you to believe me to be, with the highefl and 
moft perfe^Lcfteem^ &c« 

Vienna^ May 4» 1761* 

X E T T E R XIL 

TO THfi SAME. 

Tub baggage of the Duke of St. Elizabeth 
being at length arrived, yefterday I was put^* 
in pofieflion of the firft volume of your hif- 
tory of muiic, which you have ib obligingly 
fent me. I haftily, and with avidity, ran 
over the dedication, preface, and ibme of 
the fidl chapters, and thus far can cotigratu- 
late myfelf with the author, having been ^ 
highly pleafed with the idea of the enter- 
prife^ the ftyle, and the rich erudition with 
which the book muft neceflarily abound ; 
but 1 very much, fear that you will foon 

• plunge 
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plunge fo deep into fciciice, that I, gour 
profane mortal, not iaftruded in the har* 
monical arcana, lliall for my lins be in 
Egyptian darknefs, and equally incapable of 
being pleaicJ, or of judging. Nutwithiland- 
ing. this danger* I (hall ardently proceed in 
the perulal, as I have long been daily ac- 
cuftomed to meet with many things of which 
I am utterly ignorant. In the mean time, I 
beg of you to accept of my moft grateful 
thanks for fo precious a gift, and wifhing I 
may ever be able to make a fufficient return^ 
I remain^ &c. 

Viennai July 17, 1761. 

* > 

LETTER Xin. 

TO SIO. riLIPFONIt 

In the midil of the hurry and tumult of 
producing a new and premature drama, I 
cannot forget my dear Fiapponu The opera 
was hardly out of the prefs, ere I folded a 
copy of it, in a ihcet of paper ornamented 
with your name, and configned it to our 
good Count Canale^ who affurcd me that he 
fliould find a Ipeedy conveyance for it* I 

s 2 was 
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Was gkd of this expedient, as our poft-office 
exa£b 1 1 pauli for the carriage of a iingic 
copy ; a fum which becomes too enormous 
for a poor poet to fuftain, particularly in 
time of war, when multiplied by a numerous 
Gorrteipondence* My letter would be longer^ 
but I am fo deeply in debt to other fnends, 
that I muft conclude with a haAy embrace. 

Vienna^ May lo, 1762* 



L E T T H R XIV. 

to THE SAME. 

Whether my Cxjelia was handibme or 

Ugly, I rccko:;xd myklf lure of your favour, 
by right of prefcription, and wa$ much 
pleafed with your praifes, as a certain indi- 
cation of your obftinate aifedion for the fire; 
a pofleflion which I eagerly wifh to ha\ e 
confirmed, even m the midit of fecurity (0)4 

• 

(e) The opera of Clelia was written by command, 
and firft reprcfcnted at the court of Vienna, before their 
Imperial majeflies, on the birth day of her ferene Koyai 
Highndsy the Arch-dutchefs liabeUa of fiourbofiy in 1760$ 
k was fet to mufic by Haflfc. Tfcs prioccfs died . of the 
fmall-pox; the year after. 

I mufl,* 
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I muft, however, confefs to jrotSt tuy 
friend, that toying with the mufes at pre- 
fenty is very fatiguing, and dries up all my 
radical moifture. I want patience to bear 
with their caprice, and am not very greedy 
of their favours. Almoft ten volumes of 
nonienfe, ought to be a iu&cient dole for an 
honeft man. My bufkins are worn out; 
others will come with new trappings to 
awaken the appetite of drowfy readers. Sig- 
nor Pugnani called upon me on his arrival 
at Vienna, but I was not fo fortunate as to 
fee him ; nor did I know of his depiarture^ 
Count Canak muft have been equally igno«» 
rant of it, for having the ikme Wilh as niy^ 
felf, of tfanimitting Clelia to you, he has 
been» like me, obhged to fend it by the com* 
moQ carrier, 

Vicmn, }yx\y 19, 1762, 



J- E T T E R XV- 

TO THB SAM£» 

■ 

From your moft grateful letter of lail 
month, I have a new conhrmation of the 
jiffe^tioiiate part which you always take in 

% 3 every 
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every thing that concerns me. I am ex-^ 

tremeiy obliged to you for the fteps which 
you have already taken, that Sig* BartoU 
may not expofe me, by exccflive partiality, 
^ tQ the rilk of >pa£ing^ for a latirical poet, and 
with perlbns of high rank, to whom only 
the chara£lers of tragedy can bear any refem** 
blance* Men are men in every ftation ; and 
yet the moA cautious writers are in perpetual 
danger of offending, by a cafual likenefs xx^ 
fpme unhappy feature, without the leaft in- 
tention of making his charafter the portrait 
- of an individual. J fliould however be ex-* 
tremeiy forry if Sig. BartoKy not convinced 
of the folidity of my rcafoning, fiiould 
angry at my not being feniible of the honour 
intended i?ie; an acguiation which would 
afflid me the more, as I feel myfelf le& de« 
ferving of it. You will therefore do me a 
moft eilential iervice, if you can prevent me 
from fplitting upon this rock, while I try to 
ileer clear of the other* ' 

The ipules, whether willingly or unwil- 
lingly, have fbpplied my wants, and i have 
already lent thcjii b^ick to Piiniailuo, to ob- 
tain a new bepedidion from ^ther ApolIo« 
I muft not at prefent tell you, what- obliges 
411^ to have further dealings with (heie har«» 

lots, 
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lots, having been enjoined filence by a (bve* 
reign command ; when my mouth fliall be 
openedt you will know more. 

Vienna, Odober 14, 1762. 

LETTER XVL • 

TO THE SAME, 

You were exaci, my dear friend, in for- 
telling when you wrote laft, that my new 

opera had not yet been reprcieuted. The 
ddtrefies are too great perionages, and for 
that rcafoa more expoled to accidents. We 
are overfet by them already, the iUnefs of 
one or another, ftill continuing ; fo that we 
know not when we ihall begin, though the 
{>oetry and muiic have long been ready. 

Vienna has been in a coullant fermenta- 
don with balls, operas and plays (/j; and 
yet during the whole carnival, I have never 
feen the door of the theatre, nor heard a 
fiddle fcrape. Deus bene vertat ; lo 

you jfee, that our taftes coincide. Give a 
chaile embrace tor me to the mofl reipedted 
prieftei$, and believe me ex corie. 

Vienna, March 7, 1763. 
if) Thtfi: mitftlunre beeaonoccafion of the peace with 

S4 tET- 
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t E T T E R XVn. 

• 4 ft 

• • TO THE SAME, 

Long life to jny de^r Filipponi ! your 
friendly attention in fecondlng fb diligently 
my folicitude concerning the ^rriv^l and 
fiate of health of Count Canak and his i^ouie'r 
hold, 1$ worthy of a frien4 who knows every 
motioi^ of my heart, lU^e one . of its ancient 
inhabitants* I am extremely gratefyl to 
you for it, ancl h^g yP^ to poAtinue this 
moft obliging office ; the rather, as 1 a^flain 
jrom embarraffing the travellers with ufeleis 
trouble, that I may not oblige Count Canale^ ' 
through courteiy, tq wafte his prepiov^ mo- 
menta in anfwering letters purely officious, 
The Counted of Candle had already a due 
canonical account, but is extremely pleafed 
with a repetition of it, as how^vpr fuper-f 
abundant the accounts may be, they will 
' iiever be in eqiiilibrium ^ith her apxiety} 
therefore I thank you again in her name, 

I beg of you to make a thoufand relp ed* 
ful and affe^ionate compliments for ifne to 
the moft worthy count, ^^ring him that f| 

ho 
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he does not fbon return to the for&ken ly< 

ceum, he will find that illuftrious babiing 
fociety which he has left in the hands of S$g. 

Jia^en aud me, q^uite abandoned. Adieu. 

Vmsi^ O^er 1763, 



LETTER XVIIL 

» 

TO THJP SAMB. 

The letters of my dear Sig, Filipponi, 
befides the intrinfic value which they always 
have m my eftimation, are now rendered 
more interefling by the tidings they con* 
tain of our moft refpe£ted Count Cana/e and 
the amiable Canalettu I am ej&tremely 
grateful for your letter of laft months and 
entreat you to continue your friendly com- 
placency, in conftantly gratifying my impa* 
tient and afFcdiouate folicitude. 

Aft^r ufual expreffions of refpeft and 
kindnefs, tell him in my n^me, that I con- 
gratulate him on the admirable Aate of 
health which bis ample and flourifliing 
family eajoys here, not forgetting the two 
Jaft tender flioots, who have fought like he- 
roes, ai^ fubdued the iinall-^|K>Xy which this 
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year has been very tremendous in Auftria, 
und of which we have had but too ibrrowful a 
proof in the lofs of our beloved Arch-dutchels 
Ilabellay a ilroke with which we are flill 
llunned. 

You may eaiily iniagiue how much I figh 
for the return of my dear Count Canale ; but 
take care not to fpeak to him on the iubjedt. 
I, who kiiow his hearty am certain what he 
muft lufFer from being conftrained to quit 
Vienna, and leave {o many pledges behind 
him* : as well as the being obhged to remain 
at Turin, ib fiir from a Patron, who unites 
in fo uncommon a manner, the majefty of a 

4 

fovereigQ, with the teaderae& of a father 
and a friend. 



Metaftafio, who had been under no neceflity 

of importuning the mufes for favours of 
great importance, during the war of x 756, 
was called upon, about this time, to furnifli 
feveral dramas for his court. 

Alcide al Bhio^ letbyHaffe, 1760, for the ' 
nuptials of the Archduke Joieph, afterwards 
Empcroj , With the Princefs IJabella of Bour* 
bon% Cklia^ f^t likewiiib by ibSk^ ^7^h 

for 
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|br the fafe delivery of the &,mt Priace($. 
JJAtenmde ^wer g/i affetti generoji ; writtea 
^Ifo in 1762, by command of tlieii Imperial 
jnajefiies, and let by Bwrn^ in order to be 
reprefented in the apartments of the Impe- 
rial palace, by five Arch^-dutcheifes : MarU 
Ijahella of Bourbon^ firft confort of the late 
Emperor Jofeph ; Marianne y afterwards dut* 
phels of Saxon-Tefchen, Mary Elizabeth \ 
Und Mary Amelia^ afterwards dutchefs of 
Parma. But this" projetlcd plan was ren- 
dered abortive, by the deccafe of the Arch- 
dutcheis liabclla of Bourbon, who died of 
the fmall*poic. Befides thefe dramas. Me* 
tailafio fiirniftied the court with kveral flvort 
occafional lyric compoiitions, which wei;e 
called complimnti^ aiid let by liajfe, Gluck^ or 
JVagenfiU. 

At this time all die ions and daughters of 
Apollp in Italy, were ambitious of Metafta- 

fio*s acquaintance: tiic modcil: and diffident 
wished to. avail themfelves of his council ; 
the vain, of his praii'e. Our autliur'^ candid 

and pacific diipofition iocUaed him to tr^t 
them- all tvith lenity. His difapprobation 
was accompanied with fuch politencfe, that 
it was caly for felf-love to coral rue it into 
jpanegy ric. His correlpoudeuce w itii a literary 

lady 



4 
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lady of rank, at Siena, may ferve as a 
jpecimtn of his critical urbanity. Some let- 
ters leem to have paiied between them, pre- 
vious to thofe which appear in the coUedticn: 
as the firft in which he fpeaks of the lady's 
partial friendihip is Ihort, and only an ac- 
companiment to the prefeut of the poct^s 
opera of CMa^ 

♦ 

LETTER XIX. 

TO THE NOBLE SIGNORA LIVIA ACCARJGIt 
PATRICIAN OF SIENA* 

The tribute, rather than gift, of my C/r- 
//W, was undeferving of the exceffive recom- 
penfe of fuch an obliging and partial letter, 
as that with which you have deigned to ho- 
nour me. I feel extremely proud of it, not 
indeed as a proof of the excellence of my 
drama, but as a teftimony of that uncommon 
friendfliip which has feduced your judgment. 
Continue, moft iUuftrious lady, to honour 
your fex and Italy with your laudable ftudies, 
and believe me to be imprnfied with th^ 
higheft ^ifle^m and refpeft, &c. 

Viouia, July 14, 176*. 
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LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I WAS greatly aftonifhcd to find in your 
laft moft obliging letter, that among the 
many excellencies by which you are dif- 
tinguiihed, there Ihould be that of au exem* 
plary docility, a virtue lb little known in 
ParnaiTus. I congratulate you, Madamt 
upon it, and defire that it may be propo- 
' gated m our colleges, where only its malk 
can be found, and where every one begs 
applauie, in aikmg for corre£lion* 

You will greatly improve your drama, by 
making the chara^ler of Thomyris more de- 
cided and conftant. Indeed the moil vicious 
part of an audience, is always pleafed with 
examples of magnanimity ; I fhoulJ there- 
fore fuppreis that generofity which Thorny- 
ris manifefts towards the end, and ftudy 
from the beginning, and through the whole 
drama, to make her think, fpeak, and aft 
in. Uich a manner, that there Ihould be no 
inconfiftence in her becoming generous. Ia^J 
her be proud and vindictive, if you pleaie 5 
; ' 3 but 
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but let her not accompllfli her vengeance by 
a moft premeditated afiailinatiotiy nor lofe 
hci paflioii for lach deeds when committed. 
The Hyrcanian becomes more harib, inib* 
lent and proud, without principles of mo- 
rality, or civilization. But his irregularities 
affeft only himfclf, rendering him a diftinft 
charadcr, by extravagances that are even 
ridiculous, as far as the dignity of the buA 
kiu will allow ; yet thele extravagances are 
never of fuch a kind, as reduce the other 
perfoaages, either to the neceifity of bearing 
unrealbrtable fufferings and palling for cow-* 
ardsy or of punilhing, tragically, the iavage 
follies of ignorance and brutality. 

Now, defcending to the mmutia of all the 
events and occaiions which may be imaghied, 
in fupport of your two principal chara6ters^ 
would be fettering your fancy ; of which it 
is my wifli to indicate the points at which 
yoti afe to aim, but not to limit your choice 
of fiich means as are moft luitable to your 
genius, in the profeCution of your plan. 

I have made diligent enquiry of my recol- 
le6Hoh, in ordef to difcover fome traces of 
the two odes, of which you imagine I muft 
iave bceti (bmetime in pofleffion, throu^ 
your kindnefs ; and tliink I can fafely 

affirmy 
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affirm, that I have never ften tbem : if by> 

accident, thefe tranfcripts had been mil- 
laid, I am very certain that I ihouM never 
have lofi the remembrance of any produ£Uon 
'of yours. 

Continue to honour me with yoiir envi- 
able partiality, and with fuch commands as 

may afford me an opportunity of manifefting 
with how misch reipe& I am, &c. 

Vienna, Odober, 1763, 

JU E T T E R XXL 

TO THE SAME. - ; 

I ACKNOWLEDGE, With gratitude equal to 
the fmgular confidence with which you ho* 
nour me, the having received and attentively 
peru&d your manufcriptof Thomyris; and am 

proud that Italy can boaft a young lady of 
inch rare talents, and whoiscapable of under-^ 

taking one of the moft difficult enterprifes 

which the inhabitants of Pamafili^ dare 

attempt. I have found die didlion clear and 
happy, and frequent inflanceS of fuch thea- 
trical diftrefs, as is ufuall)' ueitlicr the fruit 
of learning nor talents, but of long e^cperi- 

encc. I have found charas5lcrs drawn with 

I vigour,- 
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vigour^ and^ ip fliort, the whole work has fuf* 

palled my expeftation, as it mull that of 
every one who knows the enormous difficulty^^ 
of fuch a perilous bufinefs, and j3 not igno- 
rant of this being the fixA time that you 
have failed in an ocean that is rendered ter- 
rible by fuch innumerable ihipwrecks. I 
therefore congratulate you ; and think, that 
there is no literary undertaldng in which I 
may not promife iucce& to your laudable 
appUcation^ and cultivated and difUnguiihed 
talents. 

You muit not expc^ me, madam, to 
write a formal academic difcourfe, defining 
all the conftituent parts of the drama. This 
would be a treatife which I fliould have no 
time to write, or you patience to read. In-, 
deed it would be a ufelefs undertaking: as I 
could tell you nothing of which you may not 
be informed by my dear >friend the Mate 
Fa/guini; a man who iias done honour to 
the Italian ftage, who is your friend as well 
as mine, and from his perfeft knowledge of 
my heart and mind, can tell you as well as 
m) icir, wliat I think and what I feel. 

But that you may not doubt of the atten- 
tion with which I have read your drama, or 

think 
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tiiink me more forward than I ought to be^ 
take the two fallowing obferyations. ' 

Thomyrisy at the end of the piece, is full 
of great, virtuous, and magnanimous fenti- 
ments t- but at tiie beginning ihe meditates^ 
determines, and orders, an afTafli nation. 
This feems a duplicity of charatl^jiQi as repug- 
iiant to nilC) as two-^fifths in muiic. It is 
true that therp are in nature^ devout rafcals, 
and bluftering dowa.rds ; but they are infuf^a 
ferable^ and our theatre requires decided 
' charaders. 

•The principal feature in the charafier of 

Ircano appears to me violent ; not btcaufe 
brutality does not fuit his difpofitiQn^ but 
being called a coward by the general^ he re- 
xozvc^ fucb^ xmlefs he kills or is killed by him 
in a duel. It is true, that the Spanifti point 
of honour did not iubiiit lu the tiix^ of Tho'* 
• myris ; but cummon prejudices mufl be re- 
fpeded ; and this is one of our moft incou* ^ 
venient fervitudes. 

Be carefuLof your hcahh^ for the honout 

of your iexi aud believe me to be, witb 
equal efteem and felpe£l| &c. 

VOL. lu T We 
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Wc lhall now refume Metaftafio's corrci^ 
pondence, wkh bis friend Farxnj&lli, whom 
he very anxioufly tries to moralize into phi- 
loibphy and tranquillity, if not comfoit. He 
had been driven out of Paradlfe, that is, 
ordered to quit Spain, on the acceflion of 
Charles III, and feemed to wi(h to (pend the 
refl of his days in his native city of Naples, 
among his relations ; but for political reafons, 
that comfort was denied him. He had then 
thousl^ts of icttlino; in England ; but that was 
not agreeable to the court of Spain,, as the 
two nations were then at war. After vifit- 
ing feveral cities in Italy, in order to chufe 
a future abode, Bolggna was prefcribed to 
him, as the place which would give the leaft 
umbrage to the Spanifh monarch ; feemingly, 
becaufe Farinelli had fewer acquaintance, 
and was likely to pal- his time there in a 
more gloomy and comfortlefs manner, than: 
any where elfe. This, befides his iinccrc 
afili&ion for the lofs of his royal patrons, and 
the importance which his talents and condudl 
had acquired htm' at Madrid, rendered lei^ 
fbns of refignation difficult to learn ; to re- 
concile the mind to fuch misfortunes and 
iTftortifications, was a work of years ; but for 

the 
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the recovery of its former tone of happinefi^ 
life was too fhort 1 

LETTER XXIL 

TO TAkiVtLhU 

The dekr mnA amiable bearer of this iet"* 
ter, goes into Italy with a hrm reibiutionji 
vigouroufly to attack your obftinate melan- 
choly : a work worthy of a good and true 
friend. I envy him, and fliould be glad to 
accompany himi as an ally in fo meritorious 
an enterprife. Let him have his way, my 
dear friend^ and never let it enter into your 
head to protcft your internal foe. You have 
given proofs . fufficient of your good hearty 
and fenfe of gratitude and duty ; it is time / 
to reiign yourielf to the will of Providence^ 
and to difpel the clouds which obfcnre every 
comfort of life* So prays your rftoit affec« 
tioi^te and faithful Gemello. 



ti ' LET- 

I , 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO TSK SAHIE. 

Our honouicd Abate Cctrulo fets off fuel- 
ilenly for Italy ; and aifures tne, that his firft 
bufiiiels ^vill be the vifiting the incomparable 
Gemello : lo that I ihould believe myfelf to 
ber cxcommtinicated in bulla f I did 

not avail myfdf of this opportunity to em- 
brace you afFedionately per proeuratoremy at 
kaft a hundred times. I likewife feud a 
good dofe of frlendihip to our dear FetrO^ : 
to whom I acknowledge myfelf extremiel/ 
obliged for the care he takes in keeping up 
your Ipirits.; of which I difcovered more 
than one indication in your anfwer to the 
letter which I configned to his care* I now 
begin to difcover that my beloved Carluc- 
clo is as fuperior to the frowns, as he has 
hitherto been fo the fmiles, of fortune: t 
promifed myfelf this heroifm from you : and 
was certain that } oaf greateft difficulty was 
knowing how to Jet bounds to the tender ex- 
celTes of your good hearty and gratitude. 
Now time and refledion have rendered you 

.matter 
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that you Ihould enjoy that iweet tranquillity, 
which is fb juftly due to your toils and con- 

dua. 

We have here, for fomc months, our 

worthy and excellent PanzaccAi\ who has 
been called from Bavaria to fiog m th& Vi« 
enna Theatre. I have always efteemed him ; 
but, at prefeut, iove him more itmt ev^r ( 
afluring myfelf every moment, that he was z 
long time witnefs of your friei^ihip and ai^ 
fedion for me (g)» I never doubted of it, 
and yet it pleaiibs and flatters me to m^t - 
with any one that can confirm it. He com** 
miiiions me to preient a thpuiand reipo^ 
to you. Imagine to yourfelf how I iraift 
teaze and peller him with ^ueilion^ om^cra^ 
ing your portm* 

I beg that you, who are fuJl of humanity, 
will examine a little our 'Ctfra^, icoooerning 
the obje£ls of his jouwiey jto jNaples. It 
feems to me as if he were going to ruin Jbim^ 
felf. I have preached, but in vain. Do 
you perform the pious work of pediiation. 

Adieu, my ever de^r Charles. 

Vienna, Afird 26, 1743* 

^g) See Prefent State of Mufic in Germ^ny^ Wd, l» act» 
Munich, for a furtb^c account of this performer. 

T 3 ; L E T- 
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■ ^ E T T E R ' XXIV. 

. Heavbk blefi my dear Gemello, for hav* 
ing at length <lrawu his head out of that hy-' 
pochondriac flough of defpair, in which it 
has fo long been plunged ! The laft letter 
which I received from you, after your little 
excurfion to Parma, and the accounts I have 
had from Petrilh^ whom I faw a days 
ago in his way to Saxony, have afforded me 
infinite confolation. I was going to tell you, 
that you had, at length, fuffered that reafon 
to be.'vanquiflied^ which had been your con- 
llant guide in the midft of all the powerful 
alluretoents of fortune : allurements which 
in every ^ge have turned the heads of the 
wifeft men, though double baked in the 

' oven of philgfophy. Now my dear Gemello 
is viftorious, I hope he will take advantage 
of the vidory. That he will cftablifh fuch 

• ^ ferene and tranquil way of life, as lhaU 
enable him to enjoy that peace to which Pro- 
Vi4€|ice confentsj and cunviuce the wprl4. 
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that he is ftili the fame FarinellIi in every 

fituation. 

Our Menghtna^ who has always your name 
in his mouth, is here very juiUy cftecmed. 
I &e him daily, and take great care oot to 
let him indulge his natural fantaftic imagir 
ixations, in which 1 find him much mended : 
but not quite cured. 

You mui): already know, that here we are 
become Neapolitans, in verba terremoto, la 
themorningof the vigil of St» Peter, alittle be«* 
fore and a little after five o'clock, we felt, in ^ 
Vienna, two reaibnably violent Ihocks: 
4nd afterwards ^n account was brought 
from Hungary, of the total ruin of the city 
of Komorrci), and other places in its neigh* 
bourbood. If the NeapoUtans fend us their 
earthquakes, it is to hoped that they will 
likewife fend us their figs, grapes, furrento 
veal, exquifite pork, and all the other good 

things of which we are in want; but it 
\% quite unchriflian to fend us only the bad. 

1 love and efleem our dear Carlanu as 
much as his honourable and trufty charadcr 
deferves; and rejoice extremely that you 
Jcnow his worth, and have him fo near you. 
For, to tell you the truth, ypur good heart 
glway^ makes ii^e tremble, knowing how 

T 4 much 
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fliQcli it has been abufed in former times. 

Be cautiQuSy my dear friend ; and w.heu you 
have found an honeft man, take him to 
your bofom as a great treaiure ; for this valQ 

- of tears in which we live, does not produce 
them in great abuudanqet 

God help that obftinate head of Cetrulo f 

. I have great fe^rs that he goes about feeking 
ills, like the phy(icians. Farewell, dear 

' Gcmello ; perfev^r^ in your m^Uoration, till 
you are pcrfe^tty cured ; and your entire 
mental health will coiitnbute infinitely tQ 
that of your moll &khful GemellD. 

« 

Vicnnai June i763» 



J, E T T E R XXVt 

TO THE SAMB^ 

Ov Friday, the 9th inftant, in the dulk of 
evening, arrived at Vienna, th^ very 
©bilging Sig. Pafquali P^enza; on Satur- 
^y, and yeilerday, he favoured me Viixk a 
vifit, and to-day he felt out early for Prague, 
jixs manners, and converiation prove him (a 
^ np ^oc^, and tjmt he knows the world. 
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I have no doubt of his profeffional merit ; his 

reputation, and your venerable opinion arc 
iiiffiqient for me ; but I have not yet had the 
pleafure of hearing him (/6). I cuuid not 
help expreffing' a wifh for that gratification ; 
but he excufed himfelf, by faying that his 
voice was out of - order, not being recovered 
from the efFeds of his journey ; and I was 
tinwiUtng to prefs him, under fueh circum* 
Ranees. Yefterday, he dined out of town, 
at the villa of Count Durazzo^ and on being 
folicitcd by the lady of the houfe, he fung. 
How couid he refift the power of beauty ? I 
have extraded from him all the information 

I- poffibly could, concerning yourfelfs par- 
ticularly with refpeft to your prefent Ipirits ; 
wd am very well pleaied with you« Con«? 
tinue, my dear GemcUo, to rub off your mind 
that abominable ruft, which by degrees 
would have annihilated all your Acuities. 
I ihould purine this iubjed, had I not a 
)iundred difagreeable letters on my hands, 
whigh } muijt i^^vitably anfwer : tlierefore^ 

{h) This performer ym in England during the feaibns 

pf 1758 aad 1759, when the Mattt^i was manager, and 
^sSt. wam^ He feemed to iuiow mufic very trdl, and 
fuog in good tafie; but bis yoi^ WM in deGay9 and his 
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with a hearty embrace, I recommend to 
your memory, your moft faithful Gemello, 

Vienna^ September iz^ ^l^y 

; LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME, 

Very fooii after the receipt of your laft 
letter of the 23d of September, the reipedla- 
hie Dr. Savicb^ -^fculapius to the Prince of 
Licbtenjlein^ appeared in my room : and im* 
mediately upon his entrance, giving me a 
hearty kifs, iaid that it had been configned 
to me by my moft implacable enemy : I re- 
cognifed immediately by the colour, of what 
materials the fluff* was made ; and he was 
aftonifhed at my fpirit of prophecy. Oh 
how he is delighted with your courtely^ cou- 
verfatioh, and every thing that belongs to 
you ! He talked only of you, for an hour 
and half ; and you may well imagine that I 
did not try to change the fubjeft. He com- 
miifioned me to prefent a thoufand re{j3eA- 
ful and aftettionate compliments tq ygu ou 
his part, and you ought to fwear upon the 
agnus Dei that he was punctually obeyed. 

Therefore 
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Xhwfore honour the letter of credit, which 
I draw upon you at fight, for value received* 
I h^ve not yet fcen Baron Lejcbengold, but 
in the mean time, I have contrived, with 
,the aiiiiUnce of a copmon friend, to let him 
know how much you have i^d in your kt* 
ter^ conceraing hioi* 

Dear Gemello, my mute devil will fay no* 
thing, either ^ood or bad. When I am unable 
to fpeak plainly,>I am filent ; not having been 
able, in thirty three years rehdence at court, to 
learn the language of oracles that are applicable 
to every fenfe« My taile is for the round j^^i or 
nOj the tafte of our anceftors. Now between 
ourielves, I ihall tell you frankly; that if 
your project is fuch as it fccms to me, 
through your myfterious expreflions, there 
io nothing in the world, with refpe6l to mjfelj\ 
which would afford me greater pleaiure and 
confolation ; and if you doubt a moment of 
thi$ truth, ypu would be Cwh^t my Ge^* 
paello never can be) the moll ungrateful 
animal that ever was on the fiir&ce of 
the earth. But the bus ilUs is fuch, that 
an honeil man Ihould never purchaie his 
own pleaiure at the expence of a friend, and 
particularly of iiich a friend as you are* 
Jipw is it ^JofTible for me to judge of thcfe 

|ut{u^ 
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future contingencies, if I am utterly ignorant 
pf the Southern and Northern diipoiitioasy 
wliidi may render the fuppofed projefl pnl* 
dent and pradicable ? He would be a ftupid 
phyficiari, indeed, who fhould attempt to 
cure, wkhout knowing the difeafe and flate 
of the patient. What I perfeftly knoW is, 
that you have aSed fuch a part in the world, 
as renders you unfit for inferior charaAers. 
Itiis is all that my heart, which is wholly 
devoted to you, can fey* If you will ex- 
plain yourfelf further, i fliali fecond your 
Wiihes to tfee utmoft of my power. In the 
mean time, coutiiiuc tp love jours moil faith* 
fully (0. 

P,S; The King of Poland pafled to a 
hettes Kfc the 5 th of laft nK)nth* 

Vienna, O^ober 10, 1^6^^ 



(t) The letter to ivfiichl^is was an anft^'er, notwifli* 

Tianding the m} ftery in whdch its contents were ccmchefl, 
ilxms, irom the rc^Iy, to bav£ iududed an invitation to 
the, poet to (pend the reft of his days with his.^vja frien4 
in Italy, 1 

LET" 



Digrtized by Google 



( ^85 > * 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

In ipite of a heap of extremely tirefom& 
letters which I have to anfwer, and the 
compaay of ibme iiyoiphsy who have had the 
goodnefs to drink chocolate with me in my 
poetical cabin, though it is poft day, and are 
all cackling like geefe in the next room, I 
cannot help embracing moil heartily m:y 
dear Gemello : and being as much in want 
of QiatcriaU as time for a long letter,, let this 
fervc only as a manifcftatioii of the coixilaacy 
x>f my well cemented twinihip« 

It is moft certain, dear friend, that I have 
an exceilive defire to viiit Italy ^ but there 
are fo many £fes to tune, that it is no ealy 
matter to determine. The South, the North, 
the Eaft, the Well, and every canton of this 
mi&rable globe which we inhabit, has its 
particular intemperance and inconveniencies: 
and we muft regulate ourfelves like prudent 
pilots, not merely to avoid diigrace for our 
want of judgo^nt, but remorie, which is 
the greateft torment to which rational behig^s • 

3 *c 
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ftre expofcd. But do not imagine from .this 

preachment, that I have wholly rclinquilhed 
the hope of feeing charming Italy again^ 
at leaft for a lliort time. Who knoWs ? In 
, the mean time, take gireat care of the fardkf 
number one^ and continue indcfatigably to 
equal the true and, tender friendfhip of your 
moft conftant Gemello* 

Frailly November' J4> ij6^ 

e 

LETTER 

* 

TO THE SAM£. . 

Ttfft impertinence of youf complaints, 
which, according to your laft letter, have, 
obliged you to keep your bed, has put me 
into a great rage. While there are fb many 
malevolent animals upon which they might 
have amufed themfelves to the advantage of 
humanity ; why fliould they torment honeft 
gentlemen, born to delight and affift their 
fellow creatures? But we tm& not dive 
into the myfteries of Providence. The good- 
humour which reigns in your letter makes 
. me hope, that you have fubdued thefe do-* 
meftic foes, and I am impatient to have tt 
confirmed. 

When- 
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Whenever I am able to tranfpdrt my frail 

frame towards the fouth, be aflured, my dear 
Gemello, that I fliall not chufe the time 
when the o-reat northern ftars are in mo- 
tion fkj. How could I poffibly fiirvive mch a 
tumult ? Crowds of travellers, fcarcity of beds, 
tired horles, iniblence of fuperiors, negleft of 
inferiors, rapacity of poftmafters, drunken- 
nefs of poftillions, inns robbed, roads broke 
Hp, diforder, confufion, hurry, fcarcity, and 
a thoufand other plagues of* ail kinds ! 
Mercy on me ! The merely thinking of 
thefe things makes my hair ftand an end. 
During more than thirty-three years that I 
have been in this old vortex, I have contriv- 
ed to avoid all fuch enterprifes : think there- 
fore whether, at this time of the year^ I 
fhould be able to make fo rafli and daring an 
experiment : I, who for fo many years have 
lived iu this imperial rcljucnce like ahermet 
- in the deferts of the Thebaid and who never 
fct my foot in the court, unlefs when a com- 
mand from my moft clement fovereigns illu- 
mines my humble dwelling, and condu6ts me 
to the imperial palace. If we do not begin 

(kj This was written at the time of the general peace 

in Germany. 

to 
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to opea our eyes to our own infirmities, whetl^ 
and to what, my dear friend, fliaU we open 
tliem? 

Adien. Recommend me to your dailv 

goifips, as I never fail to Ipeak of you to all 

my favourite prattlers. But above all, take 

care of yourfelf^ and prcferve fo valuable an > 

individual to your, Sec, 

' Vienna, December 12, I763» 

L E T L E R XXIX. " 

TO TH£ SAME. 

OxJB. amiable Petrillo^ after having been 

more than a mere fpedator of the calamities 
and cataftropKe of the tragedy of poor Dref- 
den, has paffcd tJirough this country like 
lightning. He Is going to breathe the de- 
lightful air of Italy, and, after fo much agi- 
tation, to pais in traiiquillity the reft of his 
days. If lie puts in pradice the wife philo- 
fophical maxims which he now profdfes, he 
will be worthy of envy. I could not refift 
this opportunity of embracing my dear Gc- 
mcUo, and of affuring him, though I Liuil: 
U]inece(rarily, that my affedlion for him wll 
aever be diminiihed, till this little piece of 

mechan* 
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mechauiiin (hail be totally decoihpounded» 

1 hope yours gathers ftrengtn daily, and that 
your ibul beiiig commodiouily lodged, niay 
cherifh that chearful and fcflive dilpofitioil • 
which embellifhed your former days, and 
lightened tlie hcavieft- vexations of life. 
Think of me now and then^ my dear friefid^ 
and believe that I aai, and ever lhall be, your 
moft faithful, &c. ' 

Vienna, Febiw/ i, 17644 

LETTER XXXi 

to THE SAMti 

Now, as your complaints ailail you iii 
F-FA-UT, with a/econJ and fourth^ the remedy, 
my dearel): Gemello^ is plam. The natural 

refolution is in C-sol-fa-ut; (Ij and when 
it is known what is to be done, it is our own 
fault if we iuiFer by not doing it. The 

(/) This playful alluilon to the laws of harmoay, will 
be . well underftood by muficians; but may want explana* 
don by fuch readers as have not been initiated into the 

myfteries of compofition. The fecond and jourth being dif- 
cords to the mufical found called the ear remains in tor- 
ture till it hears the perfia chordiA C, as cboi'd of the fixth 
to the bafe E: which, figuratively implies, returning from ' 
fieknffs to hiahh^ ef from vexation and embarrajfment^ to 
tranquillity and comjort^ 

vodL. ii. u worft 
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worft is, when we know not which way to 
fieer^ In &ch caib^ I foim aa alliance w 
patience ; conclude that I have a certaia 
tnuthen to cany, fettle it on my poor flioul- 
ders, and then I iulTer much lela by its weight 
than if I carried it aukwardly* Believe me, 
my dear friend, you can purfue no better 
method. All the impatience to which you 
may give way, will only aggravate and aug- 
ment your injuries, and make a lofi of four 
equal to eight. All the knowledge we have, 
comes from experience in niorality, as well 
as natural philofophy. 

If you wiih clearly to underiland your 
Gemello, never feek for any other meaning 
bkbis words, than that which they prefent at 
firfl light. The fpeaking or adling myfteri- 
Qufly and politically, is not my way, nor a 
way I underllaud, after thirty- four years at 
court* I am as ignorant of the aulic icience 
as when I firft entered the fervice. Nature 
has made me, in this refped, like a duck, 
who.paifes a great part of its time in the 
water, without ever being wet. 

Our Petrillo^ who flies through Vienna, 
will bring you this ietter, and a hearty em- 
brace. 

LET- 
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Letter xxxl- 

TO TH£ SAME* 

Your laft letter of the 5th inft. has realljr 
coafoled me. From the fereuity and plea- 
iautiy with which it is coloured from the 
beginning to the end, I conceive that you 
are at leiigth arrived at the fecret of wiping 
from your mind that curfed foot with which 
it has io long beea difcoloured* I congratu*- 
late you on your fiiccefs, in an enterprife 
which borders on a ipecies of heroiixn of 
which fo few are capable. We have an infi- 
nite number of great men, who are venerated - 
as modek of knowledge and prudence, 
who have funk under catailrophes much leis 
violent than yours. Happineis, therefore, 
attend my dear Gemello ! who has proved 
himfelf as mucH iuperior in adverfity as pro* 
iperity, and who knows how to eftimate hu- 
man felicity better than thofe who ' call 
themfelv^s philolbphers; and is in no want 
of icholaftic jargon to enable him to ftand 
firm and, motionlefs in every guilt of wind. 
Heaven bleis and keep you in this wife and 
placid ilate for at kail half a century ! 

u 2R Our 
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Our dear Mojo has been arrived fomc time, 
but I have feen him but once, and thoti only 

^for a fliort time. I received him with all 
that affection which I cannot help beftowing 
on perfons beloved by you, and whofe merit 
is univerlally known (m). Nor fliall I negle£l 
any opportunity of ferving him, as far as the 
auguft circumference of my limited faculties 
fliall extend. The bell of it is, that he act 

.only never comes near me, but leaves me in 
perfedt ignorance of the hiding place where 
he has hitherto amufed himfelf here, during 
the leifure in which he has hitherto lived. 
Perhaps fome ancient iparks have rekindled 
the extinguifhed conflagration, and the poor 
ibul will be involved in the flames and imoke 
which ' formerly, as I am informed, Icorched 
and confounded him. 

Adieu, my amiable Gemello 5 continue to 
let me enjoy the pieaiure of hearing of your 
tranquillity: take care of your health, and 
embrace for me, my dear and much honour- 
ed Carlani. 

Vienna, March 27» 1764* 
LET- 

\m) Thismuft have been the celebrated Neapolitan 
compofer, Gcchdi Maj9f who died^ young, about the year 
1771. He began to flourilk in 1759 , having compofed 

* ' .that 
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LETTER XXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The pleafant inventory of your tranllcnt 
complaints, contaiued m your laft letter, 
. would have made me laugh, if die idea of 
the fufferings they ihuft have occaiioned^ 

added to the dailj'^ experience of my owily 

had not awakened a croud of ferious reflec- 
tions. But thefe arc not worth a fig ; and, in- 
deed, are themfelves worfe plagues than the 
others. Therefore, my dear Gemello, the 
moft infallible antidote is, not to think of 
them, except when the machine is diiordcrcd 
by them; but to go on, as well as we can, 
in hoping for good, mid tolerating the evils of 
exifteacc, as I atn now obUged to do* 

Your mjoil amiable Je Mojo generoufly, 
gives me credit for wifhiog to ferve him, but, 

that year^ RUcimerp^ for the theatre delU Da^e at Rom^ 
and in 17631 the year whep this letter ms mitten, his 
DemrfoonU was performed Argentina theatre of the 
fime city. The laft opein ||f ecxnpofed w^s DidMe^ for 
the theatre aty^picq, I'j^Q* 

^ V 3 hitherto 
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hitherto has abloluteiy avoided putting my 
zeal to the teft. A man of his merit, and 
your fneady would h^vc a right to dxipofe of 
me at his pleafiirc. But he, who is no fool, 
knowing perhaps the Uttl^ extent of my 
power, is unwilling to'^xpofe me to thd 
ihame of CQi^fciTiag it, I apa unable to in«- 
form you whether has bcp^ caiight in the 
old net, I never frec^ueut the woods which 
expofe him to fiiph danger, and have never 
|)eea able to pcamine him ; as duiixag |his 
long refideppe on the \mik» of the Jfier^ | 
have only ha4 th? pleafiire of feeing him tWQ 
0T three times, mpfi. Indeed hia ccmti« 
suing fo jpoa|l^tly jinvihble^ and remaining 
here fo long, withont any apparent motive^ 
feems to favour your cpnje&ures* If he is a| 
fea, I wifli him a profperous g^e ; if fucfa ^ 
wiih is not inconiiderate : as the ffhcity of 
a navigation depend$ ^uth on the canie for 
which we embark; and I never wiih my 
iriends be paffe£bd of iucb an ^{icof^fider^ > 
^te courage. 

I frequently fee our merry friend, and the 
cloq\xent Boneciij who loves you as you djCr 
ferve: fo tha.t with this addition, and fe 
ncxauy Qthej: quahttf:&». you may im^ 

aglne how dear he is to ine* I have fiiith^r 

^ fully 
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fully communicated to him yciar commit 
iious, and be has charged me witlx too many 
things to be executed ta this world. 

Viemia^ July 9) 1764* 

r 

LETTER XXXIIL 

TO TUfi 8AM£» 

AFT&m diftiliing my brains for two whoti 

days, I am obliged to conftfs, my dear Ge« 
melloy that I havi^ not been lable to deciphe)r 
your TaranUlhSf I flatter myfelf that there 
is nothing very bad, ^s your humour is not 
tinged with melancholy : on the contrary, it 
18 more ierene and plea&nt than tifiial. The 
myfterious language in which you have maf- 
qued your new fituation^ has made me ltif» 
pe£t, that ibme irregularity had diilurbed the 
eeconomy of your whole fyftem ; and that 
your virgin modeilyy which is alarmed by 
every fliadow of imfnodeily, had not fufiered 
^ou to explain yourfelf. Whatever it is, I 
defire you will immediately ceafe to torment 
yourfelf about it, aad not luffer it to prevent 
youf intended nuptial vifit tp our dear Car^ 
Ifini ; to whom I wiih abu jidant itores of all 

y 4 ldndS| 
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kinds, nccclTary for the voyage he under^ 
takes. 

Our ardent and languid Majo^ ftimulated 
by his friends and by his duty, is at length fet 
off for Manheim^ where he is engaged to com- 
pofe an opera for the Eledor Palatine. With 
what heart he has left the banks of the IJler^ 
enamoured turtles fay ! - 

I fhall be (hort in my account of ali the 

fine things which I am ordered to lay to you, 

ijl the name of our mpft amiable gpnimon 

• 

friend, Sig. Bokbchi, the Neapolitan con-^ 
ful ; but yqu will foon ineet, and then I beg 
you to embrace him cordially and repeatedly 
for rne. Think with what envy 1 ihalj b^ 
tormented, at not making a third in your 
meetings. I muft have patience, as 1 feen^ 
only born for the exerciie of philofbphic mo-« 
deratioii. If you knew iiow well I bore my 
plagues, you would take me for a hero. But 
the .trade of heroifin is a vile employment, 
and my (houlders ache at the ipere mention 
of it, But let us talk no longer of pompiamts 
^d misfortunes. Conceal yours as much 
you can, and I fl^ali do the fame by 
mine. In this manner we (hall defeat the 
intentions of fortune, and bid defiance toil|^. 
kck. Farewell : love xnc as you u(e4 to do, 

An4 
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And be affured, that in fpite of all our 

plagues, jou wjjl eypr be dear to mc, and I 
tp yout 

Vieons^ Auguft a5> 1764* > 



LETTER XXXIV, 

TO THE SAME, 

Yoir muft not imagine, my dear GemeUo» 
that I am drowned in the river Lethe. I am 
ftill among the living, but not my own^ ma- 
fter. My moft clement patronefs has too 
high an opinion of my worn-out poetical ta- 
lents, aad has now given me a talk beyond 
the power of the hoarfe old fwan* It is true, 
that oracular fovereigns always qualify their 
commands with the gracious and moft hu- 
mane conditions of: if you can: if you will ; 
but you know, by experience, what weight 
thele phrafes have, when uttered by divinities. 
However, in fpite of my occupations, I fliall 
fteal a few moments from the babling mufeSi) 
for the fake of cenverfmg a little with my 
dear Gemello, for however Ihort a time, in 
order to break our (ilence, and prevent it from 
becoming habitual. 

I I beg 
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I beg you, in my naine, to wilk vigour and 
It numerous progeny to our new married 
friend$, and their ladies. Continue to love 
me J pray to heaven to grant me patience; 
and believe me» till the coniummation of all 
(hings, yours, &c. 

Vicniuit Noyembor ^ 1744, 
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♦ 

J^S there is 9, chafm of (ix moaths between 
this letter, and the next to Iii^ friend Fari-^ 
nelli, we ihaU go back to his pther co]Te£> 
pondents^ in order^ as much as poiHble, t5 
let them matreh a brenftp 

The following letter, to Padre Martini^ 
is of no other importance, th^ as a record 
pf Metaftafio's frieudihip and regard fur that 
venerable aii4 worthy mufical mpnk; who 
|iad fci^t him a book of Duets for two voices, 
which w.ere af)^rwards printed, and dedicat- 
j^d to tiie late gleiftrefs dowager of Saxony^ 
They are in ealy ixM^Ked chamber %le, in 
which ai;ciei|t aad modern palfages are 
agreeably interwoven, The words wer6 
wholly fele£ij!?4 ff pm the worl^ pf tjie impe- 
rial b§rd, . 



LETTER t 

TO MA^^XINI. 

By the kind care of the worthy jiiate Pre-' 

//, the bearer of fhis lefjer, I yefterday 

found 
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found upon my harpfichord, the maftcrly 
docts of which you, reverend Sir, have done 
mc the honour to make me a prefent. Our 

young female compoler executed them all 
immediately 9 one after the other, with the 
afliftance of a fecond voice* And we have 
concluded, that they will long remain fob- 

je6ls of ftudy for her, and of delight to me : 
ib much do we admire them at preient* I 
am extremely obliged to you, not only for 
this gift, but for your partiality to my 
rhymes ; and am anjcious for an opportunity 
pf manifefting with what finccre and pcrfcft 
efteem I h^ve the honour to be, &c. 

Viemia, March 1764. 



About this time. Padre Martini^ in writ- 
ing his hiftory of mufic, being in want of a 
S. in the Imperial library, at Vienna, 
applied to Aletaftafio to procure him a tran» 
fcript of it ; and the following letter is an 
anfwer to the acknowledgments which he 
had received frorrj this good fs^ther, for h^ty* 
mg complied with his requcft. 



LET.' 
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LETTER U. 

TO PADRE MARTINI. 

Your moft obliging letter has afforded me 
a very (itigular fatisfadtion ; as I dilcover by 
its contents, that you are pleaied with the 
extrads which I had the happiiiefs to pro^ 
cure for you. Indeed I am not a little proud 
in having done a fervice to the pubhc by 
contributing my fmall ftore of materials to- 
w;u:ds the conftnidkion of your fublime edi- 
fice, Sig. MartinetZj keeper of the Imperial 
library, and his indefatigable fifter, return 
with refpe6l and gratitude, their beft com- 
pliments : and for myfelf, I beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am eager for iie w occafions to 
Ihew my readinefs in obeying your com- 
mands, and have the honour to be with the 
moil refpej6lful eileem, &c* . 

Vienna, Auguft 2, IJ^S: 

The following letter having been written 
to explain a doubtful paflage in Metaftaiio's 
Alejfandro nell* Indie^ feems worthy of a 
place here, as every difficulty in an author's 
works, ii) bcft explained by himfelf* 

LET- 
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LETTER IU4 

to NICCOLO DBLLA CHIESA, IN 

jMtY firfl dutjr^ hi fiiifWcrmg the letter witH 

ivhich you have honoured me, is to thank 
you and your illuftfiotis and enlightened 
aobility> for the partiality you fire pleafed to 
tacpfefe for my writings. The fecond duty 
IS) the ipecdy execution of your refpeSed 
commands, t fltall therefore, Ivithout ftop^ 
jiing to fay how much I think myfelf ho- 
noured by your favctorable opinioni haften to 
the bufinefs in queiiion* 

The firft opening of Alejfaniro neV Indie^ 
prefents to the fpedators ;;i view of a ruined 
camp, a flying army, and Poms in vaiii 
trying to flop their flight* He cries out to 
the fugitives to rally, and tries to ftimulattf 
courage by reproaches ; Fermativi 0 codardil 
(Stop cowards !) l ie endeavours to revive 
in them fentioieuts of noa^naaimity and for- 
titude, by reminding them, that life is nol 
worth laving by a lhameful and ignominious^ 
flight, at die expcncc of honour* Ab con Id 
fuga md jSf comfra una vita. The frightened 

foldiers 
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Ibldicrs continue to fly, without lifteaing to 
him. When Fmu dc^aarmg of being heard# 
no longer looks after his fugitive troops, lays 
to bimfelf, ahnoft ia the voice of reproach : 
to whom am 1 ipeakuig ? Why Ihould I ex- 
ped that men, ib terrified are capable of 
liftening to reafon, and of remembering the 
laws of obedience and duty } A cbi ragiom f 
Nan ha legge il timon (With whom am I 
reafoning? Fear has no law.) From this 
interpretation, you will eafiy comprehend. 
Sir, that jthe performer who reprefbnts the 
cliarader of Poms, fliould not recite the 
words A cii ragiano ? with his face tur&ed 
towards the fugitive foldiers, but to him- 
ielf, or (Jrm, theatrical itcemje) to the 
audience, and never iu a commanding toiije : 
biH rather in that of amaa who blames him* 
lelf for having made afruitlefs attempt. 

I am extremely fortunate that this diipute 
has occafioned me the honour of your com- 

maadflib and Ihn^e that my ready obedience 

will obtain for me the continuance of that 
lartiaUty with which I am £> much fiattered«» 

Viennn, June 24s 1764^ 

This year, Metaftafio refumed and finiihed 

his correfpoudence with &i^mra AccarigL 

4 Hf 

N 

I 
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He had fent this lady a copy of his new 
opera of Egeria, written for the coronation 
of Jofeph (the late Emperor) King of the 
Romans, and fet by tiaffe ; and having re- 
ceived a letter of thanks for his prefent, the 
. following is the poet's reply. 



L E T T E R IV. 

TO SIGNO&A LIVIA ACCA&IGI. 

Whbk I had the honour^ madam, to 

fend you my Egeria^ I had no other intention 
than to remind you of my efteem and re« 
Ipeft; but my meireager having exceeded 
her commiffioni I perceive that Ihe has ex* 
afted from your pohtenefs, an excefs of gra-' 
titude, and obliging exprelfions. The merit 
of having procured me inch enviable advan- 
tages, will render me more indulgent to ther 
frailties of my fortunate commiffary. I fliall 
n6t exaggerate to you, madam, the vftnitf 
excited in a poet by the approbation of a 
mufe; pn the contrary, I ihall carefully 
avoid meddhng with a fubjecl fo perilous^ 
Continue^ moft illuftrious lady, with your 
laudable application to do honour to your 
- - fex. 
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fex, by ftirnlfliiiig new motives of admira* 
tion» in the midA of which I entreat you 
never to forget the conflant cftcem, and fin- 
cere relped with which I am and ever fliall 
remain. &c. 

Vienna^ O^ober 49 1764* 



Metailaiio's fame at this time, was fo 
great, and extenfive, not only as a dl^matic 
poet, but as a man of learning, tafte, and 
genius; that his opinions were eagerly 
ibught on fubje&s of hterature, by critics^ 
ambitious of being his correfpOndents, in all 
parts of £urope. It is poiiible, perhaps, for 
a man of learning, ftudy, and natural acu* 
men, to be a good critic of the works of 
others, without genius for producing origi- 

. nal works themfelves, fimiiar to thoie which 
they are able to cenfure: as was the cafe 
with Longinus, Bentley, BoiTu, and others s 
yet ftill, ceteris paribus^ the opinion of prac- 
tical poets, and pradUcal artifts of every 
kind, will have more weight in the fcale of 
criticilin, than thofe of mere theoriils. 
The following letter, the only one in the 

' collection, to the lame perfon, feems to con* 
tain-Metaftafio's poetical creed* 

VOL. II. X L E 
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L E T T E R V. 

TO SIO. O. OOMENICO OIOOATI.. 

If I had been able to gratify my wiflt^ • 
you would noty Sir^ have^ waited fo long for . 
this anfwcr to your letter. But it very fel- 
dom happens, my much rcfpe&ed friend, 
that I am a free agent. A lafting feries of 
focial duties and friendly offices, always re-* 
quired and always inevitable, cruelly de- 
prive me of that leifure, which the uncer- 
tainty of my health, and the duties of my, 
employment would now and then, perhaps, 
allow me to dedicate to fbme genial ftudy 
'and ufeful inteii'courfe, with tboie very few 
quos aquus amavit Jupiter. The profit and 
pleafure which I derive from your letters^ 
would oblio^e me to deferve them more fre- 
quently by the pun6hiality of my anfwers : 
and if I am fometimes obliged, much againft 
niy inclination, to ncgled our correlpondence, 
the lofs I fuilain by it, Ihould entitle me 
rather to pity th^n pardon. I ought here,' 
before all things, to proteil againft the e^ceii 

of 
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of your partiality for me; but the merely 
repeating what you fay, even with a view 
to combat it, is extremely dangerous. The 
vanity of poets haa.iio.occaiion./ojr incite- 
ments ; its pci rualioas are but too ieducing, 
and in't)rcter -that my moderation may- pre* 
Ici vc a due equilibrium, I muft not expofe 
myfelf to fuch powerful temptations, -Let 
me therefore haflen to anfwer your cjuef- 
ti6ns« 

' 1 coufefs that free eloquence would have 
had an equal ihare of my attention with 

that which is conhncd to meafure ; but del^ 
tined to be numbered among the inie^ of 
ParnalTus, it has not been in my power to 
divide my time equally between them* I 
have frequently attempted fome profe pro- 
dudion', between my poetical occupations^ 
yet always analagous to^my trade; but ^ 
obliged by fovereign conunands to return to 
the ^iiia and the lyre, the parenthefis has 
/ been (o long, that when I went back to my. 
interrupted labours, 1 found the metal which 
I had left in fufion and ready for the mould, 
fo chilled, that I was obliged to abandon it« 
And finding in myfelf lefs patience for run- 
ning back after difiipated ideas, than courage 
for new enterprifes, I became ib diflatisfied 

X 2f and 
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fllid difgufted with ray attettipts^ that T 
totally diicoiitmued them. However, theie 
attempts, or rather abortions, perhaps, ftill 
cxiHy in a diiperfed and coniuled ilate 
among my loofe and uieleis papers, like the 
Sybil's leaves, diliipated by the wind ; but in « 
pure oeconomy of my little credit, I (hall 
take care that they do not lurvive me («); 
efpcclally if one day or other (which I can 
hardly hope) I do not get leilure fuihcient to 
put them ill fomc decent order. The only 
labours which, in delpite of the bulkin, I have 
ever been able to terminate, are fome lliort 
ob/ervations on the tragedies and comedies - 
of the Greeks (p). But* thcfe obfervations, 
befides the want of ampiihcation and correc- 
tion from the errors of hafte, are only tools 
of my workihop, and no leis through my 
own dcfcclo than, the nature of the fubje£l, 

(n) The poet was fincere in this declaration : for neither 
thefe Obfervatims^ his Extra& from ArtftotlisArt ofPoetry^ 
nor his trandation of Horace's Jr$ Poetica^ with noteSi 
appeared tiU after his deceafe. 

(o) Thefe, and ftledt letters &c. by Mctaftafio, whidl 
will be further mentioned Jicrenfter, are now printing ait 
Vienna, fcoca the original MSS. which the publiflier has 
obtained front MniemifiUi Marianne Mart%n*9y the poet's 
cleve and cxccuuix, \i\ three volumes, and in three dirJbr- 
ent furms^ t9 fuit the i<Lit Paris and V^cnetim editions. 

3 in 
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In want of that kind of alluring eloquencc^ 
which feduces the reader. And therefore,^ 
ufeful only to myfelf, they alpire at no pub- 
Uc approbation- 

As to xny private letters, they never feem* 
s ed to me to merit the trouble of being regif- 
tcred* However, for fome years back, a 
fiudious young man (^), and a lover of our 
language, has been tranfcribing as an exer- 
cifc, fuch as the ihortnefs of the time on 
port- days would allow, and has already col- 
Icded. a greater number than I wiftied; but 
I am very certain that he will never abufe 
my confidence, by ungratefully violating the 
ejyprefs order which I have given him not to 
publiih them. And here, according to your 
requeft, you have a mofl: minute account of 
my profaic applications^ 

Your fecond requeft, that I would pro- 
nounce between the merit of Ariosto and 
Tasso, is too difRcult a talk for the limits of 
my faculties. You know, Sir, with what 
tumults the Parnaifus of Italy was agitated, 
when Godfrey firft attempted to diipute tha 

primacy with Orlando^ of which he had 

if) This was the couniellor-and keeper of the Imperial 
library, Sigmr Gsuftffg Mgrtinetz^ elder brother to the 

abov<J lady. 

■ X3 ju% 
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juill/ been Jfo long in poffeflion* ' You know 
alfo how the preft groaneil witiiihe 'tifisiefe - 
labours of your Pellegrinis, RoJ^f '^Sahiatis^ 
l.Sind a hundred other chafriplohs 'W'<j6th 
fides. You likewife know, that the pacific 
Orazio Ariofto^ the 'defcendanf 6i i^o'd&^Oy 
vainly endeavoured to reconcile fhe comba- 
tants, telling tfiem that the poems 6f thrift 
' two divine bards were of a fbecies lb diiFer- 
cnt, that they admitted of no parallel | that 
Tor(iua£o had determined never to lay do\yA 
the trumpet, and had in a marvellous man- 
ner, adhered to iiis refolution ; that Lodovi^* 
co*s defign was to delight his readers witft a 
'Variety of ftyle, mixing in a pkafant manner 
with the heroic, the jocofe, and the feftive, 
and had wonderfully fucceeded. That the ' 
firft had dcmonftrated the magic power- of 
],art, the other the felicity of unreArained 
nature ; that both had juftly acquired the 
applaufe and admiration of the public ; and 
that both had arrived at the fummit of poeti- 
cal glory, but by different roads, and with- 
out intentional rivalry. You cannot in 
i^rt, be ignorant of the more brilliant than 
lolid diftindlion : that Tasso is the beft 
poetj but Ariostq the greateft. Now, 
knowing all 'this, how can yon imagine^ that 
I • Ifliould 

♦ 
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.1 ^uld-ventufeto arrogate tq myfelft fuf« 

ficient authority to reiolvc this queilion, 
.which after {6 many obftinate literary con« 
flifis, ftill remains undecided i However, 
if it is not aUowed me in fuch ftrifes to fit 
fro tribunali^ I may, at leaf!:, be permitted 
to relate, biftorically, the effects, which I 
m^^el^ have exDerienced in reading thele 
gre^t poets. When I firft began the fludy 
of literature, I found the world divided into 
parties. . That illyxiirioxis; Lycatm^ into which 
I had the good fortune to be received, fol- 
lowed that of the Homer of Ferrara, and 
with that excefs of fervor, which ufually ac- 
companies fuch contefts* In order to fecond 
my poetical inclination, my mafter recom- 
mended to me the perufal and imitation of 
Ariosto ; judging his free and natural ftyle 
to be more likely to feed and fertili^i&p ge^iust 
than the fervile regularity (as they called it) 
of his rival. I was periuaded by authority ; 
rand the infinite merit of the writer, occu- 

.pied me afterwards to fuch a degree, that 
not iatiated with fever^l perufals, I was in- 
duced to learn a great part of Orlando by 
- heart ; and woe to the bold man who dared 

. affert that Ariofio could have < a rival, or 
that he was not wholly immaculate ! I met 

X4 with 
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witbAieads^ howe ver, who tii order to feduca 

me, recited from time to time Ibme of the 
fiiieft paflages of the Jerufakm delroerei^ and 

I found mjlcU extremely attected and de- 
lighted by them ; but faithful to my fed, I 
deUiled this complacence, and regarded it 
as one of thofe finful iaclinations to which 
corrupt human nature is prone, and whicli 
it is our duty to correal : and in this opinion, 
I pafled all thofe years in which our judg- 
ment is the mere imitation of others* At 
length, arrived at that period in which we 
begin to combine our own ideas, and weigh- 
ing them in the fcales of juftice, yet more 
from fatiety and a deiire of change, than 
hopes of pleafure and profit, I read yerufa^ 
km delivered* It is now impoffible for me 
to defcribe the extraordinary revolution 
which this perulal occaiioned in my mind. 
The fpedacle, which I faw as in a pidure, 
prefenting at one view a great and hngle 
a6lion, clemiy propofcd, condudled in a 
mufterly manner, and perfectly completed ; 
the variety of events which produced and 
mricbed it, without confufion; the magic 
6S- a ftyle that is always clear, iublnnc, and 
Ibnorous ; always ennobling the moll comr 
mon and humble objccU ; ihc \ igour of the 

colouring 
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c^mting ' VirtfS^ which the author compares 

and delcribcs ; the. deducing evidence wkh 
wiirich he narrates, and perfilades ; the truth 
and confiftence of tl;ie ciiaratters, the con- 
nexion of" ideas, the learning, judgment, 
and above all things, the wondeFful force of 
genius, which inftead of being exhaufted, 
as generally happens in labours of long con-' 
tiniiance, is marvelloufly encreafed to the 
- laft verfe of the poem ; all thefe circumf 

fiances filled mc w iili a new delight, 4 
repedlful admiration, a lively remorfe iot 
my obfliiiatc irijuflice, and an inplacable 
anger agaiiift thofe who imagined Ariofio to 
be injured, merely by comparing him with 
^a£o. Not but that I ftill fee in him fome 
flight marks of human imperfeflion. But 

who can be iaid to be exempt from them ^ 

Can his great predecelfur? If Tajfo ^bmt*- 
times difpleaiee by too much labour and 

ftudy, Ariojlo as fretjuently oifeiids by too 

little* If you would expunge from the one 

ja few. mean conceits, below the dignity of* 
his own mind, you would as readily part* 
with incidents, in the other that are too pro- 
• fligate and indecent for tho piablie ^eyts-i. and 

\i we Ihould wifli for Icfs rhetoric in Godfray^ 

^mourous tendein^^is of Orknd^f yrc^A^ 
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«%ivj&:iiS: ip^ch -mocfiLi^leaJ^^ if it. were more 
^ natural. V^rum operi in longo fas ejl obre^gre 
:,fomnim^ and it would be a malignant and 
pedantic vanity to point out witii fe verity the 
'Utd^e fpots ia two fuch bright luminaries^ 
quas out incuria fudit^ out bumana parum 
, pimt naturan All this, you will iky, does 
fiot anfwer your queftion. You wifh to know 
exaflly, and clearly-, to which of the two 
you fliould affign the pre-eminence ? I have 
already, my dear Sir, refpe&fuUy declared 
iny utter repugnance to fudi a daring deci^ 
. fion I and in mere obedience, have difdofed 
. to you with the utmoft fincerity, in my own 
way. the emotions which each of thefe di- 
vine poets' has ^ocacfioned in my mind. If all 
this does .not fufficet take the following 
refult of a late examination of rpyfcif upon 
the fbbjed. If our good father Apollo, in 
- oftentation of his power, were ever caprici* 
'oufly lo relblve on making me a great poet, 
and commanded me openly to confefs^ which 
4^f^th0>two bards I moft wiihed to refenadble, 
1 fcould certainly hefitate in the choice ; yet, 
':^ferhap6 my native love of (urder, exaditude, 
and lyAem, irk^ould at length incline xi\e to 

, To 

* 
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To what a length has my prattle extend* 
'*a ! Btifc I Mil hot^le^d myfelf with 
faults." You have drawn this on yourfelf, no 
ic& by your conamaudSy and the love and 
efteem which I bear you, than by that eager- 
nels which I ever have to converfe with you, 
ancj to which you have now fupplied jne 
with fo fruitful a fiibjeft. This effay, how- 
ever, Ihould not alarm you. My intention 
from the beginning, circumfianced as I atn, 
necelfarily obliged me to ipeak with difcre-^ 
tion. Continue to gratify me with ydur 
Aifedion^ and to believe me moft truly yours. 

Vienna, 06lobcr lO, 1764. 



. ' Chronology has hitherto determined the 
^tratigemeiit of Metaftafio's conefpondonce ; 
but with the preceding difcuflionof the merits 
of « the two great epic poets of Italy, the fol-* 
lowing JLetters feem to conneft, as branches 
of the fame river. They fliall therefore piiriiie 
their courfe, and leave iome previous letters 
behiod, for future infertion. To know the 
principles upon which this charming writer 

-biUttt his fame^^ muft gratify the ontkAtyj 
even of thofe who perule his works for «iere 
Amuiement^ but to others, who intereft 

th^mlelv^s 
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tliemfelves in the cultlvatioa of the muucal 
drama, either as poets or compofers, they 

mav afford liiflrucUun. 

L E T T E R VI, ' ^ 

TO THE CHEVALIER DE CHASTELLUX^ 

AT LANDAU. 

• * 

You were not miftaken. Sir, when you 
imagioed that the peni&l of your [learned 
and philofophic^l little treatife, upon tie 
imm of nm^ and poetry^ would furprife 
me. This effay is fufEcient to manifeft 
the extent of your acute, exaA, and found 
judgment ; as well as the folid, unpedantic 
pultivatioQ of youF happy talents. There is 
IK> Italian, or at leail noi^e that is arrived at ' > 
my knowledge, who has hitherto penetrated 
in his meditations fo near the primary fource 
of that lively and delicate pleafure, which 
the fyftepa of pur mufical drama produces, 
^d which it is c^p^hle of producing ftill 

(f ) Alqarotti's SaggU itW opira m Mufca^ PiA- 

NELLI, deWopera in Mufica^ Arteaga Riyolutioni 
(kl Teatrq Muficale ^ ba4 not tbeii appei^r^d. 

Tits 
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jThc true, ingenious, and minute ana* 

lyfis which you have given of the Rbytb'» 

mus or vocal period in our airs ; the clear and 

mafterly manner in which you have de- 

fcribed the ncceliity of not loading or dif- 

guifing the principal ftibjeft of thefe, with 

unneceffary ornaments, availing yourfelf of 

the new fimile of the naked figure^ of which 

the limbs ought to be diicoverable tlarough 

all the pomp of drefs; the tranfitions which 

you have dcfcribed in pafling from fimple 

recitative, to accompanied, by imitatmg the, 

natural progreis of the paffions ; tliefc, and 

other paflages of your learited difiertatioft 

(which I pals over in order to avoid tran- 

Icribing the whole Book) are luminaries not 

only valuable for their own fplcndor, butftill 

more, for the immenfe territory which they 

dilcover to thole who know how to avail 

* 

themfelves of them in more diftant voyages. 
I congratulate } ou fii^cerely oil your fuccefs; 
and from myfelf, as an Italian and an author, 
you are entitled to a double portion of thanks* 
Yet, extremely jealous of the partialitjj of fb" 
' enlightened a judge, as a poet, I fliould have 
wilhed, that our poetry ihould nothave'hadto 
envy the too great favour which you bcftow 
«n your muiic ; as I am alarmed at finding you 

regard 



I 



Ttg^rA^iai as the principal obje£i of a drama; 

and attiibuting Us advaucement to the part- 
nerflupv between th^m being totaffy ii^IveJ^ 
Believe me, moft refpefte J Chevalier, when^ 
evet-mufic aipires at the pre-eminence over 
poetry in a drama, flie dcftroys both that and 
heriiblf. It would be too great an abfurdity 
for the cloaths to diipute the fuperiority 
with the peribn for ^hom they are made* 
1 know by daily experience, that my own 
draaoaa are much more certain of fncce& in 
Italy, when declaimed by comedians, than 
when Atng by muficians (r). Now it is to 
he proved, whether the moft exquifitc muiic 
of an opera, would fucceed if detached from 
the words. Airs which are ftiled bravura^ 
of which^yoQ condemn the too frequent ufe^ 
coniUtute the whole force of our mufic^ 

(r) When and where the dramas of our Author had 
been iQ fuccefsfuUy decUimedy without Mufic, previous to f 
this period, I know not ; but in the year 177O1 wbea X 
vifited the principal cities of Italy, in fearch of informatioa 
on every thing that <:oncerned Mufic and TTieatres* I 
heard of no fuccefsful dramatic reprcfentations, without 
Mufic* I make no doubt but that the afTertion of the good 
Metailafto, .was well founded; but if hia dramas had 
been better received in Italy, without Mttfic dian with) it ' 
muii have bwca at a period pr4;viou3 to my aiiival ui tliai 
country. ^ ^ ^ 

which 
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which is trying to detach itfelf from poetry^ ^ 
In fuch airs^ no attention is paid to charac^ 
ter, fituatioOf feelixig, feufe or reaioii; and 
merely olientatious of its own poorer of imi- 
tating violins and nightingales^ it has only . 
been able to communicate that ].ilea(lire which 
ariicj, from furprife; aiid of acquiring the 
• fame applanie which is juftly beftowed oh a 
rope-dancer, or a tumbler, who is able, by 
tricks arid dexterity, to iurpafs common 
expe£iation. Modern mufic, proud of fuch 
fiiccefs, . has daringly rebelled againft poetry > 
and negledling true expreflign, and regard- 
ing all attention to words, as a downright 
llavery, has indulged herfelf, in fpite of 
common fenfe, iti every kind of caprice and 
extravagance ; making the theatre no longer 
refbuiid with any other applaufe, . thau that 
of thefe arte di bravura j with the vain in- 
tindatiou of which, {he has haftened her own 
dilgrace ; after having, by her mad rebellion^ 
iirA occafioaed that of the miferably lacer - 
rat€d, disfigured, and ruined drama .(^)- 

Pleafares . 

m 

(i) U (I cannot help repeating) thirty years ago^ Me* 
^aftafio was tired amd diigufted with the abufe of executiottf 
commonly called hratmra^ in vocal Mufic, what would 

he fay now? The evil has ceruiniy had a mo fl rapid 

increafe 
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Plealurcs which are unable to gratify the 
mind, or touch the h^art, are of (hort dura^ 
tion ; for though men corporally fulFer them- 
felves tq be eaiily captivated bv unexpected 
mechanical fenfations, they do not for ever 
renounce their reafonmg fficulues. In ihprt, 
this vicious tafte is at prefent indulged to 
fiich an intolerable excefs, that I ihall either 
ibon confent that this fugitive fervant iliall 
be placed anew \inder a tutorefs, who can 
fb well embelliffi her, or elfe, entirely fe- 
parating mulic from dramatic poetry, let 
poetry content herlelf with her own native 
melody, fuch as good po^ts never fail to 
furnifli ; and let the other be employed in 
tuning the various voices of a chorus, in re- 
gulating the harmony of a concert, or guid- 
ing the /leps of a dance, but without ever 
again putting on the buikint / 

increaib iiitce this letter was written ; fi>r now Icaroe any 
odier excellence (as fome iMfik it) Is afpired at^ but rapim 

^iity^ and fplitting notes into halves . I ndeed, the diatonic fcale 
is in danger of being as entirely loft, and its cxiftence dis- 
puted (particularly in pieces fpr keyed-inftruments) as the 
Enharmnk ginus pf the stncient Greeks* £v€n time or 
RHYTHM) the W ir£» of the Greeks, and tSi Icnfe of re- 
gular and exact meafure, feem in equal danger from the 
cxceffivc ufe of the modern refinement called rallen. 

TAMOOr 

I fliouW 
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itlbcFtiiid mdA fbon be tired of reaibning 
With you, Sir j on this luhjeft ; but, my nc-. 
ise&ry aTMOLtions, roi^ iae of all leifure for 
]pkaiures of this kind; therefore hopuig, by 
toy. obedieace^ to have merited in fbme de- 
jgree.the continuance of that favourable pro* 
penfity n^lth which ydu hkv^ hitheftaho'- 
houxed met ualbiicited, I r-emain, deeply ka^ 
. jjaceied with gratitqde and i^fped^.Sir, &:c* ' 

Vicntl^ July 15^ 1765; 

L E l*. T E R YH. 

TO TH£ SAME CH£VALX£R« At PARIS* 

• 

If I had a few Olympics lefs on my 
j!houlde^s> the ftrength, tcjlrhing, eloquence^i 
aitid grace, with which you have defended 
the caufe of mufic in your Idft letter^ ,woUld 
have induced me to abandon every other 
employment for the ihidy of that ait« But 
in our timei a man would liot be regarded 
with great revermce^ who had alwajrs- a 
Lyre m his hand, fis was the cafe formerly 
m Greece, wh^ it was deemed an prna* 
ment, not only to poets, but . philoiophers 
Wnd kingsi HoWiever, it. is a great conibla- 
tion to me, for my iafufficiency, to' perceive 

VOL* II. Y that 
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of which lam very ambmows, as -the jxroft 
iblid fuppoit af my opuikass* Wearc^ tbcm 
fore, periedly agreed in regarding muficaaai]^. 
ingenkws, admkaUe^ ilelighlibW^ocbsntf e&; 
capable of produciiig wonders by ber&I^ 
and, when accompanied by poetry, txA 
willing to make a good ufe of her immenfe 
richcS} able not only to awaken -and esspttA 
her imitations, but to illuftrate and entorcc 
every emotion of the human heart. 

But at the fame time, may we not agree 
to confefs, that, at preient, the profeifors df 
this charming art, are guilty of enormous 
abuies ; making a (enfelefs ufe of their ie<» 
ducing powers of execution, out of time and 
place : often imitating the fury of a tempeft, 
when they ought to exprefs the tranquillity 
oT a titlmi and the riotoiis joy of the Baccia, 
inftead of the humble grief of the Troades^ 
ot^uppHcaots (t). Hence, the bewildered 
audieiK^^j affeded at the fame time by pa(- 
fiohs in ^^f^ i»iific^ fo opposite to thofe of the 
poetry, which, inftead of affifting, confound 
e&chLdthef,* caA follow neiAer ; btt-is-rc^ 

(t) Thcfe are al! Tragedicf , of EtruMDi;s: Tte 

Bacchanah, the Trojan Dames, and the ^ppli- 
cants* ♦ • . - 

I duce4 
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^fldi to the maw intc^nfucaL plAifuro 

which arifes from harmonical proportions, 
and I the 'Compafa and Bfplitj. o£ a. w<Hulccful 
yoke. 

I oould forgive, a compoier iiackan into* 
lerablc abufe, if the relburces of his art were 
jfei^ir ;. npr would the impatience for diipia^** 
ing thofe few reiources on all occaiions be & 
fir9*ag^ I iwt» as t^e i$ no hutnan paiQioa 
which cannot be feelingly exprefled^ and 
marvellouily. embeUiihed by this baaxitiful 
art, in wayd iDmumerable, why fhould fiicli 
WWfon^ inf\}}t$ upan.reaibu .be fufieredi^ 
Now you fee, Sir, that I am equally partial 
to mufic with yourfelf ; and however I may 
d«^ft the prefent dramatical mufic, I only 
mean to fpeak of our own modern 
who disfigure it» 

. But a much more efficacious motive for 
coniblation is afforded me, by the fiuaiiUarity 
wMch your lafl: letter difcovers you to have 
had with the Greek T^heatre. Afymfy^ty 
that infurcf concord ii^ g^ir opipionSf ^ 

Yo^i. have before .l|«kr9fj#y;l*<^^^ 
tiiat^the prim4/,ve fetters of ^T^agfdji iu 
order to furniih mufic with opportunitiies 
di^laying its beauties, and to vary the e^i- 
preiSon^ Ibmetimes changed in the mouths 

y 2 ' of 
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df 'the dk^aM&en the ufiiat fxudbks into Am'* 

p^fts, aud trochees ; nor has it efcaped you 
tkat'the^peiibiiaged thedbi^vas (uh^ aloac^ 
with each other, arid in dialogue with 
the^ chorus, StropbiSy Ant^&pbiS^ and 

£/>5^j ; meaiiires which naturaUy require 
that ^cies of mufic which we naW atpply 
to air, and which you iu a mallerly man- 
lier h^ve called periodical : hence, by a 
ceflhry coufequence, you will conclude, that 
inilatterkig the effeminate ears of the . au- 
dience wither/!?///, we have, doubtlcfs, illuf- 

1^u8 sbicieot a^id great authority^ both iot 
Mir and Rgcitathe^ no leis thaa the Rfomans 

ibi? their Caraka^ and Diveriia* Nor is thd 
Greek appellatiou of Strop&e a flight proof of 
die high delcent of airs: as both the learned 
and common people, with us, call the nca^ 
rious metres of our Airs and Canzoitt, by no 
other ti|le* 

Imagiiae .iiot. Sir, that your.e^iCtrtatioUfi^ 
are. Ibi^tten* You- wiib, tlisit as^ ttefe a 
repukltc of letter^^ there ihould be a repubtii 
ff 2iri^ ;'aiidy€oiiieqtieiitly, that poetry, mu^y 
ai^^he. other fifters, ftould live amicabljf 
; Cogether,-itr perfe^ind^nden«ier > Fot my 
own part, tp confe6 the truth, I afn no ^e- 
pubHaftn*.' I-ct^m^gtve ihis form of gc'oim^ 
ment the pr^erence, begaufe it boafls o/^ hfving^ 

virtue • 



Digitized by Google 



( 3 *5 ) 

9 

m 

mrtue'inly f6rttsfypp^f:' ft appears to ine^ 
thai all forms are fubjeSt to deJlruSlive in^ 
Jihnities^*^ t am feiuet)i by the veneraife ex'- 
ample of /upreme paternal authority ; nor has 
the axiom\ that the mojl Jmple and uncom^ 
pounded machines are the mojl perfe^ and du^ 
raHe^ ever been confuted. However, there is 
no conccifioa which I would not make, to 
coincSle with your fentiments. 1 am there* 
tore ready, lince you will have it fo, to be- 
i6bme a republican. But you know that the 
moft jealous of ali republicans^ the Romans, < 
periuade4 of the advantage of authority 
waited in one pcrfon, during times of diffi- 
culty, ele6ted a Di£^ator ; and that, when it 
was erroaeoufly thought expedient to divide 
this abfolute authority between Fabius and 
Minucius, they ra^ a grcc^t rift of ruiaiao; 
|jie ftate. 

The produ£iion of a drama, ia which all 
(he fiae arts concpr, is an extrenie difficult 
cnterprife. Thefe, as much as pofhblc to 
fecure fucQ^fs, agr^ to eleifi g DnSta^or. 
Does mufic afpire at this liipreme magiltra- 
ture ? Let it by all me^ns -jje grafted to her* 
But in that cafe, (he muft take upon hcrlclf 
the choice of the fubje^t; conduS of the 
fable, muft determine the number of per- 
Ip^iag^s (o be iiUro4uce4 ; the ch^r^^ters, 

V ^ ^id 
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4©:^atioi^^^u4tbeii bjr ..melodies ^ 

tj^f ^ fhaU fuit all thf^ ..4^^igi^' . Now, -i£ 
Ip^^lgJe(^^s to do t|u^ on accqi^it^of. U|c, 
ijljj[iicrou6 i^culties ueceffaiy ta- the perfect 
tUMikpf a 4r^i1^9 tbe only icieiice 'Wiuoh ^ 

^ollcfles being that of Ibuadj ihe. leaves tl^ 

diciatojT^ipi to whom ever /basr tbem 

and ia the imitation of Miqucius, (he wjlU, 
qpniSsfs herfdf unable at pnce to command 
and to obey. On the other hand| if jpotitrj, 
ihould only be allow^ the title • o£ occa^^ 
fional fervant, (he miifl inevitably become a. 
rj^Uious repuiJican* 

I know that there is ia^ France, a tbcatrci 
diftinguilhed by the name of Lyric, where^ . 
becaiiie the dramas are fung, you imaguie 
the, fupremacy naturally belongs to mofic^ 
1^% this circumilance never conftituted 
aj^E^ng |h(d ancients a diftin& theatre. OS 
6* iieceflary coallituent parts of Tra.'- 
gedvy ^blbt is, among lihofe which are not 
^^e|y^ npoca^oaal, but which are neqeifary 
ihrpi|g|if>iit a pi^ce, fuch as, the ^fiMj eka^ 

ra^lersy eloquence^ Jpeeqbesj and decorathmj^ 
^iftptlc, m^ons, thougli in the.Jaft place, 

And 
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public^ and be clearly underftogd, witho\lf 
devstdng, eiyfomngatMiiu&^tiagllie voie«^ 
much more than in common ipeech. And 
this augme^itation of voice, requires an art 
tdregulate its proportions; othejwife founds 
would be produced tliat are ill modulated, 
difiigreeablc, and often ridiculous. This art 
is no other than that of Muiic, io uece&rj 
to thofe who addrefi themfelves to a diftant 
audience, that when the performers can pro« 
cure none from artifts deftined to compofe 
it^ they are obhged to form a natural me* 
fody for themfelves, under the title of de- 
clamation. But ftill, if a real diftin^oo: 
ihould be made between a mufical theatre, 
and a piay-houie, tliough both dramatic ; 
if to the former ihould be affigned the dif^- 
tindl attribute of Pindar, Horace, and their 
Mlowers, the rights of mufie would not 
acquire greater weight. If in this Lyrie 
theatre, an afiion is reprefented, if a-faUe 
is Interwoven and unravelled, if there ar^ 
p^fimages and <^hMra^b • to 4>» fuppoHe^ 
mufic is in the houfe of anothQr> and c^nddf 
b6^<5alted'Aemiftrefs. 'A v.r.. x \^ ..v.^^-^ 

" But 1 am obliged, moft worthy Sir, to 

finifli ; which I ihould nqt have been'kblli 

\ • • /- 

Y 4 lo. 

• 
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1p ioonXo^: fnch 16 the profit rand plea^i 
6^ ,l,ii^pi,ms the ir^Q . cooui^uxucat^ 
loif lihoughts, tp a pcrien kajmed, Teailmf* 

and ia.j^ajraaJ't^ you ixiamfi^ ysmti^ii 
lowardB me ; 4id not my iodlfpcnfible dutio^ 
c^U.iAe to other labours. ]£ ever thfi>^ ihQuJ4 
^Ifew-me fufficient Icifure to arrange my 
aUJ«u^s.frotn the poetics of Ariilotle, .^s^hich 
I have long been meditating, I ftiall then 
jC^Qmnuiaicate the various obfeirations.wiiici} 
I haves made,- for my own private infthidiDn^ 
^ipQD aU the Greek dramatifts, and; tholo 

which tlie experience of half a century, 
without the merit of any pecoUac peripicai 
city, ought to have fuggefted to me. But 
pn coiidition, that the fame thing ihaU> not 

happen to this letter as to the fivll whicl^ 

I addreilbd to you : I mean the being 

printed, without my coufent (i^). Tiie 
. opsnion which I appofe to the reigning 
tafte, however juft and unanlwcrable, \vil| 
liever t>i& admitted >yithout contention ; and 
to contend, my dear Chevalier, is a bufuief^ 
t^:whic)r/I am not iocUned by temperament, 

(u) Metaftatio's former letter in reply to the Cheyalier 
Chaftellux, was ftrft printed in the GaxetU iiteraire, 
Paris, and afterwards publiihed in the Dutch Edit of that 

" * gualified 
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qvialified by praftice, fitted by fituation, or a 
^illingnefs to beftow ti;^n it that leifiire-feir 
Which' I have fo great occafion. It is a bufi- 
liefs ia which you muft have obferved, that 
the moft clafrlorous difputes, and moft learned 
^biirrdities, pafs forrealou; and is, ixi ihort^a 
tWide which ufually degenerates into abilfe^ 
^nd wliich either rec|uiFes too much forbear* 
toce to ftiflfer, o? too ihuch foirrility to retumj 
I know not how to quit you ? but my augvift 
fitiA - venerated Soyereign, froitf eaiceis ii 
clcAiency, not being yet tired of my nuga 
fonofa, fends me liaftily to Parnafibs, imi I 
mufl reiinquifh every thing elfe to obey her : 
thus in deipite of Horace, who Ihouts ii| ^ 
fny ear; '■■■■fur) 

'bolve fenejcentem mature Janus equum^ ne ' ^ 
Pecctt ad txtrmum ridenduSf it tUa diuat, ^ 
Loofe from the r^pid Car yodr aged K&rie^ - ^ ^ "t f i 
' Left in the race derided, left behind, ' "/'."i 

jifi drag bis jaded limh5| aod budt has wioiL 

' - '•-■tTi'-n^S' ^^^^ 

I am^ with due (^fpe&^ &c*/ ■ v ^ ornino:) oi 

^ >^ I U.\ Vienna, January 14, 1766. 

The t^Q precediiig letters %qtht^Qf}tvaJiet 

Chajiellux leem to require a commentary. 
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i^S'thejr Ji6late to a iftuiical <JohtrdVerfy, not 

generally known in Engla^d« - - 
'^^cf 'Chevalier de Chi^Uux,' wad - ao 
officer in the French guards, when he pikh^ ! 
liflied ^is ingenious Effkj a^ the umn of poetry 
'0nd mufic f'^J' He was afterwards advanced 
to the rank of Brigadier-genefal^ and fervc^d 
with great zeal and adivity on the fide of 
tHc Americans, in the late war. Previous to 
which, he had diftinguifhed himjfelf fo much 
in literature, and tafte in the fine alt^^ ihi^t^ 
in -1^75, he was received intp the French 
Academy. 

. His E£ay^ of which he had fent a copy 
to Metaftafio, was the cotifeqtienc^ of ^' 
voyage into Italy, where he feems to have 
adopted an exclufive tafte for the dramatic 
mnfic of that country, as Rouflcau had done 
before* Indeed, he adopted (bme of Rouf^ 
feau's ideas upon mufic; but, in general, he ' 
, thinks ftMr himfelf, both deeply and origin- 
ally. By his reflexions on the mufical drama, 
he notohly offended the mufici^ns o^ FrancCt 
biit the Lyric poets of every country: not 
fcriH^i^to alTert, that inan-OPKRA •^A/^^^r,'* . 
which ought to be the principal conjideration^ 
had been too long a flave tor^fyltobksvfor' 

' "(W EJal furTtmoH de k P^tfu m dt k ififymd 
< i UHay, 1765. 

fincQ 
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fmce the cuUiyatign of the Melc^drama, itwaji;:. 
found that mufip' h«id « h& awn language^ its 
uopcSf .fQet«Lphpr&, colouring, ixipv/eipeats^ 
^^fB^Sj' sM ^preBion of (entiment. 

r This iittle tra£l gave birth ;:p a Jp^g cqj^^ . 
tfoy^riy m France, in which the authoi? was. 
abetted by the jiii^ ylrnauJ^ the late M» 
m^Akmitrh the AbkiMcrelUu and M Mf^^ 
mgniiL His chi?f antagonift was the authof , 
of ^y^^^ifi on the Meh^JOramay wha^ 
loviqg f oetry better th^n muijiG, willied ta, 
£edvcA the opera tp a mere recitative , or 
mufical declamation. During tjie fubfe-. 
quent feuds bestween the. Glw^ktji$ and Pk^ 
cinif^s^ tlie opponents of the Chevalier di 
Cb^ifii^Uux enlifted with the fprmer, and.hi& 
friends w ith the latter of thefe fefls. 
^ The Eilay in queftion, is certsuv^j huiui^, 
Uating to Lyric poets ; but will only feena 
mreqiouahk^ perhaps to thepa a«ad to thofe 
who prefer declamation to fmglng. To ^ 
Qthers, the author will appear . pofielled of. 
gpod tafte, and found reafoning. Indeed he 
. wa^. the 6fil French writer, ^ter RpuijC^u, . 
who faw the merit of Metaftafio, and had a 
t^^idc^pf itaUan^muUc, and. Lyric po^tirjc. . 

de Ckajlellux^ wifhed that poets ihould- 
becom^,iftu>cijp#, .and mufiQian^ pojfts. .It 

IS 
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is not every man of wit and rhyme, who 
can write a ibng fit for any other muric thaij 
t^at of a ballad. An air to be fimple, cba- 
ra£leriftic, and impreflive, fhould have words 
to exprefs, that iliuftifate one fiugle idea^ 
whether forrowful, gay, folemn, or fportive. 
The verfe Ihould not be more regularly mea^ 
lured, or lines ending with the fame rhymes 
piore correipondent, than the air ihould be 
phrafed and lymmctric, exeept in violent 
agitation, or moments of frantic p^iiion. 

What MetaftaiiO lays of bravura^ or airs 
pf mere execution, is moH true. Thefe, and 
high notes, have of late, however, been 
made fo common, that they geale even to 
furpnfej all they ever could do.** Yet, how-* 
(Bver Metaftafio wilhed to fimphfy dr^atic - 
muiic, it was not his intention, like French 
reformers, to ftrip it of ail ornament, Intro- 
dudldry fymphonies, impaffioned divifions, 
and even a cadence^ now and then, by a great 
finger, in the ftyle of the fong he has been 
finging, ^nd as a fupplement to the melody^ 
or rather an effence of the comppfition coU 
lefted into ^ narrow compafs, he did no| 
^ifapprove? 

' In his remarks on the poetics of AriftQ- 
^t fxj^ where it appears that the aipcieqt; 

^x) To XVL p. 40. Edit, of Vqiice, 1783. 

4 4f^^s, 
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dramas, like modem operas, were entirely 
he has honoured mufic with a &roag 
and elegant eulogy. Who can doubt,'* fays 
he, of the power of mufic over the humaii 
inind ? Who has not oblerved its efFefts on 
himleli aiid others ? Who neeAs be told^ that 
our violent paAion for this art, has conneAed 
it with all huipaa a£Uons ? In the iacred 
fervice of the temple, in feftive meetings, 
/uneral pomp, and even in military fury, 
muiic has a cohfiderable fhare {y). Its power 
is felt by the moft rude and favage people ; 
the moft tender and helpleis infants attend 
to it in the cradle, and ceafe their coin* 
plaints ; the felon in the dungeon, and evito 
the flave in chains, when labouring at 
the oar, ieeks for iblace, and finds it in 

., Crura fitutntferrof fed camt ittUrif us, 

TIBULLUS* 

f * . . ■> 

Nor can compliUive Itbour check his llraiiis, 
Or the haiih rattle of his galling chains. 

' Our Bard, indeed, does not rcaion quite 
fairly, when, in ord^r to prove the lu|»eri^ 
brity of poetry to mulic, he iays, that his own 

(j) A coincidence of opinion, in fpeaking of the many 
iliffercnt purpofes to which mufic is applied, luckily hap^ 
piti/sA in the Preface to Thi Prefint State efMufie in Fr, 
jawi Jiafy^long befbrt the fiard^s Sentiments ot> the fubjedl 
toiUd be kopwa by the Autlior. 

dramas 
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dramas are well received in Italy wlieu dc^ 
cUimtd.wit/fouf mwic; bat tbat the xaaSt 
exquifite mufic which has been £et to them 
Vfwld not be equally . /avcmred wHimt 4ie 
poetry, A kind of mufic of which the grcat-r 
eft part is recitative^ would never have beea 
compofed, if words had been out of the 
queAion ; but, a Concert of mere it^ftrumitUal 
mujlcf confifting of Solos, . Duets, Triosj 
Quartetts, and full pieces, well, cooipoied^ 
and exquiiitly performed, have oftea, affords 
ed gfeat delight to an audience, without lihi^ 
afltftance of words to explain their meaniiig« 
But when there is iingiag in a .concert, who 
attends to the poetry? Or what tauhere 
to excite attention^ except the unconat^d* 
ed words of a fingle air, or the fragment of 
an opera fcene, generally in an , unknQWtt 
tongue ? If bad mufic fpoils a good dramaf 
good compofition and performance, have 
iavcd many a one that is ill written. With 
refped to the controverly between the CbevL. 
ChaftelluXf and his antagonift, the author 
the. l^raite du mdo^drarne^ I will not ven- 
ture to pronounce, that either of thefe dif*^ 
p^tants is pejrfedly right ;-or that each may 
1^ fometimes truly fay: **;Btx)ther, brothjer^ 
we are both in the wrong." .,But I wiU 

frankly 
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frankly confcfs, that I hzvc received great 
plei&irey thmigh of diifin^^tit kind$, from the 
operas of Metaftafio, on the old model, by 
JomeHi, j^ciniy Sacchini^ Sarti aad Paoiiello, 
and from thofe of Gluck on the new. The 
tNittaant and beautiful parts of the mufic ^ud 
finging ifi the One, have rendered me as cha- 
f itabk as Hiatteutiye to the reil ; while the- 
geneml and continued intereft of the other 
ja»ade me forget the beauties of iutroduc-' 
wry fymphonies, the dexterity of diffictill 
dii4fioa8, and the genius, art^ and extempore 
powered of long cloies. > - 

^ And yet, perhaps^ an interreiling drama' 
fist By ft compofer, who refpefls the 
poetry^ without iacriticing his own art and 
th^ perfermers, if fingers of the firft clafs. 
With whom the French are but httle ac-« 
^uainted, wotild be a more perfect exhibit' 
tion^ than it is poiiible ever to render au 
opera, by adhering ftricHy either tt> the'P/W 
sifij^s or G/uciifis. 

We fhall now return to Metofta(io*9 eor* 
refpondcnce with his friend Filipponi, which 
iurni(he$ with fome particulars rekfiiXNi 
to his poetical employments, and the hiftorji 
of his court dt this period, which we havi ^df 
found elfewhere. 

LET- 



of yoof letters^ which arrived during mylaW. 
voyages to ParnaiTus^ between wbioh not a 
moment was allowed me to breathei^ hid 
been left unaiilwcred. Oi thefe vojagosy ' 
and the haile with which I travelled, I ihall 
give noaccouaty leil the reixkemhraace g£ ' 
f hem ihould renew my fufFerings* ' Bm in 
examioing aU the letters which 1 was< ue»^ 
ceffitated to leave unanhvercd, I am unable 
to find yoursi; and as I am likewifcf uiiafaifli 

to accouiit for its lols, I begin to faipecl tliat 

there was no foundation for my remoffe) 

but if there had been, 1 bejieve there would 
be no occtiiQnfor^cules toyou^ wh0 hdvingf 
known me teneris ungukuiUf can read my 
hearty and wi^l therefore never fo far ukyM 
as to thiak mo^c^^le of any, dimiiiutioii 
SO afhendihip bliilt on fb (olid fbiindatibn/ 
You are no firaager iu Parnailus, and know 

how 
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how much our ideas are abforbed during 
hafty journeys thither* taken at the pleafure 
of others ; particularly thofe of a man who 
has already dirtied, with his mga canoraf 
more than ten vohimes* Not having it in 

s 

my power to Write to yoU| I have at leaf): had 

the pleafure to confign to the care of the 
elddA ibn of 6ur good Count Canak^ at In* 
ipruch, where I then was, a copy of my new 
dxama (is), t6 be tnifted to the care of ibme 
perfbn, in the fuit of the Duke of Chablais. 
IcDuld not fb eafily have forwarded it from 
Vienna, unleft by the poft, the expence of 
which being here not very difcreet, perhaps 
lefs lo at Turin, would have far exceeded the 
intriniic value of the gift. I have no doubt 
but that the Chevalier has feconded my 
wiihes ; particularly as I have not negleded 
to requeft the Countefs Louifa^ his fifter, to 
remind him of my commiiiion. Comfort 
me with good neWs of your health, and of 
that of the obliging Frieftefs^ whom I always 
modeftly embrace, as well as yourfelf. 

.P. I open my letter, which was fealed 
yefterday, before I had fcceivei the uneic* 

{%) This was ROMOLd, fet by Hajfe^ and performed be- 
foM their Imperial Majcfties at. Idipruch, oil occafion of • 
the Nuptials of the Archduke Leopold, (the late Em- 
peror,) with the Infanta Maria Louisa of Bourbon. 

VOL. II. z pelted 
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pcficd tidings of the irreparable lofs wb^i< 
we have fuiiaif|ed» by the: death of .Qvir J^agL"* 
peror and father, Francis the Firft ;,ci|;^t .W^ 
dear Iriendt it is impo^ible for you^.jto 

imagine, how truly he merited our affectionji 

and what will be the public ^d6£>latioi^ (Thjuak 
of it, and jpk/ us I 

VienmSr Aaguft 42, 176^ 



This priiice, who was in England, ^juj 
vifited Sir Robert Walpole, aC Hov^htony 
in 1734, where the fumptuous embroidered 
Velvet'-bed that wasf ptlt tip on the occafion^ 
i» fiiU called the Lorrairi*bed^ was born in 
3 708, and married to the Arch-diitcbft6 
Maria ?^^r^,after wards th^Emprefs-jJueen, 
in 1736, four years before the death of the 
Emperor Charles VX after which he dii^ 
puted the Imperial crown with Charles VIL 
which, however, he did not acqitire till 
1745, upon the deccafe of his competitor^ 
The horrors of war, at this time, defblated 
all Eui'ope ; and though the peace of Aix* 
la-Chapelle in 1 747, reftored tranquillity to 
the empire 5 yet a new war broke out in 
175^1 which was not terminated till 1763, 
. by the treaty of Hubuftmrg, ixi^ Saxony. The 

Emperor 
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jBmpefor Francis, availed himfelf of the 

happy leifurc which this peace afforded him, 
to regulate his finances, and encourage com- 
merce, fciences, and arts, in all his domi- 
nions. He died fuddenly at Injprucbj re^ 
gretted by his family and iubjefts, as one of 
the beft princes that had ever governed the 
Empire. Humanity, fay hiflorians, which 
was his principal charaS'eriftic, did not ' 
diminifli his valour, in his conflids with 
the enemies of the country over which he 
teigned ; and^ in the of Hungary and 
Bohemia, he frequently (ignalizcd himfelf 
by his bravery. If, like the Egyptian kings, 
^ this pritide had been tried by his futjeflfe 
after his deceafe, from what I was able to 
difcover of their (entiments feven years after, ; 
he would have been honourably acquitted 
of the crimes ufualiy afcribed to Monarchs, 
when death has robbed them of power,, 
splendor, and felf-defence. 

■ J 

L E T T E R IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPFONI. 

I NEVER doubted, my dear friend, of you? 
difcretion. You have too long been an in- 
habitant of my heart, to be ignorant of any 

zz of 
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of its moft inward rccefles ; and none but atl 
Utter ftrangcr to it could attribute the long 
filence for which I juilihed m} ielf in my laft 
letter, to indifFereiice* Nothing is more 
true, than that fince the firft nuptials of our 
prcfent Emperor, I have been fcrambling in 
ParnalTus, for what, after the many vifits I 
have made there, I did not dare to promise 
myfelf would be tolerated by tlie public ; fo 
that the favourable reception of my Romh 
cd Erfilia^ comforted me beyond all expecta- 
tion* Your approbation always pleafes me, 
and I am grateful for it ; but fb friendly a 
judge ftill leaves doubts of the merits of m/ 
labours. I am far more anxious (begging 
your pardon) coucermug the favour of the 
nymphs of the Dora fa) ^ of which, according 
to your affertion, 1 have reaibn to be proud* 
Thefc, unluckily, cannot, like you, be fc- 
duced by pe^fonal partiality for the author, 
and where tendemefs and affe£tion are in 
queftiou, are practical judges, much more 
competent than Ariftotle.and Plato* I have 
. li^mc ingdf^cd, oompqlitiotUy but am not yet 
allowed to commit them to your royal prefs, 
they arc written foi: the Arch-dutcheffes ; 

' j '-, : V , t. ^'^j'J' C' .('i 

(<z) A river that empties itfclf in the To, near Tii^SE 
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and have not yet been produced, nor heaveu 
Icnows^ confidering the meknchply circumr 
ftances of our court, whether they will ever 
be produced. I have like wife to inform you, 
that I have been obliged to write a long 
^erenata for th^ nuptials of the Prince of 
Afturias. The performance of which U 
likewile deferred at Madrid, on account of 
the double mourning, till the end of th? 
j^refent year* You have an Injanta there i fo 
that by means of fome friend at that court; 
you may procure an early copy for the loth 
volume, whenever it is printed and pub- 
liihed. The title of the .piece is, La face 
fra k tre Dee (b). 

Vienns^ O^obor lo, 1765. 



LETTER X 

TO THJE SAME. - 

' Your moft welcome letter of the 12th 
of laft April, found me at the inftant of my 

{hi) Written for the nuptials of their royal highnefles 
D. Carlos of Bourbon, Prince of Afturias, (the pre* 
fent King of Spain) and the Princefs Loui£i «f Pannt, in 
1765. 

z 3 ' returu 
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return from a fecond excitrfion to PamaflUsj^ 
made by . a fovereign command^ afte^ that 
which I informed you, I had already made 
for the Iberian nuptials, Yqu iee plainly, 
that being obliged to take this journey lifter 1q 
many preceding expeditions lately^, to the 
iame place, without having time allowed to. 
breathe,^ entitles me to fome indulgence' for 
involuntary neglect of friends, . My Strtnafa 
for the court of Madrid, arrived at the placcf 
of ito deflination, by means of the Spanilh 
' Ambaflador. It was received very gra- 
cioufly, and applauded much more than i^ 
(leferved. You will find by the public i^ewf* 
papers, which only fpeak the truth, that I 
received from the hands of the fame s^mbaA 
lador, a prefent from his court of live large 
yaies of exquiiite fnuff : four of filver, an4 
*one of gold, ornamented with the roya^ 
' arms, eleganily engraved upon the caver. 

Now this Serenata^ (unlefs privately, of 
which I ato utterly ignorant) h^is never yet 
been performed. The reafon for this I am 
tinabte^tci diviner perhaps the direfltor not 
having engaged fingers in time, as the Duke 
of Medina CeS: had done, in Italy, it will 
unprovided of performers, when wanted; 
and, in fail, the D. of Medina Ceh bad given 

* commiffion 



Digitized 



oommiffion to FariaeUi, at^olognaf to.feek, ' 

engage, dired, and feud fingers male and 
female mto Spain, before | was defired to 
writr^ the Serenata ; and I have never beard 
tliat any fuch commiilion was given in Italy 
by the court. Hence, being ignorant for 
whom I was to draw the charafiers in my 
drama, and as I was not fufliciently axixious 
to make much enquiry, in order to adapt 
the parts to th^ir particular talents, 1 have 
been obliged to write at random, and in an 
incredibly hurryt But whatever may have 
beeo the occafion of this piece not having 
been performed, (which I have no inclinar 
tion to inveftigsite) as it is not yet publifhed 
at Madrid, it does not feem decent that any 
printer (hould be furniihed with a.qopy of it 
by me, though it feenis to be one of my pro- 
dudions for which I have the leaft occafion 
to be alhamedr The beft part of the Aory 
is, that befides this, there arc four other of 
my compofitions which, for various reafous, 
cannot yet fee the light ; fo that imitating 
my own patience, your royal prefs muft r^**- 
main quiet for fome time ; and even when 
fet to work again, ,it mull not expeS from 
me a preface to the additions I fhall furnlfh ; 
, as I am ^holly ignorant what to fay^ in it, 

4 unlefs 
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* ' ' The exadnefs with which the prels h^^ 
been correScd, as far as typesf are cpn-r 
cerned, refembles Akina's nofe, in wbiqh 
Iftpk trava fimidia^ ape femende^ " Envy her-r 
fclf could find no fault and if ^\\ iacojjj^r 
teftible proof of the ^flfeaionate jf&eal aii4 

' diligence of the dear and friendly revi&r fg 
whocby witli k hundred tender embraces, 
I.render all due thanl^s, I am apt furfurife4 
that this compofition,, beiqg mine, has 
^leafed you ; but what could I write whic^ 

*Svoiildf not be favovrqd with the approbation 
of fo partial a jud^ to mp^ as my nfff^ ' 

'ioaife^at filxppoiii has always been? 

'But even. Your miftakes give mp ppflfifo^jjf,.^ 

^pitS^ft^iif inatafi^sftion which occ^fions t^iqut 

^ I depend on the eloquence of s^y^£Qod,Cf^% 
• ^(g!knil^ to aifplay the <incere gratitude and 

relpect 
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- rcfpe£l which I feel for the worthy Chcva* 
tier RAiBERTTt who has fo obligingly offered * 
to attend the prefs of the projedted elegant 
'edition of my works ; but if you haVc an 
opportunity, I beg of you to prefent my 
thanks without the fear of overdoing it ; as 
they pdLii liever jbe To often repeated as I 
(pould wiflit 

Signor — wrote to tpe long fince, a fine 
letter in blank verfe, fronx which both my- 

' ^elf and friends formed a very favourable 
opinion of his talents ^nd learning ; but the 

* drama, my dear friend, is a literary pro- 
vince fb perilous, that few get through it 
with whole bones. The continual expeda- 
tion of encomiums under the name of cor- 
regions and opinions, throw me frecjuently 
into the difagreeable neceffity of betraying 
either truth and my friend; or .of wounding 
his mind with a iincerity, that can never be 
rendered tolerable by the moll guarded and 
delicate expreflioHS, which language can f^K" 
nilh. If, with the affiftance of the Cheva- 
lier RaHetth you could difluade Signor t-^, 
from involving me in luch difficnlties, I 
"fliould be eternally obliged to you; but for 
heaven's lake do it in fuch a ipaaimer as not 
tiJ difcover to' him 'my repugnance; other- 
' '* / wif^ 
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wUe the new inconvenience would be wodb 

than that which 1 am tr)ing to avoid. 
I ihould add many things conceroing all 

yoxxr iLiTiiable family, but neither my time 
nor paper will aliojv it. TherefMre^ I n^uft 
embrace you all in Ji/Uum, 

VieniBS July 20, I766t 



I. E T T E R XII. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

, I INTEREST myfelf fo much the mare, 

,ipy de^r friend, in the rheumatic fufferiugs 
"which you lb feelingly deicribe in your let- 
ter, as I am frequently ftruggling witli the 
fame malady mj felf, and therefore know all 
.the graces .and allurcjnents of fuch com- 
panions. I comfort myfelf in finding that» 
for the prcl'ent, you have valiantly fubdue4 
them ; hat hope you will not acquire a tafte 
fof fuch bad company.. 

)[f the courageous Sig. Raij determines to 
updfrt^^k^ a new impreffion of my works, 
with ^|ie projefted magnificence, I fiball pray 
jt9^,;^^Iercury for his. fuccels, and give him 
every ailiitance in my power, at fo great a 
•,^| i ' diftance. 
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diilaiice. If he is only in want of materials 
for a tenth volume, the inclofed memoran- 
dums will convince you, that there arc more 
(ban fufficient for th^t purpofe ; whicL I 
fliall Iranfmjt as foon as I am able, cor- 
reded and ppiiihed fpr his ufe. 

It is nec^flary, ia the mean time, to give 
ybu two pieces of ^.dvice : the firil is, that 
this new volume, which at prefent we call 
the tenth, ought, in the edition under 
meditation, to be-the ninth, and that which, 
in the former edition^ v/9^$ the ninth, the 
tenth;' in order that thofe pieces which I pro- 
duced in my early youth, with the t^.bie of 
contents and index of the airs, may dill be in 
the laft volume. . 

The fecond thing which I have to inform 
you, is, that fmce the fumptuous and public 
prefent that was made me from Spain, fpr 
the Serenatay entitled La pace fra le tre Dee^ 
written for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Afturias, I have never had the leaft inform- 
gtipn concerning that produftion. I cannot 
therefore, in delicacy and propriety, fend it 
to the prefs, before I am certain that it^ has 
been printed at Madrid ; and the fame deli- 
cacy forbids my making any enquiry about 

It. 

The 
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. . , Jhe, jdrania wjth; which I was threatened, 
i$ npt y ft, arrived;, may ApoUo, m, bis 

mei cy, picki vc frpm iiich a misfortuue ! 

' Vienna, Omb^ 6, 1766^ 

V ' > . • . • ' ■ 

r 

...» ■ _ * . ' , ■ 

* • • I 

. L E T T E R Xni. , . I, 

TO TH£ SAME. 

* 

The protcft in your laft letter, againft the 
perfecutioii of tireiome compliments of the 
ieafbn, wasoi^y made politicall} , in order to 
deprecate my vengeance, and prevent me 
. from fending you a furious phiUppic on the 
occafion^ for a pradice {o iucon venient to 
fociety, and fo unneceffary among true 
friends. You have been (o long in polTeiiioa 
of my heart, that the almoft immemorable 
prelcription would refift a ^ry furnace^ and 
you would think unjuftly of yourfclf and of 
xne, if you ihould imagine fuch miferable 
ceremonies neceflary for the prefei vation of 
our friendihip, as are now juAly regarded ^ 
^amoiig the moft teizing evils of civil fociety. 

If it is not too late, let roe beg of yoiu to 
fiiggeft to the perfon employed tu procure a 

copy 
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Copy of my ferenata, La pace fra le tre Dtv 
at Madrid^ to addreis himfelf j[)a^mcmlariy 
to the firft major-domo of the Prince of 
Afturias; at'Whofe houfe I am told it. has 
been performed ; as his Catholic majefty 
will fuffer no'^mufic in his palace {c). This 
information may not be true ; but the hint 
can do uo harm» if falie, or iuperabundant. 
Believe vm ever yours, with all my ancient 
aiFedionate and conllant friendlhip* 

Vienna, January X5) 1767. 



LETTER XIV. ' * 

TO THE SAMS. 

The intereft which you take in my folici* 
tude concerning the fafe arrival of my dear 
Count Canale, is a proof of your kind and 
good heart ; and I am extremely grateful 
for the information with which you 
favoured me on that fubjed. Take, my 
delightful friend, the further trouble of 
informing him of my affeftion and reVe- 

' ' Y*^) This was the late .King i)f Spi4%£li»ri?s^U« rytflio 
cmtibit^ ^pcdfipn t9»-the frow%|di:^Y^ ^cj mofdeA in* 
oxious Fariiielli (rom Madrid. 

rcnce ; 
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fence ; and do not forget to tell him, thatOW* 
crippled triumvimce bitterly feels hia ab* 
fence (^)- 

VieAn»> September. ^9 17^JU 

We fliali now refUai6 the correfpondence 
with Farinelli, for whonci the afledion of 
Metaftafio feems to have been fincere and 
conftant* And from the time of his Ipiing 
his royal Patrons in Spain, together with 
his fplendid iituation at that court, the poet 
appears to have interefted himfelf very much 
in tranqiiiUi:^ing his mind, and reconciling 
him to his more humble iituatioii<r 

4 

LETT £ R XV* 

TO FARINELLr. 

Tua harmonica! caravan is on the point 
of departing for Infpruch. Think, my dear 
Gemello, what my poor hypochondriac head 
muft fuffer* In fpite of all this tumult, | 
cannot help loading the worthy Signor Bee- 
chetti with fome bales of embraces, faluta^ 

{d) This triumvirate confiiled, when emire, of Coum 
CanaU^ Baron Hag^ and the Imperial Laoreat* 

tions, 



Digrtized by Google 



( 35i ) 

tlohs, aiid affc£tionate expreffions of kind-*- 
iiefst to J>e carj&fuUy coiifigafid to my axofr 

_ » 

tible 'Gemello ; congratulating him on tbet • 
amendment of his ipirita, which 1 have dif**^ 
covered by a tAcarftrl*iettcr that he ha» 
written, to Si^ot Meccbetti^ whofe compai>y 
I have not been able to enjoy fb much as I, 
wilhed, on account of my conflant occupy*, 
tions* I &w pafi through this city, like 
lightning, our old Petrillo^ with his young : > 
wife, and admire the icion graft ! Ihe has not - > ' 
however had time to attenapt the cure of th^. 
eloquent fluxion to which he is fubjed. But, 
my dear Gemello, thefe are incurable in- 
firmities* They depend on theftru^hire of the 
machine, which can only be corre£led by the 
great author who has made it* Adieu, con- 
tinue to tranquillize yourfelf, and to love as 
you have hitherto done^ your Metaftaiio. 

Vienna, May 31, 1765. 



' LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME* 

I am extremely obliged to our dear Bee- 

■ chetti for his great punduaUty in delivering 

I to 
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td yott the embraces, iaiutatlons, anc( teiulef 

expreiiioiis with ,which I loaded him^ oa 
your account^ when he quitted this courts 
I beg you will tell him how grateful I feel^ 
and return him my beft thanks for his com" 
placeiicy and kiiidneis. 

You know, my dear Gemello» thai 1 am 
a kind of duck, that remains in the water 
without being wet. During almofi thirty-fix 
years rehdence in a court, I have never beeu 
able to acquire either the myfterious air^ or 
pompous exterior, which generally reigns 
there, or that learned diflimulation which 
borders on fraud. Permit me therefore^ 
with the fincerity and franknefs of a friend^ 
Hiftorically to open to you my whole hearts 

From the tiihe in which I was iminerfed 
in the nuptial feftivals of our king of the 
Romans, there began to be propagated a 
run:iour, that you were to go to Madrid to 
condufi: the entertainments to be given in 
celebration of the marriage of the Prince of 
Aftiirias^ This rumour encreafed by little 
and little, to fuch a degree, that it was 
beUeved by the court, city, and public ia 
general. I, who h^d received a letter from 
' you without the leaft hint at foch a journey, 
was the only pcrfon who rcfufed tp give 

credit 
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Credit to tHis report. And to the m^y 

queiUons tbat were a{ked me on the occa-. 
Gonl 3^ your acknowledged Gemelipt I pQu-i 
• ftantly and truly anfwered ; that ^ou ha4 ^ 
tiivir^en me the kafi information of any fucb 
defign : and tbaty tber^ore^ I gave no kind of 
credit to any fucb rumour* Our riotous fefU* 
vals were, but juil fiiuihed, when tired, ouf 
of breath, and rendering thanks tp father 
Apollo, that the time was now come wl^eii 
I ihould be allowed leifure to breathe, corae^ 
the Spanifh AmbalTador to whifper in my 
ear the wilh of his court, to have, a Serenaia , 
for the nuptials of the Prince of i^fturias. 
Ydu n^ay well imagine my (ituation* I iajd 
that though I was already prepared for th9 
opero^ at Infpruch, I was by no means cer- 
tain that I (hould not receive ipme new 
command from my auguft Patronefs. The 
Ambaflador replied, that he had already 
ipqken to my fbvereign, I then, certain^ 
that, an ab^lute command would rob me of 
the merit of a voluntary compliance, bpwcd 
the head to the decree of fate, with Very! 
little expedation tliat, in mjr ti^ed and 
exhaufted ftate, I ihould be able to perform' 
the talk which was unexpectedly obtruded 
VOL. IX* A a upon 
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xipbfiL tcit/m a manner worthy of the honour 
intended me by the court of Spain. 

And here I muft confeis to you^ that m 
reflecting on the rumour which had been 
rpread concerning yow journey, I did not 
firmly beUeve, but at leaft violently fufpeded, 
that yo^ were the innocent caufe of all my 
pre&nt embarraiiment. In ihort, to com- 
plete the bufine&, my excofe to the Spaniih 
Ambailador became prophetic My pa- 
trohefi comiAanded another little draima to 
be performed by the Archdutcheifes, at the 
return of the court ftotn Infpruch; What 
could I do in this dilemma ? After maturdfy 
weighing circumftaiiceBy i found that I had, 
nothing elie ior itf but to invoke the mu&s, 
ftmt my eyei, and patienlsfy wsitt for iheiP 
affiftai^e. In the fir& pkce^ I executed tho 
cotrimandsl held receivedy as was tny duty ; 
asid tilea went to work for Spain*^ ai^i do^ 
Kvefi^ M the amhaflador the SSf-enaia re- 
quiredy a month beibre the time allowed ma 
Was eieinted. 

WMle I wais balancing with iihyielf wheM 
titer I Ihould complain to you of the trick 
which 1 fulpe^ed you had played me, there 
QOasti-i letter from our friead Hubncrj at 

' ' Madrid, 

3 
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Madrid, to allure me^ that ^ou were expe<S^ 
th&rcy and- thatt he ^as iitiptftieAt ro fee and 
pay his refpeclsagaia-tohi^ bdnefa^lor. Now 
niy fufpieioiis became evidbnt truths; add my 
Oemello was the fubjedlof my complaints and 
grUinblingy for the myftery with which he 
had aded, and the fcrape into which I firmly 
believed his partiality had led me. 

But the melancholy ftory does not end 
here. The Spanifli atstbtfkdor a little while 
ago, juft before his depasrture for luipjDuchy 
honoured me with a vifit, in perfon, a«d 
read me a loag and polite letter o£ thauk» 
from the Marquis SqxriUaciv wkofenamt^ 
this moment y no one had. ever mentioned^ andL 
the day before yeftetxby i iweived y^v»' le^ 
ter of the 5th i]ii);«. in. which you j^eakot this 
zfkk like a. man jtiflr sorived in; Europe (mm 
the couaCiy o£ the great Mogul or Japaii*> 
In the ttdid'ft of fiich a ftrange confufion of 
niyfiieiy, informationt aad coojeduce, I hav« 
bceri unable to fettte my creed, nor anr I in* 
deed, impatient to do it. It \& a fuificient. 
fatisfaftion to my mind, that I have not con- 
cealed from my friend the leaft thought, 
word, or deed, concerning this rather humi- 
liating tranfa£):ioa* 

A a z By 
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By the infinite eftecm, which I have long 
felt for Count Savioli^ the fetourite of the 
Mufes, I have always doile myfelf more ho- 
now than himr ' I beg of yon to reprefent tor 
him my lively f^nfe of his partiality : and 
take care not to confide to him adl my infill^ 
ficiency, left it fliould too much diminifh the 
value of that friendftiip and regard, which 
through your means, I venture to offer him. 

If I had leifure t6 lengthen my letter, or 
rather babUe, it might perhaps divert your 
attention from your own evils; but I am 
juil on tlie point of beginning my daily at- 
tendance at Schombrun, in fpite of the 
di;)g-days, till the return of the court, in or- 
der .to be prefent at the rehearfals of bur t 
iUuftrious performers, who do me the ho- 
nour to think my preience neceflary; you 
wiU therefore guefs that I am not likely to 
be: contaminated by the Either vOf all' vicesw 
Adicd»T ,Coaitinue your afFe6tion for me, and * 
believe me always with the mofl invincible 
obiUiiacy, yours* 

> Vii^Diiay July 18, 1765. 

* •** 
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LETTER XYil. 

TO THE SAM£. 

After due thanks for the affedtionate and 

-candid return of confidenee, which you have 
been pleafed to render me in your very dear 
icttcr of ^he 30th of laft July ; I have no 
other to participate with you concerning my 
Southern compoiition, or Weflera^ you 
pleaie, than that I have not heard a fyll^ble 
pjn the fubjed, fince the thanks (of which I told 
you) that were delivered to me by the Spanifli 
amballador, before his departure for Inipruch, 
in the name of the Marquis Squillaci ; ib that 
your information, at leaft for the prefcnt, is 
not exa&y as to the circumftances which re^^ 
fpc6l myfelf in this bufinefs. 

If my commiiiion has b^n exeditedy of 
which I have no reafbn to doubt, you will 
have received, by this time, my new drama 
of Romoto ed Erfilia. I believe I have at* 
ready told you, that 1 took care to fend you a 
popy from Inipruch, the moment it ceafed to 
|be contraband ; a thing which I could not 
\}s^y^ done A) fpon, h^d I bee^ fgr from the 

A i» 3 court, 
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court, and coufequently from (he field of 
battle. I know that yon will receive with 
tcadernefc this new httle nephew : particu- 
larly as my cageraeJs to fend him will con- 
vince you how conftantly 1 bear ^ou in my 
thoughts. Indeed you occupied them con- 
ibjOstly wbpn I heard the un^:2^peded news 
of tk^ wnhappy death of the Duke of Parmai 
at wh^h tin^i the jirft thing that pr^ieptfid 
itfelf to my mind, was your affliftion, with 
which my pwn was tincereiy mingled. But 
you have a ftock of prudence, religion, and 
]mi% and enlightened experience, fufficient 
to prevent misfortune from taking you by 
^rprik f lb that you wiU find in Yourfelf, the 
moft efficacious confolation in fuch difficult 
pircumftances. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello. Remind Count 
Swioiit whenever you have an opportuoity, 
of my refpeftful efteem ; take care of } uvu*'- 
i^lf, and believe me <yours tp the end of 
time« 

W'tfiaofi, Auguft 19, 176^ 
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J. £ T T E R XVUL 

TO THE SAME. 

I jiECOGNZZBD all the amiable qualities of 
sny dear Geme^io^ iu the coxiiblatioa which 
yoiir aiFedUonatc letter of iiie 26th qf Auguft 
afforded me. The tender part which you 
take in my juft affliction, aiiures me of the 
place whkh, I hold in your mind. And this 
certainly convinces me, that all our wretched 
life is not made up of bitternefs. Your 
commiferation is the more dear to me, as 
you kuow better than any one, by expe« 
rience, whether I am worthy of it. Let us 
in^plore divine providence^ as it has been 
pleaicd to render our tragical misfortunes 
;(imiiar, (hat, in future, we may refemble 
each other in happineis. Believe me, in 
whatever liti^ti&i^ may b^ thrown^ 
j^ours, 

Vieipa, September 91 176^* 

I. E T T E R XIX^ 

TO THE SAME* 

I AM not lb much fuipriied, as forry, my 

deaf Gejnelloj fur the dilguil which the un- 

A 4 4 gratefnl 
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grateAil return made by your harmonica!' 
caravan has given to ^our&lf and youir noble ^ 
and generous friend, \>y whom, through youi: 
means, they had been chofen, collected, re* 
warded, and difi:ino;uiihed. Thougrh you arc- 
ixfed (as ;^du obferve) to the odour of Inch 
flowers, I can cafily imagine how you muft'- 
iiaufeate them, and lincefely pity you. 

As yet I know not whether, when, or in 
what manner,' my new puptiai drama, fent 
laftApril, will be ufed on the banks of the Mart' 
zanare* Fcan add nodiing to what I have al-^^ 
ready written to you on the occafion, except 
that the Spaniih ambaflador, before his de-^ 
parture for Injprucb^ thanked me for my 
poem, in the name of the Marquis Squillacir 
whom he bad never mentioned to me be- 
fore ; and added, that a* duet was much^ 
wJih^4fo/ in the Serenata, In order to fhew 
my willingnefs. to pblige, I wrote one in a 
few hours time; but explained in a fliort 
memorial, thafas I had never been informed 
who were to be the performers, there was a 
chance of my having united two peribns ii^ 
this, addendum whofe voices w:ould xiot do 
well togetheri v?nd* did not conceal my) 
qipiniun, that a ^uet could have little effq^,- 
pjerforme4 fitting, witlkoiit. i^ftiop* oi^ 
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paffion, as was ufually the caie m ferenataSf 
I configned the addition and neceflary changes 
to the ambailadoiT^ before ,his departure. But 
be returned four days ago from the Tird^ 
and gave mc new thanks, in the name of the 
Marquis Squillaci,*fbr the duet which he had 
received. . More than this, I am unable to 
teli you, concerning the afiair in queftiou. 

If your tormented frame nauft produce 
peccant humours, it is fortunate^ my dear 
Gemello, that tiiey fliould aflault the lower 
regions: as they are there of leis confequence ; 
but it would be much better if none were 
produced* l ean eafily imagine the patience 
of which you muft iftand in need, and I parr 
ticipate in your fufferings. 

Adieu ; pray fezid me better news of your-^ 
and believe me ever, &c« 

^Vipniu, September 14, 1765. 

■ 

LETTER XX, 

TO THS SA4IK> 

OtJR wandering PetrUb being returned 

from Saxony, with his pretty little wife, who 

psis conceived hopes in northern climes of 
f^rielwig |um with 4 f\icceiror| made mc 

PV9 
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two vHits : pf omi&ig Id .come and fee me a 
dttrd liiine, U> take his laft farewell : for diu 

vifit I had refervcd my ufual vqfe of Jaluta-' 
UOHs lo yaa ; boat the ibatbarian is gooe infit^ 
httato ofpitt^ and I am obliged to indole thenj 
la cbis iett^, whidi will perhaps perfcHrm 
the offic^ of commifiary before his arrival at 
Bokdgaa* Pmy aJ»i& liim fox uamfir« 
ciftflly ; and Isell him, that I fliall never for- 
{^y£ him9 if Jiexioes wx, make acoeods for his 
fiegligenjQe^ with Ipeeflily fending to Milan, 
the hKM^ wi^ whi^h i aharged h W iQr Sig, 

j jsw heard oathmgimoEcirQm Madrid, 
fiiice tlus delivery of my fercnata. I am 
teazed to death by.ddate iRxxnan priateis, for 
a copy of it ; but I cannot fend it thither, or 
any where elf^, till k has been performed | 
and I am detcrmiued not to a(k the ambaf- 
iador a fmgle qujeftiou about it, left my 
curioiGty ihould be miiconftnied. So that if 
you ihould icjiow whpn it would be publiihed 
in Spain, that I may give permiffion for the 
prefs to w^fH -^l^where, yo\i will mi|cl^ 
oblige me. 

Adiau^ my .diear Xnepofillo. .Be careful of 
f pur healthji aa4.heU9ve tbftt I ^h^U never 

ce^Q 
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ceafe to iove and efteem you as you dd^c, 
liiat is to '{njf inimitely . 

\lefii»i Odolier ^ly 1765. 

X. E T T E R XXL 

TO m SA^£« 

My dear Gemello always ads like him* 
fetf, fts well m fmall things, as <m great -oe^ 
cafions« The care and adtivity with which 
yoH ha>e adted in forwarding my ^XHSk to 
Signor Mig/iavacca, prove how much you in* 
toreft yourfelf in the asflfairs of your friends : 
fo difFereijitiy fron[x the generahty of man- 
kind, who can never detach themielves from 
^hat 4eteilable felf-love, which conEnes the 
whole univerfe witfaan the narrow limits of 
their fmgle individuality. I thank you for 

and congratulate myfelf no lefi than you 
on every freih inilance of your diipofition, 
which makes me rain of the early opinioil 
I conceived of your charader, 

Signor Grepfi quitted this city hafBIy, 
ya. order to ^o to Milan; and fearing, like 
you, the conjugal diftra^ons of our Petrilh^ 
I cpnfigned to the care of this gentleman, a 
fecoud copy qf my book for Signor MigSa^ 
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%acca, who has not only received, but 
thanked me for it. He wUi dqubt^eis have 
jejceived the other; but there will be no 
great incoavenience in his baying two 

copies. 

I remain in fuch utter darknef^ concern^ 
ing my Southern fereiiata, that I begm to 
jbrget its exiftence. Your eagerneis on the 
lubje6t far furpafTes mine, I am much 
pbliged to you^ but I . beg you will, take nQ 
further trouble about it. Say a thoufand 
J^nd things for me ^o f^apf^ Petriiio^, an4 
J>elieye me always, &c. 

, ysenpa, December latfa, 176;. 



LETTER. XXII, 

4 

9 

TO THE SAME. 

. Thovqh quite oppreiled with letter^ \ 

cannot refrain from anfwering, at leaft with 
brevity, my dear meilo, and acquainting 
him, as his laft confidentially afFeftionatq; 
Jester d^ierves, th^t three days ^go, the 
Spanilh ambifffador, by grder of his court, 
lent me a magnificent prefent,. confiiling of 
^fty pounds of the bcfl Havannah ihufF, in 
^ve jaf 5^ four of f^vef , and one of gold^ witl^ 
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the arms of his Catholic Majefty engraved ■ 
on all the covers. A gift indeed worthy of 
the Royal mtinificence of fuch a monarch* 
But with all this, I am yet ignorant whether - 
the SerenatahsLsyet been publifhedin Madrid: 
lo that I dare not yet fend it to my brother at 
Rome, who is tormented for it by the book* 
fellers fej. 

I beg you will prefcnt my humble reipeSs 
to tiic Marquis Hercuhm, and Count Savioli^^ 
and afllire them how much I am flattered by , 
their partiality. Adieu my dear Gemello, I 
have time to write no more ; but you knbw» 
without my trying to periuude you of it, that 
I am, ever have been^ and ever fliali b^ 
j^ours. 

Vlemiai December 3Q> 1765* ' 

■ 

LETTER XXin. 

TO THE SAME. . • 

t 
4 

If an impertinent defluxion, the fruit in 
iealbn, and very common here, had not. 
rendered me for fome days inadlive, my 
dear Gemello would have fufiered in the iirft 

• • « 

fi) TUsisdieliiftiiwQttimtliatisiinde Qfiitt 

in smy of the letters which have hiUi^ie been publifhed. 

traoiports 
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tratiTpCMts of my rage, for the fofnial proof 

he thought it necefiary to give me, of his 
exa6ikude ki forwarding Ramk. Is k pof- 
fiHe, after fo mxuy years, that you can do 
me the injiafiice to fuppoie^ that the receipt 
of a parcel by my negligent correfpondent 
Migliavacca^ is of more coalequencc, than a 
Hne from you ! Do you not now deferve all 
the ansG^ent titles of Troglodyte, Authropo- 
phagus, Leftrigon, and Marine monfterl 
But tliis defluxiou fubdued my iralcibility^ 
and oil days of penitence, vengeance muft 
not be indulged. Therefore I embrace you 
heartily, and forgive you. 

Our wortliy Count Rofenburg^^ is now on 
the banks of the Anio, enjoying the delights 
of Tufcany, while we are entirely buried in 
ice and fnow, to ftich a degree, as to be un- 
able to move ia the flreets, in a boat, a coach, 
a chair, on foot, or ofi horfeback. Oh ! 
how I long for the ipring ! . But as you 
will fee her in your part of the world, be- 
f<»e ft>6 comes hither^ pray falute her m my 
nisme, and urge her on sta quick as pofiible 

Metaftafio has perfonified this youtb&l feaibn) alia ItaUana^ 

PUny has Srim 'orrey whence the ItaUan Primaffera* 

Ido 
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I Ao not undcrftaad mjfkerj of the 

Serenafa^ but I refpect it. Take care of 
yourfelfy my desur Geixitdb,. who are at pee** 

lent certainly not in Norway, and nevergrow 

tired of loving me, if it be only in gratiiude. 

Vieiitt% February 1 7, 1 766^- 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE $AME. 

You complain, in your laft letter of Feb. 

2 1 ft, of the not having heard from me for a 
long time ; I therefore take it for granted, 
that my laft letter was not received. Per- 
haps it arrived to make my excuie at the 
fame iuftant as I received your complaint. I, 
am infinitely obliged to you, my dea-p Ge« 
mcllu, for the eagernefe which you iiavc 
manifefted to give me fbme information 
concerning the fate of my Serenata ; which, 
by the laft news you have fent me, is become 
more obfeure, and inexplicable, than ever. 
9ut as I am unable to walk in the dark, I, 
fliall not attempt to grope my way among 
thefe clouds. And I . beg of you . not tq. 
pjague yourfclf any moic oa tlic lubjeil. 
Rome has already had iufficient time to 
abate its curioUty, and forget all about it;, 
and I have certainly qo wi£b to excite new 

attention 
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attention to it. I ihall be very much oUigie^ 

to you for the copy which you promile me.- 
I fhare in all the hregularity of your 
health ; you fhould therefore, accoi Jing to 
rule, partake of mine. But I can aflure youy 
that this diabolical trade of heroifm, begins 
to be very iniiipportabie to me* Believe me, 
however, in Ipite of complaints, unceafingly 
yours* 

Viennai March 6ti^ 1766^ 

LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. : ' 

At* length, returning home k few even- 
ings ago, I found on my table, the pleafiiig 
Epithalamium of our nioft wdrthy Count 
SaviolL I read it with that eagernefs which' 
whatever h^ writes infpires. I admired the 
art with which, in fo mafterly a manner, he 
has united dignity with ciearnefs, nature with' 
elegance, pathos with chearfulncfsj and am 
convinced that there is no recondite comer 
of ParaaiTus, with which he is not intimately 
acquainted. After my refpediful com(>li'* 
mcnts, pray congratulate him fmcerely, in 
my name^ and fiimulate him to be faithful tOt 
the mufes, by whom he is ijtiuch fa- 
voured. 

And 
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And for yourfelf, my dear G^mello, who 

with fuch fraternal zeal, have procured 
me this pleafure, receive in return, my moft 
afFcitionate and hearty thanks and faluta- 
tions ; not thofe which are commonly la* 
viflied among perfons indifiereiit to each 
other, but fuch as a juft efteem^* atld a long 
feafon of fricudlhip iuipire, 

Vienna, April 171 176%* 

LETT E R XXVL 

* • , TO THE SAME, , 

i SHOULD appear unjuft to our tender 
tWinihip, if t did not communicate to y6u» 
(Whenever my duty will permit) every little 

.|>oetical excurfion which I am obliged, to 
take. The genealogy therefore of what 1 
now &nd you^ is the following : 

♦ In May laft, one of the riioft exalted divi-^ 
iiitie^ of our Olympus, ftimulated me to 
Write feme little confolatory poem, in order 
to try if It were not poffible to leduce our 
afiU^led Sovereign, ffotii that profound and 
obftinatc grief in which ihe has been 16 
abibrbed for the lo(s of her moft au- ' 
guft Confbrt, as to put her own life in \ 
danger. Regarding the mere hint as a com-. 
VOL. II. B b maady 
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mand, I w^ut to wpr^ immediately ; and 
my labour was lb fortunate, as not only to 

procure me a generous aud unequivocal teC- 
timony of beneficent approbation, but in- 
clined my poetical vanity, to enumerate it 
among the firft caufes of the dawniugs of 
ferenity which began to appear on th^ cpun- 
tenance of my moft auguft Patronefi, after 
the perufal of my fermon. I know very 
well, however, that it is no ccTnvincing proof 
to lay, that this event has Jolkwed the otber^ 
and was produced by it* But among us in- 
habitants of ParnalTus, we always conftrue 
things in favorabiiiius^ This virtuous prin- 
ce!^, thinking herfelf too well treated in the 
poem, and that the partiality of the writer 
was too vi(ible, had fonie repiagnance to it$ 
being printed here. > But Count Canak^ the 
Sardinian miniiler at this court, h^yia|( 
obtained a ihanuicript copy, has privately 
lent it to Turin, and had it printed there at 
, the royal prefe. Of the few copies fent 
hither, merely for the court, foreign minifterSi^ 
and Ibme particular friends, I have procured 
this, in order that you may be the hrii: to, 
whom it is communicated at Bologna* Re- 
ceive it with affedtioQ, aud give it an atten- 
tive pprijfal : a? among other things, you 

. ' .way 
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tnay jpcrtaps find lomething in it not inap- 
plicable to yotirfeifi Adieu^ my dear Gc-* 
inellOf take care cf yotir health, and believe 
<ne^ yours moft faithfully* 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Amidst all the confufion into which every 
one is thrown liers^ partkidarly myfel^ by 
the fmali-pox, which has feized the two 
Empfcflot: that ia, tbo Empreift (wife of thv 
Emperor Jofeph,) ieven days ago, and y efter« 
day the Emprefs^queen^ I cannot refift rht 
loUcitations of Abaii Cetruig^ who wi(he$ 
to have a letter to preient to youi which jrouit 
friendfhip for him renders uuneceflary. The 
fifft of the ittuftrious invalida is very ill } 
bat it is laid, that the diforder of the otbeTy 
is of the mildeft kind. We are however^ 
under the greateft anxiety for her fafety* 
You wiU readily believe me, when I tell you, 
that I have neither leifure nor ipirits to 
kngthea my k^r. Adteui my deu* Ge* 

B b 2 melip. 
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melio. Take care of yourfelf^ arid pity 

your friend, 

' ^ Vienna^ May 17, ijf6jf« 

♦ 

Letter xxviii< 

1 AM fenfibly obliged to our poor perfeve- 
Hng pUgrimr who, in fpite of all iiis othef 
labours, Remembered to deliver my letter 
to the dear Gemeilo. This obliging zeal 
doubles my prayer^ to Heaven, that he may 
return, mens fana in eerpote fatnu 

•" If I had not received your affc(9:ionate and 
fiftcere aifertious^ I ihould not have doubted 
for a moment of your fympathizing with me, 
in the terrible anxiety which 1 felt for the 
imminent danger of my moft revered Patro- 
nels : I know your heart, and long-tried ten- 
flernefs. It is impoffible for me to defcribe 
the univeriaUty of our paft difmay and pre-^ 
feht jubilation. I believe th^e' nevdr were 
fuch lively, affe^onate, . indiiputable, and 
mmerotis teftimontes given before^ of a peo- 
ple's love fo^ a Sovereign, as have , been 
manifefttfd here by all ranks for ours. Her 
moft augufi.Son^ may lerve as a model for 
' ' . , V the 
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the children of future times. He has watched 

her night and daj, without (quitting her a 
moment, ^fliiUng in the adminiftration of 
her medicine^, and in his care au4 anxiety 
jfor her, totally forgetting himfelfr You may 
well imagine how rnugh our refpcft and love 
for a princQ of fuch a pharadl^r CQ? 
creafed. 

We muftnotfpeak, my dear Gemello, uow^ 
of our own complaints ; they are too trivial 
to be mentioned, during this time of univer- 
ial joy. All I can do, is to beg of heaveii 
to grant us, if not patience, atleail fortitude 
fufBcient to combat them. Do you do like- 
wife : but forget not, at the lame time, to 
remember the affedtion which I have, and 
PYPX ihall retain for you, to my life's end. 

V{ei)na, July 6th, 1 768* 

• 1 1 i I . .1 ' . 
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SECTION VII. 

We 

fti^ll now cjuit FarincUi for forae 
time, ill order to attend to other corre^ndv 
ents. Among tbefe, there i§ ope to whoiu 
Metaftafio feems to^ write with more aifeo ^ 
tion, thaa to Jomelli, the ]u|Uy celebr4(e4 

i» li. . r 

LETTER!. 

VQ iJfiWtL VICOI^A JOItttLi, 

ANb d0e8 my admirable yome/U thex\ 
remember me ! The confirmation of thit 
truth, of which, in fpite of your eterna) 
filencc, I never doubted, has aiiorded me a 
pleafure which J am unable to deicribe. 
Indeed I ^ ib much the- more delighted 
with your laft dear letter qf the 3d of 
March, as I have fo long in vain tried to 
procure it: having fent you fome timeago> 
my Aicide al bivio,^ by M. Philip le Rois ; and 
^nce thaty written you a long prattle, which 

« 
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ought to have been forwarded to you by 
Si^nora Scotti^ at prefent the firft woman of 
the opera in £ngland ; who, on quitting tiiis 
jcourt, fet off for that of London /^^^^^ But 
either my couriers, have been to blame^ or 
tny diipatches ineffectual ; and yet, I am 
lure of your affedion, and of my occupy* 
ing ^n enviable place in your heart, that 
whatever may happen, I lhaU never doubt 

^ijhe fecurity of my llation* 

^ regard the two mafterly airi with which 
} ou have kindly favoured me, as precious 
;gifts : and as iar as the limits of my mufical 
knowledge extend, I have admired the new 
and harmojiious texture of the voice and ac* 
companiments, the elegance of the one, and 
contrivance of the other ; and the uncom^^ 
mon'unity of the whole, which renders them 
yfoxHtff of your abilities* I xnuft confeis^ 

" however, my dear Jom^lli, that thoi^gh this 
llyle imprefles me with reined for the writer» 

{a) The 8f9tii fiing on our opera dage with MsmuU^ 

in the feafon of 1764. and 1765. Her voice was fcehl^ 
but her %ie of finging, face, and iigure, were captivating. 
In thefe times the ierious opens at Vieniuii Mauirid, and 
Liibon, were fupportd by, and nvfaoUy voder the dixe^idii 
aH die Court; and Metalbdio imagining this to ha¥# 
been the cafe in our capital, fays, that when the Scotti 
quitted the C^urt of VUnna^ ihe fet oil for ;hj^tof London.'^ 

pb4 you 
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I you have, when you pleafe, another whicl^ 
iniUntly feizes on the heart, without giving 

the inind the trouble of refle£lioa (bj*-^ 
When I . have heard a thouiand times, 
your airs Non Jo trovar I irrore, and ^ando^ 
Jar A quel dt^ with innumerable others wbicli 
I cannot now rccoUe£i, that arc full nqore 
feducing, they leave me no longer mafter of 
myfelf, but oblige mc iu fpite of mylclf, to 
feel all that you muft have felt, in compofing^# 
therp. y Ah, xiiy dear joiueUi,^ do not abandon 

2L faculty ixi which you have not, fior .ever 

Will have, a rival* In mafterly an s, there may 

(^) This was opinion of the Italians in general, con- 
cern; the compofitions of Jomclli, after his refidence in 
Germany \ where hts rich harmonyt ^nd inflrumentai com* 
|klicatioii» were periiaps always more admired, than his de- 
gant and fiitiple melody. Five years after this period, it wa* 
the opinion Qf the Neapolitans, that the fongs of 5'<»ot///i, 
which mafters refpc<5led for their art^nd contrivance, were 
too elaborate^ and gave the hearers too much trouble, to 
tffbrd diem cardeis delight* Poets are always ready to 
join in ceofunng the compofers' fctence, and performer's 
execution, is 'equal enemies to the beauties of the poetry, 
and intereft of the drama ; but, as the Public is a many- 
headed animal, with ears of ail forts and fizes, it is to be 
feared, that ibme (6f them will exped lear'idng and icienc^ 
to be drfplayed by the compofer, and powersf of execution 
by the finger, as well as others fuijh artiefs funplicity, as 
would reduce an opera to a level with a ballad farce. 

be- 



Digitized by Google 



( 377 ) 



1^ conipolcr^, perhaps, who by dint of pains 
and labour, will approach you ; but in find« 
ins: the. road to the hearts of others, their own 
niuft be formed of fibres as delicate and 
feaiitive as yours, and difTereut from all thoie 
who have hitherto dealt in mufical notes. 
^ it is true, that in writing in this new ftyle (c^ 
you cannot help fometimes expreiiing the 
paffions in the way which your own happy 
temperament fuggefts; but being obliged, in 
order to fupport your learned idea, too fre- 
quently to interrupt the voice, the impref^ 
fi«ns already made in the mind of the hearer, 
are effaced ; and for the reputation of a great . 
mafter, you negledl that of an amiable, and 
moft powerful mufician.^ 

Adieu, my dear, and moft worthy friend. 
If you knew with what occupations I am 
cpprefTed, you would be better able to judge 
of that affe6tionate regard, which fo long 
prevents me from finifhing this letter. Take 
care of your health, for the honour of the 
harmonic family. Continue to love xne, and 
believe me to be invariably yours. 

* Vietina, April ^ 1265, 

(e) Meaning his fecond manner, to ^^ch He adhered 

in Germsfey, . , 

The 
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The correfpondence of the Imperial lau* 
reat with Signor Savekio Mattbi, upon 
which we fliall now enter, will difclole to 
the reader, his opinion upon the iubjefU 
of poetry, nmfic, criticifm, and literature iu 
general, during a period of eleven years, 
* better than any other letters in the colleftion. 
Allnoft every correfpondence which Meta* 
llatio carried on with authors, and the learn- 
ed of his. time, ieems to have been forced 
upon him, not fb much perhaps with a view 
to obtain his fentiments on literary iubje6ts, 
as his approbation of the works of which they 
made him a prefent. But whether this was 
the cafe with Sig. Mattei, an author of great 
merit ftill living, we know not ; yet we find 
that the private praile which he received 
from the great JLyiic poet, was eagerly made 
' public, in defpite of earneft injunctions to 
the contrary. 

The following letter was written in reply 
tp one, which Metaftafio had received from 
Sig. Mftttei, informing him that he had fent 
him a copy of his tranilation of the Piaims 
^nto Italian verfe, with diifertations on He- 
brew 
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Ibrew poeti/^ otber poetical compofi- 



LETTER II. 

TO SIOKOK D« 8AVSRIO MATTBI. 

Z BSFfiRKBD for one poll, the anfWering 
your no lefs lively thaa obliging letter, hoping " 
jeTery mc^eiit, that the Book of PialmSy- 
which you had been fo kind to fend me 

. would arrive, that I might tell you what my 
firft fenfations were in peruiing it : but not 
having yet feen it, I ihall not add to the di^ 
^ppoifitraeut which fuch a delay has pro- 
dded in myleUv that which a longer filence 

. would produce in you, to the difcredit of my 
gratitude* I therefore haften to return you 
infinite and moft fiiicere thanks, both for the 
gift which you have been pleaied to beftow 
on me, and for the affe6Uonate and partial 
jfepofitioas of yjdUr kind heart in my fiivoHr, 
iBzprefled in profe. and in verfe, with equal 
gra^e and elegance. In the printed poetical 
jElFay which I always perufe, and re-perufe 
'with new pleafure, you- have fully (hewn . 
)vith what kind of pindarjc pen nature has 

fumiihed 
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who hd^ already ip biglily f^vourpd you, will 

furuifti )ou with a much. better ilioeixiaker,. 
Continue: to honoqr no^ with your valuable 

friendO^lp, and b<^lieve me to be with equal 

. : i yi<}niia, Aii^uft 8, 176^ 

■(It • 

i ■ . " ■ 

p 

LETTER m, 

TO THfi SAME. . \ 

woek$ haye already ^elapfcdtifioce* 

I was informed by the officers of this Cuftom* 
hpuiii?^ that a paccj^l Qf J)ook$ a4dreifed:^to 
mc^ was arrived, 1 had no doubt, but that 
tl>i§.iVRs th^ long wiflb^ed fqr poetical pneiiMt 
of i>oa]^.s which yoM .h&digenerQwfly 4$?ftiaed 

for 

« 
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for my ufe ; but my long impatience to pof^ 
ieis them, has ftill been obliged to iufFer the 
furthbr delay of a rigorous examination, to 
Which all printed books brought hither are 
fubjed ; and to this delay was added that of 
the book^binder, into '\^hofe hands I was 
obliged to put the loofe and deranged iheets, 
in order to enable me to read them with any 
degree of comfort. I am at length, how- 
ever, in pofleffion of the three volumes ; and 
here 1 muft frankly confefs, that the *mag* 
netit power of the Verfes, violently attracted 
all my attention to the previous peruial of 
yoUr- poetical verfion* But perceiving in 
your learned preface, (which from long habit^ . 
I never negleft) that it was your with the 
reader fliould firll be furnifhed with your ne* 
xreiiary *viaticumj before he entered on poetic 
ground, I prepared to obey you; and found 
myfelf well fatisfied, and gcneroufly rewarded 
for my obedience ; as your very learned pre- 
liminary diflertation, not only qualified me, 
^as much as t am capable of being qualified) 
to judge of the merit of your tranflation ^ but 
has made me travel with wonder and delight, 
through the vaft, various, and choice erudi- 
tion, with which you are no lefs ufefiilly, 
dian abundantly furnifhed ; and has excited 

in 
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lomefuch tkgerM& to profit at {oe^iy H 
rate, from all the inlormation which yotli' 
literary labours prefent to the reader, that 1 

could uot defer enriching myfclf, by a peru^ 
ial of your golden treatife on the calendar^ 
weights, meafures, and mone/ of the He- 
brews. Thus prepared and difpofed, you 
may eafily imagine. Sir, that in the peruial 
of the eighty Pialms which you have tran-* 
dated, I have not uegleded one of the mar- 
ginal notes, or obfervations with which they 
are accompanied ; and that I have been 
compelled to receive all the inftrudion, a9 
well as pleafuie, which ^ou have prep^ed 
for us. 

The dlgiilt) , clearucis, harmony, and elcr 
gance of the ftyle, fo properly Varied, ac-> 
cording to the grandeur, humility, auger^ 
contrition, or tendernefs, exprefled in the 
iacred writings, would be a lufficicut merit 
in your work; but, the being able to corre^ 
fo effedually and naturally, what fo many 
of the moft learned invefiigators after long , 
trying in vaia to accomplllli, have pro- 
nounced heterogeneous to the Oriental km* 
* guage of poetry, has, in my opinion, all the 
merit of a new diicovery of ibxne unknown 
continent^ and befides this, I admire in you^ 

without 
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witljout underllandiag it, the combiiiatioa, 
in one indrvid^, of 41 that fire and energy ; 

of genius, which enables vuu to mount Par- 

nafiiis, "^'r^ the eool perf^ver ance neceiiary 

to critical eatj^uiries. 

And yet» begging your pardon^ I have, 
found fomething that is reprehenfible in your 
bopli;, the attentive (>erufal of whi^h h^ 
agcuftoiaed nje to criticifoi. \ c^oUQj; fpf* 
give , tbft il^vftice with which yw h^vf?^ 
treated in your pr^^pe, that ^09r little tov^n^ 
as. you eaU your native place; in wl^cfa^ 
you CQipplain of being buriisd in felitudc: m 
you owe tp the traaquil leifure which 
affords you, an exemption from the. ine-^ 
vitabk di^dtions of a crouded city, and 
are in feme meafure indebted to this circum- 
ftance for the honourable place which you 
already hold in the Republic of letters, at fb 
early a period of your life. If you would ' 
wipe away this ungrateful ftain, you ought 
in conlcience to make a public acknowledg- 
ment 0/ your error. ' 

But retorting the accu&tion, you will, 
perhaps, fay that it is I that am ungrateful, 
for appearing almoft infenfible to the kind 
partiality with which you fo liberally honour 
me in your works^ and pgAponing my 

thanks 
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thanks for k to the end of my letter. Bat 
jtni xhUft not do me ib much injuftice; I 
have a due leole of ail jour kindue&, and of 
the advantage of your good opinion : and if 
1 ipeak of them late and briefly^ it is becauie 
I am fearfbl if I fliould dwell too much on 
the iiibjed of your praiie, ot provoking you 
to examine the little merit I may have, by 
an e>^act experiment , in your cncical cruci- 
Ue. Ah ! my dear Sig. Saveriol explore it 
no further^ if you w iih to continue to kve 
mti hat rather judge of it from that grate* 
affedionate^ and refpeclful efleem, with 
which i am, and ever wifli to be^ invariably 
yours. 

4 , ' ' Vieiiia» April 3, 1769* 

ft 

P* S* I intended ipeaking fully of the 

mafterly tranflations of Pindar and Homer ; 
of the truly lyrical dedication; and of ibme 
particular p(alms with which 1 have been, 
in a more efpecial xtiannert afieded ; but my 

liatural powers correlporiJ but ill with my 
wiihes. Pray believe^ however, that I feel. 

all that one author can wiih another to 

* 

feel in his £iivour. 

c 

4 
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Letter iVi 

TO THE same; 

'TV guopie irute^i mH And is my friend 

§ig. D. Savei-io among the cbnfpirators ? 
br rslthet aixiorig the twd psirtial projectors 
'Who have conceived a dcfigil that will over- 
whelm me with cbnfufion? Hoiv could 
you imaginfe It poffible for me to have the 
. bdufkgc to fudain the idea of feeing myielf 
placed at the fide of the father of the 
rdufes F (d) And the Prihceis of Belmonte^. 
who ought to be perfectly acquainted with 
the charadler of the dean of her fervants, has 
She^ inftead of oppofing it, given her countd- 
Hance and ibpport to fo ftrange a defigri, 
and coufpired to vex and mortify me ? The 
extreme diffidence df myfelf, even to a vice» 
Which has tormented me through the whole 
jbourie of my life» and been the greateft 
obftacle to my prolperity, was fo well known 

[d) It feeing that there wa& at this time, adeftgn formed 
ai Naples^ of printing; Pope's life of Horner^ and dedi* 
eating it to MetaiVafio^ and of placing an engraving of 
fcis head, cfppofite to that of Homer. " * " 

Vol. iL c c to 
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to her, that might have cafiiy figured to 
herielf, what melanchaly thoughts , of my; 
own unworthhiefs, fuch excclTivc partiaUty 
^ would ^wakeii; and how feniible I mtift be^ 
of the difpropoi tloii of an honour, Ivhich 
has been fo mvolufttarily uiurped by xi^es 

^ ^oU muft not imagme, however, that my 
juit £bame will in the lestft didiinUh the 
gratitude which I owe to my friends, foi* 
their kind and moil flattering inlentioii|s« 
For though it has been carried to excef^, I 
Ihoqld regard it as the*happieil circtiniftance 
of my life, if I could feparate the idea of the 

. .effect from the caufe. 

It would be too long and laborious a tafk 
for me^ to. point , out all the paflages of jo\ut 
learned trauflation wliich have pai tieularly 
ftrock.me^ The matter would '^o^reale 
exceffively under the pea. But I am now 
liiore able to write long letters i and the 
remorfc for ne'glefted exeellehce would be 
More disagreeable to me^ thaii the iktigue' 
of pfaifiug it. I muft, however, briefly fell 
yOii^, thaTt the forty-fourth and iixty-le^cnth 
^fabtts, have imprelfed my mirfd with mt 

* * * * ' 

tti\<cfommbn degree of plescfure-and admira- 
tion ; the firft by an ingenious, elegant, and 
^etical elocutioit, no left wonderfully, analo- 

gous 

f 
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gous to the allegoiical, than literal, leule \ an4 
the fecotid, by ati unexpected clearn^fs and 
conlillcnce, notwithftaiiding the apparent 
defperate want of connexion in the original 
Then in your thoughts on the ancient muiic> 
tod on the theatre^ you have flattered my 
felf-loye fafficieiuly to make me pleafed with 
tny own ideas ; as the greater part o^ theixl 
|)erfecily coincide with thofe which my medi- 
tations on the jTanie fubje^s biave formerly 
produced. 

The frank and friendly account which 
you have confided to me,, of yoiir pad and 
iprefent enterprifes* has obliged me extremely i 

and I cannot fufficieAtly praife your wile 
refolution of devoting your diftinguiihed 

talents to the more Fruitful, and fur yo\i^ 

v 

more Glorious, application of poetry. I fore- 
fee with pleafure, the laterefiing and iliuilii-^ 
bus progrefs yoU will niake ; and aljready, in 
iomc degree, partake of it, both as your fel- 
low labourer, and almoft yoiir cduntrymaa* 
You mUft nut be kandalized at tins laft pre- 
tenfion : there is a foundation for it^ VoU 
already know, that the beneficent Gian.Via- 
benzo Graviha^ no lefs a Father than Mafter. 
to me, with a labour which ought to have 
produced fnlit more worthy of Jiiim, urove 

to 
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iBiteratoUFi'tmAAommj^xiriii^ JSfpr, 

wiiofip iim^ he ^piace(Lme,£iw^^:ft>6l^il<^ to 
go : tfcroogfr ^:<whbfei: courfcr pf.i phtf^^hy 
under his dUctpUne^ wdAWtfarjwh^NI^ 
in Calabria^ all the time that yf%$ thought 
neceifary . for. the compietiou qf that d^i)gn. 

bsLVt therefore ibme reaSxk to pride myielf 
for haYiag run ivom the ,baak$ qf mff mkMVO 
lUbur, as fiir as Magna Grsecia^ and tafiing 
the firft alimeius of icieato^c ^Qgaitiga,* near 
the remowned imrce of the Italic fe£l» 
* My tranflatien in yerfe of Jiorace.'s Art 
Poetry, has been long finifhed. J[t,howcver, 
requires iimumexablei>ot^$and;ol^iervatiQas9 
fpr 'which I have colleAed many materials; 
but time has always been wanting, as well 
as patience, for a talk to me extremely un- 
grateful ; fo that thefe materials ftill remain 
ia the utmoft confufion ; nor do I know 
when I fhall have courage fuificient to fet 
fabout digefting them. The beft of it is, 
that tl^ r<^uUi^ 4}f- ■ letters will mot iuffer 
any great iajuij from my negligeiice. The 
few reliedlions whiah I wrote upon all the 
.Gicek tragedies and coaiedici chat remain, 
^ ^ merely 
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merely toaffift iny Q^iiiein«79r|iai wli0% 

ftilfilled theii^ deftination in the private ufe t 
mode oi' ^Imiw I had.mt furm(h«d Hbaok 
WlA the neceflary equipage, for appegrittg^- 
with decency in the Icttrped woiM j>MNk 
they miift therefore remain contented, in the 
littk tOJMr- wingh^^ I Ju^e^^ affigoed ihemi inr 

Alas l'4'iu3QL j»0W' out of'breath^ tt^y touch 
re^^died Sig. Saverio. The pleafure of 
talking with ¥&u» has made me lorgat my 
infitees ; but noW I am forced to finifli 
my 'letter^ whether I • will or ^ no* • Da not - 
withdraw from mc your regards Reprefent 
the entctA my iiMtificatioa and gra}itiide 
to the Prihcefs*i(li Belmonte — ^Honour 
with yeur cemmandd^ and beliiBve me^ iic^ 

' ' ' Vienna, May 291 



L E T T E R V, 

TO THE SAME. 

• Ik ipite of the perfecution of my hypo* 
chdndriac aflfefiions, whkfa at prefeat thwatt 

mc beyond their uflial indifcretiont l cannot* 

iii&r your, iafi moft obliging letter to reittuii^ 

1.- c c 3 longer 
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, tAdurwered] la which I ^ad new 
riiotivc8 for being (Uttered With that eilviable- 
good f^tupc« mucji more thao my own 
ment^ which has produced y6uf afiedtouate 
asid moiJt partial regard towards .me. 

I hip^ read ov^r and over again» and 
^W9jf$ wjttiti new pbafure, botk t^p^ J^it^a- 
Jamie pialm, and the Cantata of Smu^. In 
the iirft, bcf^es the merits it has in corn* 
Iston witb ks e^tnpantons/ I have admired 
the author's dexterity iu applying it fo 
0{){k>#tun)Bly on the pr^feat occafion ; and iii 
the . de4ication of. it« I am |:»lealed . with 
myMi to;find^.that bfifere I had itich a con-* 
vinc:ii^ l^tiof ^ i^ 1 wa^. always liirmly of 
0(>i»i6n tbal yois wer^ mi tefs familiar iirith 
Uii^ JUitMi Himi thd lui^l^ mu^e. And in 
th<e nioft , gay and plea(ing Bmojlo, I fiiw 
throughout, in all its forest your reiguing 
and chara£teriftic excellen<:re'9 in uniting 
^poetical elegance with the deepeft learning 
and eriiditiont I colig^atulate y^^u on thc& 
gifts, and myfelf on being enriched with the 
pofTeffibn of fo valuable a friend. 

' 1 ftall tfv mv infiucnce with Sassone 

* ,. , ' . ■ • 

(fiafe) get liim 16 fet one of yftur f^mst 
tbrcragh He ia fo frequently dlfabled by the 

gouty tfaatl knofw liot. "ft^h^^r fa6, will have. 

• - ' ' ■' • ' ' 

it 



i - 
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it in bis po^^ t6 cBta^y «ith'^ i^ljft, 

Ht: does not live in th^ city; (o that malSy 
- monthsl5li|rfe, fomelimesV witholif ciir £b0ig 
each other. As foon as ever I can fpare the 
time, I fiudl fee^^ hi^, and if ppffiblci fet 
him to Work. I (hbuld krigthen .this letter 
cot|fidcmbiyi |f •writing wfa^lei^ paiijkf^ir^and 
ifkconveiiient to the mifchaiuim ojF my frai| 
fhme. JSeliefTC me alwaysi with tibo mo$ 
^oiiftai^t aiid r^fpe£b£^l efteem, &c, 

Hajif it ieems, was found in a fit of the 
gouty mi m9tiil» tQ oblige MeHi^ftfifif 9^ 

this time, in complying with his requeft^ 
howevef ho m^y have wiihod it^ fjMm^ long * 
acquaintance snid admiration of his charader 
i^d abilities ; ^e poet» tber^jbret &t bk 

pupil, the accon^pliflicd Signora Martinetz^ 
* tp work^ 4nd the l6U|f>wing letter gives ^ 

^cou4t of her fucgefs. 



? 9 ^ L 

I 
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tranfinitting it to you. However, I hope to 
find one foon ; and in the mean time, to 
prevent the deby from giving birth to any 
fulpicions injurious to my diligence, I givQ 
you this previous information. The pleafurq 
with which the yqung female compol'er has 
fet about this enterprize, and executed it^ 
inclines me to flatter myfelf that (he has not 
been unfuccefsful. She propofed to avail 
herfelf at once of the grace of the modern 
ftyle, avoiding its Licentioufnefs, and the 
folid ecclcfiaftical harmony of the ancient, 
'ftript of its Gothicifm. I am not muficiau 
-fufficient to judge whether flie has fuc- 
'ce^ided, or no j but I hope, at leaft, that 
the frame will not difgrace the pifture. You 
Vill be the beft judge of this yourfcif, who 
Tiave been long initiated in harmonical 
'myfteries ; and this being the cafe, it is 
•unncceflary to fuggeft to you, that this pro- 

duftion. 



idu^tioa, before it is expofed to the judgm^ot - 
pf profane ears, fhpuld be rehcarfed und^r 
the dire^oa of iomp able, difcreety and . 

f UariUble dircclor ; tha.t the faults pf others, . 
ia the execution, may uot be afcribed to the 
poor compoler hci icif. Wlicucvcr it is oi^ 
the road, you ihaU liave immediate iniprif^B^ 
^ion, ai|d 9V^ry uc<j:clkrj cucpmftauce cxr* 
|ilaii3ied. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. Dun S^vcrjo. Dp i\ol 
jcea^- to love lyie, and to believe me tp bey** 
y^ith e^ual reipcd and cftcem, &c. 

yienna^ I)ecember4| 1769. 

E T T E R Vllt 

TO THE SAIVIK. 

I OUGHT to snake a long reply feo your 
fnoft obliging letter of the ^/tli of No vemr 
|ber, in which, in the partiality fif afie&ipnate 
friendlhip, and aniii^^ted by your natural 
eloquence, you have almoft perjCuade4 me, 
that the. weight Qf years is ^ deUiable af- 
^iibmt in mounting P^tiaiiu^* But to 

avoid Afiatic prolixity, I ihall tell you, with 
|he moft iiiicere brevity, that the iuteufe 
giedjtation riegeflary for the iuveutioa and 

t?xtur<5 
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ing treated almoft all the modifications of the 

ing hafd labour to me ; for having already 
wktea io much^ ev^ry d%y ,ia 9mx^ , 
dangerof repeating Myfelf; andthcbeingfCt.er^ 

liaiiy w tik& watcb would db^ijfi^iw^ucui^Md 
clip my wings, in ^vcry attempt at elevation* 
Add to ihitf, that m sny moft confidoiil' aiiid 
vigeufous days, 1 was wantiag, even to 
excefs, ifi th^ requiiite coarage and opi^ieii 
cf rayfelf, >yhich is necciTarj in great eater- 
|iri^e$&l»i)d I Qf^morc than cTor cpnvin^ 
ccd, that this fpecics of uieful temerity* is not 
tx^be acquire^ in old-age. At prefejat, indeed^ 
if my good fortune has not freed me from 
j&tigue, it iis^ at lea|l) exeoxptdd me iror^ 
the difagreeable nieceflity of pnblifliing my 
weal^peis; iffs: wheit I ba^ pcajcly accom- 
plilhed the labour, enjoined me, I difcovere^ 
tbat i4 wa6 not the' intention 9^ tjnj; 

give any theatrical exhibition, at the ap- 
jproachingnupti^Ui ibtbatlh^vc abapdone^ 
jhe work >vith the higheft plcafure, remits 
ting to the Gr^ek calend&, the taik of Moiidin 
ing it. But I have alreadj^ fpoken too mycl^ 
about mjlilf. ■ *' 

I have read with infinite pleafure, t]^ 
<)Ctave Stanza, enriched witli the Lati^ 
* ' ■ paraphralc. 
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and have difcovered what vour o-enius is ca- 

paU» of, eveii in T'hk l^d' of poetiT^^ ^ I 

know not what more to rcq\iirc of you. Fa«^ 
'cittlyy dignity^ etoigftnce^ imaginaHioiit har- 
mony, and above ^11, judgment. The noblq 
rand r^dcttfing fauUe of the child 'and fymf 
difcovers tfa« richnefs of the mine, which 
:ppodiK:ed it^ I congratulate ym upba 
and am much obliged to you for the com- 

monication. - 

•I 

\ To-day, a parcel containing yopr moft 
|)eatitiful Ptalm?9 f<^t to mufic by^Mademtit- 
felle Marianne Martinetz, has been f^nt to the 
pofty for Naples. I hofiethe mtiiical torn- 
jjofitions will not dilgracc your excelled 
poetry; aol am impatient for your iincei^ 
opinion, as well as that of other good judges. 
OontihtMS to honoiik' me with your afie&kttiate 
faendihip, and believe me, invariably yours. 



yhe folbwiog lQng> and curious letter, npj 
only gives an accountof the fiivourablefecep* 
tion at Naples, of the mulic whitrh Signora 
Martinets had {tt to one of the Pfalisis of 
Sig. Saverip Mattel's tranflation; but con* 

taxns 
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je<9: of ancient Greek mufic. A theme upon 
which the ' poet ufiwfllingly' iint€rdA t tiut, 
having been preffed bv his correfpondent to 
diti:tl& this dark' and difficult poin^» iti hopes, 
probably, that his own decided fentinuents 
"^bvHi be fbrtiiied by coincidence, Metsftkfib 
htimbly difclaims all fcience, and neither 
^peaks as k profound Critic, nor tnttfieian; 
but aafwers an unreafonable queiUon» like an 
irittfffigent man, under the gaidanccJ^'df^*fi<r-^ : 
4efty, and good tafte. It was not liktdy that 
Metaftafio, ' who- bad nervfer 'h^rd the inicient 
xnufiG, nor icientifically iludied the mod^n^. 





li 







who pro4ailed himfelt to be welisraoquainted 
with the' uncient mufical writers, ^ndt a 
judge of modern compofition* The poet gets 
rid^df thef queftiori - dmrwfly : leaving it to - 
be aniwered by mqn of mofe comage^/aii^d * 
lefs difSdence^^ift tlicir Oira'i^ ; ^ - 

h| -1 ••^i t'lii? * "j ' ♦ !■ I • » 

1 c.v> g^.tf T'*E R villi' 

* "^fiw afFaif s, moft refpeaed Sig. Saverioi 
k^e ftfficiciftto^^^ att'ther iftivity of* 

■* - ^ ^ ' tired 



■ - : ^ 
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y^ars, Uke myfelfr I ^are more ^iinciB 

Oil. jfij "^Q^ P^f • ^'^^ A'r^^^ 

to acGompliih it ; 1q that I muft not only beg 

c^^you to parjd^ivr l>ut; pity, my luvolmit^fj) 
delay, . in, fmfwering } our laft obliging aud 
iGt^jfi^ i^t&^f .1 never dilTembled, £rpm ti^ - 
beginning of our intercourie, my phyfical inx'* 
pedimjcnts to jbeoomuig a conilaut aiudlabipi'* 
jrious oorreipondent i {o that you are obliged 
to take as you found me, aud in fpit^ q)l 
dcfefiis, to i^gard me as your own. : . j 
Prmimt mjfii vitUfum: tiki tfi las* <•....;./ 
• . Our indefatigable young compofer, i& ^ 
^emely Aupriled at the extraordinary ap^ 
probation with which you have houQU4i^ 
ker moafie. The limita preicribed to hbr urn*? 
bition, did not allow her to afpire at fuch an 
election ; and flie ha$ no doubt, but* that fh^ 
is indebted to your courteiy, for the chief part 
of thofe ftrong e3q>rd]ions which. iMttie jbeeii 
beftowed upon her produ6lion. However, 
40 hear the efied of her attempt, ihe had had 
a very private rehcjarfcl in her own apart- 
ment, of the Pfalm which ihe had fet. 
There was only a finglc inftrunient^for each 
part ; and Jfbut voices,, rather bclo^jnedio- 
•crity, without, any Qti^er. . ai^^ftaficeT-ia the 
I chorufes V 
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chorufe&r fa that all the enchantment o£ 
that fpecies of paintingt whidj drifts &6tA 
chiarc-Jcuro, was wanting. But notwith-* 
^binding this, J am obliged to confefe, thai - 
thevaned, delightful, and uncommon har- 
xtMKf off the ^otnpoiition^ gmiaily fuvpntftA 
mj cxpedation ; as well as that of the few 
initialed^ who were admitted to the mjHfbrieSi 
She had the precaution to pmvide a co^y of 
•thip ffDetpy -for each periin pf dent, and cx*» 
uited .in the general applaule bellowed on ' 
the excellent Tntiiflator. t hope that this' • 
necefiary- itep was not negledied at Naples^' 
I take an ktterefted part iii the jtift borioui^ 
•which has been done to your learned book^ ' 
by the rapid (ale, which has^ foifijon rendered 
a. iiew edition, in o^vo, neceilary; but I 
ihould be forry if thefifft, in quarto, ttmainc^ 
incomplete* • Hie three volumes with which 
yoii <b obligingly favoured me, merely put 
iJlto boards, for the convenience of inllant 
perti&l, wait with impatience for their com- 
paiuou -or companions* m order to be uni- 
Artely'»*drefftd- With that elieWnCe ' anrf 
.ipltndguf^^which is due to their high rank 
and Hl^rthv*' They have^ hitherto odcflpife^i' 
my kilure lo pleaiantly and ufefully, that ' 
01 . ... . . ^ I ftoiild ' 
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1 i^^ld (grieve to^dcirai^i th^m of tbklkck 
mark of my gratitude. ; • - 

Aa^ .do wiih itf^ U>*t«U You lay iea^ — 
tiipipflts ^ the «nefit of Ancienli Mdic!! : 
Ah! iCru4 ^ijffW Saveriol Tbi$ is iiiiiu^ . 
manly driving me iato a labyrinth, whence i 
you varj(.Wiell.kaow, that it is unpoiiiUio iisr 
me to extricate '.myfolf, even if I were fur- . 
niihed.With ^ the neceiTary i^ilru^nCs^. , 
for fuch an.operation, aad was in the vigour 
of yo^th to ule theou What ceaiooaUe . 
parallel can I poffibly draw of unknowa . 
obje£ls.^ I am convinced of the royal pomp . 
and magnificciice of the Hebrew mufic: I . 
Am Hot allowed to doubt of the e&KSlQy oi,. 

the Greek ; but notwithftanding that, I am 
Utterly .unable, to form, to^myielf, a juii idea 
of theii' different fyftems* I like wife know 
.very w^U^ ^hatmuiic is .the ikspc throi^gHwc . 
all nature, that is, cojififting of a (kJi^biful , 
JkarmiV, ^0^^ from .ftoffirtms ^.fffwidt. : . 
MTid acute tones^.and in times qf d^^crent dura- 

* * ■ 

,ikh<^ Sut who .will fuiioiihf .me -9v»ftb;.'ijbi». : 

-» 

clue of Aiiadae, to prevent my being be-,l 
wildered ,ia thfie prc^Hutipn^^ 
cip^lly.,depc^^oa..the ^ccur^te divifion of^- 
.thc^ipale, or jrerie$.of /tCHaes>\Kbiahr/g^^ 
-boweyei, has been* .1 helieve, and ftill rc-J 

matQ;:^ 
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mainSj manlfeftly imperfrft. How fiiouy 
I doubt of this, when . I hear the greatdl 
mafters^ diipute whether the mterval froiri 
one found to another, ought to confift of 51 
7, or 9 commas ? When I find that one * 
ealls the* 4th a difcord, and another a perfefl 
eoncord ? While 1 perceive that a harpfichord,- 
if tuned exa£tty according to the divifioni of 
our lyftem, is feniibly faUe ? And if, in order to 
remedy this inconvenience. Tuners ought to? 
leave an exceflive 5 th, called the Wolf^ (that 
is, out of tune^) and flattens as miich as pol- 
fible the other jthb, to render the 3ds more 
agreeable ? Wh6 will tell me, that the an* 
cients were more happy than we are in the 
exaStnefs of this divifion, no>& f^bje£i: to 
error, than that the calendar I Or who 
will inform nac, by titrhat expedient they 
obviated this imperfectioii, in order to dif- 
guife, as we do, the inconvenience ? 

After having read in Plutarch, the tire- 
fome enumeration of the inventors of mu» s 
fical improvements ; after hearing from hin», 
and the Greek writers cfdlc^ted and com- 
mented by the learned Meibomiits, the terms 
hypate, nete^ diapafotiy dlaUjfuHHi diafent€i . 
$Uracbards^ diatmia, ^^bramatic^ and €Mr^ 
mnic genera f and ail the vocabriary of aA- 

• ciejit 
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tXttX taxk^ty ih^U I be a bit the wHer ? ihall 
I then know how to form a clear definition 
df all thofe words which bright children? 
And in fuch total daikncfs, how is it poffible 
to form comparifons? Perhaps what is dark, 
as Erebus to me, may be broad day-light to 
Others more per^icacious, and lefs ilrangerd * 
in this vaft and gloomy provincck But you 
mud not i^naginct (hat even this will enable 
them to form a juft comparifon between- 
the ancient and modern muiic. Mufic i« 
th^ objeA of a particular fenfe ; and the 
ienfcs, either from their natural variations^ 
or diofe which Afferent habits occafion* 
change their tafte, not only every century^ 
but every ' feaibn. A banquet drefled at 
preient by the. receipt of Jtpkius^ would 
difguft the ftrongeft ftomachs. The To much 
.boafted Baccbi cura Pakmus agar^ in the 
opinion of modern palates, would now pro-* 
duce a wine only fit for galley-iktves. Bitter, 
tiaufeous CofFee> worfe than poifon itfelf, ao*'* 
cording to Redi, i^ become a moft de)ighti^ * 
beverage, to all the inhabitants of the globe> > 
and who knows, whether, at laft, ho<lid not^ 
grow fend of It himfelf. The Airt which.fe ' 
enchanted our forefathers, are now btcotm% 
coarfe, difgufting, and- inftipportable lolfcK* 
yox^ XI. B.d bies. 
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hits, to modern ears. What then ihadl we 

call the perfcftion of mufic, lubjefied as it id 
to the deciiions oi taile, which is itielf every 
moiiicnt changing? and whence fhall 1 take, 
a certain model from which to determine^ 
whether I judge from found principles, or 
the delirium of tafte ! Bot^ you iky, thi» 

fcepticifm does not anfwer my queftion. 
^* I can doubt as well as you, and have na 
•* great enriofity to know how you doubts 
*^ Mj wiih is^ to be informed .what your 
^ ideas are of ancient Jtnd modern mufic; 

as it leemt ab£»lutely impo^le^ but that* 
^ in Ipite of all your doubt, you muft have 

formed fome." It is mo& certain^ my 
dear friend, that the flighteft foundations 
are {iifficient for our adive and daring mut* 
ginaUon to build upon at our pleafure. Ths 
inftant I hear the dames of Cairo; or Fekia^ 
proaounccd, they prefent rne with ideas of 
thoie vaft cities, 'which 1 have never j(een» 

Now if it will latisfy you. Sir, to know the 
ideas which I have formed on fimilar fibun-. 
dations, 1 am ready to gratify your curiofity. 

It feems to me, my much rei|>i£i:ed friend^ 
that the muiic of the ancients, was iiot only 
much more fimple than ours^ but more effi** 
cacious ; and that of the luodeins, on tlie 

J . contrary, 
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the iioging at the fame tiine,> feme kk 4they - 
feme in 5ths, and fome iii o6laves, but in 
9^iz£tly the fame, melod/. 

And indeed, if fuch a wonderful inven- 
tioiir had been known to the Greeks, who 
can believe that they would not have de- 
fcribed it with more pomp and paiade^ Let 
us add likewife, that all the diflFereht ways 
which the ancients had of writing mufic^ 
•that are come down to us, render their 
practice of our complicated counterpoint 
impoffible. That power of cxpreffing, as 
we Aq at preienty in one fingle fiaff com* ' 
pofed of five lines, all the alterations of 

fMndd poffible, and their fcveral lengths and 

duration, it was which enabled U3, by placing 
oAe mdilody over aiiother, to dtfeover at 
a fingle glance, all their relations and ifo- 
chronoui^ employments, whiebt in my- 
opinion, gave birth to counterpoint. Now 
this. n»KQiierof writing muficy you know^ k 
not of higher antiquity,, than the eleventh 
cpntury. , - . ^ 

Then the ancient mufic, having liad more 
efie£t than* the modera, i^ tMne a proof that 
it muft have been occafioned by the abfo- 
lutely d^&i^ent inftitutioa of tnoiciit and: 
• modern fingers. The, theatre is the tl^one 

of. 
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of mufic. There , (he caa di^lay alt the 

pomp of her enchantments, and there- the 
reigning tafte of the people is propagated. 
The theatres of the ancients were vaft 
iquares, ours are veflels of imall dimenlioas. 
Hence, in order to be heard in them by the 
innumerable ipettators alTembled together^ 
it was nccellary to be poflelTed of that vox 
Tragadorum^ which TuUy o-e^uired in aa 
orator ; and, co;ifequcntly, it was neceflary 
for peirfons defiined to uie their voices in luch; 
ample theatres, to begin in very early youth, 
io render it ftrong, firm, clear, aiiid vigorous^ 
by an exercife very different from that in 
preieut pra&ice^ On the contrary, our. 
fingers, who can be heard with much lels 
force, have abandoned the ancient labo- 
rious fchool ; and inftead of fatiguing them- 
^ves in rendering their voices .firm, robull, ^ 
and fonorous, ftudy to m^ke them more de- 
licate and flexible*. By this aew method^ 
they have attained the wonderful power of 
velocity, which aftonilhes the hearers, and 
procures them unbounded applaufc. 

&ta voieeLdiminiihed, in eternal motion^ 
and, confequently, weakened by arpeggios, 
trills, and divifions, may well aflbrd that 
pleafure which arifcs fronx vyoa4cr, and 

J) d 3 pught 
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ought .to be . .prqca^ed hy sl lyUogifm ; 
never that proceeding immediately from the 
natural and vigorous imprejOi^oi^s pf ^ clcarji 
firm, and robuft voice, which afFeds pur 
organs of hearing with equal force and de- 
Ilght, and has the power even to penetrate the 
fouh I have had, and many others inay ha^e^, 
opponuiiit) , by a fmall fpecimen, tojudge. 
how enormous a difference there is betweeq 
thcictwo manners of finging. Thefuigers of 
thepontifica],chapel, though from their child- 
^iood educated ia the modv:i'n fchool, wheu 
(hey are admitted in that .ehoir, are obliged 
rigoroufly to abandon alj the gipplauded em-r 

i>eUiflimwts of com^xoji finging* and to ac- 

guftom themielves, as muph as pofllble, ^ io 
iate a period, tq fwell ^ad f^ftin ti^e yotce* 
^ow the celebrate.4 M^ferere itfeLf^ which 
hak raviihed me ia jext^tip ple^iure, ^n4 in-* 
tei-nally moved me, as ^Juug at Rome, b^yon^ 
luiy odber mufic I ever heiu-d, ha$^ pjily hrt 
tigued and wearied me, whsin executed at 
Vienna, according to the mp|l exoeycAt ily^ 
of the pr^lent times. 

I have imagined, fometlixies, tfaat oui^ 
.iCGclefiaftical chant might giviC u$ fpme idea 
of the ancient ; confidering, that about the 
cpd of the fixth or beginning pf the fevwti^ 



1 
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ccntiiry, when St. Gregory regulated thfc 
tnufic of the Liturgy, the public theatres were 
ppen; and it appears to me natural, ,that 
whatever mufic was compofed at.that time^ 
would be tinflured with the reiguing ftyle^ 
But beiides the hs^'barifjoi into which the 
theatres^ as well as other things, were then 
funk, what performers could be found now^ 
^at are able to execute it, if it is impoffible 
for our iingiprs tp fuftain a maxima though 
'they can run thirty-two femi^uaveri> in 

' Good God ! whs^t a long and tirefome 
Icrawi have you induced me to write 1 I may 

>vell {^y with A|ia.9reon's .4^ve ; 

Thy treatment is fo kind and gpsxiouSp 
It makes me as the Pie loquadous. 

In reward for my blind obedience, J inr 
treat you not to fuffer this letter to get into 
other hands than your own. I fliali be in- 
jconiblabie, if any oneihould think of making 
it public, under the notion of doing me ho- 
nour. You know my defcfe r pity them : 
continue to love me in Ipite of them ; .and 
(onftantly believe me, &g. 

^^ieilnil, April 2:5, 1 770, 

(e)A Maxima or Lirgey In old mufic, equalledin length, 
ei|ht f^mibrevcSi 

' p4 4 let- 
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LETTER IX, 

TO THE SAMS. 

' 1 RECEIVED laft week your parcel fronir 
Naples. 1 know not by what conveyance^' 
1101 could an^ oae inform me ; but I perqeivc 
that it brings me the Iheets which Ihould 
have accompanied your preceding letter. 

I have read youf ingenious Cantata for 
the nuptials of the Marchionefs of Tanuca\ 
or rtither Drama ; for this pleafing compofi-r 
tion, befides the vivacity of ftyle, is full of 
a6iion and incidents^ which entertain and 
feduce the reader, and at the fame time 
contribute to the panegjrric of the hero. 
Every day produces new proofs of th6 
amazing extenfion of your talents; and I am 
proud of the juft idea which I had conceived 
of them, from the very beginning of gu|^ 
acquaintance. 

I' am extremely delighted by the atten^ 
tive perufal of the pauficp-philofophical 
letters, which you have been pleafed to com* 
municateto me^). I haveboth s^dmired ^pd ' 
envied the foire and dexterity of tWo Valiant 
athletics, who not only fhew maiterihip iu 

(f) AlMing tCf 3 cc»^roy^y on the Aibjed of andent 
Mufic, between S»g. Mattci tjic Bifto|) of ^*^,inT 

^heif 
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their art by affailing, but Iklrmifliing wiA 
each other. They have long kept me fluc« 
tuatiag between their different decifions. 
£ach of them ajOlaulting me alone» would 

have vauquilhed me; but the one having 
defended me from the violence of the other, 
without changing my place, I find myfelf in 
At midft of my former doubts. All that I 
can be certain of, is, my firm refohition 
never to ezpofe myfelf to the attacks of fuch 
expert and vigorous champions, left I ihould 
lumifii you with too cogent rea(biis for 
dimini(hing that cxceffive partiahty with 
which I perceive you think, fpeak^ and 
write, of me ; a partiality, which being 
^wiiolly gratuitous, is hot fufficiently re|>aid 
by the ^mple, but due julli^e, w Jiich I pubr 
Jicly refider you. 

My fantaftical conje6hire$, concerning 
ancient mufic^ communicated to You onlyt 
in m<^re obedience, are not worthy of f de- 
ftiice. I am myfelf fo little certain of them, 
that } would not on any account, take u|» 
9irms in their fuppoFt. However, it ieems 
to me, as if you thought me inconfiftent, 
and Ci^tradidlion with my own prlnciplesf 
^nd I wifh, at l^aft, to demouftratc to you, 
tlwt if I \)9Y^ hap|)ened to fail in reafen and 

pl^^rn$f«i 
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^earn^, I hav« ndt violated the diakAie 

cartons. After having aiferted the enorm* 
inftability of tafte, it is true, I 'have fiip^ 
ppiibd a conllaat and gej:]i/eral ^mfhcity 
m the ancient mufic, compart with ours : 
a^d ji^ave not fuiEci^ntly diitinguiUxed the 
dif&rcnt periods which may be comfnre^ 
headed in tho. nan^^ of ancient^ Is^ the ii£^ 
place, I coofefg, that it never entered into 
my nund, that the variety of tqftes^ at ail 
contradifted the cmfiancy of fimplicity j as the 
one if^y v^ry tp latiaity, without ^hangiag 
the other- For example : the expreffions of 
fimpk and Joft^ fmpk md rtfugb^ Jimple 0nd 
tender^ Jimple and fevere, &p. involve, in my 
opinioiiy pp contradi^lioo ; as all the thbut 
iiuJ infinitely different modifications, which 
may be pbje&s of tafte, are capable of onq 
and the fame co^ftant fimplicity, and may 
\^ 4au0d included in it, as the ipoae^ in th« 
genu^,. If, therefore, I have not diAinguilhed 

tth^ feveral periods of antiquity, it i» becaaie 

J thought fimplicity common to them all ; 

■ 

thd gatalogue of taftes being allowed, . 

did not feem necefifary to gJcribe to the 
' pncy th^ cbfiDges of the ather<i Liet- me ^ry 
to reader my reafoning more clear. I 
• f |i^^l>liih a$ a fpndamental). that 1 segard the 

tkec^tre^ 
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theatre^ to be the indifputable arUiraimf • 
fbe fate ^ mu/ic. jUi the theatre the pec^le 
bear, and being naturally imitators, retain, 
fLuA r^peait, whi^t ha^ pieaied thojixi the 
fnaft, in public, whether there, at fefi- 
^ival^y or eveja jkn the. temple, whither m 
procefs of time, the theatrical tafte is car- 
ried* It fs certainly ib in our times, nofr 
have the ancient? been without obferving 
it. Ovid, in (he third Book of hi$ Fjo/ii^ 
defcribing the different diverfions of the 
Romaa people^ the £elds beyond th^ 
. Tibur, 4^ring fhe 0ma fp'enna feftivah^ 

lUse it €49taut quldquid dfiUtf the^tris^ 

£t jaifant faciUs ad fua verba manus* 

And tbither from tiie ftaige fhejr bring 
The fav'rite ftrains they dance and flng. 

While from the geftu res of their arms 
The worcU obtain new force and charms. 

Now the theatre, through all dramatic 
^itiquity, which has come to my knowljedge, 
beginning from the firft ftage of -^fchylus, 
pr if you w^ll, the Cart of Thefpis, cotempor 
iury with Solon among the Greeks, axid 
from Livius jhuhronicus among thp Romans, 
f lie theatre I fay, has been ahvays a place iu 
(}ie open air, fufficiently ipaciouS; to contaiif 

» grejit 
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• * a great number of Ipeclators, till the modem 
jnYention of our indofed, cx>yered, and 
extremely contraded halls, which wc now 
hooour with the mune of theatres. Thefcn 

in my opinion, have given birth to, favoured^ 
and f endered pQffible, our moJft coQsplicated 

iyflem of mufic, fo different from the • 

ancient. Now as the art of found, depends 

on the regulation of air put into motion, it 
is.necefiary) when a great body i:» to be 
moved, that it fliould be done by means 
infinitely diiferent from thofe employed for 
one that is circumifcribed. Whoever fings 
in the open air to a whole people, is obliged 
to ufe his utmoft force to ntake himfelf 
heard ; a force unnecelTary for our wonder- . 
ful divifions and vocal tricks, which cai) 
only he- executed with a fubdued voiqe^ and 
Jn an iixclofed plage. J^Jgvv \yhea a melody 

is compofed of few parts, its combination^ 

are few j fb that it muft neceffarily be more 
6mple. What I imagined to be a proof of . 
thi? univerfal fimphcity in the time of Plato^ 
Is, not confuted, to my thinking, advert-^ ' 

ing to the pleafures received from this art 

in modern times. You muft not, my dear 

Sir, imagine thefe to be many, becaufe 
. p)any t^lk of ihem. A fmall fmatte^ing in 
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the tKeory of an art, furniihes the means oi^ 

much difcourfe on the iubjcd ; but the. 
becoming a real artift, is die work of incel!^ 
iant praftice, that mafters every thing, with- 
out excepting even vktue itfelf, which* 
iages have defined habitus animi ratione con- 
fentamus. That the practice of modern' 
mufic is infinite, needs no proof. To exer- 
cife the cheft, the lips, the eyes, ears, and 
fingers, till they inftantly unite in the per- 
formance of offices fb diftin^ at the 
moment of need, requires millions of repe- 
titions, and an abundant ihare of heroic 
patience. This painful and eternal exercife 
generally occupies fo large a portion of our 
Ihort lives, that it leaves us little for other 
purpofes, military or civil. And if a few 
individuals have been able to vanquiOi thefe 
enormous difficulties, they (hould be reckoned 
among portents and phenomena, which arc 
worthy of*a4miration, though not founda- 
tions for rules. ' ' 
You fee, my dear Sir, how loquacious the 
puerile fear of pafling for a bad logician in 
your opinion has rendered me. - ' But to lay ^ 
the truth, this was hardly a fufEcient reaibh \ 
for giving myfelf lb much trouble. If we 
meet with foieciibas among legiiktors,''it'* 

a>oal4 
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fhould aot be regarded as a crirxie o/ gresii 
IKame or moral turpitude, if a poet chance to . 
be found guilty of contradictions. 

Our diligent young campofef^ eagerly en- 
joins me to prefent you her bell rqfpefts. She. 
basrelinquiihed all her other fhtdies, in order 
to attempt another pfahn, and has nearly 
arrived at the middle of the enterprise; If 
file proceeds with the lame felicity to the 
ehd of her talk, as ihe ieerns hitherto to: 

• 

have done; I hope Ihe will not be ftript of 
the reputation with which ihe has already, 
been honoured. The fecoad perulal of your 
fbrtyrfirft pfalm^ firft aiCgned to her^ fixed 
her affedlion in fuch a manner, that ihe 
caniiot avail hcrfclf of the liberty which you 
have allowed her^. of choofuig another* 
With reipcft to the voices j (he has deter- 
mined to employ the fame number as ihe 
did.in the Mtjerere, for the convenience of 
exerciiing her abilities as a contrapuntiil^ 
and for diverfifying the conipolition. She 
will write two airs with an accompaniment ' 
for the harp, obtigatai but in fuch a m^anner, 
that they may be executed with, a viojiii, 
*when no harp is at hand. Adieu, my dear 
iriead* - 

Viennv July*9, ^77*** 

LET- 
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L E,T T E R X* 

• TP THE SAME. . . 

r • 

\ Fmm a vepy coaunendahie deftre of not 

tnukiplying uleleis letters, 1 have, perhaps^ 
a little iiiftolged my > <xrgaiue indoknce, ki 
deferring my aiifwer to your two laft oblig- 
ing lett6i3»tUi the preleQtoecaiu)ti0faniimic^ . 
ing to you the departure of Signora Martin* 
fUtz*B Mw p&lm; which yon WooldlaaT^ 
received at leaft three weeks fooaer, if a 
delay had not been occafiolied by tbe fMChy , 
and badnefe of the copy ills in this city. Tha 
p&lnif therefore^ already coniignied 40 the 
bearer, will go the fame road as its elder 
brother. . The attentive compolfer has ftudted 
as miK:h as poflible to fecond the genius of 
this (acred produftion, by a difFereiit &Bprt£^ 
fion from that of the Mijerere. The fiibjeA . 
of which being the deep zffii&tcm of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart, who knows, acknow 
ledges, and detefls his crime, and implores 
mercy and forgivenefs. The fubjeft of the 
ftcond, is a ftrong deiire, floating between . * 
bope and fear ; lo that conAant afilidionr is- 

the 



Digitized by Google 



I 



f 416 ) 

the charaSeirUiic of the onef and of the mWf 

the perpetual conflidt of melancholy and chear- 
fill ideas; Which in minda occupied by hope 
and fear, rapidly fuccc^d eacli other. The 
me furniflies to the compofer more palfion^ 
and the other opens a field of greater variety 
to the opejAtions of fancy* You nndk jud^e^ 
Sir, whether (he has made a good ufe of the 
libe^y. Whiok tlus p&kn prefimta te bcr. 
imagination* 

But however ihe mify .haVe fiicceeded in 
this, fhe w ill certainly never attempt a com-^. 
peutjpa with the compoier who intenda to. 
onxaincnt my fortunate Giu/eppe riconofciuta 
With his notes. To give me an idea of the. 
excellence of this mulic, befides what you 
£iy of it» who have had the advantage to 
hear it, the refpe£led name of the Marquis 

a San Gkrght who has compofed it,. is fu£«. 

ficient. I have long known, that he potfefles 
this enchanting faculty equally with his, 
ether numerous accompliftiments ; fo that 
he is diftiu^ from perlbns of his clais, and 
has left far behind him all, the profefEonal 
induftry of the mofl celebrated mafias, who 
confefs themfelves fortunate that his high 
rank has delivered them from, the danger of 
contending with powerful a rival. I feel. 
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all the efficacy of your feduciug notes, in the 
(defire which you exprefc to enrich with your 
learned oblervations, tny facred compoiitions: 
u. temptation, to cohfefs the truth, too vio- 
lent for my Vanity to bear. But heaven 
forbid that I fliould take luch an advantage 
of the kinduefs of fo worthy and dear a 
friend ! I ought to wifih, and do truly wifli, 
that the conilant fertility^ of the foil* the 
cultivation of which you have pradejitly 
undertaken, ihould not be a moment neg* 
ledted for other concerns. But I am, never<* 
theleis, inhnite]y obliged to you for iuch a 
kind intention^ which diicovers to me the 
generofity of your heart, and the enviable 
place i^ it which I have the good fortune to 
o(:cupy. 

, .Your elegant encomium^ on the wife and . 
learned minifter, the Marquis Tanucci, . and , 
thofe which he univerfally receives from 
others, are juflly due* Thofe in your .poem - 
are ealy, decorouo, iiigeuious, and full of all 
that plealant urbanity, which infpires 
hilarity, wiihout the affiftance of a iingle 
trait of indelicasCy. It . is incredible to me, 
that you lliould be a novice in this kind, of 
writing. Your attempts may fcrve for- 
models. I am fo c^avlnced that nothing 
VOL II. E e 
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is impeffibie to you, that if you flioiild tafe^ 
it Into yifuv head to fly, 1 (hould not delpaij" 
to fee you make me an unexpeAed vilit at 
my chamber window. The extei^fioii of 
th6 talents with which hzmtt ha$ enriched 
you, appears to me every day mote vC^onder- 
All ; and as I k>v^ as much as I admire foxi^ 
I wi(h that fortune, in favouring you, would 
be as bountiful as n|iture« 

Adieu,- moft amiable Sig* Saverio ; con- 
tinue tb me your' moft precious friehdfhip, 
and remember, that knowing you as I do, I 
neither can ilor MriU be otherwife than yoiirs 
moil iinccrcly. , 

Viensiai Sep. 17, 1770', 

L E t T E R XJ, 

■ i 

TO TH'B SAME.' 

- » 

' I HAVE received, repeatedly read, and arf* 
mired with new pleafure, your new cantata 
written for the court, which you have been 
fo obliging as to fend me i and believe it 
impoflible, in an involuntary poetical opera* 
tion,that anyone ihould, in future^ be equally 
happy in the ufc of fymbols fdobfcure andun-' 
connected, as thofe inexplicable ancient pic^ 

turc& 
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tutes of Herculaneum, which you haye had . 

the art to make the bafis of your ingenious 
compofition. I fpeak not of the noble and 
clear %le, the feleftion of thoughts, the 
beauty and harmony of the numbers^ the 
Homerian iraitation of Alcides extricating 
himfelf &om Cimmeciat or of the gay and 
fcftive images in which it abounds. I fhall 
only iay, that I am wholly unable^ tp comr 
prehend how, amidft the affiduity of paternal 
cares, t^ laborious agitations of the bar, and 
the inidefatigable -toil of critical refearches^ 
you can ftill have the force to mount to 
the fummit of Parnailus at your pleaiure. I 
congratulate . myfelf upon it, as well as our 
Magna Grtecia^ the enviable produftrefi of 
men of fuch vigourous and univerfal genius* 
The^oung compofer rejoices at her muiic 
being iafeiy. arrived, and in your poiTeiTion* 
It is not thought worthy of any fiich en- 
lightened praife as you mention. All her 
ambition amounted to no more than a wifh, 
t^^t her humble notes might afford .the ex- 
cellent author, a part of that pleafure which 
(he has. received in fetting fo tender, devout» 
and (iiblime a compofition : Ih^ is therefore 
impatient for the event. 

E e 2 With 

■ 

■ 

Digitized by Google 



EHO OF THB 8&C0KD VOLUME/ 



CONTENTS 



OF T« p 



SECOND VOLUME, 



E 



SECTION I, 

XTRACTS of Letters to Sig. d'Argcnvillicrs i 



Letter i. To Sig. d'Argenvilliersy Juft return - 
ed from Parnaffus — Balance of ac - • 
counts— His correfpondent takes gra * 
titude for ready money — His new 
Opera in the hands of the Emprcfs 
Queen. - - % 

Letter 2» To the fame. Succefs of II re Pas« 

TORE Eloge on the Lady performers 
— Account of his own health, 4 



Threatened with a new Imperial command. 5 

I^ETTER 3. To SiG. FiLiFPONK Unable to writc oti 

nothing — The time for new virtues or 

T ■ ^ 

new vices, in him, is paft —Prints — 
Wiflies a fpecimcn of the newEgition 
of his Works at Turin-- Account of 
IlRePaftore, - - 6 

^ETTER 4. To the fame. Cenfures the Piaccnza 

Edition of his Works-^A Cantata and 
s e 3 Canzone! 



W'-*^' " CONTENTS. 

Canzonet i« Bettinelii*s Edition,. fp«n« 
ous— 'His letter Ihortened by his com- 
' plaints. • . ; 8^ 



Extn&$ from Letters to Sigl d*ArgenvilUen» which 
bear the Metaftafiini damp of wit, friendfhip, pr 

urbanity — Account of S;g. Pczzi, - - 

Lettm 5* To the Cavalier Farinelli. The dnir 
' - mitlc' ladies' good performance, has 
drawn npon him commands for another 
opera — Limitations under which he is 
obliged to write — Prefent from the 
Emprefs Queen for //i?^ Ptf/?dr^-*Nea- 
politan interefis hopelefs — The Matte i 
again commended. . - - 15 

L£TT£& 6. To the fame. Rapturous gratitude, for the 

favour and patronage of the Queen of 
Spain — Count Eftcrhafi's chara6>er of 
Farinelli — L'' Eroe C'lneje — His fatigue 
in bringing it on the Stage— Feftival 
at Madrid — Marquis Enfeoada 18 

Letter '7* To the fame* Setting out for Moravia'— 

His hypochondria — Not vet recovered 
from his confufion at the Queen of 
Spain's clemency— Count Efterhafi. 23 

Letter 8» To the fame. Juft returned from Mo- 

ravia^Count Eflcihafi - His account 
of Farinelli — Unable to write for want 

of health— Recommends a friend to his 
correfpondent— As his twin, wiihes to 
foffer for both. - - 2^ 

L£T7£K 9. To the fame. SemiratmcU ri^atta^Mtirc 

pleafcd with it now, than formerly — 

Promifo 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

ftomiif -to lake ^Mtf in hand— >Has 
•no amaaucnfi»-rPromifes zFeftertlh^ 

Difficulty of writing fuch trifles^No- 
thing to be found bearable among the 
Iforka of old melo-drama^ Fpets-^Re^ 
celves no cofliforj(«from being m fellow* 
iyxStttT with hit friend — -FarineUi's 
manner of bringing out Didoncy much 
talked of— MeiTage to the Queen of 
•Spain— Compliments ,fft>m the Conn* 
tefs d*Althan - • ^ 29 
Lkttsr io» To Sig. FiLiPFONi, Sends \i\mrEr9e 
' C'lnefi, and II Ri P^tfr^-^Afcrlbes the 

fimcefs of |K>th» to the dilettanti per- 
formers^-^Rabj's microfcopic edition of 
his Works. • - " 5f 
X,£JT£1L XI* To the fame. Their friendftip at the 
, proof on both fides-^Allowed to do 
• nothing in Moravia^ but grow fat 
and divert himfclf — Rabj the book- 
feUer, compared to a Tortoife. 3^ 
LsTTXX. 1%. To a gentleman of Mpdena. Hiacor- 

refpondent*s politenefs-^bts Eloge. 37 
Letter 13. To the fame, Thanka for his letter— 

And for the partiality of his friends — 
Keeps back at Drama and Sonnet, for 
further corrections* - - * 3S 
liETTXH 14. To the fame at Paris. Flattered by the 

univcrfal reception of his poetry — And 
favour of the ladies of France — Wi {hcs 
much to. gQ. to PiariSy but with little 
ho{>e. » *. . - • '» 3Q 
LtTTEB. 15. To the lame at Modcna. CharatSer of 

the Bifhop of that dioccfe. - 41 
I4ETTXE a6« To the fame. Thanks for M. Piquet's 

Piplomatic'Treatiie<«*Cntiquc of that 
£ e ^ Worl^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



CONTSNTS. 

Work — Cenfures its encouragement of 
political lying^Rccommends to hit. 
.correfpondetit its confutation* 4% 



Account of Pe^\iet and his writings. ^ • 46 

SECTION IL 

Letter i.To the Cavalier pAPaNELLi. Unable ta 

account for the time his letter has been 
on the road— 'Flan of an Entertain- 
ment, or ihort Drama^ for Madrid*— » 
Account of his fmall Pieces for the- 
Imperial Court — Porpora — Employed 
in transforming Ar^-dutchefTes into 
Amazons, &c« « - 4S 

t-fiTTiB. 2. To the iamc-. H^s finiihcd PJ/o/a Di/a- 

bitata — Poipoia, who, was to have let 
it, ill— Employs B»nno — His mufical ' 
education and chara^er — ^Meditating a 
Licenza for Scmiramidem - 51 

Lettsu 3* Subject of the Licenza — Bonno's muiic 

not ready^Porpora sot ' to know of 
, his heing employed— Gratitude to dlk 
Queen of Spain, and Farinelli, forprc- 
fents — P. S. The Entertainment fcnt 
oS — Has heard the Airs and likes 
them. - ' - - 55 

]^£TT£]i 4* Complainsof 6onno*8 want of pundnality 

— The parts caft of Vljola Difabitata — 
Rccointnends a little innocence to the 
CaAclli* - * - ^1 

Letteb. 5* Plan of another licmxa* , - .5^ 



The orii|;lnal inferted, with a tranflation. - 61. 
• ' ■ ^ Let- 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 
LETTER 6« To the fame. Flattering reoeptioti of 

rjfola Difahitatahy the Queen of Sp2iii 
— ExcclEve gratitude for the compear 
fation it procured hiin— -Imagines him* 

' ' ^ ■ feif prefent at Aranjaez, wben it was 

performed — l ar-nclH liiml'jJt pci-forins 
in it — Marquis del Paolo's obligations 
to FarinelJi — And thofe of others re** 
commended to liim by Metaflafio^A 
cartel for letters of recommeudatioa — 
Bonnets mufic not all approved or per- 
formed. - • - 63 

j^STTEK 7« To the fame. Irrefiftible wiih to write to 

him — Hears nothing but his praifes 
frpro all travellers to Spain — La CU'; 
nunta di Tue revived at Vienna^ to fave 
him the trouble of writing a new Opera 
— Waht' of fingers at that Court — 
Charaders of fuch-as were then there 
— Setting out for Moravia, - 68 

^ETTER 8* To the fame. State of health— Solicited 

from all quarters for letters of recom* 
mcndation to his corrcfpondent — Pomp 
with which Scmtramide was reprefented 
at Madrid — Jomelli's indolence — ^Min- 
gotti's caprice — ^Mattel's requifites and 
defe<5\s — Has made all Italy believe 
Metaftafio's in love with her — Fright* 
• , ^ cned at the talk of curtailing his Open^ 
of Wiilhes to fee Farinelli 

— Porpora out of humour — HafTe, as 
eilimable a man, as an able profcflbr. 7^ 
{^ETTEIL o. To the fame. Adriam to be cut down 
' ' for the Spaniih Court—His original 

intentions 



CONTENTS. 

intentions in drawing the fevcr^l cha* 
ra(5lcrs of that drama — Has circumcifcj 
the firft aa of jilcffandrO'-QzXh it a 
butchery —Unable to write a new 
Opera for his Imperial Pationefs. 7j 

Letter io. To Sig. Filipponi. The Bard*5 account 

of his own health — Projedted new Edi - 
tion of his Works at 'i'urin. 78 

t^ETT^^R ii« To the fame. His hypochondria — Lift 

and arr;)ngement of the Pieces to be 
inferted in the now Edition. 75 

J^ETTBR 12. To ti c Abate Pafquini. Promifes to 

fupport his intereft at the Court of 
Saxonyj to the utmod of his power* 

8a 

Letter 13* To Sig,d'ArgenvtHiers. Congratulates 

him on his brother being created car- ; 
dinal. ^ - 83 

^^TT^R 14. f^n^e* Pn the fame fuhje6t. 84 

Letter 15. To §ig. Fi)ipponi. Prevented from 

y|T\X\^Z by a little jpiirney to Pam^us 
r— Thanks to the Abate Pafquini, for 
intending to correal the prefs in a new 
Edition of his Wofkf at Turin — Dif- 

> • courages the enterprise — Thinks the 

Paris edition will ruin all others. 85 

Letter 16. To the fame. Pefteced with letters from 

all qytartcrs — Has flopt the publication 
pf Calfut)igi*§ Paris coition, for want 
of time to write to hiii^. 86 

Letter 17. To Sic. Ranilri de Ca|.sabigi. 

Flattered by the want of an edition of 
his Works in Fraticc — Glad to be i^ 
fuch able hands — Will now, for the firft 
time, bcanfwcrable for no blunders, but 



CONTENTS. 

* — ■ • 

- ; his own*— 'His op'iniofi of fbrmer Edi- 
tions— Points out an arrangement of 

' his Pieces — Confents unwillmglj to the 

reprintti^ his Juvenile Works. SS 

Lbttbe iS* To the ABATKPAsquiNi. Never con* 

firued filence of friends into want of 
affedtion — Congracutates him on having 
determined to pais froin the ftage to ' 
thfe pulpit— Feels diaholteally tempted 
to be converted by him, • 



Fra|;ments of letters to Sig. d' ArgenviUiers. Wiihes to ' 
' vifitRome^ And Milan, but not to travel with the 

Court — In vitati on tothc former city, atthe inftigation 
' of his Holinefs^ in a lettei to which the foilowing is 
an anfwer. ' - - * • 95 

f^BTTBR X9* To the Ma&chbsb Giovanni Pathizx* 

Senfibility with which this invitation 

• was received — Powerful arguments by 
which it was iupported — Obliged to 
proportion his defires to his faculties*-' 
tias been' too long a court bird to be 
. able td fabfift out of his cage — Repug- 
nance to quit his Imperial Patronefs^ 
Andj the Arch-dutchcflcs, initiated In 
the Italian language— *Ideal enjoyment 
"of vifiting Rome. • 98 
Letter 20. To the Abate Pasquip^t. Enjoys his 

defcription of a paltoral life— Report 
of his intention to viitt Italy diicufled 
—The Pope formerly his tutor — In- 
, • fup6rable obje<5lions to (quitting Vi- 

enna* - • - • IQZ 

Lbttbr %u To the Cavaubr Montbcuccoli. 

. Thanks for the Tragedy of CM$mdet 

^Eloge 



Digitized by Google 



C O N T E N T 

m^Ehgt of that piece an4 its author*-; 
Who» if not %n fo high a-ftatioDf 
would have beeir a moft formidable 
rivai - -104 

iLETT£R 22m To a friend at Rome* CongratuUtet 

him on his being appointed fecretary 
of legation — Advifcs him how to con- 
duct hicofelf in his diplomatique iitua? 
tion. r r - xo6 

Some account of the Perfon to whqm the above letter 

■ 

. is fuppofcd to have been addrefTed* - io8 



Ji^ETTER 23. To PrinceHilberghausen. Apolo- 

gizes for not fooner fending him his 
Jfola Di/d^i/a/a— Reafons for the de- 
lay. - - - 109 

J^ETTER 24. Xo the fame. Thanks for an invitation 

to his country palace — Apologies for 
pot accepting it. - - i iQ 

SECTION 111. 

•■ . " 

IvETTER I, TotheCAVAJilEnFAllIKELLI. AcCOUnt 

ot tlic alteraLioriS he has made ia Alef" 
/andro-—^agiiMti' 5 dej&gns — Threaten- 
ed wi(h a new opera for the Imperial 
- Court-T-No fingers in the fervice of 

that Court of any chara6l:er — liiames 

* 

}iis corrcfpondent. for negledt of healtl) 

x^tate of his own. - - 112 
LrETTEH IS. To the fame. Feafs for the .late arrival 

of Jitjjandrft* - - 117 

j^,ETT£R 3. To the fame. Reafons for not writing 

fooner — Ailoni^|i4 and ooiifoqode^ |tt 



Digitized 



CONTENTS* 

the prefents from Madrid-^ Abafes P^* 

rinelli, en badinant, for encouraging 
hopcy that he fliall foon be able to write 
ft new opera for that court— Laments 
his little care of his health -^Wonders 
at his wondering that Mingotti ilxoujd 
not differ frum her fpecies — VErot Ci- 
iff^^Its whole fucCefs depends on tfad 
principal performer— Little hope of 
his agent procuring good fingers in 
Italy — Mattel's favour there ou the 
decline* - - - 119 

LlTTSli 4» To the fame. In fpite of all the embar* 

raffmcnis wlilch he enumerates, he has 
made fome progreis in a new opera for 
his court"— Sportive appellations given 
by the poet to hii friend, explained. 123 

Letter 5* To the fame. Has finifhed the fecond 

adt ot his new opera— The Prince of 
HUberghaufen wants him to fay grace 
to an entertainment preparing at hiff 
country feat for their iniperiai Majef- 
ties — Determines to go thither In order 
to reft his jaded Pegafus— Thence into 
tAotwiz^Coechly the compofer, recom- 
mended — Enjoins fecrecy about his new 
Opera — Reafons for this injundtion* 
- - - - - MS 

Lettbil 6* To SiG* RoDOLFi. State of the poet*s 

health — Dcfigns for decorations to 
, the opera ,of AUJjandro — The female, 
fingers^ Farigi and Gbir 'mghellam 129 
Letter 7. To the Abate PAsquiNU Endeavonrf 

to confolc him under the apprehenfions 
\ of loiuig his iighttf . - ^ i^i 

Lff'' 



liiTTfik ii To SiG. FiLiFPONi. Thanks to him for 

the MqvUittoii of Count BtgMs par- 
tiality — And for btft own, to the little 
AtWBCOL o( Lti Csr9ntt* - * . '33 

LsTTKR 9, ToSio. d'AncENviLLiERS. Dcfcribcshis 

fiitigue in endeavouring to write in 
2Spani(h«-doiDplaiQs of the degeneracy 
of the preient race of iingers— >Wiihet 
words to be banithed from the opera* 

- - - 134 

Litter 10^ To the fame. Fuu him in t way hoir 

to exereife his patience* - 136 

hs.TT^K II, To the fame. Obliged to him for dif* 

covering his accuracy in writing Spa* 
nifli— Begs him to find out fome more 
of his latent faciilties. • « ' 337 

LxTTEH 12. To Farinelli. -Affiidion at the death 

of the Countcfs d*Althan — Thanks him 
• for his reception of the poet B^mcU^ 
Hopes his new opera is arrived at 
Madrid— Begs to be recommend to the 
' partiality of Alonjignor M'tgazz'u 138 

LsTTift. 13. To the fame. Joy on . hearing of the 

fafearrivaif and favourable receptioni of 
his opera of NiTBTTf at Madrid^ 
Thanks hira for his affcftionatc con- 
dolence on the death of the Countefs 
il'^///fittji-fWant» a better account of 
his own health. •* ' - - 140 



Sonnet fent to Farinelli with the new opera of Nitettig 
Italiaiti and Engliih^ • ^ ^ 143 

-II -I »Ti^— — ■- 

LxTTSA 14. Earthi^uake at Liibeu. The King of 

Spain^s 



4 



Digitized by Google 



e o U Ten t s. 

. Spain's benevolence to the furviving 
fttfteren in that city. ; » • 144 

LSTTIE 15. Ta M•^r&tOMQR SABATtKI, BISHOP OF 

Mod EN A. Thanks for his partiality — 
which he edimates more hj his affcc-s 
f iody th4a ^iVourable judgment* 148 



Extra fit front Icttcrf to Sigfiof d^Argenvrlliers, con-* 
cerning Gluck — A deep Snow— Roman partiaUtj^ to 
hhdniaM^Sig» FaPefif9 aiulhit iw/A^^/r wants* 150 

. LsTTEH l6> To the Abatk Pasquini. Explanatioa 

of a letter which had been mifunder-' 
fiood. - * 153 

LxTTlit 17* To the fame.* The ^fnprefs Queen's 

embarrailments daring the war of 

1756.' ' ^ > - - iss . 

LsTTZB i8« To the (ame* Uneafy fenfations occa- 

fioned by . his fiknce-^Nervous afiec- 

t'ron*. ' * - ^ 

Lbtteb. 19. To the? Cav ahxr Anton-Filippo 

Ai^Ain^Poiite reception ofb is Works, 
i^nt to the Bard for hit opinion.' 15^ 

LetTBH 20. To 1' ARiNELLl. Chamber of the C J A- 

B&ibllI) and negotiation with her 
Ibr going to Madrid — ^The poet unable 
torfet about any new work for Spain — 
Subjects propofed for the ulc of deco- 
rations, prepared by Farinclli — M»n* 
Jipur r Juror's corpulency — Moniig* 
norMigazzi — Gabrielli, - "15^ 
• LET/rER 2I« To the fame. Agcouiu of two Can- 
tatas, written exprefsly for the court of 

Madf^^ - - ' 165 



Digitized by Google 



CONTE.>srTS. * 

LbtTsr 22* To the fame. Succefs^ of Nii^iiy at 

Madrid — Recommendation ot Bandini 
as ail opera poet^ by Cardinal LandU 
' - - - - i66 

Lettei. 13* To tde fame. Receipt of two copies of 

the Ltbretu of ^>rf/i— Charafter of 
Beroe ia that drama, improbable at 
y'itxm?L'^AIiga%%i^Rofmberg» 169 

Lettxr 24. To the fame. Advtfes him not to hir* 

moor the capsice of fingers, in chaog^ 
5ng the words of a drama — A duet — • 
Monfignor vI/;^fiS2i*j return to Vienna, 
and charade of Earineili— The £m« 
prefe Queen's happy delivery of an 
Arc!; -duke (MaxiaiiJian.) — Joy on the 
occafion — i he opera of // Re Pajiore^ 
iet by Glttcky to be performed id cele- 
bration of this event — Gluck's nbife 
and extravacrance — GabrielJi'^ merit— 
Mazz-anti's mfirununtal execution—— 
Count Rofenberg«^ Playful abufe of 
Farin^lli, for flill wanting him to 
Write another drama for Madrid. 170 

i,£XT£R a5» To the fame. > Notoriety of their affec- 
tion for each other^Peftered with 
petitions from all quarters fot letters to 
him— Count Figuerola^s brptber* 176 

, V S E C t I O N IV. 

'Metaji<iji^% politfcaj information to his correfpondcntik 

during the war between the Lmpreis Queen .ind the 
l&ing of Pruifia. - *• 179 

LfXTSR. X. To Sic* Fu.iPFOKh. Plagued by the 

torrcfpondencc of authors— Anathe- 
' • jnatifes 

* 



Digitized 



C Q,N TENTS. 

matifes the inventor of pofls— Advice 
coacerning the opera ot Niteuiy on the 
fi»ft 9% Turin — Opinion of a new edi* 
tion of hh Works in that city. 184 

LkTTBB. 2, To the fa me. Difficulty of recommend- 
ing a fncnd to military patronage, 
while the kaders ace in the field— 
Envies the fate of his pi^re— Thanks 
for intcrcfting himfelf in the correc- 
tion of the prefs, in the new edition— 
< gratitude to Sic* B&UNi. - z86 

LsTTfiiL 3» T0 the faine% Seods hts fiiend copies 

of feveral new productions. - 188 
TTi:.it. 4« ^ ^ the iarne. Approbation of the plates 
to the Turin editioa of his Works* 

- 189- 

Vzrr$K $. To Pas^^jtiwi, Sports with his lll-hn- 

mour — Gives him hopes that the buil* 
nefc which he had been trying to do for 
hiai, would foon be accompliihed, 

Letter 6. To th^ fame. Congratulations on his 

being elected Vice-rcdor of a College 
at Sienna* - ^ • 

Further particulars of the J^at^ Fafyuim, to the time 
ofhisdeath. • . . . .. 



Letter 7, ToFarinelli — The Gabuelli*s anfwef 

to propofals for an engagement a| 
Madrid* ... 

Lettbk 8. To the fame. FarinellPs fenfibttity at a 

melancholy accident — The Gabrieiii's 
article figned and executed — Marchal 
Daun*s fncceiTes againft the PnifliaQS* 
. • ^ « • t^S 

VOL* xt. p p L& i* 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

li£TT£iL*'9» ^To tlie fame* Extatic raptures on the 
' receipt of a prefent of fanff— <Gal»ri- 
elli's refpedl for Farinelli — ^Thc poet 
complains of the ihynefs of his mufe* 

----- 
LsTTElb 10., To the lame* Affli^ion for the bad 

. ftatc of the King of Spain's health — 

Afo':tice//i*s aiifvver to FarineUi's pro- 

pofals — Cardinal Alcflandro Albani's 

tecommendation of th«i finger Tvzzim 

- - - - ao« 

Letter i i« To the fame. Condolence for tlie death 

of FarineUi's patronefs> the Queen 
of Spain— -Mifcarriage of letters^ 
Monticeili^s reafons for not accepting 
the engagement propofed to him for 
Spain, detailed — Finds it impoHible to 
be thinking of new operas while the 
enemy was almoft at the gates of 
Vienna — Reports of Gahricili's caprice, 
but too true— An apology and cure for 
it propofed* - • - ao5 

tjLmk Z2* To the fame* The death of the Queen 

of Spain, and deplorable ftate of the 
t King her confort's health, equally be- 
wailed-— Monticeil^s death announced 

■ 

^The harp cenfured, and defended* 

r 

* * • - « 210 



The diftreis of the Houfe of Auftria during the war 
with IPrnffiajt affeded alt its dependents - 2x2 

I/£TT£R 15» To f ARiNELLi. The fituation of Por- 

pora commifeiated, and. recommended 



Digitized by 



CONTENT 

to the kindncfs of FarincUi, s^nd b^rte* 
volcnce of the King of Spain. ib» 
Letter 14. To the fame. Death of the King of 

Spain — Exertions of fortitude, recom- 
mended to his friend on the occafion. 
21J 

Chara^ler of the King of Spain, Ferdinand VI.— In- 
ttodu£lion to the correfpondcnce of the Bard^ with 
Count Ilorio, - - 21^ 

LEtTER i£i To Count Daniel Florid of tJoiNEi 

Encomiums on his poetical produc- 
tions-^Metaftafio confefles that the 
net is not his province ; and that he lies 
down unwillingly on that bed of Pro- 
crufles, - - 219 

Sonnet on the vidlory at Colin, hj Marfhal Daun, 
with a tranflation. - - - - 221 



Letter 16* To Count Florio. His poem on Pro- 
vidence commended* • 222 
Letter To the fame. Apologizes for not ven- 
turing to recommend the Count's in- 
tercft at Court — Embarraflment occa- 
fioned by the war to his Imperial Pa- 
trons and himfelf. - 233 
Letter iS* To the fame. The poet's way of life 

dcfcribed — Italian poetry little known 
at Vienna — No great event celebrated 
by him there during 30 years, except 
Daun's viflory at Colin. - 226 
Letter To ' Sic. Filipponi. Thanks him 

for^ new dramas, and account of his 
r F a heahh 



.CONTENTS. 

beaRh— on^e folje^ of Mmaf 
in LathnHy by Ggna ^Axlf— Metafbfio 
never able to cauipofe a diaraa on that 
event. - - - 228 

I<st^JEft 2dk Tathefame* Flattered with his friend's 

apl^Fobaiion 6f jflcidt al ^nn's— Diffi- 
culties which he encountered 10 writing 
this drama— Its fucccfs more a panegyric 
on the nation^ than the author. - 229 

iLtttnn 21. To'CouktDaki£lFloiiio* Acknow- 
ledges the receipt of a new poem by 
the Count — Has long wiihed him to 
write air Epic poem* - « 230 

6 E C T I O N V. 

%sBtn% uTo the CikTiirfiiEB. Farwblli tft Italy, 

£xprefibs his concent al not having 

been rtiade acquainted with the ftate of 
his heahh and affairs**— Entreats kim to 
leyive the odrrefpondence* 233 

^.WrTiit tv 'jTo the fame. Con(bjed by his Tetter^ and 

comforted by hisfrefh fupplyof fnufF— 
. Farindli^spiigrimage to Leretto pieafes 
tlhe Bard ; but he is unable to dive into 
themylleriesof feme part of his faft 
letter. - - - 334 

LsTTElL 3b To the fame. Wi/Iies him more robuft 

in body^ and philofophicr in mind-— Re^ 
commends ibrtititde^EnTies htm the 
converfationy he had enjoyed with the 
Princcfs di Belmonte — Wifhes that 
from a wandering platiet^ he maybo« 
cone- a Ext IbuM^nff atriycd* 236 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

Letter 4. To the fame, in Bologoa. Wifhes for 

letters from him, that fhall difcover a 
tranquil mind — Entreats him to fettle 
his doineftic afFairs^Avails himfelf of 
Xhe privilege of twinftiip, in the advice 
hfi ventures to give. - - 238 

LiTT£R 5. To Count Florio. Pleads want of 

health and Icifurc, for the flow arrival 
of his letters — Advifes the Count not 
to be precipitate in the great work which 
he has undertaken, - > 240 

Letter 6. To the fame. Encomiums on his genius, 

and the <|ualities of his heartr—WKhes 
all Italy to echo hit heroic: trumpet, 
- - - . . 241 

Metafbfio^s urbanity to confulting authors^ exenapted 
him from literary warfare. - * r 242 



Letter 7. To Sic. Mario CoMPAGNo?n, Ap « 

plauds the elegance and felicity of hi:; 
ilyle in profc and yerfe— Predi6^s celcy 
hrity to hiip. . » , 244 

Letter 8, To the fame. Acknowledges the receipt 

and merit of a Cantata> on the night of 
our Saviour's birth. ■» - 24^ 

Letter 9. To Sic* Filipponi. Offended at the 

author of a drama Galle4 ^Itmriay pub- 
liihing a letter concerning it, and de- 
dicating the piece to him, contrary to 
his moft ferious remonftrances— Letter 
to this writer^The foil of Vienna not 
favourable to literature; French ro- 
^>gnces excepte4. • * 94^ 

r r 5 Tp 



CONTENTS. 

To Monsieur Belloy. Thanks for lits 
prcfcnt of the tragedy of Titu9 — Denies 
his title to the praife beftowed upon 
him by M. Belloy, of having inge - 
nioufly adapted French tragedies to the 
Italian fta^e — At Icafl: intentionally— — 
Prail'cs the ftyle of M> Belloy, and ad - 
vifcs him not to give way to fuch florms 
and temptjiis, as are incident to dramatic 

poets Account of Belloy and his 

writings, Note (h) — Denies the ever 
havinr Icen a fketch of the French 
tragedy of Titus, which has been faid 

through miftake or malice. 249 

Letter 10. To Padre ivlAR riwi. Thanks him for 
•' the corre(^ions and advice with which 

he had favoured AfadcmdlfelU Alar tines, 
- - • - 255 



Some account of this lady — Haydn her firft mufic- 
mafler. 



Letter ii. To the fame. Sends him an account of 

mufical MSS. in the Imperial library — 
And of operas performing at Vienna. 

- 257 

Letter 12. To the fame. Acknowledges the receipt 

of his firfl vol. of the Hiflory of Mufie 
— Feaiful that he has not fcience fuffi - 
cient to be plealed with, or to judge of its 
worth. - - 258 

Letter 13. To Sic. Filipponi. Sends him his 

new opera of Clelia. - 2^9 

Letter 14. To the fame. Is now fure of his 

favour from friendly partiality — But 
confeflcs that toying with the Mufcs, 
' ' • " \% 



CONTENTS. 

is become a fatiguing buHnefs to him^ 
' His buikins worn out. - 26Q 

Letter 15. To tlie fame. Denies all intention of 

drawing portraits of living chara6lers 
in his dramas — Has already fenl the 
Mufes back to Parnaflus, to obtain a 
new benrdi(Slion. - 261 

Letter i6» To the fame. His new opera not yet 

performed — Vienna in a conftant fer * 
mentation with amufcments. - 263 

Litter 17. To the fame* Thanks for his minute 

and frequent accounts of the health of 
Count CanaU, - - 264 

Letter i8. To the fame* His letters always valua- 
ble, rendered dill more dear, by the 
tidings they bring of Count Canale 
-—Fatal eflfedls of the fmgll-pox at 
Vienna. - - - - 26j 



Metaftafio^s new poetical compofitlons — Numerous 
correfpondence with authors. • 266 



Letter 19. To Signora Livia Accarigi» Rj^ 

ply to that lady^s thanks for a copy of 
his opera of CleUa. - - 268 

Letter 20. To the fame. Allonifhed at the doci * 

lity with which (he receives his critical 
remarks — Propofcs fome changes in 
tlie chara(Sler of ThomyriSy the heroine 
of her drama. - - - 269 , 

^ETTER 2I« To the fame. Further criticifms on 

Thomyris — Refers her to the Abate Paf« 
quini — Analyfis of the two principal 

' charadcrs. - * 271 

F F 4 Account 



CONTENTS. 



Accounl of Farincili^s change of circumftances on the 
acceiHon of Charles IIL King of Spain. * 274 



Letter zi. To Farinelli. Advifes refignation, 

and oblivion of irrecoverable felicity. 
- . . - . 275 
LzTTER 23* To the fame. Congratulates him on 

his heroifin — Charadlcr of ranfacchi — 
Fenrs the imprudence of Cc'trulo, 276 

LETTER 24. To the fame. P urther encomiums on 

his fortitude — Menihino mended, but 
not cured of fantaftic imaginations — An 
cartliqi ake at Vic-nna — CarUwi praifed 
for his probity — Cttnilo blamed ioj his 
imprudence. - - 280 

Letter 25. To the fame. Potniza the finger, ar - 
rives at Vienna. - 281 

Letter 26. To the fame. Do6tQr Saviclrs account 

of Farhielli — Unable to underfland a 
myfterious propofal in his letter. 282 

Letter 27. To the fame. Impediments to his re - 
turning to Italy. - 28^ 

Letter 28. To the fame. Hopes by the chcarful- 

nefs of his letter, that he has fubdued 
the fiend hypochondria— Defcribes the 
pla;;ues of travelling in the fuite of 
priixcs. - - 286 

Letter 29. To the fame. Petrlllo pafles through 

Vienna, in his way from Drcfden to 
Italv — Envies him the delightful air and 

;« . ^ 7. 

tranquillity hecxpcols to v.njoy. 2^8 

Letter To the fame, t^is complaints compared 

to th.e difcords of the 2d. and 4th. in 
harmony; of which, when the relolution 

' ■ • is 



d by Google 



CONTENTS. 

is known, it is our own fault if we 
continue to fuffer from their cffe^s— 
Patience and prudence recommended— 
Metaftafio^s ignorance of the aulic 
fcicnce of myfleries» - a89 

Letter 31, To the fame. Congratulates him oa 

being as fuperior to others in adverfity 
as profperity — Ciccio de Majo arrived 
at Vienna. - - - 291 

Letter 32. To the fame. Diverted with the inventory 

of his complaints — DeMajo never puts 
. the zeal of MetaftaHo to the teft, by 
giving him an opportunity to ferve 
Yiim^BonechPs affe£tion for Farinelli. 

293 

Letter 33. To the fame. Unable to decipher hii 

lette rs — G oo d wiflies for CarlanPf ma« 
trimonial voyage — De Majo gone to 
Manheim — Bontcbi preparing for a 
journey to Italy — Envies their meet - 
ing' * • - 29^ 
Letter 34. To tlie fame, Dcfircs him not to ima * 

gine he is drowned in the river Lethe 

— Set to work again by his Imperial 
patronefs — But determined not to let 
filence become habitual. - 297 

SECTION VL 

Letter i. To Padre Martini — On receiving his 

duets. - - - 29^ 

Letter 2. To the fame. An anfwer to his letter 

of thanks, for having procured him a 

tranfcript of a mudcal MS. in the Im ^ 
perial library, 30 r 



CONTENTS. 

LETTER 3, To Sic. Niccqlq Della CfiiEsA, cx ^ 
plaining a doubtful pafTage in his opera 
of AleJJandro neW Indie, - 302 

Letter 4. ToSignora Livia Accarigi. In an- 

fvver to a letter of thanks for his neyr 
Opera of Egeria* - - 304 



Introduction to the following letter. - 305 



Letter To Sicnqr D. Domekico Diodati» 

Apologies for not anfwering a letter 

which he had recei ved from him, fooner 
--*-Gives an account of his own profe 
writings — pait'cularly of his Obfcrva - 
Urns on the tragedies and comedies of tbf 
Greeks, and of his Letters — Difcufllon of 
the merit of Ariosto and Tasso. 306 



Introdu<5tion to a new critical correfpondcnt. 315 



Letter 6, To the Chevaher. de Chastellu;^, 

AT LAijDAy, Eloge of his trcatife on 
Th( Union of mujic and poetry — Alarmc j 
at his partiality for muftc at the cxpencc 
of poetry — Defence of poetry — Cen - 
fure of modern mufic and fingers* 316 

Letter 7. To the fame Chevalier at Paris. Pan- 

ncgyric on mufic — Abufe of execution 

^ -—Parallel between the ancient Greek 

Tragedies and modern Operas — His cor- 
refpondcnt wifties for a Republic of art i 
— Metaftafio is no republican, even in 
the arts that are employed in an opera j 
but if there were a Republic of thefe 

' • . arts* 



CONTENTS. 

arts, he fhould wiflx poetry to be ele^" 
cd Dictator) in preference to mufic-— 
Lyric theatre \\\ France-^Qf the con * 
ilituent parts of tragedy, Ariftotle only 

afligns mufic the laft place — Ne* 
ceflity of muiical tones in fpcaking tea 
perfonsat a great diitance — Promifes to 
communicate to his correfpondent, ob « 
fervations on the Greek dramatics, on 
condition that they are not, like his firft 
letter, printed without his confcnt — His 
abhorrence of contention* 321 



Remarks on the two preceding letters. - 329 



Letter 8. To Signor Filipponi — Excufes for not 

writing — Sends his new opera of Ro* 
MOLQ Ed' Ersilia — Death of the 
Emperor, Francis the Firft. 336 



Chara(£ler of that prince. - - - 338 

Letter 9. To Signor Filipponi. Gratified by hi* 

approbation of the new opera of Romoloj 
yet fo friendly a judge, leaves ^doubts 
' of its merits — More anxious for the 
approbation of the ladies of Turin, who 
have no partiality for the author — Un- 
able to fend his friend inedited compo* 
fitions. - - - 339 

Letter 10. To the fame. Account of the Serenata 

written for the court of Madrid-^ 
Prefcnt which he received on the occa - 

^Qn» - - 341 

Let- 



CONTEXTS. 

LSTTlJt %u To tht fauaac. The Turin edition of 

Im Works, comptred to the nofc of 
Aicinai — Hattcied by hii frictui's par* 
tiaiity-">UneaijQeit at an anonyrooiis 
^tbof imtiifliog to confuit htm — ^Begs 
lui friend to try to extricate bim from 
iu dangerous a tafk, as pointing out 
cfron ihok wiio only warn praife* 

- 344 

X^TMM 12. To thp fkfBe^ Syqfipailiy for ' is Rhea- 

matic fuHcrings-^Advice to ilabj, the 
printer at Tu^n, alwut a new editioij 
of his Worky^Piayer to Apollo* 346 

LfTTER 13* To the fane. CQipplineots of thfc 

leafon again ccnCmcfl'^Serenata wnttei| 
for Spain — His Catholic Majcfiy fuf-r 
fercd no mufic in his paiaCfTTpfOve 
f^'w^l from Madrid* - 349 

Li.TT«a 14* To the feme. Gratitude for indulging 

his lulicitudt: about his friend Count 
Canale* ^ « 349 

ILsTTZi. 15. To Farinelli. Departure of theoper^ 

hand for Infprnck — Sends bales of em- 
lracci> by Bccchetti— Old Petrilio and 
his young wife. ^ "350 

Letter To the fame. Xiratitqde to Becchetti, 

for the faithful delivery of the bales of 
compliments— -Compares himfelf to a 
cluck — Hiflory of the Scrcnata, which 
ke had written for Spain — Efleem fof 
Coitni Attends reheurfa)s at 

Schombrann. ' - 351 

^7. To the fanie^ TJjanJts for his affec- 

' < ' . tlooate return of conlidencc^Sends 



CONTENTS. 

eop^ of hit open ttmoU ed ErfiTta-^ 
Death of the dtilc^ of Parma— Pities 
Fai inclli on the occadon. - 357 
£.£TTEa 1 8. To the fame. Acknowledges thecon- 

fo!ati«ti ht reeeim from the teiuler 
part which hta friend takes in his af- 
flidlion, for the death of the Emperor 
Francis the Firfti - - ^59 

L£tT£R 19. To the fame. Lefs furprized than forry^ 

for the ingratitude of muiicians — Still 
in . Jgnoraiice about the iatc of his 
Spanifli fcrenata — His opinion of a 
duet withont a^ion or paffion. ibn 

LfeTTfilt 20* To the fame. Petrillo returned from 

Saxony, but quitted Vienna without 
falutatiotts — No news from Madrid of 
his Ser««iata» - 

XEtt£R a I. To the ftme. Eiicofhitims on his dtfin- 

tereftcd friendfhip — Sends a fccond copy 
his opera to Migliavacca — Still in 
Qtter *dftrknefs concerning the Spaniih 
fercnata. - - " - -63 

Letter. 22. To the fame. An account of the pre- 

fents of fnuff from Spain. 

L£TT£R 23. To the fame. Prevented from writing 

hy a cold, the fruit of the feafon — 
Sportive abufc of Farinuili for his for- 
mality — Count Rolcnburgh enjoying 
the delights of Tufcany^ while the in- 
habitants of Vienna are buried in ice and 
fnow — As fpring will be feen in Italy 
before fhe vifits Germany, begs him 
to urge her on> as quick as po&bk* 365 

Letter 24. To the fame, Suppofes a letter has 

mi Tea fried 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

miicamed^-Thaaks him tor his eager 
aeft to procure news of the ieienata ; 
but begs him not to plague blmlelf any 

more on the fubje£t. 

LlTTEft To the fame. An epithalamium by 

Cnmt Savicii, leceiTed and praiiiBd-* 
Elegant and affe^ionate thankt to his 
friend. - - - 368 

Letter. 26. To the fame. Gommunicates to him 

the prodace of his laft journey to Par<« 
naflus^ (Iv§U fubUd ptr Maria Terefa 
Imperatriei Rcginoy) the caufe^ and the 
confcqucnce of it* - ' - 369 

JL£TT£& 27* To the fame. Cotifuiion at Viennay on. 

the two Empreiles being feized with 
the f mall-pox* - - - 37 1 

Letter 28. To the fame. Jubilation for the Em - 

prefs Queen's recovery— The EmperOr 
Jofeph's exemplary filial tendemefs — 
Private complaints too trivial to be 
mentioned at fuch a time. - 372 

SECTION vir. 

Letter x* To Signor Nicola JoMfii.1.1* Pleafure 

received from his remembrance nndd- 
fcribable-^Thanks him for two mailerly 

airs— Refpe£^s their learned contexture, 
but likes his more fimple and exprefiive 
Ayle better — Advifes him not to qnit a 
faculty of touching the heart> in which 

he has no rival. - - 374 



Introdn&ion to his correfpondenee with Si^rnor Saviri§ 
Mattet. 

Let* 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

Letter 2, To Sio, D. Sayeriq Mattel Thanks 

for the gift of his poetical ti anflatton of 



the Pialms, thouo^h not 


arnved — En- 


comiums on his other 


proclu6lions — 


Defires him not-^'^-A 


for his worn- 


out bulkins. - -. 





Letter 3. To the fame. Pfalms received — Eagernefs 

with' which he perufed them — Warm 
praife of his genius and erudition — 
Playfully cenfures the little refpc£l 
• with which he fpeaks of the town 
which gave him birth — Experts to be 
cenfured in his turn, for not fooncr 
manifefting gratitude for his partiality. 

- - - - 380 

Letter 4. To the fame. Grieved at finding him 

among the confpirators againft his mo- 
defty, in placing his buft oppofite to 

that of Homer Specifies particular 

Pfalms, with which he is uncommonly 
pleafed — Thanks him for the confiden- 
tial account of his own affairs, with 

which he has trufted him Ac- 

knowledges his obligations to Gra- 

vina And Gregorio Caroprcfe, 111 

Magna Graecia — Speaks of his tranfla '» 
tionof Horace's Art of Poety — And his 
rcflcdlions on all the Greek tragediet 
and comedies, - - - -^S^ 

Letter 5. To the fame. Congratulates himfelf on 

the acquifition of fuch a friend — Ap- 
probation of his works — Will try to 
prevail on Haffe, to fet one of h is Pfalms, 
• . 389 

Let- 



CONTENTS. 

Letter 6. To the r^iTie. Account of Mademoifeiie 

MarttBet2*» fuccefs ia fetting one of 
Mattel's Pfalini* » - 392 

LtiiER 7. To the fame. Who tries to perfuade 

him, that the weight of years, is a dc- 
£rable thing in a poet — Having treated 
almoin all the modifieations of the Imi- 
man heart, the compofitioa of new 
dramas, is hecome extremely laborious 
—-Praties aew Works of his corrc- 
fpondent— Mademoifelle Martinetz*s 
Tfalras on their way to Naples. 393 



Introdo^Uon^o the following letter. • ^ 395 



L^TT£i^ S* To SiGNoK. Savx&io Mattel Impe* 

diments to his being a conftant cor- 
refpondent— Mademoifelle Martineta-'s 
farprtfe and fen&biJity, at the ilrong 
expreflions beftowed oh her Pfalm^ 
Manner in which it was rchearfcd at 
Vienna — The ' poet's unwillingncfs to 
fpeak of the nmiic of the ancient^** 
Definition of mufic in general— Un- 
certainty of Greek harmonica! propor- 
tions — After reading all the Greek 
treatifes that are come down to us, his 
knowledge not increafed^All the fenfes 
change their tafto— Ancient mufic more 
fimple, and more efficacious, than the 
modern^— The ancients had no mofic 
in parts— Singers differently educated t 
the ancient for force^ the modem foft 
Z £exibilitjf 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS. 

. flexibility — The Altfercre of AUfgn^ 
never performed with cfi'cdl^ but in the. 

Papers chapcK - - 396 

Letter 9* To the fame. Praifes his cantata for the 

nuptials of the Marchioncfs Tanutci^ 
and mufico-philofophical papers — Un* 
willing to defend his conjc6lures con- 
cerning ancient mufic — Except thofc 
which regard its fimplicity — The thea- 
tre governs mufical lafte — 7 he prac- 
' tice of modern mufic infinite — Made- 

moifelle Martinctz fets another Pfalm. 

- - • 408 

Ektter 10, To the fame. Announces the departure 

of the new Pfalm— Dcfcribes the com - 
i>6fers' intention in both licr Pfalms— » 
The oratorio of Glufcppc ricoftoJi. 'iutr}y 
fet by the Marquis d\ San Gicrgio^ll'is 
eloge — Unwilling that S. Mattei flioulJ 
wafte his time in writing notes to his 
oratorios — Encomiums on tlie Marqui;; 
7'anucci — Wonders at tlie extent of 
his friend*s abilities. - - 41 ^ 
Lj. i i LR lu To the fame. Encomiums on a caiitata 

of his writing — Mademoifelle Marti- 
netz^s gratitude for the fuccqfo of her 
Pfalms* - 41S 



Vou lu 



I 




Digitized by Google 



9 



IRRATATO VQL. II. 
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#/>;r Maria, pha a comnu. p. 34^, penult, r. count P. 57S, 1. 9, r, 
MeUftalio. P. 385, I. 3f ^or two, r. too. P. 3S8> 1. iz, and 41 z, 1. X], r. 
Tiber. HKie i« a typographical mlfbilce in mu^ering the letten of the firft 
Scaiaii,«AarLetttr 5,i<etter 6, j, 8, ^, 10, 11, it, i|, 14, 159 ti» 

the text. 
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